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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: January 22nd. - ; 
: Film night with "Natural History" films. 


Supper Roster: At the January meeting a list will be ready 
: for members to fill in their names for pre- 
paring supper at the meetings. 


There will be NO SUPPER at Januany neeting. 


Weekend Trip: January 30th - February Ist, to Mt. Howitt. 
Map on page 10 of this issue. 
Many members will be leaving on Friday, 
29th January. 
We are joining with Bairnsdale F.N. Cc. for 
this trips 


 TRARALGON EAN Ce 


Meeting: RED Iay 
es Seep details available. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


Apart from this last year which showed a decline in my health, I have 
been President of the L.V.F.N.C. for six years all told. 


During that period I have enjoyed the co-operation of an excellent 
executive ready and eager to help, a devoted band of key executives, 
Secretary, treasurer and editor. Mr. Jim Peterson, our ex-editor, is making 
continuous progress and bears up under his affliction with marvellous COULPAZE 


It was with deep sorrow that the Club lost the See presence of 
Frank Jones during the year. 

I have much appreciated the friendship of members of the Club during tite 
years that I have been a member - those with special knowledge were ever 
ready to make it available to those not so endowed. 

kad great spirit of co-operation operated between our sister Clubs and we . 
were very thankful and grateful for it. 

The Club has been successful in having various areas reserved: Morwell 
National Park, Boola Boola Floral Reserve, and smaller reserves on roadsides. 
The Club must keep the pressure on governments to extend our reserves and 
National Parks, and continuous pressure is needed. 


I wish my successor every success and hope he has as happy a time as 
HE GBiGh Ern Homann 


FAREWELL 

SaaOne 30th December as many members as were able gathered at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. McElroy to bid farewell to Mr. and Mrs. Lance Galbraith, who 
are leaving the area to live in Beechworth. 


Mr. Galbraith was a foundation member of the L.V.F.N.C. and Acting Hon. 
Seoretary on a number of occasions, and we all appreciate his efforts in 
those early days. Both Mr. and Mrs. Galbraith are keen naturalists and we 
hope they. will enjoy exploring the north-east country. 


Mrs. E. Lyndon spoke in glowing terms of the guests of honour, then : a 
small presentation was made of the book, "Australian Native Orchids in Colour" 
by Leo Cady and EB. Rotherham. Mrs. Galbraith also received a beautiful Bbeoee 
of flowers which had been grown and arranged by Mrs. McELroys 


Mr. Galbraith thanked everyone concerned in arranging the eyonine and 
made mention of the many changes he had seen in the Latrobe Valley over the 
years since our Club was formed. There would have been many more changes, 
more beauty lost, but for’the L.V.F.N.C.; but there have also been gains, 
especially in friendship and such friendly gatherings like this. 


Best wishes to you both, Lance and May. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr. Jim Peterson has recently had the honour of being made an Honorary 
Member of the Australian Native Orchid Society, Victorian Group. The orchids 
are one of Jim's main interests and all members will pe minesed to know that 
his work has been appreciated. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (2): Issue No.85 - January, 1971 


WANDERING WILDFLOWERS 
Talc by Mr. J. Willis on 27/11/70 


From Mrs. Bon Thompson 


When Baron Von Meuller travelled 1500 miles around Victoria from 
November 1853 to May 1854, he found 500 plants nobody had seen before. We 
cannot do this today, but we can study the movement and migrations of plants 
through geological times. 


The climate of Victoria has changed greatly and the plants have changed 
accordingly, leaving small areas of now rare plants for us to trace the con- 
ditions. Around 8,000 years ago Melbourne had a very cold and wet climate 
and Beech-trees, Alpine Moss and such predominated. About 5,000 years ago 
the rainfall decreased and Melbourne had its hottest era with arid conditions, 
and so we have basalt areas with Mallee plants still persisting. We can go 
even further back, between 1 and 2 million years ago when Kauri Pines grew 
around Melbourne, and 30 million years ago the Tasmanian Celery-top Pines 
grew there. We know both of these facts from logs completely preserved under 
basalt. Logs of both the above Pines have been found, so well preserved that 
they could be moulded or made into paper even today. 


Over the last 130 years the story has been complicated by burning, clear- 
ing, introduction of grazing animals and introduced weeds. These facts have 
done more to alter the landscape than evolution had done in 2,000 years. 


The State of Victoria has 2,500 different native plants, and in some 
regions the plants have distinct affinities to plants in other States, for 
example Mt. Baw Baw is a miniature of Tasmania and the Grampians flora is 
more closely related to plants of the south-west of Western Australia than 
to other plants in Victoria. 


There are five distinct lines of migration of plants into Victoria: 


1. From Tasmania. There are various lines from Tasmania to Victoria, some 
through King Island. Bass Strait was at one time dry grassy plains and 
some plants reached Victoria before these plains were covered with 
water. Cyathodes acerosa is one of these plants. Coprosma pumila 
grows in New Zealand and Tasmania but is very restricted in Victoria; 
also Coprosma_murea(?) grows on Mt. Baw Baw and on the western side of 
Tasmania. : . 


Another route from Tasmania is via King Island to the Otways and 
then to the Grampians - Shiny Teatree is an example. 


Pr The second line of migration is from southern Western Australia. 
Different plants drop out of the landscape on the way across to the 
Grampians. The Pincushion Lily (Borya nitada) is an example, it grows 
in Esperance and the Grampians; the Blue Tinsel Lily (Calestasia cyanea) 
is another, and the Bristly Trigger Plant (Stylidium sobolirerum) of the 
‘hen and chicken' variety of Triggers where the new plants make a circle 
of offshoot plants around the parent. 


3. Another line came from the interior into the Mallee region; some just 
. reached the north-west corner of the State. Bramble Wattle (Acacia 
~ victoriae) grows on the Lower Murray from Robinyale and is common in the 
Flinders and McDonald Ranges. Acacia toderii(?) growing at Merbein is © 
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closely related to Acacias of South Australia and Western Australia, 
with only microscopical differences. One plant of Northern Sandalwood. 
in the Warby Ranges has persisted. The Bellfruit Tree (Codonocarpus 
cotinifolius) is uncommon in the Mallee but is plentiful at Ayers Rock 
and the Olgas. Green Featherheads (Ptilotus nobilis) are rare in 


‘Victoria but very common in the Centre, as is the tall Desert Groundsel 


(Senecia ‘magnificus). | 
Then there is the line of migration from the big concentration of plants 
on the western slopes of the Great Divide in N.S.W. into northern 
Victoria to the Warby Ranges and the Whipstick area (perhaps by the 
river systems). The White Box (Huc. albens) is continuous from northern 
Victoria to Queensland. Spurwing wattle (Acacia triptera) grows only in 
the Warby Ranges in Victoria and Acacia decora(? ) in the Warby Ranges, _ 
the rocky north-east area and Suggan Buggan. ‘The Currajong (Brachychiton 
0 Ineus) grows in one clump on the Murray River but is common on the 
Monaro Tableland and in Queensland. Records show that they first grew 
on the Murray after a big flood forty years ago. Hairy Zieria (Zieria 
asphalathoides) of the Strathbogie Ranges was recorded in 1850 and then 
lost for 70 years, and appeared at Maldon in 1920 but has not been seen 
Since. It is quite common in N.S.W. y 


The fifth migration route is from the sub--tropics down the mild eastern 
coast of N.S.W. into the Howe Ranges and finally disappears on Wilson's 
Promontory. Wilson's Promontory is the meeting place, as it is the 


“farthest west of the Fast Gippsland plants and the farthest east of the 


Western Victorian plants. Black Butt (Buc. pilularis) of the Howe Ranges 
Spotted Gum and Panksia serrata are examples of some of the plants on 
this route. The Saw Banksia (B. serrata) was one of the species collect- 
ed by Sir Joseph Banks in 1770, and the original collection is in the 
Victorian Herbarium. This plant is mostly a coastal plant but goes 40 
miles inland up the Tambo River,and there is an isolated pinpoint on the 
north-west coast of Tasmania. Mutsonwood (Rapanea_howittiana) goes right 
into Melbourne alorg the Yarra. Some less common plants on this route 
are: Stylidiun Jaricifolium found at the mouth of the Wingan River, 
Cabbage Fan-palm (Tivistonia australis) at Cabbage Tree Creek (our only 
native palm), Kanooka (Tristania Jauriza) in the jungle gullies and 
creeks of East Gippsland, Scarlet Passionflower (Passiflora cinnabarina) 
as far as Mt. Worth, Lilac Lily (Schelhammera undulata) and Rock Orchid 
(Dendrobium speciosum) of EoweRanges, and several other plants. 


There is a minor Monaro link from the Nunyong Plateau to Cooma. 
Examples of this link are Woolly Bear Wattle (Acacia luckerii(?)) of 
Wulgulmerang, Banksia _caneii of Mt. Wellington area, Wulgulmerang and 
Nunyong regions, and then no more of this Banksia until the Kyburra Range 
in Queensland. .. - 


Mr. Willis then showed a group of slides of plants that have a wide 


distribution throughout the Commonwealth. Examples are River Red Gum (Euc. 
camaldulensis), Mellaleuca lanceolata (previously Mell. pubescens) widest 
Spread of all the Mellaleucas, Bursaria spinosa, the White Mangrove, the 
speurel Pelargonium (P. australe) which grows all over the world, and many 
others. 
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There are 100 species of plants endemic to Victoria. They have probably 
evolved in Victoria and have not developed enough migratory power to spread 
outside the State. Examples Mr. Willis showed were Grampians Gum (Buc. alpina 
confined to the higher parts of the Grampians; Willow Gum (Euc. Mitchelliana 
of Mt. Buffalo; Omeo Gum (Euc. neglecta) of Omeo and Dargo areas; Buc. 
pendulata, our rarest Eucalyptus growing 1 mile south of Buxton and another 
dozen trees near Yarra Glen; the Bogong Gum at Mt. Bogong and Mt. Buffalo, 
but it has now been found in one place in N.S.W.; Baw Baw Berry (Wittsteinia 
vacciniacea) of the headwaters of the Yarra,and Goulburn Rivers and Mb. Baw 
Baw and Cobblers; Persoonia arborea in the headwaters of the Yarra, Latrobe 
and Bunyip Rivers. Mr. Willis showed plants endemic to the Grampians and 
finally the Giant Astelia whose nearest relative is 3,000 miles away in New 
Zealand. 


Mr. Willis finished his talk with the remark that Victorians should be 
proud of these flowers that grow nowhere else in the world and should take a 
pride in protecting them for all time. 


(Plants with (?) after the name means that I have not been able to check the 
spelling of the name. Also, Mr. Willis showed many more slides that those 
mentioned but I have been able to give only examples of each group. B.T.) 


IT MUST HAVE BREEN BEWILDERING 
From Mr. Jim Peterson 


' Extract from "History of Australiana", published in 1878. The extract 
was mainly the quote of some unknown earlier English observer dealing with 
the "natural production of Australia". 


"It is New Holland where it is Summer with in when it is Winter in 
Europe and visa versa. Where the barometer rises before bad weather 
and falls before good, where the north is in the hot wind and the 
south the cold. Where the humblest house is fitted up with cedar, 
where the fields are fenced with mahogany and myrtle trees are burnt 
for fuel. Where the swans are black and the eagles are white. 

Where the kangaroo, an animal between the squirrel and the deer has 
5 claws on its fore paws and 3 talons on its hind leg. like a bird 
and hops on its tail. Where the mole lays eggs and has a duck's 
bill. Where there is a bird with a broom in its mouth instead of 
its tongue. Where the pears are made of wood with the stalks at the 

_ broader end, and the cherry grows with the stone on the outside." 


“ 
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EXCURSION TO THE BRIAGOLONG DISTRICT ON 28/11/70 


After meeting our leader, Mr. W. Cane, at Briagolong the group of about 
ten cars circumnavigated one of the last remaining stands of Forest Red Gum 


(Eucalyptus tereticornis) in the area. 


During morning tea at the picnic ground behind the timber mill on the 
Dargo Road a Tea Tree (Leptospermum breviped), the Blushing Bindweed and 
further Forest Red Gums were seen. Wasps tended their individual pendant 
clusters of egg compartments which were attached to the bare rock face 
beside Freestone Creek. : 


A few miles further north along the Dargo Road, on the floor of a forest 
of Boxes and Stringy Barks were many striking flowers. These included the. 
Blue Pincushion, a Trigger Plant, Pomax umbellata, the Tiger Orchid (Diuris 
sulphurea), Yellow Star, Dwarf Rice Flower (Pimelea humilis), the tiny 
sets of Thyme Spurge, and the uncommon pink flowers of the Slender Wire- 

JY e > 


Some members scrambled through thickets of young Wattles, eight to ten 
feet tall, on the hill above McKinnon's Point in an unsuccessful attempt to 
find the Passion Vine. Specimens of Rock Fern and Necklace Fern were found 
in the. rocky soil and a few shrubs of Acacia falciformis were flowering. 


After lunch, the party drove up Winkie Road where expanses of Small 
Leaf Pea Bush (Pultenaea foliolosa) and the Hop Bitter Pea (Daviesia 
latifolia) were the dominating ground cover. The reddish, triangular pods 
on the Bitter Pea were interesting; these bushes were in flower in late 
October arid were seen on the last excursion. 


On the ridge of Insolvent Road, which affords impressive views in both 
directions, were Blue Gums, and a few Wax Flowers were still in bloom. 


During the final descent of Bullockhead Road a small bush of Blue Fan 


Flower and an extremely isolated Pomaderris (P. aurea) were pointed out to 
US. By Mr. and Mrs. Graeme Rowe 


THE COBRA GREENHOOD 
ares: From Mrs. Le Padfield 


Everyone attending the June, 1970 excursion was fortunate in being able 
to observe one of Victoria's loveliest Orchids. This is Pterostylis di- 
flora which grows from aheight of 6 in. to over 1 ft. (we saw some to 15 in.). 
The name Cobra Orchid is given because of the flower's resemblance to a Cobra 
about to strike. The tongue is long with a clubbed tip, petals are green and 
red-brown and veined. The two horns (lateral sepals) on each side of the 
flower are a striking feature. The flowering period is from May to September. 
We observed clumps of 5-10 together and approximately 100 flowers were seen. 


It was a great thrill to see this beautiful orchid so near; Willis does 
not list it in the Glengarry North area. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


A Guide to the Native Mammals of Australia 
by W.D.L. ‘Ride, with 1 drawings £ by Ella Fry. 
(Oxford University Press. $7.50) 


There has been much intensive study done upon the native mammals of 
Australia since Ellis Troughton's "Furred Animals of Australia" first 
appeared in 191. 


Dr. W.D.L. Ride, Director of the West Australian Museum, has made a 
notable contribution with his handsomely produced book, "A Guide to the 
Native Mammals of Australia", published this year. To quote, "This book is 
not written to enable professional zoologists to identify specimens with 
particular species.......but to introduce the general reader to the kinds of 
native mammals, to their diversity, to their natural history, and to prob-= 
lems which must be comprehended if the mammals are to be conserved." ‘The 
book is delightfully illustrated with drawings of Ella Fry, most of them 
drawn from life after study of captive animals. 


The mammals are set out in 55 groups, each with an introductory page 
of comment facing a full page plate of a particular species within that group. 
Dr. Ride discusses the rere ones and the lost ones and the ones that never 
were and these little stories are romances indeed. It is plain that the 
mammals are dear to his heart. His philosophy of the whys and the wherefors 
of conservation could be read with advantage by everybody. He also makes a 
plea for the assistance of everyone in helping in the work of the survey by 
sending to the nearest Museum any specimens found. 


It is a book that the all-round naturalist cannot afford to miss, but 
if you feel that you don't strictly need it for your own bookshelf you 
should at least ensure that it is available from your local library. 


From Mrs. E. Lyndon 


TWO USEFUL BOOKLETS 


For anyone thinking of making a trip to the Northern Territory or who 
is interested in its vegetation, the following two pamphlets are strongly 
recommended: 


aif Poisonous Plants of the Northern Territory. Extension Article No.2. 


2.  Topfeed. Extension Article No.5. (The Fodder Trees and Shrubs of 
Central Australia. ) 


Not only do these articles contain a great deal of interesting inform- 
ation but they are well illustrated with photographs and See e and are 
useful for identification purposes. 


They may be obtained by sending ‘2.00 to: bering 


Animal Industry Branch, 
Northern: Territory Administration, 
Alice Springs, N.T., 5750. 
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CHILTERN - NORTH-EASTERN VICTORIA 
From Mrs. E. Collins 


“GP holidaying Field Nats. are looking for an interesting resting place 
along the Hume Highway, may I suggest Chiltern, 169 miles N.E. of Melbourne? 


Chiltern is an old gold mining tow, set in surroundings which have 
much to offer those interested in history and natural history. A pleasant 
caravan park, overlooking Lake Anderson, offers the traveller hot showers, 
power and shady trees. The lake is home to many species of water birds. 


Across the lake stands the home of Henry Handel Richardson, one of ~ 
Australia's most famous novelists. The National Trust of Australia has 
restored and furnished the home as a memorial to the writer, who spent part — 
of her childhood in Chiltern. 


To the north and north-east of the town are 5,000 acres of gently 
undulating state forest, throughout which can be seen evidence of the gold- 
rush years. This Box-Lronbark forest provides a habitat for over 100 
Species of birds. Such interesting species as Black-chinned, Painted and 
Regent Honeyeaters, Little and Noisy Friarbirds, are present through spring 
and summer. Among the Whistlers are the Gilbert, Rufous and Golden, all of 
which are fine songsters. If you are fortunate you may see some (HASSE EEE 
tailed Ground Wrens, or a small party of Turquoise Parrots. 


The flora is as interesting as the bird life. There are many species 
of Orchids, including Diuris, Calochilus , Thelymitra, Prasophyllun, 
Caladenia and Pterostylis. Perhaps the showiest late spring flower is the 
trailing Finger Flower (Cheiranthera linearis). Splashes of its purple can 
be seen among the carpet of Everlastings, Chocolate Lilies and tall spikes 
of the Trigger Plant. 


The forest has a network of good tracks, suitable for both walking and 
driving, and there are plenty of signposts to guide visitors. 


To the south-west of the town is a large expanse of water known as the 
"Chiltern Valley Dam". Here it is often possible to see Pelicans feeding, 
as well as a large number of other water birds. 


If you do decide to explore the Chiltern area during the spring or 
early summer months, I am sure you will be well rewarded. 


L.V.F.N.C. LIBRARY - ADDITIONS 


GENERAL . 
BETWEEN WODJIL AND TOR. Barbara York Main. 1967. 

NATURECRAFT IN AUSTRALIA. (2nd ed.) Thistle Y. Harris. 1967. 
INSECTS 

LIFE AND DEATH IN THE INSECT WORLD. M. Gabb. 1965. 
PLANTS 

THR FERNS AND FLOWERING PLANTS OF WILSON'S PROMONTORY NATIONAL PARK. 

National Parks Authority. 1969. ° 

PERIODICALS 

AUDUBON. National Audubon Soc. 2-mthly. Odd copies 1968/69/70. 
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SAND MINING 
; From Mr. EH. Homann 


. Almost the whole of the coast of New South Wales, and particularly north 
of Sydney, and much of the southern coast of Queensland have been or are being 
worked by mining companies. Their objectives are ZIRCON, RUTILE and TLMENTITE 
which show on the beaches as a blackish sand with sparkling particles in it. 
The product is exported mainly to the United States where the rutile is the . 
source of the metal titanium used in space vehicles and in industry. The 
other two minerals have a high value in industry. 


The sand is mined in two ways,in each of which the sand is brought to a 
treatment depot. One way, the sand is pumped to the depot after being 
sluiced down by high pressure hoses into a sump, and the other way it is 
carried to the depot by large vehicles. The first is the preferred way. 

The minerals, which are heavier than the particles of sand, are then 
separated. 


The Mines and the Lands Departments of the two northern States have very 
stringent regulations as to what has to be done to restore the beaches with 
the treated sand. The procedure is to return the sand to as near as possible 
to the way the beach was before treatment. The fore-dunes are treated first. 
and the spent sand returned to this position until the whole area of the 
lease has been treated and the sand returned. 


Bulldozers are used to do any levelling necessary. Next the whole area 
is sown down with Rhode grass or Molasses grass to hold the sand in its bare 
state. Positive measures then have to be taken to establish the bushy cover 
to hold the sand permanently. At Elizabeth Beach near Forster, N.S.W., the 
Pigface (Mesembrianthemum) which grew naturally in the area had been saved 
and was replanted in the treated area. Branches of the Coastal Tea-tree 
(Leptospermum laevigatum) had been spread over the sand and,under this cover 
and with the shed seed, a small forest of little tea-trees had developed. 
She-okes (Casuarina spp.) had been planted and were growing well. On the 
face of it, it seemed a successful operation, but the tremendous variety of 
plants which grew along these dunes was gone. Banksias, Leucopogons, 
Hibbertias, Flannel-flowers, Fringe-myrtles were all gone. Perhaps they'11 
colonize the sand again, but it will be many years before they do. I have 
my doubts about whether the sand is really stable. 


ee ee a ea PE SAT 


From the VAGABOND PAPERS, by John Stanley James, a collection of 
articles contributed to the daily papers of Melbourne and Sydney in the 
seventies and eighties of last century. 


Speaking here of Sydney: "All about the domain there is a Sabbath calm 
of perfect laziness, broken now and then by the sweet notes of the English 
songbirds that have been released and have found a home in the Botanic © 
Gardens. To Mr. Walter Bradley, the,gentleman who, at his own cost, has. 


imported and released many hundreds of feathered songsters, the colony owes 
many thanks, which, of course, are never likely to be repaid." 
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BIRDS. OF THE SEASHORE . 
533 From Mrs. E. Lyndon 


We parked by the foreshore of Anderson's Inlet at the eastern end of 
the township of Inverloch on a cold and blustery afternoon in late July. 
The tide was on the way out and plenty of sandbanks were showing in the 
estuary. A few seagulls cruised along the beach or huddled in small parties 
at the water's edge. 


A flock of waders flew restlessly into the wind, flashing silver and 
then dark as they twisted and turned in the late sunlight. They alighted 
and sought refuge behind small sand-covered humps of seaweed scattered along 
the beach. Most of our waders are but summer visitors +o this country and 
would be long gone from our shores. Through the glasses we could see that: - 
these were Dotterels. 


There are three species of Dotterels commonly seen along our southern 
beaches - the Hooded, the Red-capped and the Double-banded variety, the 
last of which inclines to large flocks such as this one. The first two 
Species are Australians but the Double-banded Dotterel is a winter visitor 
from New Zealand where it breeds, arriving here in autumn and departing in 
early spring. 


By cutting well ahead of the flock and approaching slowly down wind 
it was possible to get reasonably close without disturbing them. Nearest 
to me an isolated couple seemed very tame and a closer inspection, as they 
bobbed their heads, showed they were Red-oapped Dotterels. ‘The two still 
white breasts would have passed for bits of rag caught on the beach debris. 


The main body of birds, some 200 plus, were all Double-banded. At 
about fifty yards they became uneasy and all stood on tiptoe facing into 
the wind and the setting sun, preparing for take-off. One had the impress- 
ion of a host of tiny football jerseys grouped on the sand, for the two 
bold bands show up on the white breasts, the upper one black and the lower 
and broader one rich chestnut brown. Not all of them were in bright breed- 
ing plumage - in many the bands were still shadowy. But they were quite a 
lovely sight, one worth creeping a long way to meet at eye to eye level. 


KIDNEYWEED FOR LAWNS By Mrs. E. Lyndon «. 


The lowly native ground cover plant, Dichondra repens, with its leaves 
Somewhat like those of the wild violet, is well known to us all. It often 
appears in lawns and odd people like me think its. tiny massed leaves quite 
charming. Lovers of English lawns persecute it as an undesirable weed. 


A friend lent me a New Zealand paper and its garden page that week 
featured, of all things, Dichondra lawns. Only they called it Mercury Bay 
Weed there. They may be raised from seed oversown on existing lawns or by 
turfs. The writer quoted the Mercury Bay Bowling Club as having used the 
plant as a bowling turf and says it gained some reputation amongst the 
bowling fraternity. 


. >, Enquiring here from one of the garden magazines, I found that the seed 
~ is obtainable from our Melbourne seedsmen and that it may be combined with 
clover but does need an’ "occasional" mowing. We live and learn} 
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Details of contributing Clubs are as follows: 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. 8. Belgraver, 
179 Lieyd Street, _ 


Mee. 3825 . 


Meetings commence at 7.30 p.m. and are held at the 
Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 
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SALE F.N.C. 


hessereeeeeneneetnenmnetnerene ema 
Honorary Secretary: Miss D. Johnson, 
Box 302, 
Sale. 3850 Tel. Sale 3282 


Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. and are held at the 
C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 
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Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 


Traralgon. 384). Tel. T'gon. 72117 


LRARALGON F.N.C. 


_ Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. and are held at the 
Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 
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2AGUL F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J. Brooks, 
: Nobel Street, 
Warragul. 3620 Tel. W'gul. 21563 


Meetings commence at &.00 p.n. and are held at the 
Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


ae ee oe coe ieee ee ne en SON Gee aD Oe at ee ND OE OS SD SO SE er SI ED SD RY SD a LS 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 
the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists' Club. Contributions on any aspect 
er branch of natural history are invited from members of all Clubs and 
should be addressed to: 

Acting Honorary Editor (Mrs. L. Padfield) 
42 Strzelecki Read, : 
YALLOURN. 3838 ° Tel. Yalleurn 622581 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Meeting: February 26th. 

Speaker: Mr. A. Roberts. 

Subject: Wildlife conservation. . 
Excursion: February 27th. Sale Common (or elsewhere 


as necessary) to study bird life. 
_ Further details at meeting. 


Annual Meeting: March 26th. Election of office bearers. 
Nomination forms will be available at 
the February meeting for the following 
offices: One President, two Vice- 
Presidents and one Treasurer. 


HARRAGUL F.Ne C. 
Meeting: February 2th - Annual Meeting. 


Speaker: Mr. Roy Hutchinson. 
Subject: Bees. ; 


Excursion: serengenente at meeting. 


TRARALGON B.N.C. 


Meeting: ‘No. details ayatlable. 
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Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 


You may be aware that the "Naturalist" will meet with various problems 
during 1971, but the Committee are determined to keep it in print. © 

We would like to think all subscribers will help by sending some copy 
to the Editor. If each could resolve to send one article each year there 


would not be a shortage of material. We all go out to observe nature, so 
let's have some of your observations in the form of a small article for 


your paper. 
At present there are a few people providing many articles, but we would 
not mind the majority providing some articles to help build up copy in hand. 


Ed. 


REPORT OF MEETING - 22/1/1971 
By Miss B. Kemp 


Because of the holiday season our January meeting was a film night, 
the programme consisting of six nature films from the State Film Centre 
covering a wide variety of interest. 


The first, "About Trees", showed the different types of trees for all | 
environments of Australia. The second, "Offspring of Isolation", dealt with 
some of Australia's marsupials, using illustrations and comments from 
Gould's 1860 "Mammals of Australia". Compared with the greater reality of 
the modern photography also used in the film, his beautiful drawings and 
Paintings seemed a little stylized but showed wonderful detail. There was 
@ delightful movie sequence on the Platypus which included Mark Twain's © 
description of this unique animal = "a duck made by a committee"! 


Then came "Wild Life Wonderland" showing birds and reptiles of Northern 
Australia - dragons and lizards of Central Australia, birds of Queensland,» 
and water birds of North Australia including the wonderful dance of the 
Brolgas. Wilson's Promontory National Park was the subject of the fourth 
film, "At the Land's End", The film could not do full justice to the "Prom." 
but those of us who had been there could fill in the missing details of 
particular interest to Field Nats. "Water Birds of the Inland" was next, 
illustrating the great variety of birds at Lake Narran of the N.S.W. inland. 


Finally, the 'piece de resistance', came "Living Traps", a Hungarian 
film providing a fascinating study of carnivorous plants in North and South 
America. It explained how lack of nitrogen in their environment. had caused 
them to evolve other means of obtaining food and showed by time-delay photo- 
graphy the Venus Flytrap, Pitcher Plants, Sundews and others trapping and 
eating (by digesting) their insect prey, with close-ups of the actual 
digestive glands at work. It also showed the way in which the plants react 
to stimuli and their ability to release indigestible food. A first class 
film in which the wonders of nature were matched by exoellent photography 
and narration. - Ae 


ia 
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HOWITT SPRINGS - 30/1-1/2/1971 
From Mrs. lL. Fadfield 


Howitt Springs, our camp site for the Australia Day weekend, is approx- 
imately 4 miles by road from the track to Mt. Howitt. We were 5300 ft. 
above sea level at the camp. : 


There was ample space for the camp and we had extensive bogs and plains 
to explore. Also, following the creek nearby we were led into a gorge with 
high cliffs made up of basalt with many outcrops of rock at the top. There 
were waterfalls along the creek. 


In spite of the weather there was much exploration of the landscape. 
Around the bogs the mat plants received much attention. The Colobanthus 
«Gr affinis) was examined closely as it was new to most people. Carpet 
Heath (Pentachondra pumila) was a mass of red berries and white flowers. 
Wherever we walked there was Alpine Stackhousia (S. pulvinaris) with its 
star-like flowers; also Ivy Goodenia (G. hederacea var. alpestris) with its 
yellow flowers covered the ground in many places. The Creeping Coprosma 
dnd Cherry were seen mixed in this carpet of mat plants. 


Larger plants were not overlooked, and most people saw Callistemon 
sieberi with delicate yellow blooms and Kunzea meulleri in bloom. Not in 
flower but in great masses was Hovea longifolia which has mauve flowers, 
and Richea continentis with its many white heads would be a picture at some 
earlier time. Hakea lissosperma was also identified. ~ 

Of Orchids we were delighted to see the Alpine Greenhood (Pterostylis 
alpina) in a large clump looking out above the grass. The Swan Greenhood 
(P. cyonocephala) was plentiful, as were the Leek Orchids (Prasophyllum 
suttonii and P. alpina). . = ir 

This is not a complete list of plants but I have tried to describe 
the areas with the most interesting ones. A complete list will be avail- 
able after checking by Mr. A Morrison, our leader. 


On Sunday a visit to Mt. Howitt, 5700 ft. A.S.L.,was made by some of 
the party. This will be recorded separately as there were some different 
plants seen there. a . ; 


We all had an exciting weekend and we were only sorry that members of 
the host club, Bairnsdale F.N.C., were not able to reach Howitt Springs. 


CORRECTION 3 


Emendations from Mrs.-Thompson to her article, "Wandering Wildflowers", 
pp. 2-4, January "Naturalist". Mr. Willis, who saw the article, commented: 
"T think Mrs. Thompson's effort, based on notes she took at the meeting, 
rather miraculous.. It would be.impossible to have the thing word perfect." 


Corrections are as follows. In the numbered paragraphs make the 

following changes: — 

Par. 1, line 6 - for murea read moorei. 

Par. 2, line 3 - for nitada read nitida; line 4 - for Calestasia read 
Calectasia. 
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Par. 3, line } ~ for A. toderii read A. loderii; last line - for senecia 
read senecio. 

Par. 4, page 3 - recast lines 6 to 8 to read "the Warby Ranges in Victoria, 
80 also does Acacia decora. The Currajong (Brachychiton populneus). 
grows in the rocky north-east area and Suggan Buggan, with one clump 
on the lower Murray River, but is ...." 

Par. 4, last line - for "quite common in N.S.W." read "much more frequent 
in N.S.W. W : “ 

Par. 5, line 5 - for "Black Butt (E. pilularis)" read "White Ash 
(E. fraxinoides)". 

Page 3, last line - for "all over the world" read "all over Southern 
Australia". 

Page 1, beginning of line 6 - for pornulata read crenulata. 


A misprint also slipped into Mr. and Mrs. Rowe's article on page 5, line 5. 
L. breviped should read L. brevipes. 


SNIPPITS FROM MT. HOWITT WEEKEND 
by Mrs. Bon Thompson 
There were 18 members present. The last car to get through left 
Traralgon about 6 p.m. Friday. Weather on the trip up covered the whole 
range — heavy rain, misty mountain fog, wind, and even sunshine and dust. 
The road was good all the way to Howitt Springs. 


The hut at the Springs made an excellent meeting place and enabled us 
to have a good fire all the time and dry out clothes and footwear, as well 
as boil the billies. 


The variety of reports about the floods, weather and roads led to much 
Speculation as to the route open for the return journey. However everyone. 
was able to return by their chosen route. Melbourne members took the more 
reliable route through Jamieson, while Gippsland members took the hazardous 
and water-covered route through Heyfield. One car went across country to 
Matlock, But all members arrived home safely on Monday. 


There was one family who put half their butter in a wide-mouthed 
thermos to prevent it becoming too soft and thus beat the heat. When 
Cheoked it was found that, while the butter in the thermos was as firm as 
when put there ,» the other butter stored in a plastic container was more 
Solid, It certainly was very cold at night. , 


Two younger members hiked all the way back to camp from Mt. Howitt 
(approx. 7 miles) and arrived at the same time as the other members in cars. 


Our camp had many visitors - about 10 hikers in groups of 2 to 5 (one 
couple camping in the hut overnight); there were jeeps and trucks and even 
two very noisy motorbikes. Nobody had any real information on roads or 
floods past Licola » but advice was plentiful. 


Despite the inclement weather all present were emphatic that they 
would return for another visit. 
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THE BAW BAW BERRY | 
Laas From Mrs. E. Lyndon 


While browsing in the little Alpine meadow on the shoulder of Mt. 
Useful, 17/1/71, I came across Wittsteinia, the Baw Baw Berry. A little 
creeklet falls down the mountain side in a series of muddy pools and ter- 
races, through a patch of burnt out Snowgum (E. pauciflora) to a waterhole 
below the road. Its course was packed with little bog plants tastefully 
sprinkled with tall Alpine Greenhoods. Although the gaunt dry Snowgums had 
not yet begun to regenerate, there was good growth of Wittsteinia shoots at 
their base and these, although not six inches in length, had flowered and 
set seed. 


We know this plant is on the Baw Baw Plateau, on Mt. Cobbler, Lake 
Mountain, and Donna Buang where it was found some years ago by Mrs. F.J.C. 
Rogers. Perhaps such a modest shrub is often overlooked, hiding as it does 
at the butts of Snowgum, Tea-tree or Beech. We must watch for it elsewhere 
in the high country. Why does it huddle so closely at the bases of these 


~ trees? Has it some association with their root systems? I have managed to 


strike cuttings until they were well rooted, but they never really prospered 
and eventually faded away. It ee be worth CORRS, it with the proper 
company. 


Incidentally, the small green flowers of this shrub have a rich and 
spicy perfume, a fact that is not evident in the field. 


FLIGHT PATTERN 


Thornbills fly in little waves 
Rising and falling with silver cries 
As if invisible little hills rise 
Rippling by - 


But fluting neeenee ; free in flaunting grace, 
Slowly - with wings outstretched to catch the winds of space 
Coast by - 


Parrots undulate and call in ne beats 

Vanishing down green corridors - arched cathedral streets - 
Where Zip and flash. of lorikeets arrow-throws ~ 

Go shouting by. 


Brown sombre beating rise of kookaburra's wing; 
Agitated shrilling call of plovers' airborne swing 
Merge with the tree-creeper's guimine fitting fling 
Calling by. 


The deliberate beat of blue ‘heron coming home: 

Wing-poised dignity of kestrel drifting dowm - 

Life's utter beauty, in a flash come and gone, 

Passing by. 
By Frances Gladstone, 
North-eastern F.N.C. 
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NOTES ON THE RARE AUSTRALIAN SATYRID BUTTERFLY 


Argynnina cyrila - "Cyrila Brown". By Mr. 0.¢.L. Gooding 
Family, Satyrinae. Genus, Argynnina. 

Brief reference to this:rare butterfly was included in the article I 
wrote for the Latrobe Valley Naturalist, Issue No.54, June 1968 under the 
title of "The Golden Brown Butterflies of South-East Australia". It was 
impossible at that time to make any special reference to it for fear of 
Occupying too much space. As there is very little knowledge known of this 
rare butterfly, I propose in this article to write these notes and, by do- 
ing so, to "set the record straight". 


My experience of this fascinating butterfly goes back to 1915, almost 
exactly 55 years ago, when I captured my first specimen on the Tyers River 
at Gould on 30th September, 1915. That specimen, a good one, is still pre- 
Served in my collection and has lost none of its original lustre or beauty. 
That particular area, a good collecting place not only for insects but for - 
wildflowers too, is now all submerged by the Moondarra Dam - such is the 
march of progress, but we must have water, it is indeed "liquid gold". 


This butterfly is known in all butterfly books as Argynnina hobartia, 
S-Sp. cyrila (Waterhouse and Lyell, 191). That, in my opinion, is absol- 
utely ridiculous, for I am certain this rare butterfly is a distinct species 
to the Tasmanian hobartia. The shape, colour, and pattern of the wings are 
different, but the indisputable difference is that our butterfly has a 
large prominent and very distinct sex mark which the Tasmanian butterfly 
has not got - not even a remote sign of a sex mark. Our butterfly is also 
larger. Therefore oyrila will always be known by me as distinct from the 
Tasmanian hobartia. : 


The butterfly is a very pretty one. On the upper surface it is black 
and orange~brown with faint ocelli (and at a certain angle of light 
metallic green), underside pinkish with red-brown striae overlaid with 
lighter blotches and marks. This is all designed by nature to resemble a 
dried Autum leaf; indeed, when a butterfly settles on a dried eucalyptus 
leaf or piece of dried bark with wings erect, the camouflage is so perfect 
that it is most difficult to pick the butterfly from the leaf. 


Naturalists on their outings in the bush, from September to December 
and in typical cyrila habitat, are certain to get glimpses of this rare 
butterfly. It is very shy and very fast, and most naturalists would have 
little chance of capturing one without a net. Sometimes in the bush, when 
I have seen a cyrila which I particularly wanted I have spent a considerable 
time using all my bushoraft and skill before I finally captured its; 4 or 5 
Specimens is a good day's catch. Argynnina cyrila is always on the lookout 
for any entomologist, whose advent is carefully noted, and it is indeed 
difficult to approach closer than 12 or 15 feet, when it raises its wings 
to half mast, vibrates a second, and away goes cyrila at amazing speed to 
the highest eucalypt. - . Zoot 


I have a long series of specimens of cyrila in my collection and have 
also supplied specimens to most of the main collectors in Australia. 


This rare butterfly has a very old and archaic origin, possessing a 
great and most interesting antiquity. I trust my readers will find these 
notes on one of Australia's rarest butterflies interesting. 
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A PLEA FOR SURVIVAL 
‘ 7 Prom Miss B. Kemp 
Roll on, thaideep and dark blue Ocean - roll! ; 
Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain; 
Man marks the earth with ruin: - his control 
Stops with the shore. : 


When Byron penned these lines, little did he dream that in only 150 
years his words would be disproved. 


Ten thousand fleets have not swept over our oceans in vain. Our oil 
fleets have left their mark in oil pollution of sea and shore, our fishing 
fleets have eaten into the ecological balance of our oceans. 


Man marks the earth with ruin, but his control does not stop with the 
shore. The oceans have become the dumping ground for dangerous materials 
both deliberately (redundant chemical warfare material and the products of 
nuclear fission) and inadvertently (agricultural poisons carried by streams 
to the sea). As food producing land dwindles with the spread of ‘progress! 
the cry is for the sea to be cultivated and harvested to make up the 
difference. 


Will the ruin man brings to the land thus spread to the oceans, his 
last resource? Will our solar system eventually contain a dead or dying 
planet that can be rejuvenated only when the last vestige of ‘intelligent’ 
life has been self-exterminated? 


Before it is too late, we must discover that the real price of progress 
is eternal vigilance in the balanced use and conservation of our natural 
resources. We do not own the planet on which we live, we share it and are’ 
permitted to dwell upon it for as long as we can live in. harmony with the 
natural environment which gives us life. 


A SUMMER DATSY 
From Miss J. Galbraith 


In the open forest close to Glenmaggie Reservoir a most attractive 
little daisy was flowering in January. I+t was Small Daisy (Brachycome 
parvula) which I had not before seen in flower. 


Each bushy plant was 6 to 10 inches high, its many fine wiry branches 
clothed with inconspicuous dark narrow leaves, 3 to $ inch long. Each 
branch terminates in a bare wiry stalk and one % inch daisy, usually mauve 
or purple, or, on some bushes, white. 


They were larger and more luxuriant than any dried specimens I had 
seen, so I had some doubt about the species; but we found fruits which are 
characteristic of Small Daisy, a flattened wedge shape, with thickened 
edges. ay 
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NOTES FROM A TRAVELLER 


"The National Parks are well managed in N.S.W. We visited an area 
named 'Girakool' picnic spot. It was delightful.... They had nature ©. 
trails and carvings. There were named specimens of the plants to be seen. 
On one board were ‘specimens alien to the park! - chip papers, cigarette 
packets, tissues and various litter, all labelled neatly, with the 
addition, 'Found in the park. Not native. Were you guilty?'" 


"At Tooronga Park there is a 'Noctarium'. There is artificial 
moonlight which makes the animals active by day. It was interesting to 
See fruit bats - noisy things - and the lovely Cuscus." 


"The Lyrebird at Tooronga Zoo came out to inspect us. Sharing her 
beautiful enclosure were a Regent Bower-bird, 4. Catbirds, Yellow Robin, 
& Red Whiskered Bulbul** and a Grey Thrush. The enclosure was delightful. 
Tt had a pond and tiny fountain, all sheltered by beautiful tree-ferns. 


It looked very natural indeed." aun “486 
*™ Native of India, introduced to Australia. 


_ And after returning home: "An Oriole woke me yesterday morning, 
Singing at the top of his voice from the elm tree. Last night two Plovers 
were on the lawn under the hose. <A Rufous Whistler has adopted the 
garden each afternoon and he sings loudly in the sunshine." 


Extracts from a letter from our member, Mrs. Collins, now of Chiltern 
(but still a member of L.V.F.N.C.). 


BANDED LANDRAIL — 
From Miss H. Christensen 


Early in November, sad to say, I found on the road another very run 
over Landrail near where I found the other bird (July Issue No.79). 


However, on 4th December at 6 p.m. I saw a Landrail fly across the 
road and land in the paddock opposite. On approaching where it landed 
it saw me and flew about 50 yards further in the paddock, flying at about 
2 feet above the ground. 


2lst Dec. Saw the Landrail again. It flew from in front of me and 
landed in Tong grass. . 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM MRS. L. GALBRAITH 
THEN CAMPING AT MT. BUFFALO 


We walked down to the end.of Lake Catani, where there is a snow grass 
plain and a large sphagnum bog which is just covered with flowers. You’ can 
walk and look, and look and walk until you are tired without coming to the 
end of them. I isha s identify Ty. 


The Richea is in full bloom, and the Billy Beers: some with grey 
narrow leaves and some With broader leaves and orange flowers, and 
Podolepis robusta with thick bright green leaves like marigold leaves - 
they have flowered earlier. The Buttercups are lovely - so big and shiny. 
Purple daisies (Brachycome aculeata) are everywhere and many, many more 
from minute mat-plants to bushy shrubs of Mint-bush (Prostanthera cuneata) 
and Micromyrtus ciliatus. The Kunzea muelleri and tiny Pultenaea tenella — 
form a thick spreading cover 6-10 ins. deep; covering many square yards 
even over rocks. 


We are camped near the edge of a Snow Gum forest; we see nothing but 
the lovely grey stems of Snow Gums, with undergrowth of bright pink 
Trigger-plants and Leafy Bossiaea in bright bronze seed. There is a 
scattering of tall Silver Daisies, with ground cover of Purple Violets, 
Ivy-leaf Goodenias and White Marianth - no bracken at all. I counted 80 
Trigger-plants from my chair here near the tent door. fies 


BIRDS AT COFFS HARBOUR 44; 
/ From Mr, E. Homann 


Park Beach Road at Coffs Harbour follows the ocean beach from near 
the Railway Station. On the seaward side, after the earavan park has been 
left behind, there is a stretch of bush about 100 yards wide. It consists 
of Banksias, Coastal Tea-tree and the. broad-leaved Paper-bark. 


We stayed at the most northerly block of flats, and here were Coral 
Trees, Banksias and the broad-leaved Paper-bark all in full bloom. It was 
a paradise for Honey-eaters. 


Noticed during the week we were there were the Little Wattle-bird, 
the Eastern Spine-bill, the Yellow-winged, the Yellow-faced, the Lewin 
Honey-eater, the Brown Honey-eater. This last has the best voice among 
the Honey-eaters, reminding one of the Reed-warblers. 


The Rainbow and the Scaly-breasted Lorikeets were there in flocks. 
Most of the common birds were there - the Black-backed Magpie, the Mud- 
lark, Grey Butcher-bird, and the Kookaburra, the Willy Wagtail, the Oriole 
and the Firetail Finch. An occasional visitor was the White-breasted Sea 
Eagle. There was a covey of Brown Quail that paid regular visits to feed 
on the seeding grasses. 
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BOOK REVIEW - "BETWEEN WODJIL AND TOR" 


by Barbara York Main (Jacaranda Press, 1967) 


Barbara York Main has a Ph.D.in Zoology from the University of Western 
Australia (her husband is also a zoologist) and has known from birth the 
area in the Western Australian Wheatbelt about which she writes. She is 
eee aa well qualified by training and personal experience to write this 

ook, 


The book deals with the ecology of an area of bushland left undisturb—~ 
ed between wheat paddocks, and one is taken on a fascinating journey with 
the author into the lives of the denizens (both fauna and flora) of this 
region. To quote: "The bushland of the Wheatbelt has a very different 
annual cycle from that of other places. Here winter with its rain ig the 
time of life and growth, not of hibernation; spring is a time of slowing 
down in preparation for aestivation for survival during the hot dry summer." 
The period covered is a full year, and there is a day to day, month to 
month, season to season account of birth, life and death, never tedious but 
leading one eagerly on to the next event. One obtains a third dimensional 
picture of the whole area as it happens ~- the life cycles, weather cycles, 
seasons ~ seeing the wonderful. interrelation that exists in nature between 
fauna, flora,-soil, weather. Nothing is wasted, all is ordered, and one 
emerges with a great respect for both nature and the authar. 


Dr. Main uses technical terms where necessary, but this does not 
detract from the simple, at times beautiful, language in which the book is 
couched, and her line drawings in the margins and elsewhere add both 
atmosphere and clarity to the text. In addition there are a very useful 
glossary, list of references and index. 


To my mind this book would make a very useful teaching aid, ideal for 
both teachers and students, presenting natural history in a most enjoyable 
and painless fashion. It shows how one does not need vast stretches of 
bush in which to study nature but that even the patches left to us along 
the roadways and streams contain a fascinating microcosm from which we can. 
learn, I can recommend this book to all who are interested in nature and 
would like to escape into a new world for a period. . 

From Miss B. Kemp 


evecare EI: 


L.V.F.N.C. LIBRARY - ADDITIONS 


GENERAL : ‘ 
A BUSHMAN'S HARVEST. Jack Hyett. 1961. 
THE FACE OF AUSTRALIA, Charles F, Laseron. 2nded. 1954. 
THE MOVING WATERS. John Stewart Collis. N.D. eae 
WILDLIFE IN SOUTHEASTERN AUSTRALIA. Austn. Broad. Commn. N.D. 
ROCKS AND MINERALS: 
AUSTRALIAN ROCKS AND MINERALS. John Child. 1963. = | 
ROCKS AND MINERALS. Herbert S. Zim and Paul R. Shaffer. 1957. 
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NOTES FROM L.V.F.N.C. EXECUTIVE MEETING. 
held at the home of Mrs. L. Padfield on 972/ (1 


"THE WILDFLOWERS OF WILSON'S PROMONTORY NATIONAL PARK": ‘The Glub received 
adviee of this new book by J. Ros. Garnet and we can order it from F.N.C.V. 
Please contact our Secretary if you wish to order a copy. Price - #. Ds te 


PROGRAMME: Much’ correspondence regarding 1971 programme was SEA STOHSISFeltc 
We Hone el stella gle the programme soon. 


LIBRARY: - | ‘Miss Kemp advised that she can no longer carry on as Tabrariany 
and Mrs. Crane'has offered to act in this capacity. A number of books 
from Mr. Seanlan's library have been given to ours. . 


THE NATURALIST: ‘Several members of the Executive will edit, set out and 
type pages ready for typists to do the stencils. We hope this will be a’ 
satisfactory arrangement. 


WOODSIDE RESERVE: Mr. Rossiter of Hedley wrote regarding this reserve for © 
Pterostylis fishii in South Gippsland. Apparently the area needs cleaning . 
up (overgrown with bracken) and L.V.F.N.C. has been asked to help with this. 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Please note that subscriptions are due at the 
Annual EEN, 26th March: 
Single person - $1.50 
_ Family - $2.00. 


To comply with postal regulations the Naturalist can only be sent to 
Financial Members. We would appreciate prompt payment of subscriptions. 


SUPPER ROSTER: February 26th. Mrs. Branson. 
ee , Miss Rossiter. © 


NEXT EXECUTIVE VEETING: Will be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Homann, 
Bh Hennessy Street, Moe, on 2nd March. 


Club_ menibers are reminded that Executive meetings are open to 
anyone interested in the business of the Club. 


WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB 


For February only there is a change of stan The Annual Meeting 
will be held on February 2th. 


Mr. Roy Hutchinson, an Apiarist, will speak on Bees. As there. is an. - 
association between the was) fae the native argh this should: be an 
interesting aoe : ; 


Latrabe Valley Naturalist 
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Details of contributing Clubs are as follows: 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. S. Belgraver, 
. 179 Lieyd Street, 


Mee. 3825 . 


Meetings commence at 7.30 p.m. and are held at the 
Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


Ae ee et ee Ha a Se HY NE OS MY ea 


Honorary Secretary: Miss D. Johnson, 
Box 302, 
Sale. 3850 Tel. Sale 3282 


Meetings cemmence at 8.00 p.m. and are held at the 
C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


A et ae me Gk ht a ES ES A CY 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 


“Traralgon. 384. Boi cones casi, 


Meetings commence at 8.00 pom. and are held at the 
Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 
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tAGUL F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J. Brooks, 
Nobel Street, 
Warragul. 3820 Tel. W'gul. 21563 


Meetings commence at &.0O p.m. and are held at the 
Ateert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


Oe ee nee i ee ce ee oe Me te et me et ee Se A er a MH SY 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 
the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists' Club. Contributions on any aspect 
er branch of natural history are invited from members of all Clubs and 
Should be addressed to: 

heting Honorary Editor (Mrs. L. Padfield) 
42 Strzelecki Read, : 
YALLOURN. 3838 Tel. Yalleurn 622581 
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ISSION BY POST AS A PERIODICAL _—i||_— 


3 SONG aS 


ee Weattnes” : “Waroh 3 26th. aes Senos : be aie 
Subject: Members slido night 10 slides Sachs person. Contact 
; pe P E.Horotta aes you a to show slides, . 


be Broursions ‘Waech Aste please: Races ieee of date for ‘this excursion, . 
er ~ Cape Woolamai° +o see the rock formations there. : : 
‘Meet at San Remo ey ‘a.m, near 3B pees 


oe Tips, Bbyndon sae a 


ane 2h Tot é Forosixy otticer at Necrin South) 
ae ht 8 r 


he Comb’ gis oe 
Hees at ‘Sen ono Hercioe oye 


with W. Fal. ea 
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Me. Barry Graham Birds Nests 
Rufous Fantail and Grey Fantail. er 
Miss. W.Christensen A Pardalotes nest(one with red under tail?) 
The The nest was about 10 in. from entrance to tunnel. 
irs. Lyndon.Specimen of Brachycome graminia 


irs. Thompson An interesting display of pressed specimens collected at 
Mt. Howitt excursion. 


Iie, Homann Specimen of Lambertia formosa or Mountain Devil which has flowered 
very well this year . 


exces se ACO CE LO ARNE 


NOTES FROM SALE F.N.C. Supplied b lirs. Newnham . 


Our last speaker (February )was Mr. Colin Chalmers, the local officer 

of the dopartmont of Fishorics & Wild Life. His talk on Wild Life Reserves and 
National Parks , was well recieved. Mr. Peter Turner acted as leader for the 
excursion to the Den of Nargun. Here.,we attempted to identify ferns with the aid 
of Mr. Turners "Key to the Ferns". Unfortunately there was too much water coming 
dowm Iguana creck for some of the "not so young" members , like myself, to go far 
along the gully, but some were agilo enough to do so, and saw 2 most attractive 
and unusual sight of the watercoming right over the Den in a rushing torrent. 

© ranger told us of other attractive places in the area, but these were not. 
accessable at present owing to the condition of the roads and bridges after 
the floods, 3 
thespeaker at the March meeting was Mr. Neil Taylor, a geologist from isso, 
and his subject was "Off sore geology". 


‘thankyou Mrs. Wewmham for these notes. Bde 


AeA A AO ERO ECCI IO 


ORB WWAVING SPIDER 
By Gwen Stevenson 

Recently an oxcited child neighbour presented me with a bottle 
containing a spectacular silver spider. 
“e and others discoverud this in the grass vhile they were playing and were 
interestud to know its name. Reference to the School Library showed it to 
be Argiopo trifasciata, an orb weaving spider. : 
his spider ig used in illustration on the fwnt cover of Jacaranda Pocket 
Guide " Spidors of Australia ". It is little more’ than half an inch long, 
“ppearine silver on top, underside yellow, black and red, legs banded brown 
oad black, The silver is due to a fine hairy pile. 


: As a result of this discovery one child andone adult are now alittle 
wiser about spiders. 
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VAC LISIER SPRINGS AND ME, HOWLTT JANUARY 


Yet another misty morning as two vevicles left camp at Howitt ut todrive . 
three miles up the roadto where the eight occupants left them and started 
walking.A well defined jeep track uostly easy walking with only two steep 
portions to Macalister 4ut proved an interesting walk between light forests” 
of “now Gums and across open highland plains. Many specimens the same as 
had been found around the Howitt ut on the previous day were seen, but in 
adition Royal Grevillea (Grevillea victoriae), Alpine Mint Bush (Prosthant= 
era <cuneata), Ivy Leaf Violet ( Viola hederacea), both Prasop'yllum alpina - 
and P.suttonnii, Cinnamon Bells (Gastrodia sesamoides) all added variety 
and colour, ; 


The Memorial Hut above Macalister Springs-is of unusual design. It is still 
under construction, but with its tent shape » use of stonework, and fibre 
glass insulation under copper roofing shows what can be built in even 
remote places, The springs further down the hillside are pipid into a forty 
four gallon drum with " crawlies" in the water possibly the reason why it 
is imperative to boil it before use. We lunched by the side of the track 
here where we understand there is a glorious mountain view ... in fine 
weather, A nearer view revealed Mountain Caladenia (Caladenia lyallii) 
seeding at the side of. the track. 


after lunch on through the mist past the lip of the Terrible Hollow... a 
drop of some thousands of feet ... but for us a view of fully fifty feet 

of fog. Above the treeline where the track is marked by cairns are glorious 
meadows of alpine flowers. snow Daisies (Celmisia longifolia) ,Snow aciphyll 
(Aciphylla glacialis), Orange iverlasting ( Helichrysum acuminatum), the 
closed heads of these adding brighter colour;Grass Trigger ~plants(Stylidium 
graminifolium), Hyebrights, Bulbine Lily(@ulbine bulbosa), Billy Buttons 
(Craspedia unifolia) and a Common Bird Orchid( Chiloglottis gunnii), and 
more Leek Orchids, Mes 

At the summit of iit. Howitt the two earliest arrivals and the youngest of 
the party had arrived to sce a moer distant view through breaks in the clouds. 
They busied themselves cleaning out the tin containing the Log Book ie. 
emptying a couple of pints of water from it and rebuilding part of the caim, 
Activity was necessary in the biting wind and driving mist and rain, 


The trek back to the cars was quicker than the outward journey, licre birds 
were seen than during the morning. Several pigeons, Flame ~breasted Robins, 
Kookaburras, Crows and one Snipe. Other animal life noted were a few butter~ 
flies and moths(unidentified) a small lizard, Planarians of metallic blue 
shade, Millipedes, a slug and some fine fat worms several inches in length, 


A further interesting feature of the walk was the change in the rock formations. 


Until the Macalister Hut all rocks seen appeared to be basalt, then there was 
a distinct change to sandstone or quartzite. 
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QUR MEETINGS WITH THE MOTTLECAH. 


a TR A EL 


from lxs. June Lubcke 
It was a rainy day in the Darling ranges when we first saw the lovely 
Eucalyptus macrocarpa in natural surroundings. It was growing on 4 slope 
beside the road near the Serpentine river, and its large leathery blue-grey 
leaves stood out in contrast to the mellow background of the rain drenched 
mountains. It was about 10 feet tall, and its long straggling branches arched 
dom, sprawling in careless grace against the side of the hill. . 
The shrub was not in bloom, but its shape and gilvery—blue foliage alone made 
it a thing of beauty. 


We met again a week later under entirely different circumstances, 
The day was sunny and very hot, and Muc.macrocarpa was spreading in a low 
dense mass on a sondplain near Dandaragan. Some large deep crimson blooms 
were fully open,and several more were " dipping their lids " to us in 
greeting, Even the bud cap (or operculum)was omamental, being silver-grey 
and marked with ridges. I thought at first that this particular shrub might 
be Buc. rhodantha, which is described as " a spreading shrub that barely rises 
above the level of the surrounding low sandplains vegetation, It appears very 
Similar to Buc. macrocarpa,but is distinguished by possession of a long 
flower stalk", However the flowers of this specimen were stalkless, which 
agreed with the typical form. Mr. Don Renfro, Califommia, U.S.A., in an article 
in "Australian Plants" (June 1968) says, " In form, Buc. macrocarpa grows 
in one of two ways. It either grows straight up 8 - 15 It.or itbranches at 
ground level forming a dense growth of glacous branches. 


vm, uCs_macrocarpa is known by several names — "The Mottlecah", : 

The Bush Rose" and the "Blue Bush", butif lr. Renfro should succeed in 
getting it introduced into Californian gardens it will have doubly earned its 
most popular name of all - "Rose of the West". 


BOOK REVIEW By JIM PBLERSON 
" AUSTRALIAN ORCHIDS IN COLOUR" by LEO CADY & B. ROTHERHAM = 
A.H.& A.W.Reed producers of the book are keeping up their reputation of 
producing high quality natural history books of reasonable size suitable 
for beginners & those more advanced students of natural history. 


This book is most attractively presented with over one hundred colour 
plates of orchids of excellent reproduction, mostly photographed by our well 
known club friend Ted. Rotherham. There is a very good text of some twentysix 
pages produced by Mr. Leo Cady a N.S.Weorchid expert but none the less ; 
proficient on orchids from all parts of Australia. 


The volume is covering some hundred of Australia's six hundred odd species, 
Some photos include species printed for the first time. There are some half 
dozen photos of orchid pollination actually taking place; a rare enough 
sight to see, let alone to have photos of them. 

As the size of the book was limited, the number of species have been 
limited however an excellent selection of both common and rare orchids have 
been featured. Priced at less than $ 4.00 I recommend this book to all 
orchid lovers. 
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REPORT OF EXCURSION 10 SAL ARMA 27th. Pobruary. 


Eleven cars assembled at the meeting point at Lake Guthridge. The day was 
inclined to be hot.The lake was low and dirty and the birds were not plentiful. 
On the lake we saw , pelicans , a pair of chestnut teal and the usual small 
water birds mainly dusky moor hens and the occasional eastern swamp hen. 


We then inspected the Sale F.N.C.Arborctum. The native plants have grown | 
well since it was established in 1966. 
On theroad around the lake, in a low swampy paddock, there was a good collectio# 
of birds, from the stately black swan to the humble m@mestic pigeons, 
cites birdsobserved were both ibis, eastern swamp hens, hoary~headed grebe 
and teal, 

We then moved to the camping park areca where we had Tcl in the shade of 
trees planted by the late Mr. T.Robinson of Chorizema nursery at Dutson,. 
The trees in the reserve included: a Pyramid tree(Lagummaria patersonii), 
kurrajong (Sterculia diversifolia) Silky Oak, Lilly Sarge Acacias, and the old 
Red Gums on the banks of the canal. 


After lunch we headed for The Heart Morass area, On the way there was a. “dan 

with very attractive native water lilies(Ottelia) Further along we saw a very 
cheeky willy wagtail .cheeking a swamp harrier, but, being cunning it kept below 
the bigger bird. There was quite a lot of water in the low areas, one of las 
was well stocked with black swans and cygncts. 
We continued to LakeWellington where we saw marsh terns working the shallow 

mud banks, and heard but did not sce reed warblers, although we did sce an 
object that could have been a nest. 


On the return to Sale we inspected a hedge that has grovm into trees. 
The soecies of tree was fairly uncommon, and is known as the Osage Orange, 
The leaves of this tree can be fed to silk worms, but as for eating the fruit 
I personally consider the idea would be out. 


We then returned to the Hasterm side of the game refuge in Sale where. we 
had afternoon tea under the red gums and saw on one a very good natural graft. 
The complete list of birds seen on the excursion is as follows. 


White Cockatoo gret Cormorant Vi Leh 
Swamp Harrier White Ibis Reed warbler 
Raven - Straw-necked Ibis Wastern Rosella 
Marsh tern | Magpie Swallow 

Magpie lark Fairy martin Sea gull 

Bronze wing pigeon Bald coot Kestrel 

Hastern Water hen Svamp hav Black duck 

Gold finch Grey teal Starling 

Black ‘Swan Sparrow . Hoary—headed eeete 
Willy wagtail - S§pur-winged Plover Grey fantail 
White faced heron White-necked heron Brown thornbill 


Whistling kite 


Our leader for the day was Mrs. Lyndon to whom I am grateful for the naming of 
the botanical species mentioned in this article, 


Tom Moretti. 
(ou Loken 
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JHE MOUM? HOWLTT ADVENTURE OR OUTWARD BOUND WITH BATRNSDALES 


Mrs. 1. Lyndon 
Latrobe Valley Naturalists set out for the camp~out on the long weekend 
in January with high hopes, for although the previous week had been humid and 
unsettled the forecast for the weekend was reasonably good. Little did we 
know then what Jupiter Pluvius was planning for Gippsland. 


ome me 


Vriday morming was misty on the Leongatha side, a mist that deepened to 
rain in the hills. When Miss Rossiter and I left Tyers about 10.30 am. 
we drove, Somewhat grimly, through pouring rain with visibility down to 
almost nil across the plains to Cowwarr where it began to ease a little. 
Beyond Glenmaggie we left the rain behind and began to congratulate each 
other on our determination, the writer airing her pet theory " If you face 
up to the weather it will always give way". Famous last words?. 


The remainder of that day was sunny, so we had to seek shade for lunch. 

The river road beyond icola was very dry so that the many timber trucks 
were trailed by columns of dust thatgave fair warming of their approach. . . 
“ome members met with as many as sixteen of these juggermauts which makes 
one wonder how the timber reserves stand up to such heavy harvesting. 2 
The Mount Howitt road was new to us, a ridge route with some splendid vista 
of jagged mountains and deep gorges where cotton-wool clouds lurked, 
Every now and then the road crossed flower—bedecked alpine meadows flanked 
by groves of old and pictuzesque snow-gums, a constant temptation to browse 
by the wayside. It was a surprise to find that much of the way lay through 
‘fenced and cattle-gridded country. 


At the campsite Mr. end Mrs. ilorrison were waiting with the kettle 
boiling and after the tents were up there was time for a walk before tea— 
time, Cars continued to come in from Warragul, Wulgulmerang, Traralgon, 
Yallourn and Leongatha, this last one reporting water over the road at one 
Of the lower creek crossings. Before they were all safely in the rain 
began to fall , a light drizzle that continued for most of the weekend, 
The stout weatherproof hut with its ample eshy fireplace proved a blessing 
in the days that followed and at least one member san testify to the comfort 
of its " outer-spring " mattresses while tho flames from the big back-log © 
flickered on the shingles in the ceiling. It was not generally known then 
that the hut was haunted ! 


We report regretfully, that two of our leading ladies, stricken by some 
malady doubtless engineered by this ghost, were forced to take to their 
beds for part of the week-end, ‘There they remained, much to our disappoint- 
ment and theirs, resupinate upon the substratum, as the mycologists would 
Say. Devoted attendants bustled in and out of their tents offering such | 
appetisers as chicken broth and salmon mornay. Radio reports of washed 
out roads and isolated towns enlivened their seclusion. 


Saturday morming around 6am. was perfectly still and temporarily dry, 
A brisk walk up the road between the dripping trees found numerous Bronze- 
wing Pigeons and Flame Robins out getting a quick breakfast. 
The tent -encircled hut stood beside a spring at the sheltered edge of a 
belt of Snow Gums below the road, In front and below this area again there 
Stretched a long open plain watered by a tiny creek, the thick snow grass 
dotted with clover flowers. 

CONTdecee 
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It is an old trick of the cattleman to carry a bag of clover seed to enrich 
the mountain pastures as they ride alot:, -The cattle help to spread it 
far and wide. 


Further out across the creek we found the plain well furmished with most 
of the Alpine mat plants and members of the daisy family. An interesting 
introduction trailing dowm the creek banks was Alchemilla, or Lady's Mantle, 
of the Rosaceae, a Huropean weed of ancient lineage. It is widespread in the 
Kosciusko region where it is said to have appeared in the early 1800s, 
doubtless spread by grazing. Its mallow like leaves, often autumn tinted, fold 
like a fan and the tiny greenish-yellow flowers are borne in packed inflores- 
scences. Dew from the leaves of Alchemilla was collected by the alchemists 
of earlier eras in making up the clixir that bestowed perpetual yputh. 

Would anyone like a cutting ? Perhaps we missed something?. 


Twice each day walking parties, booted and oil-skinned, fanned out over 
the country, gathering with cries of delight round each fresh discovery. 
Mr, Alan Morrison had already collected the tiny Finger fern, Grammitis 
armstrongii, but it was so unexpectedly minute and unfernlike that no one 
recognized it then, We must watch out for it in other high country. 

Mr. Rogers was first to locate the rare Brittle Bladder Fern growing in 
crevices of the basalt rocks. Dick Morrison turmed up a patch of Moonwort,. 
An unuasually wooly Birdsnest Fungus came in on adry cowpat and was later 


identified as Crucibulum vulgare, 


The hut was a cosy haven at meal times and for the evening get-together 
when we sat’ round the fire and bragge of steeper mountains and rougher camps 
We gave grateful thanks for the transparont panel in the rear wall while we 
tripped over each others feet down the dark end by the fire.... 

esee Drying pants, coats head and footgear steamed merrily from every 
nail and every rafter, even inside the fireplace prcper. 

The blackened hut billies bubbled and boiled from their blackened chans 

over the fire. People wandered in with tcapots, skimmed off the cinders, 
dipped out some water, and, head still in fireplace, were heard to mutter 
reflectively "you know » L believe there's SOMETHING in this billy ! " 


Funny little incidents enlivened our weekend, causing much hilarity and 
good natured backchat. There was the Howitt Mountaineer with all the badges 
who was the envy of all as he deliberated before cach meal which of his 
tinned delicacies he would have this time. On Sunday right he tripped over 
one of the solid handcarved cucalypt armchairs and his open can of boiling 
beans landed neatly upside down on the carthen floor, Calling in some of 
the best brains in camp we succceded in righting his ¢inner. Thanks to the 
poor illumination prevailing at the time, allicd to ar. excellent appetite, 
itwas despatched with enjoyment. Then there was the ledy ? seated on the 
hob happily munching her breakfast, with a German sausage clutched in one 
hand and a knife in the other, Imagine her embarrassment , when she rose to 
put things in her tuckerbox, to find HER savcage still in its wrappings! 

_ Community coffee suppers are something to remembcr; as also were the 
huge invisible bowls that lay in wait for the unwary in the shadows under 
the gas lamps that hung from the low rafters. There yere the perfect 
facilities for cooking Damper and no one had thought to bring any flour. 


Ayicy Moles easel 
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From time to time we had visitors, stalwart walkers coming dovm the mountain 
heading for the Wonnangatta Valley. The first pair were a novelty up ther on 
top of the world and they were feted and made much of, The second group, 
& complete family, were also hospitably entertained. In late afternoon a couple 
of rude fellows came tramping through the rain. They were received cautiously 
and in spite of our veiled allusions to the draughty roof and the damily. ghost . 
decided to Stay the night. Then just at dusk two vehicles appeared at the gat es 
containing, so rumour said, some ten men. This was beyond a joke and all able 
bodies in camp rushed out with angry cries, prepared to defend the sliprails. 
After some parloying these unfortunate wayfarers, to our immense relief, 
decided that perhaps after all they preferred a less crowded hut a few miles 
back along the road. | 


On Sunday morning two cars set out for the base of Mt Howitt to convey 
a small walking party to the start of the foot track to the highest point. 
Others, assuming that one mountain looks much like another in a dense fog, 
elected to continue their botanical researches nearer home. 


A mile or so below the camp the creek had cut for itself a spectacular gorge, 
tts remarkable deep and rugged cliffs corrugated in something like organ 
Pipe formation. The upper walls are perpendicular but the lower parts fall 
away to the stream bed in steep slopes of broken rock, As it enters the gorge 
tract the creek is diverted sharply round the nose of a narrow spur before 
resuming its course dow the mountain, In this stretchis a series of cascades 
terminated by a sudden vertical fall of about twenty feet, just below the 
second elbow bend. Where a stream such as this tumbles over the edge of a lava 
cliff erosion is generally rapid due to the jointing in the basalt allowing 
the rock to fall away in columns, and this little falls has probably receded — 
& long way upstream, if I read the signs aright. The damp rocks were spotted 
with crustaceous lichens in big pale patches and Mother Shield-fern trailed 
long green plumes toward the water. Brittle Bladder-fern was not uncommon in 
rock crevices. Up on the scree slopes were clumps of a white flowering — 
Leptospermum and a symetrical fir-like Hakea (H, lissosperma). It would be 
interesting to go back sometime and trace the whole course of this gorge. 
Monday morning found us all packing up, full of forebodings through 
listening to too many radio reports, ‘The weather immediately came to its 
Senses and we saw for the first.time the beauty of the long plains, the hills 
and gorges that surrounded us on every hand. for obvious reasons no one dallied, 
and stops wore few in that land of flowers. The sleepy Wellington River was 
a raging torrent swoeping a littered course through the timber along its banks, 
Rumour was rife in Licola. For a while it seemed we must go home through 
Jamieson on the long way round. Just as it seemed all was lost a phone call 
from the post office to the road patrol man in Heyfield elicited the inforn— 
ation that although the road was closed it was possible to get through entirely 
at one's om risk. Further more we would be met halfway and escorted through the 
worst places. To the people who arranged this for us, and to our owm dauntless 
drivers, we owe a debt of gratidude. Suffice to say that we negotiated 
Horrific landslides in the hills, skirted gaping chasms on the flats and 
wouldnt have missed it for worlds. We wonder why young people bother to enroll 
in adventure schools when they might join the Giopsland's Naturalist Clubs 
and live dengerously and much more cheaply, too. 
We look forward to further outings arranged by Bairnsdale! 


a tained’ 
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NOTES FROM LV.F.N.C. EXECUTIVE MEBTING HELD 2nd. March 1971 


THe NATURALIST : Contributions to be sent to Miss. J.Galbraith. 
lirs, Stevenson has voluntcered to help with typing of stencils, © 
Editing sub committce will meet to discuss problems and future arrangements. 


PROGRAMME: It was deciced to publish program as far as we are certain of 
speakers, The final months details will be published as soon as arrangements 
can be finalized. 


NATURAL HISTORY MEDALLION:I¢ was suggested that L.V.F.U.C. support the 
nomination of Mr. Cliff Beuglehold. : 

Miss. Galbraith will represent this club on the General Committes for the 
Natural “istory Medallion, 


CCHS URVATION IN Wea. A letter was read from the leader of the opposition 

in the W.A.Parliament in reply to one from Mr. Homann expressing concem 

at the destruction of the natural environment in that state. 

We are assured that a Statutory Environmental Authority is to be set up for 
the protection of the environment. 


MARCH EXCURSION: It was decided to bring this forward by one week to Sunday 
21st. March as the tides would be more suitable then to study marine life etc, 


PAST PRUSTOENT: Miss Galbraith movedthat Mr. Homann be made a "Past President" 
of the club and that he be still an official member of the Executive, 

This motion was carried unaminously and enthusiastically. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters to be sent to Yallourm State School Mothers Club thanking them for 
the use of their crockery and enclosing a donation of $5.00 
Letter to the Headmaster thanking him for the use of the school for meetings 
and requesting use of the room for the ensuing year. 


SUPPER ROSTER: March 26th. Mrs. Padfield. 

pete lirs. Me'lroy. 
NEXT SXUCULIVE MeBTING: will beheld at the home of Miss, J.Galbraith, Tyers 
on March 30th, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: Members arc reminded that subscriptions are due at the 
Annual Meeting which is to be held March 26th. 
Subscriptions are as follows Single Person $ 1.50 

; Family $ 2,00 
Members of other F.N.C. are reminded that their subscription to the Naturalist 
will in future be $7.50. 
The NATURALIST can only be posted to FINANCIAL MEMBERS of the Club. 


NOTES FROM WaRRaGUL F.N.C. 


The Annual Mseting was held in February. Office bearers are unchanged. 
Members are reminded that SUBSCRIPTIONS are now due. The club would appreciate 
prompt payment of subscriptions which are at the rate of: a 


Single Person $1.50 
Family — $2.00 
Combined oxcursion with L.V.I.N.C. to Cape Woolamai on March 21st. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretarys Mr.S.Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Strect, 
Moe 3825. % 
Meetings commence at 7.30 p.m. on the 4th Friday each month 
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Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 2nd. Friday each month 
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at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 
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CONSERVATION OF WILDLIFE Address by Mr. A.Roberts 
Mr. Roberts commenced with a discussion on Conservation ~ some peopleare 
aware of the need for conservation, but there is a fear of it just becoming a 
Popular word. How does it affect the individual or is it just the responsi b- 
tility of the Government? It is the hopeof the Fisheries and Wildlife Department 
eee conservation will become a way of life; a natural regard of every man, 
man and child from this generation on. 


; Our unique wildlife nseds protecting and conservation needs to be put 
into practice, The basis of any wildlife maMagement programme is to conserve 
con nvironment and then the wildlife can multiply naturally, Many people are 
Tae with this maintaining of the environment:~- Forestry Department, 

| Ps &t Supply, Lands Department, Farmers , and even industry. It is important 
| nat all these organisations have a true understanding of the needs of the 
Wildlife concermed. 


Fifteen years ago very little was being done to enable the different species 
the x1st. There were only threebasic concepts:— National Parks system, 

eS Game Act 1928( weich was policed by a handful of men) and the Sanctuary 

| “¥Stem which achieved very little because of tie limited size ( the main help 

| of these reserves was to provide extra protection in the hunting season). 

© old sanctuary system did nothing to conserve the environment. 
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ie. Now the Wildlife Riiserves Investigation Committee hasbeen formed with 
|, P*esentatives from Forestry Dept., lands Dept. ,Soil Conservation, State Rivers 
ae Vaters and the Fisheries and Wildlife Dept. They have already purchased 
| 702000 acres of reserves in Victoria - one third of this zin.Gippsland, 
on; Ultimate aim is to include one example of each typeoff environment through- 
| mya State. Already a start has been made and within the system it is hoped 
AVE sm . 

\ v I TAT + 2 ° 
AU RESENIS whore hunting is licensed for a prescribed season; 
i Wipe ES where no hunting at all is porns tteeia EN POET enc 

i REFUGE i ide ext rotection for birds 2 

hunt SPS GL Ch DPN eGee n= ste will be farmed to enable them 


€d in season. All these areas, it is hoped, ; 
© carry more wildlife. Lagoons ae be stocked with fish and fishing allowed, 


|_, . Wourism will be part oftthe system as our unique wildlife attracts many 
tot tors, especially nage favourable conditions. Also the opportunity will be 
here for people to learn about the wildlife and the areas. Unless the public 


ave a greater knowledge of our wildlife we cannot expectconservation to be 


Suc : ; i cheme to reach 
- °€ssful. The co-operation of everybody is necessary for the s et a 


its ultimate aim. 

Mx, Roberts used the SaleCommon as an example of the change of attitude 
end the work done to improve the environment. Tree planting has been quite 
xtensive and some water control measureres have been erected; fencing has been 
Carried out, grazing stopped and the overall effect, it is hoped, will be to 
ting the Common back to its natural environment. Water fowl areas need a lot 
2? rea around the morass so that water levels, ete may be maintained and suff~ 
icient cover maintained without interference to adjoining landowmers. 


lin. Roberts then spoke of the Department's N@search Station, "Serendip", 
at Lara. This area was originally purchased to demonstrate that farning and 
Wildlife can live in harmony. Animals and birds once conlio® to Victoria are now 
Sing bred there and the Department will try to re-establish them in suitable 
areas, 
contd. 
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Finally Mr, Roberts showed slides of some of the wildlife. being helped 
and explained something’ of the progress and aims for each species. — a 


SuALS on the rocks off Philip Island. A study has been carried out over the 
last five years to establisa the effect of seals on the fishing industry, 

This project is progressing well and one fact discovered so far is that the 
seals prey on the squid. Now squid are predators of the crayfish which are a 
valuable part of the fishing industry. So the question arises, if the seals are 
disposed of , or reduced considerably in numbers, then the squid will be free 
to attack the crayfish. This could probably lead to a more detrimental effect 
on the fishing industry than the seals are having at present. This is an 
example of the study necessary before the environment is changed in the cause 
of progress. Further work is still necessary on this project. 


CAPS BARREN GOOSE These birds have had much publicity andthe Department has 
also done a lot of work in the Yanakie area. The Geese cause problems with 
their habit of coming ashore and gorging themselves and fouling the ground. 
Pinion birds are placed on properties of sympathetic farmers and so the flock 
is dispersed over a larger area and the damage minimised, It is thought that 
these birds are somewhere near the right level for today's conditions. 


MAGPIS Gils About 300 of these birds are held at Lara and it is hoped with - 
the co-operation of farmers, to re-establish them in some suitable areas of 
Victoria, Protection from hunters will also have to be provided. 


GANNETS Lawrence Rock Gaonetry is the only one-off the Victorian coast. 
People used to collect all the bird manure and sell it. However the Department 
took over the area and stopped all interference with the birds and now the 
rookery is going ahead well, 


MALLE OWL There is a large reserve of 14,000 acres for these birds. 

They need large areas to survive. It is thought that it takes 90 acres of land 
for a pair to raise their chicks. Mire is probably the worst enemy of these 
birds; but tho Department has many fire=brakes throughout the area, 


BROLGA This bird is in urgent need of conservation. This year a number at 
theR“gearch Station are breeding for the first time. 


POTOROO Once this animal lived in large numbers in Gippsland; but there has 
been no sighting reported for fifteen or more years, There is a very extensive 
study programme in operation at Serendip at the present time and it is hoped 
to eventually re-introduce them into Gippsland. 


WILD: DUCKS Mir. Roberts showed a number of slides on the attention being given 
to the Wild Ducks in the Gippsland area. These birds are in urgent need of 
conservation as their habitat is rapidly disappearing, especially in Northern 
Victoria, They have been extensively hunted for 70 to 80 years, 

The Duck shooter is probably the only person directly taxed for conservation 
purposes. The Game Licenses helped the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 
to establish the Wildlife R serves System. Wet lands purchased cater for many 
other animals and birds in areas set aside for Wild Ducks, 


_ GREY TEAL About 90,000 ducks have been banded, X-rayed, weighed and sexed. 
Their movements are traced and thenthe Dept. knows the most suitable areas 

in which to purchase land. Birds banded at Dutson have had bands returned from 

Mann's Beach, Kerang ,Tasmania and Bairnsdale within a few months, . 

To band the birds the traps are placed and free feed supplicd wntil the birds 

become accustomed to the traps. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist Gy Issue No. 88 April 1971 


ee arene 
Then the traps are set and the birds caught for banding. 

Anything up to 1,000 birds can be handled in one night. The X-ray equipment 

1s in a caravan and shows how many pellets of shot the birds are carrying. 

This in turn shows the pressure on the birds from hunting. 33 shots were 

located on one bird , they were mainly in the feathers. 

A nesting box programme in conjunction with the Field and Game Association 
has been very successful. It was commenced 10 years ago with drums opened at 
one end. However crows and hawks found the ducks andtheir eggs easy prey. 
Nowthe drums have been replaced with boxes with much smaller holes and these 
are very satisfactory. There are about 2,500 boxes in the morasses and 


country around Gippsland. 
BLACK DUCK These birds have increased well this year, probably because of the 


eneierterneeten a} 
continued wet season. They tend to favour the ground and trees for nesting. 


CHESTNUT TRAL AN) GREY TEAL Boxes haveplayed a significent part in re- estab 
lishing these birds in Gippsland. 

WOOD DUCKS These are in great need of conservation, The farmer can play an 
important part in this programme as these ducks rely heavily on farm dams 


_ andthe surrounding environment. 
HARDHRAD jUCKS These are only seen spasmodically in Gippsland as they are 


usually a nerthern bird. 


The nesting boxes are also used by other wildlife - Possums will use boxes 
quite some distance from the shore. Hastern and Crimson Rosellas are using 
‘boxes at Dutson Dowms and even bees maketheir homein some of the boxes. 

Mr. Roberts feels that what has been done forthe water fowl should be done 
with all wildlife. He hopes this method of conservation will eventually be 
widespread throughout the State. 

Bon Thompson 
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RECENT PRESS RELEASES 
National Parks Authority 
Fern Tree Gully An area of 60 acres 
National Park under a special scheme 
Alfred National Park An area’ of 270 acres is to be included in Alfred National 
Park, This area (5,406 acres) is located in the Shire of Orbost, alongside 
the Princes Highway, several miles from the township of Cann River. 
Funds to purchase the additional land were provided by a number of private 
donations through the A.C.F. 
Little Desert An area of approximately 200 acres will be included to the 
Little Desert National Park. The land has been donated to the Government by 
Mr, Ian Grayden of Black Rock, who bought it for the purpose in 1970. 
“CANBERRA COLLEGE OF ADVANCED EDUCATION 
Dr.Peter greenham who will join the staff as alecturer has been associated 
with with studies on the green turtle, fish management at Lake Eucumbebe and 
the ecology of the bush fly. He will be helping with the development of courses 
in ecology, wildlife managenent, conservation and the ecological consequences 


of water pollution. Meee 
Also Wx. John Gray will be helping to develop courses in land use, pari 


administration, recreation planning and human ecology. | 


ee A 


will be added to the Fern Tree Gully 
for fire pretection in the Dandenongs,. 
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 LWANDERING BUSTERUEIUS By The Petersons 


We have noticed butterflies in our garden since long before Christmas, 
There have been many more than usual and we were wondering if the shrubs Jim 
planted 4-5 years ago are attracting them in greater numbers to our garden, 
or is there a “population explosion"of butterflies this year? . 


In a very small area we counted twenty and upon walking past the 
Kennedya nigricans could disturbdozens at a time, They are evidently sheltering 
from the rain under the vine's fairly large leaves as it isn't flowering at 
the moment, . 


We have always seen butterflies on the over ripe nectarines with sometimes 
as many as four on a single fruit. We had assumed they were feeding, 
However on looking up"The Junior Naturalist" by Crosbie’ Morrison we found 
the following :- xis 
" When the moth or butterfly emerges from the chrysalis it is > Ul; 
fully grown. It will never grow any bigger. It will probably never 
have another meal either. Some kinds of butterfly don't even have a 
hollow throat so they can't swallow anything. All they do is fly about 
in the sunshine with their mates for a few hours or days, then they look 
for the right kind of plant to lay their eggs on, and then they just die 
of old age. There are other kinds that live alittle longer and they 
drink water, but they don't eat anything solid; finally, there are some 
which live for quite a long time — a good many weeks. ‘hey suck up nectar 
from the flowers. But there is no kind of moth or butterfly that actually 
eats or bites food. 
You might say; ' What about the moths that eat holes in our clothes?! 
and the answer is that it is only the caterpillars of the clothes moths 
that do it, The moths themselves do not eat". 
Most common butterflies we have seen are the Common Brown, Painted Lady, 
Cabbage lioth and a little Black and Yellow one that never settles long enough 
to be identified, however we are having fun trying! . 


NEW RECORDS FOR ORCHIDS from Bon Thompson, 


During the spring two new orchids were recorded for Gippsland, 
In September, while on the Nature Walk-in Tvaralgon South Reserve, the local 
school children found Caladenia alba, This is a white orchid with light green 
coloring in the throat. Caladenia alba var. picta , with its deep maroon throat, 
grows just outside the reserve but this is the first time the true alba has been 
found in this area, as far as I can ascertain, 


On the Club excursion to Stoney Creek last year Mrs, Webb showed members 
a pink Sun Orchid that lirs. Johnstone, of Tyers, had found, The orchid was 
pink with mauve spots and it was at first thought that it was a pink form of 
Thelymitra ixioides; however on closer inspection it was seen that the colum 
brusheswere yellow instead of white and pink. Also the midlobe of the. column 
was not indgnted nor had any brown markings. It was Thelymitra irregularis 
and when a flower was sent to the Herbarium to verify identification Mr. Muir 
said the Cowwarr sighting was very interesting as this orchid usually grows 
in the coastal regions, 
The type specimen was found by Mr. yHomann at Wonthaggi. 
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SUNSHINE AND SAAWBED- Excursion to Anderson's Inlet 
from Mrs. H.Newnham Sale F.N.C. 


The meeting place, three miles on the Wonthaggi side of Inverloch, was 
chosen by Mr. Bruce Furher, leader of the excursion, and was found successfully 
by the Sale and Leongatha members who came along. 

The weather was perfect, calm, warm and sunny, and we all crossed the 
dunes together, to the scaweed-strewm sand beyond. Then it became a regular 
treasure hunt, asmembers found all sorts of interesting pieces of seaweed for 
Mr, Furher to patiently identify, and tell us all about. The green and brown 
varictues predominated, but there were some red anongst them, The most common 
Species were the Cystophora, Codiums and Coralina, with clumps of Kelp and 
Macvocystisaugustafolea, Ther wore little patches of Metagonea Lython, 
bleached to various shades of pink, and in some instances to pure white, 

Tiny green blobs of Rivularia were here and there amongst the others, looking 
for all the world,like green glace cherries dropped around, There were lots 
and lots of others named by our leader, his fantastic memory enabling him to 
recognize and supply the botanic name on the spot. Yor those who would like to 
try to identify the seaveeds themselves, he recommended a book on them, 
obtainable from the South Australian Government Printer, in Adelaide. 


Returning to the cars, wo saw thehuge collection Mr, Purher had brought 
along to show us. Hach specimen pressed and mounted most artistically, on white 
cartridge paper and named. “he method of pressing and preserving seaweed was 
explained by lr, Furher, and recommended as a club project. 

The rest of the afternoon was spent on a tour of the coast, kindly conduct— 
ed by Mr. and Mrs, Brewster, Ilr. and lirs. Lyndon and Mr, and Mrs. Rowe, 

We saw most interesting geological formations, and beautiful scenery, and were 
fascinated by the sight of thousands ‘of bleached shells, in what was, at one 
time, an aboriginal camp. Winy pieces of chipped flint were unearthed, and 
even some botanical finds were made along the track back to the cars, 


Sunday morning davmed cle>r and bright, and some of us wore on the rocks 
with our leader enjoying all the magic of the rock pools at low tide. 
What a photographers dream it was! Beautiful minature gardens of delicate sea 
weed in all colours, encased by the still clear water, and illuminated by 
golden sunlight. “hoy were a11 there. The pink “fronds” of the Plocomium, rest— 
ing on the moss-like patches of green-white Jania. Tall bronzy leaves of the 
Sargassum, so much resembling a garden plant. The soft green of the sca lettuce 
Ulva, anongst the long'"branches" of the Metagonia lython and the quaint little 
"cactus" geawecd Caleupa cactoides . Many of the rovks were painted with the 
pink crustacious seaweed lithothamion, and all around the pools grow clumps 
of Hormosira, trailing its necklace strings of graded"beads", 

Ton O'clock found us all once more in the cars and off to see the myster- 
ious fossil footprints, some distance from Tarvin Lowvr.A drive over a sandy : 
track, a walk, full ot interost, along a sandy shore and we were there, 

For those who have not scoen these footprints, which are those of a large bird, 
it is a romarkable sight. The prints are in dune limestone, and aro thought to 
be of the Pycistocene era, about 150,000 to 30,000years ago. We do hope that 
vandals will never discover the rock , and also hope that some way may be found 
to preserve it. 

Once more wo retraced our stops along the sand, then there was time for 
afternoon tea toyether, and a most enjoyable excursion was over, 
Sale members say a big Thankyou to our Leongatha friends, for their interest. 
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COMBINED EXCURSION WARRAGUL F.N.C. AND L.V.P.N.C. 21st March, 
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The weather was perfect and approximately 40 people ,comprising metbers 
of both clubs were at San Remo to meet our leader firs. Lyndon. 
We travelled over’ the bridge to Philip Island and shortly turned down a road 
to yoolamai beach, on the-occan side of Cape Woolamai, 
After morning tee , or early lunch we walkcd ovor the sand dunes to the cast~ 
ern side of the cape, and much quiter water. 
From here we could see more clearly the narrow passage between the Island and 
the mainland, 


Cape Woolamai was once an off shore island, and as we walked we could 
see that sand had built up over a narrow basalt reef to unite the cape to the 
main island. There were basalt rocks on the beach, and more spectacular was 
the pink granite of Cape Woolamai. This granite which is of the post-silurian 
age, has been used in some of Melbourne buildings in the past. 

The quarry has not operated since about the first world war, but there are 
large blocks of granite standing on the beach as if waiting for shipmont, 

It was interesting to be told that the method of breaking up the rock was 
done without explosives. Apparently holes were drilled into the rock and 
plugged with wood. As the tide came up to wot the wood , causing it to swell 
and eventually split the rock. This appeared to be a most effective method of 
breaking up the large sections of rock. 


Along the beach as we walked, there were several red capped dottrolls 
feeding among the weeds and mud banks, Sone pairs of blue herons were also 
foraging for food in the shallows. We hardly nocd say that seagulls wore there, 


Our leader showed us the fern Shore Spleenwort which has found rock . Sere 
creviccs in the old quarry to its liking, It is a cosmopolitan fern and grows 
more plentifully on certain of the Bass Strait Islands and in Mast Gippsland. 


Also of interest were the marine creatures, and of special intorost was 
the beche~de-mere Holathuroidea. This is a sausage shaped animal , mouth at 
one end surrounded by tentacles, a straight food canal and anal aporture 2b 
other cnd. ; 

Velolla or By the wind Sailor is a flat,oval object and has a delicate"sail" 
crossing its surface obliquely. They are only scon occasionally on our beaches, 


Some Jelly fish of the Physalia type wero found floating in the water, 

The Portuguese Man-o'war is the most common of this species. 

The Velclla and Physalia are often associated , and as they live in warn yater 
we can assume they were brought here by currents from warmer arcas, 


Few people cxplored the Mutton Bird Rookeries, and soon found that the 
ground below was most unstable! There were shouts and squvals as one by one 
they fcll into the holes in the ground. Some chicks wore in the burrows, and 
many dead chicks were lying outside burrows. Birds fall victin to predators, 
such as hevks, foxes and humans. ; 


After walking pack along the beach once more, the tide was now coming in 
and on reaching the cars, we refreshed ourselves once morc. ~ 
We then travelled to Kitty liiller Bay , whereit was known that Agates could 
be found, If none of our party was successful wo could consolo ourselves in 
he lmovwledge that others before us had found then. 
his ended a nost enjoyable day. | Lomalrndfield 
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SLIDES SHOWN AT MEMBERS NIGHT 26th, March 


There was a good attendance at the annual mevting which preceded the ~ 
showing of members slides. Tho subjects were mony and varicd and showed a wide 
interast in subjects of naturel history intercst. 

MR. K. DAMBERT showod spiders, Bee » ercenhood and sev iRen: 
Four slides showed scenes in New “%onland; Rangitoto(near Aucklend) 
The N.Z.Christnas Bush (Pohutukewe) end Peha Beach in the North Island. 


MR, R. EADIE pictures from excursion to Sale cn February, wild ducks in Japan. 
several slides showed that pollution is a problem in Japan. snother serics 
Showed vicws of the Peace Park at Hiroshima which showed how that city has- . -e 
recovered fron devastation. 


MRS. BROOKS showed us how we looked at Mt, Howitt , some views of the mountains 
on the rotum trip, overlastings at Bogong ,taken when on a visit in February. 


MR, LUBCK showed West Australian wildflowers. Kangaroo paw, Cats pa. 7, and 
some of tho Leschenaultia with colors of red, bluc and gold , 
& slide of the Car Sticker emblen (Xanthorzhoca ), end others from the "ifost"s 


IR, ROWE then showed us some of the beautiful mountain scenery in Tasmania. 
The many verieties of Richea or Alpine Heath were interesting. Views of the 
Gordon River and roadsides denonstrated Geological features. 


MR. LYNDON brought Cape Woolamai to us this time, As we were unable to explore 
the whole area on the excursion ,we could sve the huge cliffs of granite which 
are at the nost southerly point of the cape. This area can only be reached at 
Low tide. A picture of the Shore Spleen—-wort, the fern which is so interesting, 
MR. THOMPSON showed us sone of the orchids that we should sec flowering in 

the areca soon, Another series showed how the Ichneunon Fly is the pollinating 
agent for the Tongue Orchid. 0,,e¢ slide showed the pollin on the tail of the fly. 


MR. MORETTI with a movic film we saw some of the Nenties" of one member, 
Vicws of the fire tower and a panoramic look at the mountains cnded a nost 
Successful members slide showings 


SPRCIMEN TABLE 26th March . 


MISS. J. GAi BRATTH Figs. showing development of flowers Seite fig"fruit". 
Chestnut surrounded by chestnut burr, (really the calyx). 


MRS. STEVENSON. A lovely bark painting . Granite from Cape Woolamai which had 
been polished to show its beauty. A picce of natural stone showed the contrast. 
Chalcedony, sectioned and polished showing crystalse 


MR, ond MRS. LYNDON A Sea Horse , specimen of Mucalyptus alpina, 


MR and MRS 3 ADIN a piece of Lead Ore(Galena) from Broken Hill, oncrusted 
with ga. mot. 


REMINDER that annual subscriptions are now due. 


If you wish to continue receiving The Naturalist please send for family 
membership $2.00 and for single person %1.50. 
TREASURER Mrs. J.Lubcke ___. 
{22a Helen Street, Morwell 3840. 
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_ REPORT OF SXECUTIVE MumtInG HiiL) 30th March USHAL 


ORGANTS ATION LEADERSHIP COURS advice received that Rotary Club of Moe 
would be conducting three lectures during April. 
Several members of the executive will attend these:lectures. 


FLAME ROBIN SURVEY details from lirs Pauline Riley on progress of this. 
programme to December 31st 1970, 

Paper available to members on request. 

COBBOBOONEE FOREST an appeal for support from Western VictoriaConservation 
Committee, to save this area from destruction. ate. 
The Cobboboonee t'orest is an area of Messmate ,near Portland adjoining the 

- Kentbruck area. The forest is in danger of being "bulldozed" to makeway for 
Pine plm tations. 

Support this committee by writing to Minister for Conservation and bands, 
and also to your local member of parliament, 


HEYSTELD RESERVE? letter from Mr. A.Roberts telling us of a possible reserve 
in the Hey Heyficld a: area, The area contains many plants of interest . 

Mr, W.Cane of Maffra has been contacted about this scheme,and we await further 
developments from the pw ple working on this programme. 


TRARALGON SOUTH RESERVE the Triennial meeting will be held this year . 

Mr. J.Peterson was our Was our representative, and it was decided to ask Ifr. B.Graham 
to attend the meeting as the L.V.IF.N.C. representative, 

lir.t.Moretti is already a member of the committee of management, 


THE NATURALIST as the costs are rising for the paper it was decided to print 
fewer copies (we always print approx 20 extra copies) . Also if people are 
unfinancial after May they will no longer receive the Naturalist until subs, 
are paid, 

Costs of the Naturalist to be reviewed after 6 months, with a view to raising 
the subscription for next year . 


WOORTLDA PROJECT meeting will be hekd 28th April. Mr, Moretti and Mr, Thompson 
will attend this meeting and report procecdings , 


GOULD LEAGUE BOOKS these were on display at last mecting. If you would like 
copies of these books Birds of Towns, and Birds of Ranges please contacts 
Mr. K.Barr , Cues Road State School Morwell 3840, 


Cost of books is $1.00 each book plus postage. 


SUPPER ROSWER 23rd April . 
Miss B.Kemp ... Iirs Williams 


- NEXT EXECULIVE MENTING will be held April 27th. at the home of lir.And lirs, 
Thompson Traralgon fon South. 

Mir. Thompson said that the turnoff to their home is now labelled:)ownies Lane 
The sign is easily suen as you drive along the Traralgon South Road, 


APRIL EXCURSION the general feeling was that Maranoa Gardens would: be euien 
visited during the Spring. The subject of tir, Bleakleys talk prompted vhe 
thought that i',Bayw Baw would be suitable for the excursion, | 

uiven though it is late in the season there will be much of interest to be seen. 
Many berries should be in t cir glorye. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY TNC. 


Honorary Secretary:  Mr.s. Beleraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 


Moe 3825. 
Meetings commence at 7.30 p.m. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourm State School, YALLOURN. 


Mrs. K.Newnhan, 
Box 302 
Sale, 3850 Tol. Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8,00p.m. on the ist. Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street , SALE. 
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ae ‘EXCURSION gee at neeHne., 


Pay athe tech a dy Meals ; 
Er. Pon ‘Buckmaster, from the Fisheries and Wildlife 
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Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 

As you read this issue of the Naturalist 
spare a thought for the editorial committec who will be responsible for the 
next four issues. 

As Acting Rai tor over the past 10 months 
I have enjoyed the challenge of the position suddenly thrust at me. I look 
forward to mecting my friends of the L.V.F.N.C. when I returm from my holiday. 


Best wishe a 
est wishes to you all Lorna Padfield. 


| LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB. 
Office Bearers after election held 26th. March, 
PRESIDENT: Mr. T. Moretti, 


130 Prince Street, Traralgon. 3844 
Phone 72425 


VICE PRESTD : Mr. O. Thompson, 
"Sunnyside", Traralgon South. 
Phone 95 5282 


Mr. D. Lyndon, 
Box 80, Leongatha. 3953 


SECRETARY s tir. S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, Moe. 3825 
TREASURER : Mrs. J. Lubecke, 


{22a Helen Street, Morwell 3840 
Phone 42203 


ete eres manne 


A Note on sending specimens to the Museum, 


I did not send a black flat worm as it had deteriorated and was very 
Smelly, I described the worm and asked how specimens should be sent to them. 
Reply from Muscum:- From the description, the "flat worm" is actually a flat 
worm, a Platyhelminth, but we would have to see the specimen to be positive. 
4 good preservative for these beasts is 70% Alcohol, but weak Methylated 
Spirit (diluted with water) would be allright. Send the worm to us in a vial 
of Meths, and it should keep very well, although it may lose its color. 


4 A pointed Snail (Cochlicella ventrosa) - a very widespre.d species, was 
identified from another specimen sent to the Museum, 


H,, Christensen. 


ne eo Ne NN 


lin. Jim Peterson wag the recipient of a Gold Watch recently. This was the 
Occasion of his official retirement from the Post Office. 
We share your pleasure Jim and wish you well. 


We all wish Mrs. Padficld a very happy and memorable holiday. She has 


Carned it — but we shall be glad to see her back. 
Acting Acting Editor. 


At Licola we took the Mt. Tamboritha road, leaving it briefly at Tamboritha 
‘saddle to visit Shaw's Creek. On the road to the creck we saw the first 
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AN EASTER TRIP ‘TO THE MOROKA RIVER, GIPPSLAND. 1970 | 

coataien deat | By Joy Johnstone | 

Good Friday and perfect weather for a camping trip. We left home at Jam. | 
@ first notable sighting was two quail in "freeze" positions on the edge of 
the road near Glenmaggie township. Where they feeding there, or dust bathing? 
The road was busy so we did nor stop to see. | 


| 
| 
\ 


Flame Robins. There were two parties of about ten, mostly brown birds, which — 
moved across the track like leaves blown by wind. 


Travelling along the main road.again, we saw more Robins, but only a few. 

At the fork in the road we tured right, promising Mt. Howitt (to the left) — 
some future visit; and eventually came to the small, but fast flowing , A 
Moroka river. We set up camp by ahut a short distance along the Valencia «°° 
Creek track, The forest is fairly open,many of the trees being Candlebarks. | 
These were most colourful, their trunks peeling to show new bark of surpris-— 
ingly bright salmon,orange,red, magenta, and even vivid green. Shrubs along 
the stream banks, and in the low swampy patches, are dense. 

It is too late in the Season for most flowers. A pretty yellow Persoonia, | 
and apinkish-white cluster rather like a flattened out rice flower, but which 
had leaves resembling those of Viola betonifolia, wereamong those noticed. 
The only orchid was Parson's Bands.. a sans ge cate fone 


Birds seen around the camp wore Pied andGrey Currawongs, Pardalotes, Crimson 
Rosellas, Kookaburras , White Throated Tree-crcepers, Grey Thrushes, Red 
Wattlebirds, Ravens and Grey Fantails. White-eared Honeyeaters seem common, - 
and tvo pairs of Gang Gangs were in trees close by. One Satin Flycatcher, 

a female or immature male, fed near camp for some time. It spent about ten 
minutes catching, killing and eating a large alpine grasshopper, Then it 
chased butterflies,but was not seen to catch any. A Goshawk was also secon. 


, 


uascer Saturday and the weather was overcast and threatening all morning. 

At lunch time Jack returned from fishing to say someone had told him the view 
from the Pinnacles is worth seeing. So after lunch we drove further dow the” 
valley until we reached "The Pinnacles" road signpointing up to the right. 

we went through a beautiful stand of Alpine Ash which is being logged for 
milling, and soon after, reached a four wheel drive track, This gave the car 
no trouble, in spite of the now heavily pouring rain, Next we reached an 


This led us us for several more miles, gradually taking us higher, At one pat 


.open space and the end of the road. We left the car and took the walking track 


to the fire lookout toWer built on the top of the furthest Pinnacle, 

This must command .a magnificent view, which was hidden from ug by low cloud 
and mist. It cleared a little doim one of the threo precipitous sides. 

The glimpse we got reminded me of arial views of New Guinea's highlands, as 
seen on some A.B.C.television documentaries. In "ANaturalist's Diary" - 4 
N.Wakefield gives the distance of the drop to the valley below as, (I think) 
over. 2,000f%. Definately not aplace for. those who are nervous about..heights. 
To judge by the alpine flora, the Pinnacles must be over 5,000ft. above 

sea level, 


Contd. elas 
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Raster Sunday It rained most of the night and turned very. cold, .but had 
improved this moming. Flame Robins were all about the camp when we woke = 
the first seen here. They were feeding, but seemed to move steadily along in 
one diréction as they fed. 


After breakfast we broke camp and packed up. Then we began the return trip, 
intending to spend several hours at Shaw's Creck for Jack to fish that stream. 
As we climbed up out of tho loroka Valley we were surprised to sce snow on the 
higher parts of the Divide ahead. Soon, we found the roadside trees, shrubs 
and ‘ground blanketed in snow. Next we ran into rain, which, as we went higher 
became hail, slcet and then snow-storm., liiles of this, aoa Shaw's Creek when 
reached, was too muddy for fishing. The tundra~like clear land along it was 
also snow covered, 4nd everywhere we looked were countless Flame Robins, 
feeding in clear spots between snow drifts and under the trees on theslopes,. 
We could see hundreds, and there musthave been thousands. The cold spell must 
be hurrying their dowmward migration, There were ‘quite a.number of Silver 
Eyes and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes also, and some White-cared Moncyeaters and 
fastern Striated Pardalotes 


Down towards Licola there was little sign of bad weather except that the 
Wellington River was discaloured for some miles, but we outstripped this, 
The lower reaches of this river and the McAlister being quite clear, and 
suitable for fishing! i 


During the trip we were surprised to sce large numbers of campers. Every suit- 
able spot, even in the more remote parts, had camps. And the shore of Lake 
Glenmaggie was crowded with tents and caravans and boats. 

With so many people going out of doors for holidays, it does -scom high time 
we had more and bigger National Parks and other recreational areas, 


eae a aman a 


THE GALBRATTHS alONG BUFFALO FLOWERS 


Excerpts from letters; May Galbraith ; 
We found a pink boronia on Mt. Dunn. Leaves in threes (or 3 leaflets) 
B, algide is the only one recorded for buffalo so it would be that. 

Phebalium glandulosum is common.I notice the common name is now Scaly, not 
Silvery, Phebalium. That is better than Silvery. Itis not silver here, but 
even the backs of the flowers are covered in brown scales. I saw five plants 
yesterday I'd not seen on this trip, and three of them I'd never seen before. 
The two new ones, beside Boronia algida were nat plants, and so lovely, 
On the way to iit. Dunn we kept coming on to snow grass meadows covercd in 
little flowers. We stopped to rest full length on the grass which is a good 
way to study mat plants. 
The first very dainty one we found near the lakrside. It was Montia australagica 
Its little white cupped flowers had fine orange tipped stamens, ¢ One ~n cach 
petal, about 5/8in. across. They were scatteredamongst straight blu. sh succul— 
ent leaves. The other (Trachymene humilis )held its violet shaped lesves 
Straight up, not flattened likemost mat plant leaves. iiinute white flowers” 
and pink buds grew in umbels about tin. across, cach cluster about 2ins. 
from the next one, so you could see the shape. : 
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TRIP T0 M?. USEFUL By Bon. Thompson 


On January 17th. we visited it.Uscful approx. 50 miles fron Traralgon. 
vie Seaton. It is alwoys interesting to watch how the plant Species change as 
the road climbs into the higher ltitudes. We passed through an area where the 
Rice Flower Everlasting wes common and then it ceased and the Cascade and 
mother cverlasting - Helichrysum sccundiflorum - predominated. On the Mount 
only the smaller plants like Helichrysum acuminatun (Alpine iverlasting) grew. 


Ve passed the Springs area where there had been an early scttlement, 
Then up to the top of Mount Useful. On the flat before the final short climb, 
the ground was covered in places with the Alpine Pan-flower and the Mud Pratia, 
two delicxte mauve and white flowers. Thé “now Daisics were just coming into 
bloom and the lovely decp orsngo of the Golden Everlasting which was in bud. 
On the other side of the road the Wild Violets were very large ‘and dense and 
with the clumps of Purple lycbrigit made a beautiful picture, I have not scon 
the eycbright so robust before. It vas up a little gully rising from this 
flat that Mrs. Lyndon found the Baw Baw Berry ond the Alpine Fern, ! 


Then up the last slope to the top. Here there is a fire towor with a firo- 
watcher who will be in occupation till March. An invitation was issucd to all 
to climb the tower but the almost perpendicular unguarded ladders deterred all 
but Tony Moretti. There is a wonderful view out over the surrounding hills and 
mountains. With the aid of a map and comp.ss some of the peaks were identificd, 
Were on top we found a fow flowers of the lovely Royal Grevillen and a very 
fewof the Mountain Phebalium. Thc Pheobalium had ammass of scods and must have 
been a wonderful sight when the bushes were covered with the bright yellow 
starry flowers. Here also were the shrubby plants of Acacia alpine with the 
pods still maturing, This plent fascinated me as the svcd pods worse not yet 
nature but the suds for next year's flowers were already quite well formed. 
Perhaps this is the way the plants overcome the short growing scason,. 


After lunch we continued along the road about one mile or so util we canc 
to the four wheel drive roads, Je walked along the road towards Conner's Plain 
and found a beautiful glade with many large Alpine Grcenhoods, © 
The Common Bird Orchids were the biggest I have ever secn. Tho Mountain'.Sha ggy 
Pea with its lovely golden flowers and the Ivy Goodenia with its patches of 
bright yellow made this areca very colorful. ce 
Gach area had its ovmm fascin:tion,. 


A leisurely trip dowm the mountain admiring the dcep colour of the Trigger 
plants, the large clusters of white daisics on the Olearia megalo hylla, the 
robust plants of the Derwent Spe dwell in full bloom and many othors roundcd 
off a very enjoyable day. Bean Ur ee “ 


« 


ROADSIDE SURPRISES SEN BETWEEN BENNISON LOOKOUT AND. LICOLA 
A fine specimen of Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodiun punctatun) 


A jumbled Quartz scam through Sandstone with erystels- varying. in size from 
1/8th. to 3/4 of an inch, : 
A very large gum emperor caterpillar was crossing the road near one of the 
river bridges. 

The Browsters 


a al 
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DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN OUR COM:ON BLUEBELLS (WAHLENBSRGIA me 
By Miss J.Galbraith 


. A discussion during our’ June excursion suggested that a few notes on how 
to distinguish our common lowland blueMells might be useful. Three are common 
in this part of Gippsland and.another (W.communis) is more at home in the grass 
land of Western Vicyoria. It is included because I have once or twice seen a 
most beautiful display of it in Gippsland ( always I think, in filling or 
gravel brought from other places). Before describing the species it may be 
useful to note a few "short cuts" in identifying them, though in a few cases 
it may be necessary to study the detailed descriptions. ~ 


Two have flowers commonly over tin(often over 1 in) These are Tall Blue- 
bell with hairy leaves up to tin wide, funnel shaped seed capsules, and calyx 
lobes(sepals)as long as the capsule( this is our common large flowered species), 
and Grass-leaf Blue—bell with narrow grassy leaves without hairs and narrow 


capsules with long calyx-lobes, 


The other two species have flowers commonly 1/8 to 1/4 in. They are © 
Annual Bluebell, minutely hairy, with globular or rounded ovate’ capsules, 
and Sprawling Bluebell, without hairs or stems and few on leaves, and narrow 
capsules with short calyx lobes, Other species recorded for Gippsland are not, 
so far as I know, in this district, and alpine species have been described 
elsewhere. More detailed descriptions may complete the picture. 


TALL BLUEBELL  Wahlenbergia stricta 


Variable in height and size, leaves hairy, usually wavy edged, from small to 
about 14+ by tin. blunt oblong or lance shaped, Flower stems not branches and 
flowers soft. blue occasionally small but usually Zin to over 1in across. 
I have seen them to 2ins. Calyx lobes narrow, as long as the funnel shaped 
capsule. 
GRASS LEAF BLUEBELL  Wahlenbergia comminis 

Bushy with few if any hairs, leaves smooth, grass like, to 2ins long. 
Tlower stems usually branched, Bells bright blue inside, whitish or bronze 
outside, usually with 5 or 6 lobes, but sometimes 4 to 10, Capsule narrow, 
calyx lobes long. ee ; Ee oe 

ANNUAL BLUEBELL Wahlenbersia gracilenta 
Common bushy, sprawling or slender annual, variable in size(Ive seen it flower 
ing at lin. high-and also with many 2ft. braaches!). Leaves and stems minutely 
hairy when magnified. Bells usually +in. or less, capsules globular to ovate. 

SPRAWLING BLUEBULL Wahlenbergia gquadrifida ; 
Oneor more slender branched stems. Leaves narrow, pointed, often uneven edged. 
lant without hairs except sometimes on lower leaves. Ilowers ip to tin(vrarely 
tin) Capsule narrow funnel shaped, longer than calyx lobes. 


Tf it is hard to remember which is waich of the small flowered species a 
useful memnonic is "g for gracilenta and globular" ( capsule) so if the capsule 
is not globular or nearly so it must be quadrifida.Clumsy perhaps but useful. 
Similarly of the large flowered species "s is for stricta and shaggy", 

( shaggy means hairy in this context), so if it is hairy it mst be stricta, 
if not it ig communis . 

Because the names of the last two have been changed, I found some means of 
attaching the unfamiliar name to the right species was necessary, 


W.stricta is what we used to mow as W.consimilis and W. communis used to be 


We. bicolor. 
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BRTEL SEEDING OF FORESTS talk given on radio by Mr.Gidley 
Assistant Divisional Forester Bai msdale.. 


The utilisation of the forest stonds takes place in the spring , when 
tinber getters move into the bush felling ond removing trees which are goner 
ally used to produce saim timber. Following this operation the area is burnt 
in the autumn and then seceded before the winter months, 


Seed for the sowing of areas in Hast Gippsland is collected at Swifts 
Creck throughout the period October to April cach year, and the target is 
1,000 lbs, wil sced is collected by hand from trees cither felled to produce 
timber or by the secd collectors because of the large volume of sced held on 
the tree. As the areca i§ large and scattered over a widg region, aircraft 
are used to drop this seed on theprepared creas, 

Planes used for agricultural purposes are diverted to this work as and when 
required. It is necessary that pilots engaged in frial scecding of forest arcas 
must be highly experienced in agricultural secding as they must maintain 
specific flight paths at fairly uniform flying spced and altitude whilst 
actually sowing. The plane usually flies at cbout 100 u.p.h. at an altitude 
of 500 ft. above tree cover, 


In order to improve the overall officiency of drial sccding operations, 
a specified number of sceds per acre, togother with chaff, is coated with 
clay to increase the weight sovm to 41bs. of coated particles per acre. 
This allows for amore even distribution on the ground. Seed is coated with a 
fungicide and insecticide to protect the seed from insect attack. 
As the sced distribution has to be checked on the ground by forest staff aftor 
the arial operations cease, the seed is colourcd with a brilliant yellow dye 
to assist in locating the scced on the ground. Any semua of the areca missed 
by theplane is secded by hand. The strike of rere is about hai but this 
is naturally effected by weather conditions. 


Aerial seceding technique is used to regenerate mountain type Hucalypt 
forests; the seedlings will not produce usabletimber for at loast 20 yoars. 


_PRINCIPAL MOUNTAINS OF THS BAW BAW ARBA 


Mt. Baw Baw 5,510 ft 
lit. Mewller 4,900 £t 3.5.H. of Mt. Baw Baw 
Mt. Tyers 4,600 £t $.S.E. of Mt. Baw Baw 
Mt.Talbot Peak - 5,000 ft S.E. of Mt. Baw Baw 
Mt. Erica 4,950 ft S.E. of Mt. Baw Baw 
Mt. Kemot —s 4,675 ft © 4E.S.E. of Mt. Baw Baw 

"ib. Gwinear 4,950 ft  -EN.E. of Mt. Baw Baw 
Mt, Phillack 5,140 ft . WNL. of Ht, Baw Baw 
itt. Whitelaw 4,850 ft NNW. of lit. Baw Baw 


Mr. J.Brooks sup eplied de trom tices 


a 
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HALYCON DAYS  — '- By Nrs.Mephan M,McEwin 
_Your Own Beckyard. 
ly daughter looked outof the back window of the caravan, across the 
Yallourn playing fields, past the finc stand of cucalypts to the trec-girt 
ted roofs of. the tOwn overhung by the pall of smoke from tho power station 
looming brownly- against a magnificiocnt skyscape of piled white cumulus cloud, 
and said; "What a delightful change from your ow backyard." Which prompted 
therctort: "But this is close cnough to home to be an extcnsion of your own 
backyard," 


Your own nackyagit Have you looked at it lately? This is where nature 
observations begin. Here - if you look carefully — you.will find much to 


study; and hore is the nost convenient ficld for extended studics. 


Yet; how often is it neglected; and study opportunitics lost. 
Have you a bird, insect, or flower calender for YOUR own backyard? Can. you 
nance cach plant in it? How many are Australian. natives? Whenee do the others 
sivieaten \hat type of spider is that strange little one with the long tail.- 
that has woven a beautifully constructed web between aes 155i) shrubs? 
Do you recognise that bird royal 11? 


Excursions to local parks. or farther afield can ‘oxtend your ‘knowledge; 
but, like charity, this begins at hone, Espocially when that hone contains 
ohitanen whon you wish to interest in the wonderful world of nature, 


Which pronpts a suggestion for L.V.F.N.C. nenbers. Would it be worth 
while having the trees and shrubs in your town parks named for the edification 
of children and.others? Yallourn recreation area ~ forinstance = lias a.wide. 
variety of: trees Which y if naned, would be a> living botany lesson ug park 
visitors.. 


Canped in this spot we have been wakened soSRE nomnings is the ‘kookaburras. 
This bush favourite is of the family Alconidac (Al=the sea, kyonis= breeding) 
which includes the eae Bees The ancicnt Grecks thought that these birds 
nested on the sca; and that the caln days before the winter solstice were to 
enable nesting to syailge place. Hence the English expression ‘halycon days! 
for those peaceful sunny mornings in autumn; hence also our caravan is naned 
'Hadycon', and our insignia is Helycon Mecleayii, the forest kingfisher, 


Here is a list of birds secn during our SLBY) in Yallourn. Check how meny 
you have scen in or fror your ovm backyard. Kookaburra, nagpie, nudlark, 
willywagtail, crow, rosellas (Eastern ond Crinson), grey fanta 1, black - 
cockatoo, spur winged plover, tontits pelicans (flying over), finstérn spincbill, 
wattle birds, black-faced cuckoo shrike, 


My first sighting of the lattcr set. ne searching ny bird books; which 
indcated that a bird of this sizc and colouring was either the Gascoyne eels 
or a large Little Cuckoo Shrike. Gascoyne Cuckoo *hrikes are West Australia 
end since this bird was silent - a foxture of the Little Cuckoo Shrike- I had 
decided it was one, when a Black=faced Cuckoo Shrike flew up and proceeded to 
fced the bird under observation, which was obviously one of its young. 


The immature birds lack the black throat of their parents; and have a 
Smaller black patch across and below the oye; while the throat. and chest arc. 
4 darker grey then the rest of tho body which is rathor lighter. in colour than 
the adult bird, Keep on ‘the alert. Thoy ey, se a as visit your INS eae 


ce 
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REPORT. ON EXECUTIVE IMMITiNG ImiD 7th, APRIL 1971... 
WIRILDA PROJECT: lx, Thompson and Mr. Moretti have agreed to represent 
the clubs at future meetings of the committee, so that the important 
natural history aspects of the project will not be overlooked, 


LATROBE VALLEY FESTIVAL: The organizers notified us of postponement 
of the next festival to March 1973 and asked for our cooperation, 
An evening of natural history slides will be considered later. 

SAVE COLONG COMMLTIEN: This N.S.W. committee invited our support in 
their efforts to save the Colong Caves Reserve from mining leases, 
especially by attending the Annual General Meeting of the Mining 
Company involved. Unfortunately the letter did not arrive in time 
for any action to be taken, 


ENVIRONMENT STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA: An invitation to attend 
this meeting on April 26th. also arrived too late. The Hon, Secretary | 
will write and ask for a report of proceedings at the mecting, 


TRARALGON SQUTH RESERVE: Mr. Graham has been appointed as one of our 
representatives on the Committec. 


INTERNATIONAL ORNITUOLOGICAL CONGRESS:The next meeting is to be in 
Australia (A.C.T.), 12th. = 17th. August 1971. Applications for 
membership were invited. The information about this will be on the 


table at our next general meeting. i 

CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT: This will also be available to members at 
next meeting, 

MR. HOMANI'5 FUNERAL. The executive committee expresses thanks to 

Mrs. Graham for the beautiful flowers she arranged and sent on behalf 
of the Club, which was represented at ‘the funeral service by a number 
of members including the President and Ion, Secretary. 

SUPPER ROSTER: (May) Tyers ladies. 


NEXT EXECULIVE MEMTING: At the home of Ir. and Mrs, Lubecke, 


os A A nt 


MR. ERN. HOMAMI. 


Members of our club were saddened by the death on April 22nd. of our 
past president Mr. Homann who has been our genial friend, ready helper, 
and our President for 6 years. During the past few months his speech 
has been impaired following a stroke but he accepted this with cheerful 
courage and his interest in club meetings never failed, He rarely 
missed a mecting or committee meeting and we were always glad of his 
advice. He was know especially as an orchidologist and discovered 
more than one new species, Members of the club formed a guard of 
honour following his funeral service on April 26th. 
SPECIMEN TABLE 23rd, APRIL. 
Mrs. Williams. Moth under low power of microscope, showing scales which 
; formed the beautiful patterning on its wings. 
Birds nest from E. Gippsland. 

Mz. Sterkenberg.Curious fruits of _Lagunaria, | 
irs. Stevenson. Gecko which developed three tails after loss of the 

: first one. Caterpillar of Dingy Swallowtail, 
Mxs. Crane. Spider related to Black Widow but far less dangerous, 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Honorary Secretarys Mr. 5S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 38256 
Meetings commence at 7.30 pem. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 
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SALE FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: lirs. K. Newnham, 
Box 302 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 
Meetings commence at 8.00 pem. on the ist. Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


. a 
TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 72117 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON, 


me te, 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr, J, Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul. 3820 Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 3rd. Friday cach month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 
The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 
the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists! Club, Contributions on any 


aspect or branch of natural history are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: 


Acting Honorary Editor (Misa J. Galbraith) 
"Dunedin"  ‘TYERS. 3844 

Please endorse envelope; : 

Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 


Mrs. E. Lubecke, 
{22a Helen St. 
Morwell. 3840 
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COMING EVENTS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 

Meeting: Friday, June 25th. 
speakers Mr, Dewar Goode. 
Subject: Pollution. 


Excursions June 26th. Lyre-birds, Leader Mrs. Johnstone, 
Meeting Place: Tyers — Walhalla Road. 


Times 10 a.m. 


TRARALGON P.N.C. 


Mecting: Friday, June 4th. 
Speakers Jean Galbraith. 
Subjects Inland Wildflowers. 


Excursion; Sunday June 6th. To be arranged. 


‘WARRAGUL P.N.C. 

Mecting: § Friday, June 18th. 
Speaker & Subject: To be arranged. 
Excursion: To be arranged. 


‘SALE F.N.C. ; 
-Mecting: Friday, July 2nd. 
Speakers  lir, Buckmaster. | 
Subject:  Fresh-water Eels. — 


Excursions ‘To be arranged at necting. 
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Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 

We all’ hope’ urs. P Padfield is enjoying her 
holiday’ and are very grateful for all the work she left ready for US, 
including many pages of stencils. réAdy.: typed = a great. help. +o Mrs, 
Stevenson who is now typing our stencils and helping with the editorial: — 
work. She has also duplicated a list of all our plant records for the - 
Freestone Creek — Briagalong area. This~list is too long to include in 
The Naturalist but may be. had from Mrs. -Lubecke for 10 cents, This is 
a good time to. SHOES birds, fungi and winter wild flowers ~ and much else. | 


Gerioy Ssenelelias Jean Caltrain 
er real 


EXCURSION TO SOUTH CASCADE WITH MR. HEUHRER. pes MAY, 4 


The day began clear ond although there were. Showers at silence 


throughout the day they were not sufficient to dampen the interest of  - 


members, . There has been much luxuriant growth anongst the undergrowth 
ferns at South Cascade, In places the track is hidden by this growth, 
especially of the Hard Water Fern whose fertile fronds were up to 4 te 
high, Unfortunately the blackberries have also extended and the track - 
out is almost blocked by then. However this was an excursion to find 
fungi and Mx, Fuhrer was very patient with the’ nany ‘eMessitio and he boxe 
with my ignorance with great caln, 

From the point. of view of fungi Seon, iT felt the excursion was a - 
great success, with many different fungi being’ observed and photographed, 
The 14 members present enjoyed the warmth of the fire: Lit and maintained 
by our president; but the aroma of his barbecued chops made everybody 
hungry at lunch time, | 

The fungi are recorded below in the order Sint were: Reina Collected 
on the -way up to South Cascade was. the light tan coloured Paxillis . savueaae 
involutus with its "gill-like" pores dividing twice from stipe to. edge of 
the cap. Mycena graculenta (?) was a tiny red fungus with a stipe that 
had been sticky; the gills of this fungus and its stipe were also red. 

At South Cascade Laccaria laccata was seon,. It is. 4 cinnanon - 
coloured fungus with cap and gills both the sane colour, Some specinens: 
had cinnamon warts on the top while others wore almost smooth,.. There was 
& specimen of the Hydnum genus with its spines or "tecth" on the under 
neath side, ‘The- penutiful, fragilc, blue Pixie's Parasol — lycena 
interrupta is found cach year at South Cascade. This fungus is a charm- 
ing picture with its cap darker blue. at the centre and paler blue towards 
the edge. The specinen of Leptonia was entirely tan in color and. 
according to Mr. Fuhrer had decper gills than other species and the dark 
red Cortinarius showed where its thin veil had collapsed by a:darker ring 
on the stipe or stem. A delightful pale ycllowish little Mycona 
Spipterygia with its bright yellow stipe and white gills attracted every= 
body including artist and photographer, It is reported to have the smell 
of cucunber but: per ueR ey our pOeCuenS were oither not large enough or 
dry enough, 

The pale roddish Goltrichia ‘lacta (?) was a wal bracket fungus with 
pores on the undorside, The yellow Scleroderma flavida was found, This 


fungus is an almost round ball. attached at the base. When mature it opens. a 


and exposes the spores in a mucus or the whole is just eroded ‘away. ‘Many ~ 
Flannula fungi were secon. They wero a golden brown and varied fron small 
to about 2" across although Mr. Fuhrer says they can be larger... Sat 

The funous with the erean woolly aan anoearance on the ton wama 
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Psilocybe asperosporus. This had purplish-black gills with the edge of 
the gills patterned when seen under magnification. The long "threads" 
of the Horsehair Fungus ~ Marasmius Sou Orns — was to be seen every= 
where. Members were surprised to realise it had a very fine fruiting 
body at the end, © 

There were nany forns of. disco-mycetes, these were tiny flat discs 
growing on various hosts and of white, orange or yellow coloring, There 
was even a brown form on the plant Cotula repens, Clitocybe paraditopia 
was ‘ashecolored with slightly jolly=like or watery appearance, Not very 
spectacular, A very delicate pale pink, much branched coral fungus was 
Clavaria gracilis (?) I think, 

A snail, gilled bracket fungus” that was quite common on many plants 
was a Crepittodus. It was cream and only about 3/4" across; but it was 
easy to see the characteristic woolly surface near the base. A small 
Boletus that was being attacked by a mould was found. 

The tan colored Lactarius subdulcis exuded a "milk" from its gills 
where it had been slightly crushed in picking, while a lovely picture 
was made by. a-group of the flesh colored bracket fungi belonging to the 
Pleurotus genus, They appear very shiny or watery on top, They could 
perhaps have been Pleurotis viscidulus (7). Only one Russula was found, — 
This had a pinkish cap. 

There was one area where many simple orange coral fungi grew and. on 
closer inspection also Earth Tongues standing about op high, They 
belonged to the Geoglossun, ; 

One type of puffball we all found fascinating. It was less than 
4" across the ball which was raised on a network of latice-like fibres 
in the shape of a tapering skirt. The ball was very resilient and puffed 
white spores quite visibly when squeezed. I think its name was Calastoma 
rodwayii (?), but someone suggested the “Suseyraiean: common nane of 
pressuro=pack. 

We found one species of the genus Fones, the very: had tough, hee 
colored bracket fungi often referred to as punk, 

Stereum fasiatum (?) was one of the bracket fungi with bands of 
different but blending. colors and wavy edges. This one was in orange and 
brown colorings. , 

Another spectacular specimen was Cortinarius rotundisporus with its 
beautiful deep blue..viscus cap and alnost purplish pluc gills and white ~~ 
stalk... It gots its name from the shape of its spores. pen 

The grecnish-grey Oyster Fungi — Pleurotus ostreatus ~ was more 
attractive fron underneath as its gills were edged with white. In fact | 
our specimens looked like a pair of cars, 

. The final fungus on the list, is liycena vinacea a beautiful snall- 
species about $" or So a¢ross and the whole a lovely rose .color, There 
was a large colony of these fungi on a log at the car park, - 


I have gone into some detail with these fungi because of the. lack pe 


reference material available and the names are as accurate as I can got. 
then. Some with 2) after their names iT have not been able to check, 


Bon ‘Thompsons 
ATURALIST STERORTE TONGS 


Unfinaneial nombers will not receive the iyanieniet after this issue. _ 


A cross here _ means. your subscription has no not “been” pee 
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CONSERVATTON OF ALPINE NATIONAL PARKS, FLORA. 
‘Address by 1 by Mr. H.G. B: Bleakle ey, Px President of W: of ‘National Parks” ASS. 


Mr. Bleakley discussed, a. proposed Alpine National Park for 
Victoria, It was first proposed in:1949 by the Town and Country 
Planning Ass. and was, yery. similar to that proposed by the National 
Parks Association, — Its area is east to Dargo, north to Mr, Bogong, © 
south to Mt, Bulla and Mt, Skein and west to Lake Tali Khan and : 
Mt. Wellington. Of course a Total Alpine National Park, which would 
be all areas above 4,500. f£t., would be ideal. But there has’to be a’ 
compromise with vested. interests and management of alpine areas costs 
money. ‘There has been no help from the Government so far, but, with 
the newly formed Conservation Council, it is pope d to get some 
permanent reservations of alpine areas, 

The’ alpine area of Australia is defined as all areas ACore 4; 500 
ft. and is from south of Canberra to Lake Mountain in Victoria, mMhése™ 
areas are covered with snow all winter, have a brief spring from: ~ 
October to November after the snow melts and then a short summer, 

The flora and fauna have acclimatised to this shorter cycle, - 

Mr, Bleakley then showed slides = firstly to. illustrate the | 
natural beauty of these alpine areas and the devastation that can be 
caused by commercialisation. He showed beautiful scenery from ‘all 
over the alpine area and interspersed them with slides of flowers of 
that peculiar area and to alpine areas in general. The commentary of 
each slide was very interesting.. As Mr. Bleakley is an enthusiastic 
bush-walker many of the slides could not be obtained by ‘the average 
person. Some of the views were familiar to members who have been to 
the Wulgulmerang and Mt, Howitt areas, 

Mt. Kosciusko National Park figured prominently in the slides 
as a model to follow in the whanagement of future Alpine areas, The 
devastion of It. Bulla by ski people during the last 15 years is | 
regretable, But the Kosciusko area has developed under management 
and is becoming famous throughout the world for its flowers.’ The 
result of brumbies and cattle grazing was shown together wath slides: 
of the aninals themselves. 

Porsonally I had not poninceds there was 80 aaa ‘country above 
4,500 ft, in our alpine country. 

All the slides of the alpine flowers were peautiful, many of 

them being familiar to members. from trips to lit. Baw Baw. Much 


interesting and informative knowledge was gathered, . For example the .. °...: 


main trunk of the Mountain Plum Pine grows at the rate of only 1/000th, 
of an inch in a year, so the plant in the slide was many generations 
old, ‘The Snow Gums ‘showed the depth of snow they can carry and the 
result of the weight of this snow, The beautiful daisy named after 
Miss Waddell (Helichrysun adenophorun var, waddellae) was shown growing 
on Mt. Speculation, There were slides of snow drifts, one with the 
Alpine Marshemarigold (Caltha introloba) flowering under the melting. 
snow. Every slide had an interesting commentarye 

Let us hope that the promised Alpine National Park soon becomes 


a reality. Bon Thompson. 
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FRAWK JONES MEMORIAL. 


In the L.V. Naturalist of sep tenine 1970. ye Soe ees “a menore 
at Yellingbo to our fellow-member Frank Jones, but could give no details. 

Particulars of this have just come from the Bird Observers Club 
and those of you who knew him will like to hear of what is planned. 

‘Mr, Johnson, Convenor of the Yellingbo sub-committee tells me 
that "one of the most needed things at Yellingbo is a central, outdoor 
area for visitors and workers", so the committee has ordered a concrete 
table and seats in which will ae set small brass tablets (about 3" xX 4") 
with appropriate very simple’ wording. These will be placed in "a 
situation commanding a view and near the picnic area", and a small 
plantation of native shrubs, including some self propogating Acacias 
will be made adjoining the area with table and seats. -He concludes 
" I would like it if it were for me, and I hope that you do to". 

I think we will all be glad to know of it and be grateful to 
our member’ Gwen Webb of Denison who suggested the memorial, 

Mr, Jones mother has also sent our club a set of many of his 
bird slides to be used at our discretion. The committee has decided. 
that we should keep one set and give the others ( or as many as are 
wanted) to the Bird Observers Club, 

‘They do not need many as they have a lange collection, but 
Mx, Wheeler, Hon. Sec. of the B.0.C. will select from those set aside. 
for then all that are wanted, and return any others to us. | 

~The L.V.F.N.C. set epunlnl, yeu my care but available to anyone 
who wishes to use them for talks on natural history or conservation, .. 
on the understanding that they are returned at the next Club Meeting, 


Jean Galbraith. — 


APOLOGY FROM AN ABSENT-MINDED EDITOR, 
The spider shown by Mrs. Crane at the April meeting was related 
to the Funnel-web, not the Black—-Widow Spider as a careless, editor 


noted. Black~Widow spiders are of course wnknoym in SHITE 
though related to our Australian Red=backed spider. 


The Intemational Ornithological Congress will be held in 1974 
not 1971 as wrongly reported. 


PROGRESS: REPORT FLAME ROBIN SURVEY. 


We have ‘received this report Rion nein an interim report 
only, may not be published even in part, but will be placed in the 
library where members may sec it. It discusses aoa ae the 
puzzling gating changes. ‘of Flame Robins, 


a 
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WEDGE-TAILED EAGLES AND LAMBS. 


"It was found in Canberra that each pair of caralves occupied an 
area of about 12 square miles and in the hunting area of each pair it 
was estimated that some 4,000 lambs would be born each season, of 
which the eagles might take about 6. When it is considered that from 
25 to 30% of Australian lambs normally die from starvation, weakness 
and mismothering, the number of deaths which could be attributed to 
nesting cagles appears to be quite insi 


ant,! i 
5 PCat ae in Fur. Feathers & Fins. 
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ON THB PRATL OF A TUART By Mrs. June Lubcke 


We stood in a grotto in the charming Chrystal Cave at Yanchep National 
Park, 32 miles north of Perth, and knew that a tree was spreading its branches 
above us. The only visible evidence of its existance was a long tap root that 
came searching down from the roof, down and down until it reached its goal — 
the pool of limpid water that covered thé floor of the cavern. ‘There having 
struck water, the root bent and continued on its way for another 12 feet, 
lying like rope in the shallow crysyal clear water, 


We were told thatit was the root of a Tuart (Eucalyptus gomo. ocephala) 
md although it was knowm to consume many gallons of wator per day, the level 
of the pool — actually an underground streem - never altered, 
The Tuart is a coastal species which extends in anarrow belt roughly 25 miles 
wide from Busselton to Yanchep, It prefers sandy loam overlying sandstone, 


When we arrived at Geraldton I wrote to a fellow "Field Nat", and after 
the letter was posted, realised to my mortification that I had referred to the 
‘tree as an "Acacia", I had never actually seen the tree,-so determined to 
redeem myself by finding a Tuart and taking home a photograph. 


So it was with delight that some two weeks later and a few miles north 
of Busselton, we found ourselves facing a notice stating that we were now 
entering « natural Tuart forest. However, we felt slightly deflated as we drove 
into a forest of pretty, but rather insignificant cucalypts which appeared to 
be a type of peppermint. We had driven the previous day through the magnific- 
ent Karri forests, and had gazed up in awe at the fmous Gloucester tree near 
Pemberton, so perhaps we were oxpegting too much of a Tuart. 


But soon, gloaming among the peppermints, began to appear conspicuous 
medium to tall trees, with sturdy trunks and persistant bark of a light grey. 
(We were to learn later that the timber is yellowish, hard, and one of the most 
valuable in Western Australia). Those doughty warriers were certainly worthy 
of that bravely foraging tap root. They scemed to say, "cll, here we are at 
last ~ come and take your photograph," 


As we drove from the northern end of the forest we saw another notice = 
board standing conveniently in front of a largo Tuart. 
It read, "Tuart (Hucalyptus gomphocephala). Unique to W.A. Tallest tree 130 fect. 
Greatest girth 36 feet. Oldest trec over 500 years. Area 4,000 acres in 1965," 


_ dust for the record, I photographed that too! 


FROM’ MY WINDOW Miss J.Galbraith 


In addition to the 10 - 15 species of birds which(varying in numbers with 
the time of the year) regularly visit the gardon and nectar bottles outside my 
window there are occasional species which come for a short time only - a weck 
- an hour ~ sometimes only afew minutes. . 

Most colourful of these wis probably the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater which outshone 
even the cock Golden Whistler; most spectacular the liagleOwl which I have secon 
only twice for a few minutes, most delightful perhaps the Rufous Fantail, 

The latest casual visitor,on February 6th.was a female Satin Flycatcher, 
which spent a few minutes in the branches of a fuschia outside the window, 

With shining blue black back, and creamy throat flushed with pinky rufous it 
was casily distinguished from the female Leaden Flycatcher which has the throat 
and upper breast rufous, 


x = eee 
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FLOWERS ON SUMMER ROADSIDES _iliss. J.Galbraith 


Many of our roadsides, cspecially those that have been cleared and . 
‘repeatedly burned, arc overgrovm with introduced grasses and wecds,: but unclean 
ed or thinly grassed verges are worth cxamination, even at midsummer, especially 

if the grasses are native spccics. Small herbaccous plants like Woodruff, 
Lilies, daisics and orchids often survive in the grass. 


January is not a time when wildflowers are Ue yet exploring two 
such grassy places on January 7th we found over e dozen species of wild- 
flowers blooming. ‘Je were in search of our one rare pink goodenia G.grandi- 

flora var. nacnillanii which grows beyond Glenmaggic. 


We stopped first to look at our white native water-lily, Ottolia, < ..2 

_ growing in 2 pool near Toongabbie. Half of the pool was white with Ottelia 
flowers which looked from a distance like big white floating poppics. 

After looking at them we scarched the roadside and found many fairy-like bushes 
of Vi ey Buttons, starry flowers of Yellow Rush-Lily on sprawling branched 
stems, spires of dark blu. six petalled flowers of Blue Gra ss~lily and a few 
stalks of Nodding Chocolate Lily, casily distinguished from the common 
Chocolate Lily by its wmbranched stems. In a hollow near the pook Trailing 
Pratia and Swamp Isotome BOY together, mats under an inch high, studded with 
irregular stars. 


A second stop was to investigate a patch of bright blue Grass-loat Blue 


sa ee bells in hundreds amongst floworing grasses, Their colour wes deepened by the 


purple of Variable Glycine (more dwarf and dcoper purple than our familia 
Twining Glycine). Pink Bindwecd also grew there twining round grass stalks 
its narrow Ane scattered with pink3/4 in, flowers. The grasses thomselves 
were beautiful, Mat Grass with purple anthers, Spear Grass with Tong ayms 

_ catching the a es pluny tussock grass. 

‘There were late flowers and little green fruits on the tufts of bright mossy 
woodruff that grew on the bank. 


They were not rero flowers, but exch one was delicately beautiful, 
worth studying and enjoying as we did thzt «ftemoon, saying 2s we loft the 
place " It is good to think of such lovely things groving and blooming and 
sceding and springing up again in the grass cven though no one is here to 

sce them" . fnd we found our Goodenia, cascading rosily down the sandstone 
and even eueeie up in the gutter elles with rockfern anongst it. 


T4chnical names of plants mentioned 


Woodruff Asperula scoparia 
Ottclia - 0. owlifolia 
Wiry Buttons — Leptorhynchus tenuifolius 
Yellow Rush-lily Trieorynu clatior 
Bluc Grass—lily Cacsin vittata 
Nodding Chocolate—lily ~ _ Dichopogon fimbriatus 
Trailing Prati, _.  Pratia pedunculata 
Swanp Isotone Isotoma fluvictilis 
Grass-leaf Bluebell Wahlenbergia stricta 
Variable Glycine G. tabacina 
_- Pink Bindwceed Convolvulus eruboscens 
' Mat Grass _ Henarthria uncinata 
spear Grass . Stipn scabra 


‘Tussock Grass ' Poa australis 


. 
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A SNAKE YARN pas igi 2 Fron Mrs. &. Lyndon 


This story concerns lake Wellington: and its western shores near the 
mouth of the Latrobe River. Back in the tcon years and the twenties of this _ 
Conary Montgomery Bay was the Riveria of the surrounding districts, with the 

Lake bottom clean. and sandy, and local familics picnicked and bathed to their 
heart's content all sumer, There was no trace of the mudbanks clothed with 
rushes and sedges that have completely altercd the character of the foreshore 
in more recent years. 


It was during the second world war that ny young brother and I had gone 
down to the lake where 2 big clunsy row-boat was moored. We decided to go for 
a row so wo pushed it off the imd and climbed in, ‘he taking one oar end I the 
other, . v¢ found we were no great success as oarsmen and about thirty yards 
from land sonothing Ie avy fouled ny oar.. Looling along it as it rosc I saw 
the middle part of a big snake neatly draped across the blade. The lake is 
noteble for its large cols but tthe slender head that rose from the waves and 
regarded ne with a distinctly amoycd expression would never be mistaken for 
that of an col. .A convulsive jerk of the oar flung the snake well behind the 
boat and with shouts to cach other of " row for your life" we did just that 
and wallowod and banged with 211.the speed we could muster, - 

That snake "lit runnin'," facing our way, and , arching its spine after the 
fashion of thé Loch Ness Monster it came after us with its head held full six 
inches 2bove the water. We determined to vacate the boat should it board us 
‘but cithér our style improved anda wo drow away or the serpent tired and gave 
up the chase. Perhaps it was good for only = short burst of specd. 


The morass country was then, and probsbly still is, rich in the family 

ima » which means front~fanged venemous land snakes. .The numerous flood 

ays and red gum islands suited then and the solid old gum stumps that dotted 
even the cleared paddocks provided safe harbour for them. I have oftéhn regret- 
ted we were Not of more scicntific mind in those days. 
A sinple count of ventral and forehead scales would have cstablishhed aine 
identity of the fellow who chascd us across the lake, thus providing a better 
ending to a story in a natural history nagazine. : 


TH} GaLBRATTHS AMONG BUFFALO FLOWERS. Excerpts fron letters May Galbraith 


We drove to the reservoir and climbed down the wall and found so many 

flowers. ‘hore were big clumps of the white everlestings with pink buds. 
am sure now they are Waddcll's Everlasting. 

thoy grow 1t least 18ins. high, branched near the top. It was a luxury to see 
then. They are so rare, confincd to the Alps. We saw patehes of’ Tiny Violets, 
Viola sicberriana . They are absolutely swect. Just imagine a nat of ninute 
violcts, like Tigyaleat iolets but. you alnost need glas ses to scc-caeh flower, 
In sone cases the three kinds of wild violets wore growing. together, 
The reservoir is at the top of Crystal.Brook, which lives up to its nam, 
It is crystal clear and beautiful to taste, and you get the scents of honey 
and herbs ond nint—bush asyou drink. . 
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REPORT ON EXECUTIVE M@ETING HELD ist. JUNE, 1971. 
At the hone of Mr. and lirs. Lubecke. 


A letter fron the S,E.C. referred to the mecting with our 
representatives to discuss the future of our Traralgon South Reserves, ' 
and promised that they would cooperate with us in their protection, or, 
should mining operations interfere with them, another area would be sct 
aside in place of them. Mr. and Mrs, Thompson have found a possible 
altemative arca, 

Unfortunately an invitation to help with tree and lawn planting at 
the Latrobe Valley Community Hospital arrived too late, and we have asked 
to be notified earlier, should help be noeded again, 

Mx, Thompson, one of our two representatives on the Wirilda 
Committee reported on its last mecting, Office-bearers were appointed, 
and a subecommittce has been appointed to prepare a draft constitution 
for discussion at the next mectings 

A letter concerning Photoflora 1972 was discussed and it was 
decided to ask for more details, 

We deeply appreciate the gift of Mr. Homann's copics of many years 
of the Victorian Naturalist made by Mrs. Homann as he wished, 

_ Enquirics will be made about obtaining a copy of the partial Index 
prepared to the Naturalist by the National Parks Authority. 

Care of the Naturalists will be discussed with Mrs. Crane, 

Next Executive meeting is to take place at the home of Mr, McElroy, 
35 Latrobe Road, Morwell on the 29th. June, 


SPECIMEN TABLE, 28th, May. 


lin. Sterkenberg. Beautiful paintings of Sweet Wattle, Red Correa, Blue 
. Dampiera and Heath, Pincushion Hakea and Echevarid,. 

Philip Stevenson.Striking black and white fungus Rooting Shank, 

Miss Christensen,Bird's nest, probably Whip Bird's, 

Jean Galbraith, Fem, Aspleoniun hookerianun, first collected in Victoria 
last summer by Peter Turner, President of Sale F.N.C. 
This was only the second record for Australia of this 
New Zealand fern, The first record was fron Kosciuske,. 
(Baron von Iiucller, 1874) and was hardly typical. 
Saffron Milk Cap. Edible orange coloured toadstool 
now plentiful under pine trees ( fry with butter, salt 
and lemon juice), 


JUNE EXCURSION. 


Cars leave the corner of Traralgon and Welhalla Roads, Tyers at 
10 asm, Following Mr. Moretti's tempting example at the South Cascade 
excursion a barbaque meal is planned¥at about noon, close to the point 
where W 2 leaves the Walhalla Road. ‘Leto-coners look for L.V.F.N.C. 
pointers at comers along the TOUtC.s , 


2 
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SUPPER ROSTER. 


Carol Belgraver and Margaret Bennet. 
Memo For all on Supper Roster — part of our responsibility is to sce 
that the urn is turned off after supper. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretarys Mr, S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 5825.6 
Meetings commence at 7.30 pem. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 
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SALE F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K. Newnham, 
Box 302 : 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the ist. Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel. T'gon 72117 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 
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WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. J. Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820 Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8,00 pom. on the 3rd, Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 

The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 
the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists! Club, Contributions on any 
aspect or branch of natural history are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: 
Acting Honorary Editor (Misg J. Galbraith) 
"Dunedin"  TYERS. 3844 


Please endorse envelope; 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


* 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 


Mrs, HE. Lubecke, 
{22a Helen St. 
Morwell. 3840 
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- COMING EVENTS. 


es Cearntaen speaker, on Fire. 
ere ions Morwell Prison Farm Tree Plantations. 
i — Place: Mect for early lunch, Apex Park Boolarra, = 
; ons: Continue straight ahead, at pee Oguore ee bridge 
before Boolarra. Turn left at ist. crossroad to 
- 40r 5 niles fron the bridge just nentioned, where 
_ the park will be geen on the SED between road 
and river. is 


TRARATCON Rall See : 
"Friday, aes 6th, (tomaat nooting and nénborts nicht). 
To ite arranged. ‘hiae 


petany yuly (ett 
Mx. H. Muendel, Gurstor 1 Parks and Gemtonsy, on Growin 
SHEEN: Sabieey eres ; 


Do ‘be ae ee ae 


Gina a the kanes are Sanyitted AS the — 
Science Teachers ASUS a Megeing at 
As on ee Gite: 


- Bxiaay 6th. inggast b nm Hooting end Nature Bui) ei eye: 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist cat ee Cl) Issue No. 91 July 1971. 


ms ee a ta nom AA AO A A NR A AM A Se eae. 


BDITORTAL. 


~The past year has been one of great loss for our Field Naturalists! 
Club Jin Peterson's health becarie worse early last year and Mr. Homann's 
failing health was accepted with quiet courage up to the time of his death 
in April this year. Last August we were grieved by the death of Frank Jones, 
and Mr. Peterson's second operation left hin partly paralysed but undaunted 
during the year that remained to him, We all know that he died on June 6th. 
and sorrow was felt all through the club. Newer members may not have know 
hin, but those many members who had the privilege of his friendship during 
the 10 years of his membership know how much we have lost. Those who did 
not know hin have lost even more in not experiencing the happy days when 
"the Petersons" were in the heart of all our activities; the camps and 
excursions they shared; early days of work on the South Cascade track; the 
preparation of his report on South Cascade (still referred to by the 
department involved) which was given with quiet conviction during a — 
governnent investigation; his editorship of the Naturalist when Mr. Seanlan 
retired. He was not only editor but also typed the stencils and for sone 
tine did the duplicating also. Probably only those of us who knew hin during 
those years know the strength of his feeling for conservation: and for ‘the 
concept of Wirilda Park which enbodied it. 

We recall much else ~ the tines when, in ine president's Riggs, 
Jin, as senior vice-president, guided our mectings; his valuable work on 
the flowering seasons, distribution and pollination of Gippsland orchids; 
but above all these we recall Jin Peterson, our friend of many good days, 
of energy and enthusiasm and deep enjoynent of natural beauty; our friend 
‘Still during the physical weakness and illness which would have overwhelmed 
sone people, but. was referred to by hin as "this ULC Le incident", with at 
least outward lightness. 
y _We who saw hin often never visited aba from a sense of duty, Sie as 
a pleasure and privilege. We often spoke of the way tine flew during those 
visits, There were always interesting things to discuss so-that we cane 
away enriched.by the visit in which there wags no word of depression or 
' self-pity but only of cheerful out-going interest. 

Members. of the club and of the postal department where he was a 
supervising technician vied with each other in thinking of things to Ee 
‘him pleasure, and he was always pleased and enthusiastic. 

a! During the last year of his illness we, as a club, were draw’ hee 
gether in a closeness which we hope we shall never lose. I personally was 
proud of ny fellow-nembers, and their endless thougt atfulness, their gifts, 
their letters, their plans for anything that would give Jin pleasure, 
because that was what gave then pleasure also. As Mrs. Peterson said, 
"After a year the letters and visits.and gifts cane just as often as ak 
ELLs 
In a letter to the Naturalist in September 1970 he wrote "It nakes’ 
he very proud tobe part of the Latrobe Valley F.I.C." and the Acting Editor, 
irs. Padfield wrote on behalf. of us all "And we of the Latrobe Valley club 
are TOG to have you as-a menber Jin". 
* We are proud now to have hin for a member, proud to still have "the 
Asters aed as part of our club, for they are not merely a lot of separate 
people, but one fanily with that spirit of helpfulness, cheerfulness, 
friendship and integrity which Jin showed, He was proud of his family and 
--80 are we, We hope we shall never let then dow, but show those sane 
Cont. 
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EDITORIAL (cont. ) 


, qualities in our club activities and our work for conservation. 
__ We have plans for another memorial to be discussed later, but that 


would be the best mnenorial of all, It would keep alive amongst us sone~ 
thing that we valued in hin, 


During his time as editor Mr. Peterson accumulated naterial for a special 
Conservation Issue. We have kept the several articles as "his" naterial. 
ve feel it should be published now, so here is the incomplete material for 
"Jin's Conservation Issue" as he left i, 


NOTES ON SAND MINING. 

Recent reports that sand mining companies have designs upon certain 
of our Hast Gippsland beaches, including those in National Parks, is dis- 
quieting, They call to mind some of the sorry sights witnessed in northern 
. New South Wales last year, 

_ After passing through Ballina on our way up the North Coast we left 
the main highway and ran seawards for a glimpse of Cape Byron, the nost 
easterly point of Australia, The countryside-here was volcanic with big 
stones in the paddocks and distant views of witches hat mountains and nearer 
rounded hills. Wisps of tattered rainforest flora shared the gullies with 
a riot of wild tobacco (Solanwa mauritianun) and lantana scrub, 

i When we came to the edge of this tableland we found the actual coast- 
line was far far below and we stopped to take in the view over the built-up 
headland and far out to sea, On either side of it long curved beaches were 
backed with low flat covntry and to the north the sand dredges could be seen 
working in the distence, We turned to go back and saw the most cheering 
sight of that day, Around a honestead on the edge of the slopes sone fanily 
with foresight had managed to retain a big block of the Original jungle. A 
splendid sight, rich and noisy with birdlife, 

Evening found us in a little park by the water at Brunswick Heads, 
where we net with fig birds for the first tine and endured a steady rain of 
digested fruit material. on car and van, from the trees above, 

fil the tidai mouths of the northern rivers are artificially con- 
trolled within stone walls and breakwaters and in a snug little harbour under 
the’ hill a real fairy fleet of colorful trawlers were tied up side by side, 
As we fished by the breakwater in the dusk the travlers woke up and cane 
steaming dovm in a long line against a wonderful sunset, a dozen of then, all 
freshly painted in green and orange with tastful drapes of green fish net 
swinging from the rear, a truly menorablo Sight as they cleared the entrance 
and stood out to sea, Over and around the boats two Splendid birds caught 
the last rays of the sun as they banked and wheeled over the inlet, They 
were the Red=backed Sea Eagles, fish hawks and collectors of fish scraps in 
the shallows. Snowy white on head: and neck, the body a glorious chestnut 
brown, this is surely our most beautiful eagle, 

Next day we walked over to the ocean beach, wondering sonewhat at the 
flat and uninteresting foreshores, Rounding the expensive Surf Club~house 
we were astonished to find a great hole in the sand with a dredge working in 
it, Dogers busily shoved the scenery hither and yon, <A fine surf beach was 
backed by this featureless sand plain, all contour of natural dune and 

conte. 
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hollow wiped out. ‘The dark aineral is washed from the beach sand and 

“funnelled into’a bin, witile the treated sand flows back again to be packed 
and flattened and, later, planted, That is, it was stuck: all over with 
she-oak saplings like pins in a pincushion, all in neatly spaced rows, the 
‘trees all the sane Gistance apart, They were six or eight feét in herent 
and there they hung, wilting Linply in the hot sun. 

‘ Low swampy hollows bacle from she sea were thickly coppiced with 

' sheoaks, papersbarks, nangroves and a native pine, Many honeyeaters, — 

Rainbow Birds, Fig Birds together with many of our faniliar southern 

species were fe be seen there, 

_Between.the township and the main beach there was a wide backwater 
or inlet. One afternoon the bulldozers arrived and clambered down the wall 
to begin pushing the sandy bottom into minor nountains. Townspeople and 
tourists flocked to the banks and watched silently or muttered together in 
snall groups. Wo one was pleased about the sand. mining but no one could do 
anything about it. I know that I drew a deep breath and thought "Thank 
- Heaven, this can't happen in Victoria!" Least of all do we want it in our 
hard-won National Parks for it conpletely alters the natural beauty.and the 
character of the foreshores for all time. Ellen Lyndon, te 


WHAT HAPPEND WHEN THE SAND WAS MINED? 


BEFORE, It was my first visit to Qucensland ~ my first walk along the coast 
on a shining July morning. We followed a narrow path through masses of 
blue and gold of Fan-flowor with sky-blue flowers and purple berries, and 
Hibbertia scandens with 2 inch golden flowers and capsules bursting with 
orange~scarlot seeds, They formed a ribbon—like border, perhaps 2 ft. high, 
overhung with silken grey: ee foliage of Coast Sheoak ~ one of the | 
loveliest of costal trees i ; oe 

‘There were other trees I did not then know; willowy Cunninghan's 
Wattles not yet covered with thoi 3 inch lenon=yellow calkins; Cheese Trees, 
partly overgrowmm with dark xed Coral-pea, then a parklike grovo of Coast 
-Banksias. The grove vas alive with birds and sweet with unfamiliar songs. 

sig Sualaeae down alnost to high watermark, was Ipomaea braziliensis with 
shining yellow-green. eaves and 2 inch pink flowers. This was all on tho 
sand ridge between the river und the sea. At the far end there was a garden~ 
a coloured carpcot only a foot or so high of "wallun" vegetation = crinson 
and crean bottle~brusnes, brown and gold bush—peas and parrot peas and yellow 
Aotus, pink and white he ath, heath-like Woollsia, white and pale green Swamp= 
heath, yellow Wedge-pea and purple Flags. with Rush Lilies and low bushes of 


golden Guinca~flower and pink and white Waxflower. 


oe 


For three nonths I saw these beautics and many others almost every 
day. Later Hovea cane into purple flower, and there were clumps of orchids 
in open places, noinly White Diuris and. deep violet Glossodia minor, but. with 
a scattering of many others, Bits 
AFTER, It was 6 years before I sav.that coast again. _In the auntie a 
had bi been "wouked" and "restored" ond was, we were told "better than ever" — 
or anyway would be when the young trees grew larger, "What did wo find"? 
The sheltering mangroves with their birds had gone; all the flowers had gone 
fron the foreshore, Tho dunes had been levelled, sown with grass and plant~ 

ed with trees, vbraight genni rows of trees, all the sanie species, ae 
cont.... 
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WHAT I HAPPENED WHEN THE SAND WAS MINED. (cont. ) 


a road. I think they were Norfolk Island Pines — but there was saeiitbiaes to 
make one renenber then, ‘There were no. Blue-faced Honeyeaters, no Pied 
Butchembirds: singing, no path through flowers. The sea was the same clear 
delphineum-blue but it was no longer scen through the Becueee. boughs of She» 
oakes or Coast Banksias with their candlo~like flowers. 

: T: have not seen that foreshore since, Wo doubt there are now trees 
and grass such as one nigi cht see in any tidy coastal picnio ground but there 
is no:longer.the beautiful variety of trees and birds, of songs and abundant 
flowers, characteristic of that coast and no other. 

; bers: ; Jean Galbraith, 


HSECT ASSOCIATION WITH CHILOGLOTY ‘TS TRAPE nZIFORMIS . 

: On 30th. September, at Culoden near Maffra, Vic., a specimen of 
Chiloglottis trapezifomis was collected, It was placed on the boot of the 
Car, in the sun, for close-up photography. 

Whilst setting up the camera it was noticed that some wasp=like 
insects seened to be attracted to the flower, Being interested in orchid 
pollination the following observations were made and slides were taken. 
During a period of about 20 ninutes some 30 odd visits were nade to the 
flowers and four slides were taken. 

The wasps would appear suddenly and then hover for a few seconds 
about 6 inches from the flower, It would land at the back of the flower 
alnost as if it was trying to hide from the labellun of the orchid. It 

_ would then move jerkily around the dorsal sepal and then on to the labellun 
at its mid point. At. this stage the wasp would have turned and ‘would be 
facing the base of the labellun. It would then move up the labellun, 

After sone seconds it would move off. A variation of this procedure would 
occur if a sccond and larger wasp approached whilst the anther was near the 
Labellun; the larger insect would drive off and chase the snallor insect 
aways 

Wasps were noticed only whilst the sun was shining and then would 
only approach - the orchid while the sun was actually shining on the flower. 

“The flower when placed in the shade would not attract an insect, 

By the time that photographing had been completed the car was alnost 
‘conpletely in the shade, The flower was moved to a position in the sun on 
“the ground some yards- away so that one of the wasps could be captured for 

identification. Increased cloud reduced the sumny periods, but again it was 
noticed that the wasps were only about whilst the sun was shining, during 

_which title they could be seen flying rapidly about a few inches from the 
ground, Only when the sun was shining on the orchid would they approach it. 

The specimen captured was found to have a polliniun adhering to its 
back. The specinen was forwarded by nail to the National Museun in’ 
Melbourne and was identified as a nale Neozeleboria cryptoides Smith, I 
understand that the polliniun was still firmly stuck to its back at the 

Museum, I cannot be sure that all insects were the same species but to ny 

‘inexperienced eye they all looked sinilar, I had thought that I saw a yellow 

narking on sone of then but upon reflection this. could be pollinia, | The ° 
pollinia of the specinen orchid had been renoved,. 

i I believe the attractive force was sight rather than snoll as ‘atin 

was a breeze coming from the general direction that the insects were coming 
esi — the west, . I cannot remember the insects approaching fron any other 
; CONTeses 
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direction than the 180 degrees favouring west. The sun was shining fron a 
north-wosterly direction, I had placed the orchid deliberately to catch 
the sun reflecting from the calli on its labellum. These calli were black, 
very shiny and domed so that the sun would reflect from then for quite a 
distance and over a wide area. 

. JM. Peterson. 


because the anount. and varicty of such material, cannot bé found in’ any 

_ books. If we record, photograph, or write about, the things we see, sone of 
our naterial may be of use in the conservation and understanding of bird 
life, and for nost of us this may be a better approach than to set out with 
the object of naking some outstanding ornithological discoverye 


Birds and Their Territories June 1969. 


As this was the only water available near at hand the shrike—tits 
eventually cane dowm together to drink, and upon secing then both get caught, 
and renoving them from the nist net straight away, I observed that the 
fonale was in the condition to lay the eggs within the next two or three 
days, so I banded and released her with sone nisgivings that I had caught 
her at this critical tine. I wondered what the birds would do, but 
although the next two days were very windy, and the bird would have to re= 
nain on the nest continuously to prevent the eggs from being thrown out, I 
observed whon the weather calned down that the bird was sitting nonchalantly 
in its beautiful nest high in the slender sapling. 


More on Bird Banding Dec. 1965. 


The ains of conservation of native plants and the protection of bird 
life are obviously inseparable, and we are fortunate to have plenty of both 
to protect, and it nay be that the best approach to conservation would be 
to indulge in a greater onjoynoent of our many remaining unspoilt places 
rather than to deplore and lament the depredations of the various agents 
of industrial and agricultural expansion. = 

It is not that I think that the destruction of natural beauty should 
be condoned, but that with nore people taking a delight and pleasure in 
nature, such destruction would not be so likely to occur. 


- Follovwing the Honcycaters, Junc_1965. 


EXCURSION T0 RINTOUL'S CREEK ARGA (Cont. ) 

the afternoon, in the true fashion of most of our excursions. ‘The 
renaining nenbers then left the bush to its grandeur of tranquility and 
returned reluctantly to a rushing city life. 


Tony Moretti, 
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‘During the sentinuitis epestnakaat do of this proposed new National 
: Park some interesting things are being found. 

First, the Weeping Spleenwort . (eoiont ahurdaaas sane was Found 
in one of the gullies in the fauna and Avian Sanctuary on the southern 
slope of Mount Worth. This -was quite unexpected. 

On the other hand, the Slender Treefern (Cyathea cunninghamii) 
has been sought for years in the areca near Mt. Worth where it was 
believed (by us) to have existed in pre-sottlement days, but the 
gullies are deep and difficult to search when in bushland condition. 

- The thought had receded from our minds when suddenly one day 
last September "Hey! What's that?" It was dashed hard to get at. It 
gave a fair imitation of a Skirted Trecfern (!) And, naturally, we 
didn't have a book handy to check what really mattered for positive 

identification, This was in a gully on the north side of Mount 
Worth where we tend to regard it as being hotter and drier, especially 
as itis in the middle of the cleared land of a farm. (Skirted 
Treeferm — Cyathea marcescens — "as far as we lmow, the only fem 
Species completely ‘confined to Victoria". Wakeficld & Willis, 

But no, before we got back there, we found two spécimons of © 
. Slender Treefern.in the lioonlight Creek Valley ( south of Mt. Worth) 

and later the original one was definitely identified as one of WHS 
latte? species too, | 

However, on this last occasion, another surprise came our way, 
when a fer was noticed with fronds that stood up strongly about 
three feet high at a steep angle from a base about 6" wide like the 
top of a treefern at ground level, sori after the style of a Brachen 
or a Tender Brake ( running along the edges of the lobes), but © 
‘definitely not the latter which is not uncommon in that general area, 

; The hand magnifying glass showed the veining was peculiar = netted 
is a good description as compared with the forked veins of the Tender . 
Brake ~ Netted Brake! (Not a common fem, confined in Victoria to a 
few places.south of the Dividing Range). 

Sunday, 18th April. Back again exploring paris of Moonlight 
Creek, In one gully Netted Brake had quite an establishment, one plant 
being about 18" in diameter at the base of the fronds, and many others 
in a very healthy state. So it too occurs on both sides of the Mt. 
Worth ridge.— so long as it is Strzelecki's country. 

And then another surprise. About 30 years ago the late Horbert 
Reeves found the Red Passion—flower near lit. Worth but found later 
that it had been smothered by blackberries, We had nover secn it in 
the wild, and as liount Worth is its westernmost occurence, it was 
feared that, like the Grevillea barclyano late of these parts, it too had 
been exterminated hereabouts. But there it wis again — climbing up a 
40" bracken, It must have relations. scattered round about! 

The fungi in this area are ysually quite marvellous in the wet 
conditions following the start of the winter rains. But impatient with ~ 
the prolonged dry period, an autumn. drought. almost, this year, they are 
already appearing in ae variety that it makes one wonder if a fungus 
goldmine has*been discovered. What limits are there when the proper 
conditions arise? 

The dryness has also made it pretty tough for the Lyrebirds, but 
that didn't stop one fellow giving us a run-through of his repertoire 

CONG weer uee 


. 


Latrobe o Valley Naturslist ’ (G9) issus 3 Ho. Si. July, 191 


A a A = A AN A SN to em 


mn tt mt 


MOONLIGHT CREEK VALLEY. (cont. ) 

and another (a lady, or was she?) said sone rathor rude things about people 

having a snack in her territory! 
¥iheal stat so. ae BIS on ~ The Bush — Nature ~ wonderful! * 

Jack Brooks. 


guonanror uITONS PRO A.B.C. C. _GUEST ¢ OF HONOUR, _ PROFESSO) ‘OR . SWANSON. 


F “Professor Gustav ie Swanson is ean American. authority of anor 
national ‘stature in the ficld of Natural Resources, who recently spent six 
nonths as Visiting Professor in ESHA, at the University of Sco 
Armidale, N.S.We 

The conservation Herawanon in Wiens is noving erratically, ai fits 
and spurts, and: all too often losing, instead of gaining, ground,. For 
Australia there arc threc causes which seen to ne especially inportantz~ the 


- need: for professional training; the necd for better governmental co-ordinate 


jon;..and the need for nore wity and comoperation between the private con~ 
servation orgenizations. .These are what I would call the squeakicst . wheels 


in the conservation bandwagon. They particularly need attention. 


Professional ‘training first. We would all-agree that the successful 
practice of mddicine today depends upon adequate professional training. 
What was good enough.for our great-grandfathers is not good cnough for us 


- today in: medicine, nor is it in the nanagenent of natural resourc3s, The 


responsibility for a nation's natural resources, to serve best the necds of 
the people ‘in generations to cone as well as those of today, is an inportant 
one, deserving the bestetrained public servants it is possible to develop. 
dnd yet in Australia, anong the inportant Kinds of the renewable natural 
resources, only for aonentany has there been developed a professionst ~~ _ 


cuniversity training programe. As a result,.in the forestry field, 


e Australia has a group of well-trained, Sathueiestie: dedicated professionals, 


looking: after forestry interests for the States and the fedoral” ‘govermnent, 


“dnd forestry has nade real strides in Australia as a result. Whatis . 


urgently. needed now-in Australia is additional ‘see aoneE yy troining: ‘in | other 


areas of natural resources = and innediately. 


The University of New Ingland is proposing a full Rageiee of Natural 
Resources, end the Aus tralian. National University and sone others are cOon= 


‘Sidering.one or two-year: ‘postgraduate programmes, Such plans should have 


“the enthusiastic support of everyone in Australia who is interested in 


natural resources conservation, . 
ig My second squeaky wheel is governnontal plate teion in the natural 


_ Resources area, and this is particalarly inportant ease of~ the relations 


Ship between the States and federal - governncnt. 
In a nunber of areas this needed co-ordination, exchange of infornate 


ion, and. opportunity to discuss problens and agree on solutions, has been 


_ prompted through the establishnont by law of Councils, such as “Hs Australian 


Forestry Council, which was established in.1964. . 


This Forestry, Council, togethor with similar ones on water resources 


and agricul ture established . caxlion, have shown such excellent results that 


I feel the sane pattern could well be followed in other arcas of renewable 
resources, Using the same successful pattem there could well be Australian 
ouncils, at. cabinet level, for national parks and reserves, for fisherics, 


‘ and for wildlife. | Gacamatlcavistesn in these areas is urgently needed to 
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“QUOTATIONS FROM FROM £.B.C,. GUEST OF HONOUR PROFESSOR S Swanson (cont. ) 


achieve satisfa actory progress in the nation as a whole. 

liy third ‘squeaky wheel is tho’need for more unity and eEtootive 
comdperation -between the private organizations interested in conservation. 
Australia has scores, probably hundreds, of non-governnent organizations 
concerned with nature protection, It is hard to overemphasize the. 
importance of these private or ganizations, because they provide a rallying- 
point for the citizen in expressing his desire relating to conservation. 

ist secns. to ne. that / Lustralia's conservation organizations are 
nowhere near as effective as they could be, if they banded together and 
concentrated attention on their common interests — for there are comon 
interests which are of far greater importance than the differences which 
_ separate” then, The spear-fisherman and the boating enthusiast: and the 
angler are just as concerned with unpolluted water as is the nature: 
conservationist. The shooter is just as interested in the preservation of 

natural environnent as the bushwalker or the national parks association. 

~All of these types of organizations should be banded together and pooling 
their influence, for thero are important decisions being made every day’ 
which’ concern. the environnent in which they are interested, and without 
unity they will not have the needed strength to influence ise decisions. 

Three of the greatest inpedinents, as I sce it, are those squeaky 
wheels, which represent the need for. professionally—trained natural resource 
managers, for better governnental co-ordination and for nore effective © 
Co-operation anongst private organizations which are’ concemed with 
: conservation of natural resources. _ : eae § 


EXCURSION TO RINTOUL'S 5 CREEK ARHL. JUNE 26th. 1971 


A party of 15. people departed fron the designated necting om in 
Tyers at 10,00 acn. Travelling via Fitzgibbons Road over Rintoul's creck we 
viewed a lyrebird nest under. construction not 10 ft. fron the road. Further 
on we scranbled through. the undergrowth dowm into a gully and after a short 
walk along the creekbed we again viewed a nest, this time completed and an 
egg was found inside, The latter was still warm and our leader inforned us 
— that the eges can become icy cold during incubation and still hatch. 

: The convoy then returned to the Tyers—Boola road and it was via this 
that. the cars. travelled ‘to. the W.2,.W.3, Rintoul’s Greck Road intersection. 
While several menbers renained behind to light a nunber of fires the others 
wandered through the bush hoping to be treated by sounds of a lyrebird in 


_ Song. . The barbecue was quite successful. After lunch Mr. Dewar Goode left 


our happy throng as he wished to returm to Melbourne carly. He loft us with 
hopes. of necting us at a January caip-out being planned for a nountain venue, 
Several nenbers joined the excursion after lunch, and the Land Rover 
driven by lin. Lanbert provided transport for those who wished to indulge in 
guch a "luxury", ‘The. ‘group nade its way to a proposed lookout and gained an 
unusual view of the future Wirilda Park. The party then returned’ to the 
luncheon spot and it was there that we had afternoon tea, Thanks. wore ox» 
tended to our leader, irs. Johnston, and the party dispersed, happy after a 
- well. spent day with nature. . 
. Most: of the nembers then loft 40 return hone but threo nonbers! cone 
tinued on to the. Boola Wildflower Reserve and erected a sign to that effect. 
By that time rain had begun falling, having refrained fron doing so during 


Continued _on Page 
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JUNE MERTING. 


' At the beginning of the neeting the President spoke of Mr. Peterson's 
eath, by which "each one of us had lost not only a fellow nenber but a 
aan fricnd", He then read a letter of thanks from Mrs, Peterson to 
‘the club for all their thought for Jin during the past difficult year. 
There was little business and soon the President called on Mr, 
We” Dewar Goode to speak to us on pollution. 

Mx. Goode nentioned many aspects of pollution, of viii he could 
discuss, only’ one, pollution of landscape. Because of its resources of water, 
coal and oil, and nearness to the Momington Peninsula deep water Besa 
Gippsland is especially vulnerable to this kind of pollution. 

“Victoria has been divided into 13 sections: by the: Conservation’ 
Council, On each areas regarded as "Good", Not so good", "even less, good", 
were narked on a nap, ‘The naps put together show the parts of Victoria that 
should be preserved, Where nuch is threatened there nust be careful select~ 
ion "Hang on to good arcas", those where water, soil, air and landscape are 
not polluted, Noise is a serious pollutant. There, are nany needless sources 
. of landscape pollution, such as unsightly garages, ‘power lines, petrol 
Stations. Power lines can go underground. In nany countries garages and 
petrol stations are controlled and only one sign allowed on each, . As a: 
result there arc now beautiful and. interesting garages in sone countrics = 
sonething rare in Australia, All this, and especially control of pollution 
fron Industrics can be done, but it is so costly that few will do it unless 
forced by public opinion resulting in governnent action. » Fow- realise that 
in: many cases the products of pollution control can be sold so profitably 
that they nore ‘than pay for the installation, costs. This has happened with 
nore than one big industry which has installed effective GE eee eee cquip= 
“nent. 

Big Industry has already ‘reduced the pollution resulting fron. its works 
but increase in poptilation with use of such things as cars and briquettes 
has nore than overtaken the reduction, Neither cars nor briquettes need to 
-add to pollution, put both usually do soe ‘Tho Victorian Governnent is woll 
: advanecd in anti-pollution neasures, but one doubts whether .cnough money is 
nade: available to nake the measures effective. 

fife) should tell the ninister, or local nenber of parlienent of cases of 
pollution we know of, but we should always write appreciatively to the . 
appropriate départnent when we notice good things that have been done. Wo 
‘should look for good things to coment on. If we norely criticise they will 
get tired of us and take no notice, 

We should remember pollution is nan indde -~ nade by us, for aboriginal 
people caused no pollution, They were nonads, living with nature and with no 
aninals' with hard hoofs to harm vegetation or soil, Our pollution fron 
aninals, chericals, firc, axes, bulldozers, is increasing. We could never 
do with axes what is now done with bulldozers. Australia is the last settled 
land, and fortunately has gdod things left. We nust preserve then. Sone | 
departments are doing good work. Often it is tho bulldozer driver who necd= 
lessly destroys a trcec, not the departnental head. Let then, know we. adnire 
‘the trees when they do’ leave then, ‘- 

We are learning sone things. “Many now.use only bio-degradable 
chomicals ~ that is chonicals or other naterial which the environnent can 
absorb and render hamiless. O11 unfortunately is not biodegradable, nor is 
aluniniun or glass, tin is, in time, especially if tins are burned and 

Conte ee 
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JUNE MEETING (cont. ) 
crushed before being discarded. We still pour pollution into streans. 
This could be purified and released as good water, if we would pay for it. 

_ If there were a 5 cont loading on every tin and bottle few would be 

thrown about. ; er: 
“Sone of the flat white containers on which you buy neat at super 
narkets smell of chlorine.when burned, It is not biodegradable. Notice 
. Which ones smell of chlorine and dont buy that kind again. 
Sone think they can do as they like with the earth, but if they do so 
* technical progress is likely to overwheln both man and the world where he 
lives... Without nore effort than at prosent waste is unlikely to be con 
trolled. Never before in history has man had so-nuch power, for good or 
evil, over his environnent, America with 7% of the world's population uses 
half the world's resources, and one American causes nore pollution than a 
1,000 Indonesians. or 200 Pakastani or Indians, : : 
-In Russia one enormous lake, Lake Bahoul is so pollutcd that all of 
its unique fauna and flora has been lost. : 

No one on the Swiss side of Lake Constance is allowed to swim in it 
because of its polluted waters, and-Switgerland, the "lend of waters" has 
already lost all fish fron sone of its lakes for the sane reasons “i 

“. Vr. Goode finished "Port Philip is already so polluted I would not 
swin in it. .Nor would I cat Sydney Rock Oysters, That is now. What. ~ 
happens when the population increases? _ ae eS ae 

Man with his technology is creating such pollution he may not recover 
fron it — but I an a rational person and‘not a fatalist. “If we are-active 
enough sonething can be done”, » : =f : 

_ We were then showm slides illustrating pollution of our own environ- 
nent, holes left by shellgrit mining; petrol druns on beaches, unsightly 
advertisenents; roadside trees with every overhanging branch shom. off; Then 

followed slides of what can be done ~ of Zurich where no cars are allowed 
within 2 a mile of city centre, of beautiful gardons beneath which are largo 

_ underground carparks, of cities where all delivery of goods is underground, 
and where factories causing pollution have been bought and turned into 
gardens. There were farms with hedges 30 ft. thick round noisy buildings 
to absorb noise, beautiful farm buildings, with the connent "Good | 
agriculture is good landscape", So nuch visual pollution is nccdless. | 

Braye, At the end of the talk, question tine developed into one of the nost 

_ interesting and illuninating discussions we have had at any of our nectings. 
Before the necting closed, Mx, Ian Macdonald thanked Mr. Goode on bohalf of 
the club, pe ? 

Joan Galbraith. 
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"Gould any excitement surpass the thrill of discovering the exquisite 
and elusive beauty to be found on the roadside, in tho open country and 
i through ‘the forest? I. confess :to an overwholning love of the roadside and 
_ the things to be discovered there, Even when it is comparatively dull 
there is ea quist yet distinct appeal in the natural herbage, always prefom 
able to sone artificial schene, starting perhaps with tho dostruction of 
the so = called scrub and all the friendly littic plants.” 3 


Fron "The Australian Roadside" by Edna Walling. 


on 
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EXECUTIVE JIEETING AT THs SOME OF MR. & MRS. ECELROY. JUNE 29TH, 


Arrangenents eee rie. do about hall pooking es for Photoflora next March 
(with a choice of 3 da .tes) and plans discussed “for a slide show at the 


Latrobe Valley Festival (1973). 
It was’ decided to send a donation of $10 toward the oxpenses of a 
survey by the Conservation Council. 
A donation of $4.00 from Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell of the Galena Club 
was gratefully acknowledged, 
Volunteers for supper roster will be asked for at July necting. 


‘It was decided _to list new,nembers AN if possible their special 
interests, in The L.V. Naturalist, 


.A letter fron Morwell council concerning a possible fauna reserve Be 
Jecralang was handed to Mr. Thompson who will investigate. 

The next necting, on July 27th. will be held at the hone of Mrs, 
Homann (or if she is away Mr. Sterkenberg). 


sa ames sem 


PROGRAMMIS JULY ~DEC. 1971. 


July 23rd. Forests Commission speakor on Fire. 
July 24th, Morwell Prison Farm plantations. 
Mug. 27th. Dr. Barton. Geology. 

AUG. 28th, Morwell Open Cut. 

Sopt. 24th. Mx. Moretti and Tony. Boos. 
Sept.25th, Tooronga Falls and Glen Nayook. 
Oct. 22nd. Mrs. Willians: Microscopy. 

Oct. 25rd. Maranoa Wildflower Garden. 

Nov. 26th. Sir Robert Blackwood: Marine Life. 
Nov. 27th. . Cape Patterson, 

Dec. No necting, 
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INSECT nS OCTATTON WITH DIURIS PUNCTALA. 


In October 1965 at Freestone Creck near Maffra it was noticed that 


there was an association between a 


native bee and this orchid, 


On two occasiens 2 bee was seen pressed right up in the labellum of 


-the orchid and both bee and labellun were violently agitated. fgitation 
was of sufficicnt tinc for ne to set up the canera and take a shot. (20 


seconds at least). 

“The bee’ would then crawl away fron the labellun and thon renain, 
notionless for at least 10 minutes. At least 12. bees were found in this 
condition aniong about 50 flowers. During this motionless period. the bees 
appeared to be quite senseless; so nuch so that if shaken from the flower 
they would drop to the- ground and renain there without novenent. At 
the end of this 10 minute or nore period they, including those shaken, 
to the ground, would recover, walk for a second or two and then fly 
aWays 

_J,i1,PETERSOI. 
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THE EGG AND CH “AND CHICK EAT EATERS. 
~ A New Zealand + nagazine recently had an interesting article on ‘the 

investigations of a research tcan of-wildlife officers on Whale Island, 

_ Whale Is., situated in the Bay of Plenty New Zealand , is an Is. of 
354. acres with unspoiled beaches, It is.one of the nuttonbirds breeding 
grounds and was declared a Wildlife Reserve in’ 1965. Since then the Wild~ 
life Div. of The Dept. of Internal Affairs has been carrying out a planned 
research progran into the aninal and bird life on the island, They have 
taken particular interest in the nuttonbirds as it was thought that the 
population was declining despite the fact that nuttonbirding. on the island 
had been banned since the carly 1960'%s. During the past year the officers 
have been trying to establish the causes of the decline. 
ilies Each nest was nunbered and the nunber. of eggs. noted: and other detaila Lee 
‘corded, 2e The growth and health of the chicks were checked, and later, 
banding and woighing of the fledglings took placc. . 

2 Most of this work had to be carricd out at night when the chicks cane 
out of their long winding burrows to be fed by the parent birds, Those dow 
ing the banding had to wear glovos as the birds did not take too kindly to 
hunon intrusion, The results of these investigations proved the decline in 
the nuttonbird popula vtion, and further investigations seen to indicate that 
the decline is not due to illicit nuttonbirding as first thought, but that 
rats are largely responsible, Rats were trapped, studied, then killed, It 
is hoped to work out the age and rate of breeding of the rats. But perhaps 
of nost immediate importance to the Wildlife Div. was that prolininary ine 
vestigations’ of the stomach contents showed that the rats had been feeding 
on shellfish, vegetation, eggs and nuttonbirds. 

This brings to nind the tragic story of our own Lord Howe Is. In 1788, 
Soon after Australia was first settled, an expedition was sent to Norfolk Is. 
and stopped en route at Lord Howe Is. Sailors found the gallinule, a kind of 
water hon, which, like the Dodo of Mauritius, had lost the power of flight, 
was an casy source of fresh neat. Other ships called in’for the sane reason 
and before long the white water hen was as dead as the Dodo itself. In 1834 
a pernanent settlenent was founded on Lord Howe Is, Among the birds found 
there was a special kind of pigeon not found anywhere clsc. ‘The settlers 
shot it out because it ate their wheat, and another bird quickly joined the 
list of extinct fauna. Soon another bird, the Lord Howo Is, Parakect, had 
been elininated; also because of the damage it had done to the crops. 

But worse was to follow. 4 sip "MAKUMTO" went aground off Lord Howe 
Is, and was ‘stuck fast for nine days before refloating. This comparatively 
Slight accident was responsible for the externination of FIVE different 
kinds of birds! How? Rats! Up until then there were no rats on the island, 
but, while the ship "Makunbo" was stranded they left the ship and straight 
away Looked for food ~ bird*s cggs and baby birds. Parent birds didn't 
learn quickly enough to build their nests out of reach of the rats,, so: 
regularly they nested and regularly. the rats raided, . Within twelve years 
the L.H.I. fly-catchcr, LHI. fantail, the vinous-tintod blackbird, the 
robust silvereye and the L.H.I. starling were exterminated fron Lord Howe 
Is. and as’ they were not found < anywhere else in the world were lost for 
ever. : , 

A grin story indecd$ be 
ae a The Potersons. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FVN.C. 


Honorary Secretarys Mr. S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 


Moe. 3825 ° 
Meetings commence at 7.30 pem. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


a ne meen at cea 


SALE F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: lirs. K. Newnham, 
Box 302 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 
Meetings commence at 8.00 pem. on the 1st. Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


-TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretarys Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 


Traralgon. 3844, Tel. T'gon 72117 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON, 


a eat 


WARRAGUL F.N.C, 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. J. Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 


Warragul. 3820 Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8,00 pem. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


Ce eeanenal 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 

the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists! Club. Contributions on any 

aspect or branch of natural history are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: 

Acting Honorary Editor (Iisg J. Galbraith) 
"Dunedin"  ‘JYERS. 3844 


Please endorse envelope; 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist. i 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 


Mrs, E. Lubecke, 
122a Helen St. 
Morwell. 3840 
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; ‘LATROBE vata FNC. 


‘Meet igs = =~ ss Eeriday. August oTth. 
“Speaker: 8 Dr. Barton; — 
Subjects O11 Country of eecboriia: 


Excursion: (Note changed date) October 11th. Yellow Open Cute 
Serie - Leader Dr. Barton, 
Place: Contact Mrs. Crane (fettoum 622215) 


Meeting: "Friday seitethor Srl, pie 
Speakers - To be ee ees: 
i SALR BM, Ltrye 


Meeting: | 2 Bella Septenber 3 Sad. ra = 
_ Speaker; ons be Ga fo by 


=, Friday eter. 20th, at Millers Reotony, Suton aks 
_ Members AGG HER HAS Gee gh ; 

‘Travellers Tales. | 2 ea 

Note a rane of venue | veease of School Holidays. 


Rh caupout in the rine ‘Gharnel caterer ie planted eee any 
16th, — 17th. October. This is an especially interesting 
‘area for botanists, Mr. and Mrs.° J.He Willis (Notional 
--Hosbasfus) hope to. join ua. oe ean. 
Sass Mr, W. Cane. Details of nooting place and time, or 
ng place otc. in ALD Na aturalist. ise 


same = ote stor: tr, end Urs. Tubooko. | : oH 
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Readers will be pleased to hear. that a lotter from Mrs. ‘Padficld 
arrived carly in July. She was well and enjoying hor travels, and sent regards 
to her feollowenenbers, She wrote from Helsinki after a wonderful trip BARONS 
Finland and Lapland vhere she saw the nidnight sun, — 

She wrotes-- "The scenury was spectacular, with much snow on the 
mountains, Tho road winds along the coast and anongst mountains, rivers and 
rocks, In.one place limestone rocks wore stacked, Slate also was mincd, 
Other rock looked to ne like granite... I photographed some wildflowers on 
the tundra. We saw Many reindeer which was a great thrill, 

I visited the Folk eeu in Helsinki: and saw oe buildings showin 
how people lived 200 to 300 yean BECED ie 


nn at a nm 
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MERTING ; JULY 23RD. : 

The. business part of tho meoting was short. “Mr. Moretti prosiaca and 
iiss Konp. acted as scerctary in the unavoidable absence of Mr, Belgraver, 
Mrs Thompson reported on the suggested Fauna Sanctuary on the old Jccralang 
Road, Ho felt that there was nothing in the arca to justify kceping it as a 
sanctuary. At the ‘sane time he thought it was unlikely to be- interfered with 
by any development, He Bae notified the Morwell Shire Engineer, who aAgrecs | 
‘with his decision. 

The speaker for tho evening Mr, Hodgson of the Forests Commission 

discussed, with eraphig ‘slides, tho role of fire in Forest Sees Roport 
Later, : 


cmnertvenasinetant Same Aas SCN A 


EXECULIVE MEETING AT usOR HOME OF MRS. HOMANN JULY 27TH. 


After this: yoa 2r we plan to show nature filns at the Tira naeanee 
(when many menbers are away) instoad of having a visiting speaker, 

Back nugbers of the L.V. Naturalist will be in the care of Mr, McElroy, 
(25 Latxobe Road, Moxwell). brace se aes 

Copi.cs of tho It. Howitt and the Roscdalo South Plant Lists wit be: 
duplicated, and available at September mcoting fron Mrs. Lubecke, (price 5 cents) 

' Brooches aidetae moembor?gs nane and nane of club will now be made by . 

Mx. Sterkenberg. Please order at August necting if wanted this year as 
Mr, Storkenberg will be away in: September and October. Price 20. COntSe:- | i 

A caxd picturing Lake Pedder in Tasmania (a beautiful lake threatened. 
by flooding) is avdilable from Lake Pedder Action Committee, for 20 conts - 
Sec Mrs, Iubecke or write to :~ Lako Pedder Action, P.0. Box 488, Burnie, 
Tasmania 7320. Money received from cards used in effort to save the lake. 

We are grateful for additions to the library from Mrs. Homann and. 
Mrs; Peterson, A selection of library books will be shown each month on a 
table near the library comer, 

The next neeting will be at the hone of Iiss Galbraith, Tyers. 


sm me arm ‘nae tteent 
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LOOK BEHIND YOU! 


A club rule sonetines forgotten on excursions. is that Sak driver 
Should keep within sight of the one behind him at all corners, This was 
decided after two halves of an excursion ended in two different Placese » It 
could happen again if we poor the rule, vat 


So pethn feet eT, mie one oe gan See enw amemaneenr see cee ipNre PE 
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ADDRESS on FUNGI By Mr, Bruce Fuhrer. 

Mr. Fuhrer began by saying many are first interested in fungi because 
they are visible when not flowering, Other plants are visible even when not 
flowering but with fungi the "plant", if we can call the main part by that 
name, is hidden and all we see are the fruiting bodies or spore cases, The 
fungal "plants" exist underground, within wood or in leaves and they continue 
their efforts, for good or bad, all the year. Special conditions of warmth 
and moisture are necessary to -uroitnes fruiting bodies, The late rains and 
following cold weather have made this a poor fungi season. But we can look 
for them again as the ground warms in spring, although Basidiomycetes tend 
to make the autum their main festive season, 

Mr. Fuhrer said he would concentrate on the higher fungi Basidiomycetes 
and Ascomycetes. The Basidiomycetes all have spores bome on the end of club- 
shaped structures on the gills, or all over the surface of the coral fungi 
group, ‘In the group of Basidiomycetes are included mushrooms, lee 
coral fungi, puffballs and bracket fungi. 

‘Ascomycetes have spores in asci or sacs. The fertile surface apache 
of a layer of very small closed: tubes, forming bundles of "skittles", each sac 
usually containing eight spores but sometimes more, The sacs rupture and 
release the spores which are usually held in a fluid, The pressure within the 
sacs. of Cup. Fungi has been estimated to be as high as 14 atmospheres and the 
spores are fired 4 or 5 inches into the air. A Cordyceps, or "vegetable 
caterpillar", may contain thousands of spores in each ascus. 

Mr, Fuhrer then showed slides and gave a very interesting and 
informative commentary on each, He commenced with the Australian counterpart 
of the Fly Agaric which is also not edible. It was Amanita pulchella, a 
delicate orahge top with warts covering it and with white gills beneath. 

é _ The luminous Pleurotis nidiformis or Ghost Fungus may give off.enough 
light to read newsprint by. 

The Lepiota are a group of. mushroom-shaped fungi with scaly tops and 
a ragged ring around the stem. 

Russula species are extremely brittle and snap when handled. The gills 
are always neat and close together. These fungi are probably not palatable to 
insects as they are usually found whole. Russula enetica is known to induce 
vomiting if caten, \ : 

Some insects live part of their life cycle in fungi, Mr. Fuhrer 
suggested we put some fungi in a plastic as end see what insects come out 
of then, 

The specimen of Cortinarius nein ae completely red. The gill 
structure is important in indentification. The veil between the edge of the 
cap and the stem is very fine and soon collapses onto the stem leaving 
coloured fibrils adhering to it. 

The Honey Fungus is very destructive to forest and orchard trees. The 
wood affected by this fungus is often luminous when cut. When the fungus has 
sapped all the goodness from the tree 35 sends out "bootlaces" which creep 
underground. to another tree. 

- The genus Lactarius is a: group of gilled fungi vhich when the flesh 
is broken produce a poy of white or coloured "milk", depending on the species. 
Lactarius deliciosus is a large, orange—coloured species which grows in 
association with pines. “This species is a popular edible one with Europeans. 

Some species of Boletus found among pines are edible, ‘They are yellow 
beneath and brovm above, Boletus have spores not gills. 


ContGatateterstetetetatete 
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With Coral Fungi the whole surface layer is of. se pene as tissue. 

The pale brown Coral Fungus — Glavicorona’ pyxidata - is much branched and has 
avery peppery taste. The Red Flame Fungus is SARs ase of the Coral group and 
usually grows on heathlands,. 

Mr. Fuhrer had a delightful Enis of the Waterfall Fungus which is 
relatively rare. There were also Yellow Coral. Fungi and the stalactite uyDes 
coral fungus — Myxomycidium pendulun. 

The Leather Fungi are like very thin leathery brackets. 

The Polypores are a group of fungi closely related to the gilled fungi, 
with-the gills replaced by pores. They may be fleshy, as with the usual gilled 
fungi, or they may be tough and leathery, and some are quite hard and woody. 
Many grow with stems but the most usual bracket fungi belong to this group. A 
species of Polyporus known as Punk was used by the Aboxiginies to carry fire as 
it smoldered for a long time. 

The Rainbow Fungus is a species of bracket fungus. It looks like a 
horizontal fan and has its colours in blending bands. The specimens shown were 
‘grey and blue. These fungi are quite destructive and will attack live trees and 
destroy them, The smallest of the bracket fungi can be as small as 3/8" across, 

We then passed into the puff~ball section. The first was Scleroderma 
‘flavula, a yellow ball with hard skin, When mature it splits open to expose 
‘the spore tissue which is blow out by the wind or rain or is eaten by animals, 
The Horsedropping Fungus has its spores in "plates" which are gradually eroded 
away by weather. In the early days this fungus was used to arrest bleeding; 
the top was cut off and put on the wound. 

Earth Stars distribute their spores by the wind blowing across the open= 
ing or the rain dropping on it or sometimes by direct pressure of animals. 

The Lattice Fungus has the lattice-shaped spore tissue embedded in an 
"ege" or puff—ball case and at maturity the "egg" ruptures and the tissue often 
comes away with startling force. The spores are in a glutinous liquid which 
adheres to the lattice part and is distributed as it is blow along the gxound. 

Mr. Fuhrer showed a very rare phalloid fungus with the centre protruding 
as a pole. The odour attracts flies and carrion-feeding animals which lick off 
the spores. The spores need to pass through the intestines of an animal before 
they will germinate, 

The lovely red and pink starlike fungus Anthurus archeri, from the alpine 
area, is also very evil smelling and attracts aEWGsby 

In Jelly Fungi. the clubs are not even but rather random shaped: ‘The 
liquid content iis extremely high. There was a white jelly fungus that is almost 
always on fallen timber. It is one of the carliest groups of fungi to attack 
dead timber, Often a series of groups of fungi, each takes its needs from the 
dead timber, The colourful Orange Jelly Fungus grows on dead wood and occas 
ionally on living Banksias. 

Mr. Fuhrer next showed, glides’ of the menonvoerecs One group: of snall 
yellow discs grew only on sterile material after a fire. Another species was 
little balls on stems and others just very tiny orange discs with a beautiful 
fringe of hairs around the edge, The Cup Fungi are always beautiful,. Amongst 
them were the Browm Cup Fungus growing on muddy ground and the Orange Cup Fungus 
which can make a hissing sound as the spores rise. 

The Paxillus fungi looked like a gilled fungus, but in reality, it be~ 
longs _to the pox pored g group. What looked like gills were elongated tubes and are 
different from the gilied fungi in that the edges’ of the tubes divide once or 
twice between stem and cap while gills continue in one line. 


Conttescrsrerre sts 
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ADDRESS: ON FUNGI. Cont. 

Thero were slides..of the delightful blue-Pixie Parasols that grow at 
South Cascade; the Blue Tacks with their blue mycelium and the Bird Nest 
Fungus with their "eggs" in a glutinous liquid so that the "eggs" stick where 
they land when splashed out of the nest by’ the vain. 

‘Finally Mr. Fuhrer showed a series of the poisonous Fly ‘Agaria ~bright 
red with white warts — that grow under pines and other introducéd trees, 
Note:—- Some members may recall scoing ‘the red starlike Anthurus during the 


19770 Celta Otte RE a ‘T 
Bon Thompson. 


| conelaediennestiimetmmeniaeemeiie eet ia 


Moria" Sherbrooke, = holiday aueaee in a beautiful setting 
belonged to Mr. Garmsey Hooke, “for neny years Hon, treasurer and valued 


member of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria ‘is being maintained as a 
holiday cottage for naturalists, 

A description of the cottage and ‘surroundings can be seen in the: 
. July Victorian 1 Naturalist (L.V.E.N.C. Library). 


~ - the ¢ following { furthor infornation was given to Mrs. Brooks by 
Mz. Norman HERS AEEM GI + 


“ 


Extract t fron 1 letter EVO Mr. N.A. Wakefield 

P.O. Box Bilis 
Ferntree Gully, 3156 
16th. July, Loic 


In answer to an enquiry re. the Gar msey Hooke Cottage, "Merrimu", 
(see *Victorian Naturalist! July 1977.) 
The cottage at Sherbrooke has three bedrooms , each with two single 

_beds, and there is another folded-up bed which can be set if needed, There 
is an electric hot-water system for shower (but no bath) and the kitchen 
Sink. lights and power points in plenty. Gas range, including oven and 
‘gmiller etc. Lounge has Open fireplace and wood is in supply. There is 
~ abundant crockery, cutlery, utensils and so on, All people need are actual 
foodstuffs, bed linen-(sheets, pillowcases), towels, and personal -gear, 

There are plenty of blankets, No telephone, but we have one, next door, in 
. case of emergency, At least mtil we see how things work out we are letting 
“the place for $4 per day, Whethor this will be enough to cover rates, 

electricity, etc will depend on how much use is made of the place. Only 
. booking ahead at the moment is from August 28th to September 4th, and 
another enquiry like yours has been answered. 
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SPECT TABLE JULY 23 RD. 
‘iiss Christensen, Two bark paimtingss 
Mx. Sterkenberg . Wildflower paintings, 
Mr. Moretti. . ' Queensland Silver Wattle. 
Miss Galbraith. Cultivated Wildflowers. 
Mx. & Mrs. Lyndon. Cultivated Wildflowers; two specics Fork—fern. 
-Frothy lava*from Mt. Eecles, Collection of Tungi. 


Mrs. Rove. Australian Wildflowers (beautiful reproductions of 
: oude ne . “paintings, 
Mrs. Grahan. Two autum--flowering orchids (accidentally une 


acknowledged ‘in June. ) Acianthus exsertus, 
Chiloglottis refloxa, 
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CHILTERN STATE FOREST. 

A. day: spent recently in the Chiltezn Forest in company with our 
follow members; Mrs. Collins, and Mrs, Gladstone of the N.E. Naturalists? 

Club was,so full: of interest that I think some notes on the outing may give 
pleasure to ‘other naturalists. I shall not attempt to give the exact. locality 
where birds or flowers were scen, as, guided by Mrs. Collins, we traversed 
acres of forest, and there are few places I could find again. . 

- Tho saimepip impression was of colour — of brightness and birdsoné. 
asides: -everlastings (Heliptorum albicans and Helichrysum bracteatum) in 
sheets, running out of sight amongst the trees, reminded me of the ever. 
lastings in Western Australia ~ or on some of our alpine plateaus, so abundant 
they were. Against the yellow background there were varied colours = the soft 
blue of Digger's Speedwell ( Veronica perfoliata) ‘the bright blue of Blue Pine 
cushions (Brunonia) and the rich blue of Finger Flowor (Choiranthera’ lincaris), 
re rusty orango or red and yellow of Parrot~peas (Dillwynia retorta,. — 

- glaberrima and D. servicea) and Bushspeas (Pultenaca vrolandii, 
= P. foliologa and P. laxiflora) with several Bitter-peas (Davicsia 1 ulicina and 
Digonstifolia), fragrant white Daphne Heath (Brachyloma daplnoides). Orchids 
and lilies and other grassland flowers all added to the colour, . . 

Especially interesting to. me because I-had not seen them growing tens 
was a large patch of Chiloglottis trapoziformis the Broad-lip Bird~orchid. with 
pixie like flowers — but oxc orchids were too numerous to list here, amongst the 
nost abundant were Musky Caladenias: (C. angustata) red brown outside and 
glistening white within, Pink Fingers (C. carea) with their red-barred 
tongues, Purplish Beard-orchids (Calochilus robortsonii) with the sun. glancing 
on their metallic beards; the lovely purple stars of Waxlip (Glossodia_ major), 
sky blue Dotted Sun-orchids (Tholymitra i ixioides) with deeper bluc dots, and . 
several species of Diuris (D. Sulphureee the handsome yellow Tigcrmorehid with 
large brown eyes, Golden Moths, D ._pondunoulata, and spent flowers of . 

dD. longifolia and D. De maculata). Outside the forest boundary on a.wet place by 
the roadside were the finest Purple Diuris (D « punctata) I have.scen for. years, 
tall beautiful stalks of purple flowers, a hundred or more amongst Fairics! . 
Aprons and other plants of wet places. Later Mrs. Collins found another: . 
aristocrat — the giant flowered Sickle Greenhood (Pterostylis falcata). 

Other specics of Greenhoods and Sun-orchids and Spiders were less — 
common and the rarest orchid we saw that day was a very tall many~flowered 
Specimen of the Naked Beard~orchid (Calochilus imborbis) not far from a . 
beautiful cluster of Large Duck-orchids (Caleana major). Lilics and other. 
grassland plants were -as colourful as the orchids - Twining Fringce-lilics 
(Thysanotus patersonii), Chocolate Lilics (Dichopogon), Vanilla Lilics © 
(Arthropodium) va variously mauve, purple, or lilacs; streaked Wild Violcts 
(Viola) fat yellow Billy Buttons’ (Craspedia) and curiously spurred Velleia | 
(V._ paradoxa), fragrant white Millmaids (Burchardia) and Early Nancies © 
(Anguillaria) and fairylike Blucbolls (Wahlonbergia stricta and iW, quadnitida); 
Sundews (Drossera) and Woodruff (Asperula), ond tiny pink flowers of a wild . 
geraniun (G. solandri) with delicately cutleaves which are sometimes scarlet 
or orange auiehe! to the varicty and intricate bea gBULY of the porOS oer: : 


Of Sea | intorost to me SSE I had not scon it Eee aan <he 
double parasitism of Fleshy Misletoc (Amyoma miraculosa) parisitic on Drooping 
Mistletoe (A, pendula). These are only some of the flowers: I have not even 


; Contecesse 
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CHILTERN STATE FOREST Cont. 
mentioned the wattles of many specics growing all through - the Poreste for ies 
Most had finished blooming in carly November, and as for the -birds = tr ‘Canis ~ 
not mention them all without filling a whole issue of the Naturalist... 
The day I have referred to was spent concentrating on. the. flowers, 
though the forest was alive with birds and their songs and colours, ‘and: 
the nests pointed out to us, were woven all through the pleasure’ of the days: 
Earlier, on the day of our arrival in Chilterm, where I-had travelled. with . 
Joy Johnstone our bird expert, we spent an afternoon (since Mr, and Mrs. 
Collins were both teaching) concentrating on birds (so te sbatgste} that was. 
possible when surrounded by. the beauty of the flowers). 5 
* Joy had been there before and know where to go.’ “We drove’ to an old 
orchard on the edge of the forest ~ a place where Rose Robins could bo-seon 
in the winter, and where we were told Speckled Warblers were nesting on the 
roadside and Fuscus Honeyeaters (which I had not scen before) in a 1 TERE 
across” the roade . 
ws We found the ‘Waxblerts nest ~ they showed it to us, ‘oll hidden 
Farris it was, by carrying food to their family, ony 
We Petnd the nest of a handsome pair of Babblers, and I could. jams 
miss the Willie Wagtails nest. on a high bough, since I was so vigorously: _: 
scolded whenever I» ‘approached its We did not find the Honeyeaters* nest... 
until it was pointed: out during the second visit, but I leamed to know. ‘their 
notes well for’ the trees were full of then, ered with the softer: calls of 
Whitespluned. Honeyeaters, the high small song of Mistletoc Birds, the wistful 
notes of Western Warblers and, always, ringing songs of Rufous Whistlors, 
The familiar call of White-zinged Choughs showed us where they were’ ‘fooding 
on the ground, and we found their pudding-basin nest. Satin Flycatchors' | 
kept to tho trectops, but low bushes were as full of birds as the trees, 
In one place a fanily “of Bluc Wrens (two blue cocks and one hen) 
were feeding~ three sledeelines) almost on the ground, A Pardalote had a 
nesting hole in the bank, a4 Scarlet Robin flew from post to post. * We looked 
in vain fox Rainbow ‘irda “Weaariline these, perhaps most brilliant of Victorian 
Birds, nested there. I sav then later — burmished copper and green, almost ; 
dazzling in the sunshine, . 
t _ These ard only some: of iho. birds of Chilterm Forest but enough of © 
its binds and flowors have been mentioned to show why any naturalist who gocs 
there must support whole heartedly Eileen Collins! efforts to have the place 
declared a fordst ‘park = -cfforts which, being unanimously supported by 
members of Chiltern. Council and the local Forest Officer, scem likely to 
succeed. ; : 


ree 


Joan Galbraith. 


MUD DUMPED IN THE SEA, ~ F ahee 
MPi ain old mud, dredged fron a busy Seas nay be more damaging 
when dumped into the occan than sewage sludge. Dredged waste is probable 
the largest single source of substances that consume oxygen. Eventually 
-dunping of material that consumes oxygen can kill off the oxygen supply fox - 
sea life resulting in "dead" “arecas.of ocean", 
“(enoted * from Professor Gross, New York State University): 
: ‘fustralien Associated Press, 
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This note concerns the behaviour of a colony of those large black wasps 
with long straight wings thatlay their eggs in holes in the ground, having . ~- 
first provided alarder with suitable food insects for the larvae to live on. 


The time, a warm sunshiny day in early January; the place, a hard sand 


: . track. through. the old cemetery at Tarwin Lower. Ihad turned in there to see - 


what might be flowering in the heathland and found plenty of Hyacinth Orchids 
and quite a pit of Common Heath. Is there any month, I wonder, when this hardy 
plant does not make a few spikes of bloom ? A swarm of large insects, hovering 
over the hard packed sand of the track, scattered before the car,I investigated, 
Scores of these digger wasps were working and the road was pitted with holes 

up to half an inch across. 


Beside. cach hole was a neat pile of broken quartz lugged up from below, 
say up to pea size. On every hand these enthusiastic diggers scurried around, 
some still excavating, some. filling in. I settled down to watch one of them 
at. work, being warned to keep to the side of the road in the bracken and not 
got in anyone's way. Most of these wasps pack a vicious sting, The digger would 
- enter the hole for a few seconds and suddenly reappear with the back humped 
and the tip of the abdomen tucked in under. Running about five inches away it 
would turn smartly and shoot a tiny puff of dark sand away with some force, 
so that it fell in a streak or spurt. Perhaps she would come out backwards with 
equal speed and force, Occasionally this dirt fell into a neighbour's hole, 
whereupon | the occupant would emerge hurriedly sae apeal RSet to the care— 
less one who thereafter aimed elsewhere. gas 


All uttered audible squeaks and svemed in a frantic hurry, na ee “a 
dete mined band they were. Perhaps the work of excavating the holc,: stocking 
it with food, laying the egg and covering it over must be done on a day of 
suitable nominee conditions between sunrisé and sunset. I regret I have no 
authority on these most interesting cr eatures to which I can refer at present, 
Not even their name, My wasp, now satisfied with its efforts, buzzed off into 
space, probably in seanen of some suitable insects. I noted a small grass- 
hopper feebly kicking beside another burrow. 


Then I say that many holes. were in theprocess of being filled in. These 
wasps turn their backs to the hole and dig like terriers, kicking the dirt out 


- between their hind legs with une~ring aim. A little earth, then a boulder was 


carefully sclected from the pile and dropped in, with carth and stone wntil the 
hole was quite full. Now began a process of dust kicking round the full circle 
until no trace of the hole was visible, Only a little heap of discarded quartz 
marked the vicinity. Some of the fillers—in were so active that they left a 
_ little sunburst of deep scrapes radiating from what had been the entrance hole, 
I spent an hour in that hot and windless spot between the hedgerows of SRE 
scrub, between three and four o'clock in the afternoon. 

No wasp was scen to dig in the loose sand of the paddock, only the hardpan of 
_ the roadway interested them. 


Perhaps I should explain that the wasps do not kill the prey, Itis 
‘Simply immobilised or drugged with the sting and thus keeps fresh until the 
young larva hatches from the egg. I have read somewhere that this infant wasp 
has the instinct to begin eating first the non—vital parts which makes the 
meal last longer in good condition. Wonderful are the ways of nature? 


od 
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NELSON BAY REVISITED ~~ By Mr, B.Homann 
We spont a fortmight ~ the school second term holidays in revisiting 
Nelson Bay. The bush was 2 blaze of colour, with its waxflowers (Eriostcnon ~ 


Ionccolatus), Dillwynias, Bossiaes of several different species, Pultcneas, 
Aotus, all these of the "Eggs and Bacon" type. 


There were the gold of Gompholobium ond guinea flowers( Hibbertia specics) 
and the purple of Tetratheca end Comesperma and the pink of Sprengclia incarnata. 
and the white of its close relative (S.spronclioides). 

’ Beard -hceaths were abundant and of several different specics. Wonga Vine 
Pandorea pandorana scened to favour localities dose to the beaches and there 
were some magnificent specimens completely hiding their host tree, 


The blue of Dampiera was everywhere while the white CoNospermum gave a 
background to the showier flowers. Thore were several specics of heath and a 
strange plant reminding one of the heaths. This was ‘foolsia pungens. 

There were thickets of Styphelia and: Monotoca, 


: We found three Boronias B. longifolia Bepinnata and B.thujona . ‘It was 
slightly carly for the Flannel Flowers (Actinotus helianthii) but we found 
some carly flowers in bloon. 


We found one Christmas Boll plant just opening with mony of the ay 
bearing sced capsules(m pty) from last seasons flowering. 
Of orchids we saiy little. The Mosquito Oschid(Acianthus oxsertus) was very 
common. 
at found 2 patch of the Golden Diuris (D.daguree)and Brow Beaks. (Lyperanthus 
mae esal ona) eae relatively common. A.patch of the Dotted Sun Orchid (Thelymitra 
TFiondba ae minus the dots. Our final find was the Purple Diuris (D.punctata 


var. alba) 


nr ee nama 


iT, HOWLTT REVISITED ... ... in fino weather 


During the holidsy weekend in March a few of those who had enjoyed the 
wet Australia Day weekend at Howitt Hut returned to the area, 
Along the roadside quite near the hut we found an interesting mixture of rock 
specimens that had been uncovered by the bulldozers forming the road, 
Basaltic rocks, sendstones, quartzites were all within a few fect of cach 
other, Several fine picces of quartz had cavities with well formed cry tals. 


,A further.note re the "grawlies" in the water at liacalistor Springs from 
ntnedé v6 the victow1an Aips", by liclbourne University Mountaincering Club, 
1970. “Macalister Springs contain pare rasitic nematode worms and their eggs". 


xploration along the main road further than the last trip had taken us, 
gave good vicwg of lit. Howitt end other peaks, as well as thrills, as the road 
descended so stceply with so many hairpin bends, to the river and logging 
settlement. A feature of the very stccp landscape was great masses of jumbled 
rocks forming huge Rock Rivers similar to those seen in the Wombargo Range 
campout some years ago. 
On the return trip to Licola some of the party went in to Guy's Hut and walked 
dowmstrean to the waterfall which plunges .200 ft. into Bryccs Gorge. A pleas- 
ant wolk among the flowers revealed Alpine Greenhood (P.alpins) . “lso lots 
more of the pink tinged Parson's Bands (Hriochilus cucullatus) that wo had 


found at higher altitudes. live. Beenie 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretarys Mr. S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 3825-6 
Meetings commence at 7.30 pem. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


SALE F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mirs. K. Newnham, 
Box 302 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the ist. Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 72117 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON, 


en 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mx. J. Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 


Warragul. 3820 Tel. W'gul 21563 ~ 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


at 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 

the Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists! Club. Contributions on any 

aspect or branch of natural history are invited from members of all clubs 

and should be addressed to: 

Acting Honorary Editor (Iiliss J. Galbraith) 
"Dunedin" ‘TYERS. 3844 

Please endorse envelope; ; 

Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 


Mrs. E. Lubecke, 
122a Helen St. 
Morwell. 3840 
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LA\SROBE VALLEY FN.C. 
Meetings Friday Sept. 24th. 
Speakers: Mr. Moretti and Tony, on Bees. 


Excursions Sept. 25th. Glen Nayook. 
Meeting P: Places Willow Grove Recreation Reserve, 10 avn. 
~ For transport please ring Mrs. Crane (Yallourn 622215) 
Postponed August excursion September iith, not Oct. 11 Ath. 
as in August’ Na! Naturalist. — 
Meet at Morwell car “car park opposite Iiichacl Guss (Conmored.al 
Road) at 1 pen. 
Supper Rostor: Iir, and Mrs, Puckey. 


‘Mid-October camp at Avon Channel Countzy has been Aparcaner 
for a year because of floodedanaged road, Probably on OX 
_ cursion to Briagolong area will eh arranged, 


rRARATCOR P.W.C. | 
- Meotings | es Oct. ist. Mecting and excursion to be arranged. 


‘SALE PLN.C. 


Mecting: Friday Oct. ist. 
cides, - Mrs. Lyndon, on wildflowers. 


WARRAGUL Eel. Ce. 


Mectings ‘Friday Sept. (7th. : 
Speakers ‘Mr, John Landy (subject to eee) subject of his Eipide. 


Tyo. interesting excursions have been arranged in ‘the Warragul 
‘district on Oct. 10th., and nenbers of other clubs will be 
welcone at these and at a Naturalists "get-together" in the 
Drouin West Hall at 8 p.m. on Saturday evening Oct. 9th, ‘The 

Hall is on Old Sale Rd. about 1 mile cast of Junction with 
Highway at Robin Hood Motel. The cxcursions are: 

- Moonlight Creek, with the National Pees Steg . 
Labatouche, ate Geelong: PLM.C. ae 


Our nenbors are also Srvytied: Hie the Setacis neaeicere Assoc. Heeting at 8 pelle 
in St. Kierans Hall on Sept. 16th. Speaker Dr. Phillips, director of the 
Ganberra Botanic Gardens, and to a Wild Life Di by Fisheries and 
Wild Life menbers at Dutson Dowms on Oct, 3rd. “The club will arrange a display. 
. Seo ee report for details. Both the above shar be of ¢ cee ese to 
. fommet 60. Pp went 


: = : canes ate spocinens Sark 31 fsa of plants £250 Cabbage ! Treo = 
nest never seen this side of East Gippsland. Tk : 
ov, wood ( ed Jalouse): eae Morinbula. 


Susan Noble: oe of stick insects. . 
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MEETING AUGUST 27TH, Ssesi fy 
ir “Thompson presided in the absence of Mr. Moms stil Invitations have 
been sent to the club to take part in several extrenely interesting nectings 
and excursions (sce Coming Events), and we are also invited to a lecture 
Sponsored by. ithe Australian Conservation Foundation (of which L.V.F.N.C. is a 
corporate member), at 8 pm. on Oct. 27th. in the Prince Philip Lecture Theatre, 
Melbourne University, Parkville. Subject Conservation of Natural Resources in 
Switzerland, | Members are entitled to borrow naps, and books on Conservation 
fron the Conservation Foundation library. Our HOE Dace has a list of the 
books etc. available, » 

Attention was drayvm to the number of Senate killed on roads in the 
Strzcleckis, Mr. Thompson said this is so, but wonbats are still plentiful, 
There is no longer a bonus-on wonbat scalps, but they are not “protected. elo) 
be discussed farther at Executive necting. 

We are asked to support the opening of a goverment sete at Lake 
Wellington. -To be discussed at Exccutive necting. 

There will be no Supper Serieke the October neeting in ese High 
School, 

Mrs. Grane will varias our nane brooches in future. 

: Mx. McElroy pointed out that his address is given wrongly in the ane’ 
Naturalist. It is 35 Latrobe Road. This mistake like that of the postponed 
excursion date.is the Acting Editor's fault, After Mrs, Padficld returns in 
Hale Seog there will no longer be ii ssie for editorial apologies in every 
issuc, 

After tiie Business part of the necting Dr. Barton spoke nost interest~ 
ingly of Mesopotamian 0il Country. (Report later). Mr. Brooks thanked. Dr. 
Barton for a talk which all enjoyed. 

On behalf of the Club Miss Galbraith wished Mr. and Mrs Sterkenburg a 
happy holiday and thanked then for many kindnesses, and Mr. Sterkenburg CSPCOm 

lally for his work of ce oupaietag the Naturalist. Sh 


ABOUT MEMBERS. ; aabyanch 
Inperial Service Medal Awarded pe aicveaae to Mr. Peterson "for long 
and neritorious service ice to the Commonwealth", Menbers share his far family's pride 
in the award and their sorrow that he did not know of it. It is good, in these 
days of changing values, to know that good work for its ow sake, and integrity - 


in things great and snalll, is recognised in this way. 


© cemamcete aoe 


Mx. and lirs, Sterkonburg loft for Holland on Sept. 3rd. with all our 
g00d wishes. They return at the end of Ano Le Le 


me ae ances 


Welcone Hone, | pitas, : 
Iirs. Padficla has. Tac fron Vancouver of the grandeur of the 

Canadian Rockies. She arrives in Sydney on Sept. 13th., and in Yallourn soon - 
afterwards. - We shall all be glad to sec her — and no one nore than the Acting 
Editor (unless it is Mrs. Stevorison, acting typer of stencils), Mr Sterkenburg 
has done ag much duplicating as possible in advance, and lr, Branson will. carry 
on his work. until Noverber. - Mrs. Padfield, previously Acting Editor has been 
appointed Editor. ' ; 


ed 


New Monber. 


We weleone ue, iH. Re Dunn, Radvay Ave, Corio 3214, Main HRC SENSIS Birds. 
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NEW ORCHIDS IN EAST GIPPSLAND. 


The orchids of -the Wulgulmerang district, and particularly the 
Greenhoods have been a subject of special innereet this yea owing to 
new discoveries, 

On January 8th. Cliff Beauglchole, the well knowm fiold botanist, 
collected near this property at Black Mountain some orchid specinens 
that resemble the Summer Greenhood (Pterostylis decurva) in general 
appearance, but with cortain outstanding differences, One distinguish 
ing feature. is the longer-and more pointed labollun, which protrudes 
high above the sinus, Another is the bulbous base to the hood, which 
is then constricted above it, Also the point of tho dorsal sepal is 
seldom as decurved as with the Summer Groonhood, 

Cliff had found one of these new orchids the previous soason, 
and noted the differences from that species and referred it to the 
Herbarium. He persisted in his conviction that it should be a new 
species. his year we soon found that this greenhood is quite wide 
spread, and a number of specimens were taken to David Jones, of the 
Department of Agriculture. ‘The outcome was that after careful study 
of many specimens he eventually agreed with Cliff Beauglehole that 
this Greenhood is a new species, David Jones has now described it; 
though the nane is not yet published, 

This orchid has since been found in many localitics, fron Mt. 
Tanbo in the west to the Amboyne area north of Tubbut in the east, a 
distance of perhaps 50 miles, though its greatest stronghold appears 
to -be in the Wulgulmerang district. In some places it is to be found 
in colonies without other greonhoods, while in others it nay be with 
Sumner Greenhoods and other specics, 

On February. 22nd, I collected sone Sonrion Greenhoods to send to 
David Jones, as he neoded then for comparison with the new species, 
Shortly afterwards David wrote to say that I had included another 
Greenhood that is a new record for Victoria. It was entirely due to 
his vigilance that the discovery wes made‘as I had not:noticed the © 
stranger, 
This orchid is Ptorostylis Laxa, : so named because of its long pe 
and somewhat thickened Lateral sepals that usually sweep backwards 
each side of the hood, in a quite unmistakable manner, The labellun 
is more pointed then in P. decurva to which it is related. 

Early on March 6th. Cliff and I, by arrangenent, net at the 
junction of the Anboyne and Gelantipy~Bonang roads, cast of the 
Snowy River, and with mc I had a further letter. from David Jones, 
enclosing a photostat copy of the description of P, laxa. This we 
perused as we enjoyed a cup of tea before setting off on a two day 
trip towards the New South Wales border at-Monunent Ridge. Up till 
then Cliff knew nothing about P. laxa. For the "grid" work that he 
has been doing in East Gippsland Clif. Cliff had his landrover, and I later 
left the car and went on with him, Soon after entering the nore 
nountainous terrain Cliff exclaimed "There is P. laxa!" and the orchid 
was there by the score on his side of the track, During March we havo 
found it in abundance over a wide area wherever there are grecnhoods, 

Strange as it may scom, the nost exciting orchid discoverics have 
been close to our own property and particularly so on Mt, Hanilton, 
which is just outside David Rogers fence, 

. «.. On March 12th. when passing the foot of that hill, it ocurred to 
ne that it might be an interesting place over which to have a quick Cont... 
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glance for orchids. Almost within sight of the road were P. laxa,’ 
still new for here, P. fischii, discovered last year as being a 
common orchid ‘in the district, and the new undescribed greenhood. 

Also there was Sumner Greenhood and one or two Blunt-tongue Greenhoods 
(P. obtusa). There were also many plants of the Midge-orchid, 
(Prasophyllun beauglcholei) at the fruiting stage. 

On reaching home I soon net up with Cliff and took him back to 
this exciting spot, where we both set eyes on still another magnificent 
large reddish coloured grecnhood entirely new to us} At once Cliff 
said it must be Pterostylis coccinea, which Nichol's book easily 
confimed, stating that it is endemic to caster Now South Wales, and 
usually grows in open grassy situations. Here it is in great nunbers 
scattered amongst huge rocks and cliffs on the stecp slopes of both 
Mt. Hamilton and Little lit. Hamilton, Later a party of us found it 
about five miles southeast of the Haniltons, and again I noticed it 
anong rocks on another outcrop of the same range north of the Hamiltons. 

Tt is now evident thaton March 23rd. the previous year a 
specinen df this greenhood was collected at the head of Milky Creck, 
about four miles south-east from here, Then, knowing little about ~ 
orchids, I labelled it in ny collection as P. revoluta, which resenbles 
P2 coccinca in shape and size, However this specincn surprised ne by 
its reddish colour. Now I know that not only is the flower usually 
flushed and streaked with red, and sometimes brilliant red in older 
flowers but the whole plant goos red when dried and pressed fora . 
while, At the same tine P. coccinea does sometines have a grecn form. 
Tho labellum in this species is shorter and not as acute as in 
P, vevoluta, which incidentally is quite rare here, though we have 
found a few on the Hamiltons, as well as in Suggan Buggane 

As if three new greonhoods were not enough, it has been dis~ 
covered by David Jones, and other experts, that the colonies of 
Helnet-orchid (Coxybas sp.) on the Hamiltons, and other places around © 
this tableland arc a species with an affinity to the Fringed Helnet~ 
orchid (C, finbriatus), but differing considerably from that species, 
Also it apparently starts to flower carly.in March. As I an not’ 
acquainted with the typical Fringed Holnet-orchid, it is not possible 
at this stage to desexibe the difference, but David Jones, who took 
specimens fron Mt, Hamilton on March 20th is now working on this new .. 
form, He feels at this stage that it may be a new species, Bruce 
Muir of tho Horbariun also collected specinen of it. 

About three years ago somcone asked if many orchids areto be 
found on this tableland. My reply then was thet this locality is 
poor in orchids! How very wrong I was has certainly been illustrated 
by the recent discoveries, as well as other finds of rarer specics 
over the past couple of years, And so orchid hunting grows on onef 
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POLLUTION 
oro is doath for fish end kingfisher ... eel and heron... erab and bittem « 
Fly ash from the boilers which build steam pressure to spin the gencrators ~ 
To make men's life richor ... mobilo ... afflucnt - 
So that ho can spend his riches fishing in the creck that is DEAD!" 

Quoted from N.S.W. Wildlife Service. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (4) Issue No. 93 Sopt. 1971. __ 


2 ia evar ae rane ne ee ec a a Pg WG a Petr er Nah SMA ht le 


VEDGE-DAILED EAGLES. 


Follo.ing. the note on eagles in the June issue readers will 
be pleased’ to know that Wedgomtailod Eagles arc now protected in 
Victoria, #5 ig roe 


» 


LL RN A A I 


A BETTER PLANT CONTAINER, 


'. Most growers of native plants will be familiar with the use of 
the 26 oz. ‘beer can as a receptacle in which to raise young plants up 
to the planting out stage. For this purpose it has much to recommend: 
it, suitable size and shape, made of stout guage metal, laquered inside 
to inhibit rust, and, (need one ada) ready availability. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that it is widely used, both by nurserymen and 
others. ; 

But how many of us experience difficulty in removing the plant 
from one of these cans, owing to the upper rin, which, being slightly 
smaller in diameter than the body. of the can, prevents the contents 
from sliding out freely. , 

This need not be, as there is a simple and easy way of preparing » 
these cans, by which the top and the offending rim are removed in one 
operation, The editor has suggested that plant propagators among our 
members may be interested ina description of this method, — ; 

For the job, the only tool actually required is an ordinary tin 
snips, which must be in really good order, tight on its pivot, and 
sharp. If buying 2 new one, an 8 inch "Footprint" brand is ideal, 

A flat file, though not essential, is an extra refinement for 

removing any sharp jagged points, thus ensuring no cut fingers or” 
hands, 4 : ; ° 
The. job can best be done sitting dow, with the can grasped 
across the left knee with the left hand. Snips in right hand aro bs 
applied to the lower edge of the top's circumference, The cut is. made 
just below the folded-over portion, but above the top itself. There 
are two thicknesses of metal here. Six or seven strokes of the snips, - 
prizing the cut-off portion outwards at the end of each stroke, takes: 
you right round the can, when the top will fall off. The first or ~~. 
breakthrough stroke is the hardest; if the can is new and shiny, the: 
snips may tend to slip off, but can be held to their job by the 
forefinger of the left hand, With weathered or rusted cans, no 
slipping occurs, taae rae : < Baa 

With a little practice, a top can easily be taken off in 20 
seconds or less. The writer has de-topped many hundreds of cans by 
this method, and has no hesitation in recommending it, 

When planting out time comes, immerse in a bucket of water for 
a few segonds, then-leave overnight to: drain., Next day the plant will ., 
slide out as easil as from a flower pot, with earth intact and roots 
undamaged, tS SS aR 
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Bob Auchterlonic. 
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GOVERNMENT ACTION IN VICTORTA, 
Three Amportani pieces of legislation affecting conservation were 
enacted during 1970. 
1. The Land Conservation Act, setting up a council supported by a nro Peseta 
group to investigate and report on the best use of unalienated Crowmm 
Lands in Victoria, This is what conservationists have wanted for nany 
years, It should make it possible to reserve suitable areas before they 
have been partly spoiled by uses for which they are unsuited, instead 
of after, as has too often happened. 
2, The Environnent Protection Act, setting up an pansies Protection 
SEEN) “with wide powers, 
3. The Momington Penninsula and Western Port Regional Planning with planning 
ae which include power “to plan certain areas for conservation and 
recreation. 
Abridged from Conservation Foundation Newsletter, February 1971. 


BIRD NOTES FROM CHILTERN, 

A Rufous Fantail wes at our orchard for several weeks, up until just 
before Easter, and I think I have found a Noisy Friar Bird eS abeS in an old 
nagpics(?) neste 

On a walk a little while ago we came across 12 (6 nale) turquoise 
parrots feeding on the cdge of a peddock. Big thrill - long observe}: 

I've been to two bird canps — to Gulpa Forest near Deniliquin, and 
the Lascelles which was far the best, I'm halfway back ~ in my dreams and 
plans’ Gulpha produced the Whitc~breasted Wood=-swallow and Femiongele pictures 
of the Azure Kingfisher, beautiful thing} 

Lascelles produced White~fronted, Yellow-pluned and Spinyecheeked 
Honeyecaters, Purplo--backed Wrens, Tose’ Chestnut backed Quail~thrush and 
Black=winged Currawong, Dainty little ‘Chestnut-tailed Thornbills were there 
and two parrots new to me, Mulga and Mallee Ringnecks, 

Perhaps the thrill of all — at Lake Tyrell - some exquisite Blue and 
White Wrens ~ cobalt blue and white, I can sce thom now. I will never forget 
them ~ two males and about a dogen Little grey ones ~ so quict — only 15 
yards from us and perched on an old fence, 

At Sealake Sewage Ponds we saw a pair of Swamp Harriers, with 4 young = 
well feathered flying young. They didn't fly but just crouched together near 
a tussock, The parents were overhead, It was a sight to seco six of then. 

a . Eilcen Collins. (From a letter) 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL COMMITTEE. 

The next (16th.) Congress of tho Intemational Gmiiislor cal 
Comittee will be held in Australia in 1974. Invitation from R.A.O.V. and 
Aust. Academy of Sciences. 

Secretary ~ General Dr. H.J. Frith. 

Aust. Nat, University August.12 — 14 1974. 

. Programme Scientific sessions, major and minor excursions, 
omithological exhibits, Applications for membership accepted until March ist. 
1974. Information froms~ The Seecretary-General XV1 osheastaibgne 

Omithological Congress, 
P.O. Box 84, Lynehan, 
A.C.T. Australia 2602. 
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This diagram. will. give. you an idea of the Sauios Sate of a 
“monocular microscope. Ve sugrest thet you tring it to the 
Oetober 22nd meeting eat Yallourn HIGH School. where — or 
Mir, and lirs, Williams and Mr. and Mrs. Rove will show you .- 
how to use s microscope so that you can dise:ver for 
yourselves the infinite beauty ond intricacies of nature on. 
a microsconic scale. 
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SILVER DAISIES: OF BUFFALO ¥ BY May Galbraith 


‘While camping in Mt Buffalo Na tional Park from January 9th to 2;ny 
we observed a Silvery Daisy, Ceolmisia asteriifolia,** a very fine specimen 
eft high, growing beside the path a few yards from our tent. We passed it so 
“many times that we noticed many interesting things. 


It did not elose up at night as daisies usually do, but was wide open and 
shone in the moonlight. It was at its best when we first saw it. and.lasted . 
another eleven days before beginning to fade. Then it curled back its petals 
in the evening and we thought it was finished, but on the twelfth day it opened 
- again, and was the same that night, It finally curled up backwards Wee pees 
. like that at the end of a fortnight. ; eS: 


le think the habit daisies have of curling up backwards, instead of cover- 
ing the ripon ing seed with petals bent forward as most flowers do, may be so 
the sun and wind can -ripen the the seed and scatter it quickly while ‘the weather 
is still good. We saw lots of Silvery Daisies with sced almost an as AWAY 
while others were still in bud, 
In the alps, where the summor is short, the whole SERIOSISSS is no stontsns speeded 
- up to ensure the continuation of the. specics. 


** Silvery Daisy, C,asteriifolia was until eater known as 


SENS Daisy, C. longifolia 


— 


ON THE ANT RATT __from i MR donneirewsher 
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While at Birchip on March 7th. I noticed a trail of black sath ( approx 
imately half inch long), and followed them to a regrowth on a Bucalypt which 
had been cut back to between 3 and 4 feet from the ground. 

‘The ants were tending a great many small insects 1/8 - 1/4 inch long, 
on the stems of the regrowth. Unfortunately I had no magnifying glass to make 
more accurate observations. Following the ant trail in opposite direction it 
joined with anothex trail, four to six inches wide cleared of leaves ete; 
and came to a large area Stee three feet across with several holes into the 
ground being used by the ants, 

_ There were no heaps of dirt sare Bneee igs al though holes of anaes 
species of ants did have mounds around them. From the large area several other 
trails or tracks led off through the dry grass andvaried in width from one to 
two inches , and were clearly visible with occasional holes, no mounds, 

I followed some tracks for 100 yards but did not go to the end. While 
trying to get a better look at the insects on the tree, several ants ‘got on 
my hands and arms but they only nipped with their jaws and I was not stung. 
The aNt tracks had been cleared of. all moveable rubbish. \ 


Coming back through Bendigo, many of the eucalypts were in saNerTievs and I 
was told that it was the best honey season for a long time. ; 
There had been more summer rain than’ SEES 


HAVE YOU UNPOLISHED STONES? 
Mrs. Stevenson has a tunbler for polishing stones, and rarely uses it, 


If any member has unpolished stones and would like to tumble them she would 
willingly lend it for 6 weeks (the tine necessary for polishing). 


ro te nn 
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Executive Mecting atthe Hone of Miss Galbraith, Sept. 7th. 

Moxwell Town Hall has been booked for March 10th. 197%. for Photoflora, 

The Lake Pedder petition will be tabled at the Sept. necting for sign= 
itures. ; 

No action will be taken about the Governnent Road at Lake Wellington, 

Accounts for paper and other requisites for the Naturalist were passed 
for payment. With increased postage the Naturalist costs more than nembers are 
paying for it, and if wo are to make onds meet an increase will have to be 
considered at the Septenber necting, 

The club has been asked to arrange a display at the Conservation Day 
organized by Fisheries and Wild Life at Dutson Downs on Oct. 3rd. Wr. Roberts 
was invited to attend the Executive Mecting to discuss this and was nost helpe 
ful. The day promises to be of outstanding interest and of real value, and we 
have promised to arrange a display of 100 sq. ft. (10' x 10"), Much background 
naterial is already in hand from an carlier L.V.F.N.C. display and another nect~ 
_ ing will be held (hone of J, Galbraith Tyers) on Sept. 21st. to decide on dow 
tailed plans, If you can help in any way at all please cone to this necting, 
and try to think of sone bright ideas beforehand, Transport fron Traralgon 
can be arranged for workers if necessary during the week before the display. 


Excursion to Morwell River Prison Farm, 

Menbers were taken on an extcnsive tour of the prison and they admired 
the hobbywork and paintings of sone of the prisoners, The Olsents Bridge 
weather station is just within the gate and the netcorological instruments are 
read twice cach day.- 

The prison fam provides a labour foree for the Forest Comission for 
about 20 niles around, They have an extensive nursery for forest trovs. We 
were told there are 15 to 20 thousand Mountain Ash seed per ounce. Tho secis 
are sovm in ordinary seed boxes about October and in December and January are 
pricked out into seed tubes. They need constant watering noming and evening 
in dry weather, About the second weck in May or as soon after as they have 
had 5 inches of rain for the nonth, the seedlings are planted out in the forest. 

Besides Mountain Ash, Weeping Sheoak and Black Wattle are grown for the 
Fisheries and Wildlife Department. A stand of Manne Gun is planted within 
Gach new area for the benefit of the koalas. Alpine Ash is being growm to 
plant on the colder southern slopes of the Strzclecki. Ranges. There are also 
experinental stands of Douglas Fir and Redwood, 

This is the tenth year of planting fron the farm and app. 8,000 acres 
have been planted, Of the areca 60% has been planted in Eucalypts and 40% in 
Pines, To overcome the problen of Bracken Fern snothering the young soedlings, 
Urea (a nitrogenous fertilizer) is provided at planting time and this onables 
the trees to reach a height of app. 6 ft, in the first ycar, 

This year it is intended to experinent with growing the seeds in the 
tubes and thus avoid the disturbance and labour necessary to prick out the 
seedlings. 

It is pleasing to hear of the experinents being carricd out to attoenpt 
to improve the germination and growth of our native trees for use in 
reforestation. 


Bon Thorpson. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 
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Honorary Secretazys Mr. 5. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 3825.6 


Meetings commence at 7.30 p.m. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YAULOURN. 
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ALE F.N.C. 
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Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K. Newnham, 
Bex 302 
Sale, 3350. Tel, Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8.00 pom. on the ist. Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 
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TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs, M. Wood, 
13 Lafayotte Street, 
Traraleon. 3844, Tel. Teon 72117 
Meetings commence at 8,00 pom. on the 1st Friday cach month 
at the Grxey St, State School, TRARALGON, 
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WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Honorary Sceeretarys Mir, J. Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warrasul, 3820 Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8,00 pom. on the 3rd, Friday each month 
at the Albert St, Stave School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 3s the official publication - of 

the Latrobe Valley Piold Naturclists! Club. Contributions on any 

aspect or branch of natural history are invited from members of all olubs 
and should be addressed to; 

Acting Honorary gibi (lisa Je. Galbraith) 
"Tymedin"  TYERS, 3844 


renner oe 


Please endorse envelope; : 
Latrobe Valley Naturalist. ¢ 


comer - 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 


lirs. E, Lubecke, 
122a Helen St. 
Morwell, 3840 


a 


OLRM Ne mM Me A oY ram 


REGISTHRED FOR POSTING AS A PERIODICAL, CATEGORY B. 


y 
a I gt. gape ms ie nk Se ae Pay ; as ta ee: eager oe Sea B z' ? Cs 
, PS Tar ae Je : ee es, %. g ee Iwas: 
c. ~ . - 


ett oy 7 2 oe r . . 
’ } 4 ‘s oe " de 7 
‘ 
4 - + : 
¢ ry . . oe € 
re , 4 “age 
2 heh st tae . , af 
gee seers Ws 
Sp a oP as, cute eye oath * 
& Cae cen Pops ee ae Se . iY : 
eee dP pda eS 
; “3 were ee ee 
ae ie - “ : 
r ss i F : 
ree nen Ti : pan . : ‘ ‘ Tes : 
. eS rr goles : . x cE 
ft 
’ : s q 
bs Bae fy 
r z ( i “ 
Wee Ww Nr gag sts Pg . 
- ee Se ies ee aires ws 
f - 1 ‘ . o* 
Rt ch a i ‘ 
r - a * ir ‘ " . ees a 
$3 pis m ee nee x =, * + 2 1 - ? 
prayer rier oe aero da ‘ “ : 7 “Set sere 
213 be Fe - 3 a ; es heals ok 
? 2 wi ‘ Wy ov ee ‘ ie : _ : " r 
oeae a, evo eee art, - Peas oa . ey 4 
F * . ps b * rm . r 
‘ oe aan kept Pasa GP Lah ate * . . ‘ 
% : * ¥ . od = 
. y 
c Be a. bee ; 4 
. "3 toa x es 3 : 
oe - is ” . a es y, Pig Vos + eo a 4 
ks 4 o ‘ a est “a ; . : sei \e 
+ 
¥ 2 a i Ye 
wt tap | 4 7 a ‘ a 


OCTOBER, 1971 


ISSUE No. 94. 


eee a a es 7 


Ss Protect and enjoy ers aa : . Li 


REGISTERED AT THE GENERAL POST OFFICE MELBOURNE FOR TRANSMISSION BY POST AS A PERIODICAL 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist Issue Noe 94 October, 1971. 


ee a RR NN RR RO 


_ COMING EVENTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY PNG. 
Meetings Friday October 22nd, Yallourn High School, Outlook Rd, 
Note change of tenue, 

Speakers: Mr. end Mrs, Willians on Microscopes (Please have Sept. issue 

with drawing of Microscope with you, 

Excursion: October 231d, to Maranoa Gardens, Parrang Rd. Surrey ills. 
For route, sce below. 

Supper: No facilities for Supper in High School, 

TRARALGON FLN.C. 

Meetings Friday Novenber 5th, Subject and excursion to be arranged, 

SALE F.1.C. roe 

Meeting: imenee. Noveriber 5th, Meeting and excursion to be arranged, 
WARRAGUL PNG, 000 3 | 

Meeting: Thursday October 14th, 8 pen. (Please note change of date). 
Speakers Mr, John Landy on Little Desert, 


Renenber neeting with Geclong Naturalists and National Parks 
. Association in Drovin West Hall, at 8 ‘Dele on October 9th, 


simplest sean: to Mareba Gardons (Parrang Rd, Surrey Hills). Tur left out 
of Dandenong Rd, into Warragul Rd. Drive along Warragul Rd. to Canterbury Rd. 
Turn left into Canterbury Rd, at T crossing for two blocks, then right, into 
Union Ra, Drive north along Union Rd, over vailway line and three blocks 
farther to Whitehorse Rd. (ist cep dSeye Turn left into Whitehorse Rd, 
Parrang Rd is the 5th strect on the right (First strect after Banool Rd) 


ee Meet at entrance to gardens at top of hill 11.30 a.n. Excursion by private 


cars, If you have vacant Ciseas or need | es contact Mrs. Casi 


- Specin cinen Table, Z 
Miss Galbraith: Various nye Aisne eaters grown. 


Te, More *, Moretti and Tony: Equipment used in beckeeping, 
Mrs. Ste Stevenson: Bark pictures of Kookaburra, Koala, and Wanderer Butterfly. 


Display of ‘books fron library attracted interest and was nuch appreciated. 


The club deeply appreciates. irs. Peterson's gift of the beautiful Orchids o 
Australia (W.H. Nicholls) to our library. Though we necd nothing to. ee us 
of Jin Peterson's love of orchids this book will CUS BTS a eos 

_ association with hin. and "the Potorsons, > See 
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MELTING SEPTEMBER 2 24TH. 
Discussion centred round the need to raise the cost-of. the Naturalist 
(which neans raising our subscription ) as it is now published at a loss.. 
Mr, Thorpson gave notice of notion to raise our subscription, and the cost of 
the Naturalist to other clubs. . - 
~The ¢ natter will be further discussed at the executive neeting. . 
The talk on. bees by Mr. Moretti and Tony with slides and sonons rad ons 
gave us a nost enjoyable evening (Report Later). 
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REPORT OF OF WARRAGUL F. N,0, MEBTING. 
~~ The ton for the evening was « well produced ange recording of the 
nany aspects of the Flinders Ranges, beginning fron the Glacial age through to 
the present day tourisn and mining interests. The tape was interspersed with | 
Slides .depicting the vegetation and country nainly around the Wilpina Pound. 
Ov the specinen table Mrs. Algie presented a fascinating collection of 
wattles flowering in her gaxton, cach sten correctly labelled, oars 


Warragul Field Naturalists Club. b_ obsexvations during “i: Sopbenber.. 

Vhile canping > at 4 Crystal | Greek on mn Stolls. Road Jindivick North, ric 

the recent. school ‘holidays,..Gary Androws was anazed to see the Paadieive yellovw- 
with the flowors of, Mountain Hickozy Wattle (Acacia obliguinervia). This 
wattle is often mistakenly eatrod the. Hickory Wattle. 

Mr, and Mrs, Eye.have a busy. tine observing and. fooding the birds that 
visit then. This year Myr. ond Mrs. Raven axc nesting nearby thus, creating a 
new intoroste 

Ss MoLean ig surpzised “40. sec the ibis contentedly Fooding in. tthe. 
centre ie S caLanSIEa Drouin. 

Mrs, N» Brooks was most Rohercetod by the: accel non bee ronan at 
120 odd fect below sea evel in the Moxwoil Open Cute 

Mx, Ne Simpson's attention vas attracted. to. the nany flocks of ibis on 
Philip.Island and he-also noted several lumps of foul sgnelling sonething on the, 
rocks which he thought. could be ambergris, but he did not.bring a Spaconen 
hone for identification in case the enell was not appreciated. 

The perfume and flowers of the Southem Sassafras Atherosporna 
Roschatun were admissed by ly, Beyy rales while exploring rues the gullics 
in the Moontig ght Creek proposed reserve. : 

Mrs, Cadby spoke .of the nagnificent scenery and wildflowers observed 
during her recent tzip to the Flinders Ranges and Broken Hill country. 

Mrs, E. Aigie was thrilled to note fox the first tine the Swift Parrot 
Lathanus discolour feeding in her garden, as this bird prcfers the country of 
Tasnania, This: ‘brings lirs Algices list of birds in her garden to 16 specics. 

Mrs. J. Brooks spolte of the beauty of the Silver Wattle = dealbata 
flowering: throughout the: Moonlight Greek proposed rescrve. 

Thirty two ditfcerent species of forns have been identified in the area 
including UE Gipsy Fem, SS Fan Forn, ine Commion EE) and Shiny Milny Fems, 

- Mrs. Brooks. 
CHANGE OVER TE FOR BIRDS. 

" * Septenber - “is ; the: “tine: stn ni grants’ fephheay and nany birds which 
frequent open country:in winter rotum to the hills to nest. During August and 
Septenber Golden: Vhictlers end four species of robins left us, while Satin Bower 
birds have begum:to leave, At the sare: ‘tine Grckoo=shrikes, Orioles and 3) » 
Species of Cuckoos, Pallid; Famtailed and Bronze, have retuimed, and thrushes 


Silent for nonths, began to sing. Je Galbraith. 
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FORK FERN ..2. WALKERVILLE, Tae ; 
_ July. 6th. was a day of warm windless sunshine and the temptation to 

go forth and enjoy it was too great. A second foray was made into the fast. 

nesses that lic behind Walkerville, this time per the northernmost firebreak 

which leads into Second Creck about half a mile in from the beach. We had» 

been told by people in the village that lyrebirds were still sometimes heard 

in the tall timber on the northerm edge of the shire boundary. 

Several gullies arc crossed on the mile trek from the road, Fire had 
burned deeply into the coral fer jungles in these, even burning the spagnum 
bogs, leaving the tcatrecs standing up ona network of roots, The great 
pedestals of the king ferns aro isolated, all shooting fresh green fronds. 

The small fast creck lies deep in a sunless cleft with very stecp slopes, 
negotiable: only by swinging in Tarzan fashion fron tussock to bush to tree. 
Messnates grow larger here where the real timberline begins with an under 
story of tall slender«blackwoods and bursaria. So packed is the ereck gutter 
with trecferns and logs that it was often necessary to haul oneself up the 
slope a little to get around obstacles. More of the commoner sorts of fems 
were added to the list. Steep banks were gardens of Common Maidenhair, 
Gristlc or Sickle Forns, Rasp Ferns and Shiny Shicld Forms. Fungi was scarce 
this day. A few colonies of the curious Leotia lubrica; scarlot-orange caps 
of a small rophorus, and once, a trail of the elegant Honey Fungu 
unbrellas sccn against the light far up the trunk of a hazel. | : 

Té was 2 real thrill to come on the first tiny fronds of the Small 
Forkefern, Tmesipteris parva, on a ferm trunk, Not entirely unexpected, for 
this primitive plant appears in a bog on the beachfront near the camping arca, 
such a tiny bit of it in an exposed fern grove subject to. much trampling . 
that wo arc always anxious about it. To find no less.than half a dozen 
colonies on this day, sone of them robust and abundant, is immensely cheering, 
With them, just in one spot, were three tiny plants of the Weeping Spleenwort, - 
Asploniun flaccidun, where conditions must be right again for its reappearance, 
There is no doubt that carly fires have devastated these fernerics and it. 
takes many yoars of regeneration by the hardicr sorts before the delicate 
specics reappear, The demand for wood in the lime-buming days of last 
contury and the early days of this one would have stripped most of the cover 
from the nearer country. 


By Mrs. E, Lyndon. ‘ 


The August Newsletter of the National Parks Association contains an 
outline’ of work planned by the recently formed Conservation Council. ; 

The council has divided Victoria into a nunbor of rogions, to bo 
investigated by its technical officers, District No.1 of South Gippsland is 
the Rosedale Shire, where we — and especially Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, have 
nade a special study and census of flora for sone tine. 

Information’ on these districts is desired from the general public only 
aftor the report of the technical officers has been published, but factual 
information on plants and aninals in each of 4 areas (Melbourne, South - 
Gippsland, North-east and Portland—Glenelg) will be welcomed now from Naturae 
lists' Clubs, We already have a census of plents in several Rosedale areas, 
but if any menber has:information on plants or wild life which could be in 
corporated in our report nay we have it as soon as possible please. Incident- 
ally the Rosedale census will be available (for 10 cents) from Mrs, Iubecke 
in October,” free 


mS ma 
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THE SAGE & . DISTRICT Fi PIELD .D NATURALISTS. CLUB, PRESTDENTS REPORT 4971. 


..We have cone to the end of a very successful and enjoyable year, and 
it is with. pleasure I present the sovonth annual report to this club. 
eee great deal of the success this year, was due to our secretary 
treasurer, Deidre Newmhan, who fda devoted much tine and energy to the club. 
I sincerely. “thank her, on my own and your behalf. I thank the committee, for 
arranging the excursions and speakers. 

Our guest speakers have been of a vory high standard, and there has - 
been a varied list of subjects cavered. I hope we have catered for the inter 
ests of all the menbers. Speakers were: Mx, Norman Vincent, Mr. Bruce > 
Nicholson, Mr, Malcoim Leo, Mx. Bill Cane, Mrs. Joyce Johnson, Mr. C. Chalmers, 
Mr. Neale Taylor, Dr. Brian Smith, Miss Joan Dixon, Mr. Don Bucknaster and 
Dr. John Douglas ah Sethe F 

The excursions that were hold this year wore well attended, TI hope all - 
nenbers will riake a special effort to attond excursions this coming year. 
Leaders were, liz. Malcolm Lee to the Stratford areca, Mrs. Johnson bird watch 
ing near Cowarr, Dr. Brian Snith to Chinn's Bridge and The Nob at Stratford, , 
and your President led three outings to Heyficld, Mt. Useful, and fhe Den of 
Nargun, Sone nenbers combined with Leongatha F.N.C. for a weckend excursion | 
to Inverlock, and-this excursion on seeweeds, was led by Mix. Bruce Puhror, 

: _ During this year I representated this club at three pone of the © 
Conservation Council of Victoria, 

Seven nembers attended a working bee at the Arboretun on the 9th. 
of January. The. shxzubs weze ze-staked and the weeds cleared, A nunber of 
trees were plantec and these were donated by Mr. and Mrs. LI. Nevmhan and Mr, ~ 
Janigson, Regrettably oightcen trees had been uprooted by vandals, but we 
hope to: replace then goon, Meny of the shrubs and trees arc now in flower, 
and do nuch +0 -beawtify the areca, Mr, Woods and the Council employees have 
continued to now the grass, and for this we are indeed grateful. ~ 

May I take this opportunity to thank Mr. and Hrs. Fitzpatrick, for 
allowing comzittee nectings to. be held in their hone, | and for providing | i 
acconodation for gues. speaxers, 

Thanks also to Mr.’ and Mrs, Pi tzpatrick,. ond Mr. and Urs. Le Sans, 
Mir, Jameson, Mrs, Costello, and Mx. end Mrs. K. Nevmhan, for their work at the - 
Arboretun, and to .those wesponsible for providing the supper on necting nig ghts. | 
Offi. co bearons £ for. 1971~72. i 

Presidents ~ Mr. 2. Tamer Vico Presidents:— Mr. D. Fitzpatrick 
and Mr, L. Neynhan Secrotauy-—treasurers- Mrs, K. Newmhan easels Mrs. 

D. Hitzpatrick Press reporters Mrs, #, Newhart 
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PERE IN OUR FOREST {i iRWS. Addross by Mr. Athol, Hodgson. 


Mx, Hodgson spoke on the ecoldgical aspects of fire and the role it 
plays in our forest arcas. Fire is a release of onergy or a converting to heat. 
of the cnergy stored as debris in the forest, Debris is produced by vegetat» 
ion, Eucalypts shed iarge anounts of bark and leaves, Slides showed two ex 
trones of debris produced in Australia, In W.A. forests of Karri the litter .. 
was 2 fect deep, but in the tropics only sparse, The latter is caused by the 
continual warmth and dampness occurring together, enabling the nicro-organ— 
isna, which decompose litter, to be always active, In the Karri Forests there 
is plenty of rain in winter and heat in summer, but the nicroorganisns are 
less active than in the tropics because waroth and danpness do not occur Conte: 
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FIRE IN OUR FOREST. ARRAS AREAS. Cont. 


together, Tho anount of debris present is due to the Beiaey, of hes microm 
orgenisns to be active long enough to decompose it, Litter also accunulates 
up the trees, - In hot dry weather this debris causes fire to be three dinen~ 
Sional + on the ground, in the trees and jumping ahead, Man and machinery are 
fairly helpless - against the energy released in these high intensity fires. 
Low intensity fires are the result of less fuel and higher noisture content, ° 
They burn slowly and nainly on the ground. ‘The acceptable litter level for 
fire control is three tons per acre but soil protection and water retention 
are also considerations. 

Aspects of Fire which control its EEE 
is Fire Intensity - w High ir intensity “firos leave. stark forests with damaged or 
dead trees. ‘Aftor low intensity fires the forest can recover quickly, The- 
anount and rate of energy released determines the ecological effect, therefore 
foresters use control~burning to reduce the fuel, If the ecology of the 
forest is not too greatly affected by fucl-reduction burning this could be an 
acceptable nethod of preventing wild fires. 
2. Tine of Burning,—' Not cnough knowledge has been collected on FG Bedigess 
ical Zcal effects of fires which occur at different tines of the year, Autum. fires 
of low intensity stove out stunps and hollow trees’ and destroy the shelter of 
sone aninals. Spring fires do not burn stumps ete. so shelter and aninals are 
safe; but lownesting birds may suffer, 

. Prequency.— Is very inportant, <A study of the ‘offect of fire on native 
ees and fauna emphasises this, Much experimental and scientific research 
has been carried out in the Daylesford~ Trenthan area:~ 
Eucalypts: have adaptations to onable then to survive’ fire. Because of Ligno= 
tubers at the surface of the soil, fire can retard or damage many types of 
cucalypt secdlings, but will not ici 11 then, Also dormant buds in the bark 
will burst into leaf if the crown of the trec is destroyed, Thick bari 
protects: canbiun cells fron se Mountain Ash and Alpine Ash have thin bark 
and no 1igno~tubers in seedling growth, so are easily killed by fire. If an — 
ash forest grows ee its lite cycle, 350-400 years, without fire it will 
die and the area 1 be taken over by other species, Mountain Ash docs not 
regenerate. unless an ash bed is created by fire and the seedlings will not 
grow in thick shade... They sct seed after app. 20 years, so firo before 20 
years will destroy the Ash. This is over sinplified as other factors enter 
into consideration but it cnphasises the effect of the frequency of fire. The 
life cycic, of Banksia, Acacia, Heath, Orchids, ctc.. were also explained, 
fmnual or second year fires climinate all woody species, 

Aninals —- In the relationship between aninals and fire consideration must be 
given ‘given to the effects on the habitat, It is no use proctecing the aninals and 
at the sane tine destroying their feed and shelter, : 
Bird Population - Lyrebirds seck out and use bumt areas, Sone Grass Parrots 
can ‘can only exist in heathlands up to 3 ft. high and fire is deliberately used to 
DESEO this- habitat, 

Finally, to assess the use of fire in an area, consideration nust be 
given to what is expected fron vhat Hinsley) because difforent things require 
different onvironnen’ is 
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Bon Thoripson. | 
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HALCYON DAYS. i By Mephan M. McEyin. 
Wo. 2 2. Solve. the puzzle and get a tick. 

"What are they? Within hundreds of niles. there arc no others except 
these half-dozen or so hidden so deeply in the East Gippsland bush that they 
are difficult to find, 

A nap is included below to help if you search; but it also adds 
onphasis to the question:- How did Baron von Mucller discover then in 1853 


‘When this dense scrub was trackless? ‘The aborigines nust have guided hin. 


The blacks would know of: their existence because they ate the young leaves 
that give then their name of Cabba ce oaee Palns (Livistona australis), There 
are no others in Messi ToneteG the nearest ones are in Qucensland, 

_ Doubtless there wes an aaa legend that explained the isolated 
existence, here, in the peat beyond Orbost, of a handful of tropical pains. 
Moder science nay also have an explanation; but I do not know it.. We were — 
content to see them and to wonder, ha 

There were other things to sec, Bird-calls resounded and up the tall 
trees ran the White—throated Trec=creoper (Clinacteris 5s _leucophoea). 

_ Eastern Whip-birds (Psophodcs olivaccus), secking insects end larvae 
in the scrub litter, kept contact with cach other by a guttural churring which 
as new to me both from observation:and rea ding; though K, Hindwood in 'i 
Portfolio of Australian Birds.'! mentions a harsh call other than the familiar 


“Wwhipscrack which is usually a duct, with the male bird cracking the whip, and 


the female adding the softe rv 'Horewhoo! notes so imacdiately that the combined 
call sounds like that of a single bird, One-of the birds posed. in the cléar 


“not ten feet away; and mutual inspection took place for an unforgetable minute, 


until this normally shy bird effaced itself in the bracken. Fron previous 
glinpses, I had thought the bird was black and white; but this is head and - 
throat only. The prodominant colour, as.the nano MIRC is a dark green. 
Robin Hill has reproduced it cxactly, 

Glinpses were all we had of another bird we thought was the Painted 
Quail Thrush (Cinclosona punctatun); but Red-browed Finches (iegintha 
tonporalis) were plentiful, and we collectcd one of their rather untidy nests 
which had blovm dovm on. to the track, . Sirah Se, 

“Wallaby sign was. everywhere, We photographed an unidentificd (by us) 
green tree frog. Red and white heath abounded. Yellow Yan-daisies besprinkled 
the track hich | was plentifully lined with Purple Fan-flowers (Scacvola. 
ranosissina); while keen eyes found a Parson's Bands orchid (Briochilus 
cucullatus). Close to the creck, ‘lowyer vines (Smilax australis) fostooncd. 

the troes and added to the general effect of alnost impenetrable jungle. 

Did you solve the puzzle: and: get your tick? Well, we got ticks also = 
the ixodes variety that. suck aninal blood. When we eriergoed from the scrub 
track we all had one.or two crawling on us. The only one bitten was Rod: and 
we had to remove the tick very carefully with a. eee of tweezers so that there 
were no ill effects, 

If you.are lazy, the track is passable by car; but as it sig rather 


“Overgrowm it would be better to walk; ticks and. all. 


Te Orbost from rm 
turnoff about 20 m. 
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A WALK ‘THO ) PALI KARNG. ~~ ot 
~ During a weekend in April, Graham Marshall and son Leigh with self and 
“son Peter, accompanied Joe Graham and eleven of his senior scouts on a. trip 
into the mountains north-cast of Ticola,. the objoct being to hike into Tali. 
Karng. The contingent of two cars and a converted anbulance owmed by the 
Scouts left. Traralgon on Friday, .22nd. April at approximately 8-30 pet. and 
arrived at Breakfast Creck, some ten miles north of Licola on.the Tanboritha 
Road around 11 o'clock ren hike tents were hastily erected, (Certain nenbers 
of the party opted for at least one decent night's sleep and used car and 
station wagon in preference to. hard ground). . 

- Breakfast preparations were in full swing by 6-30 a.m, the eal logins 
morning preceded by a hasty wash in the clear, sparkling water of Breakfast 
Creek, ~The party moved off around 8 o'clock and travelled: a few miles along 
the Tanboritha Road to where the four-wheeled track for Tali Kamg left the 
Toad, Here one of the cars was left so that the walking party would not have 
to retrace their steps, The ambulance and station wagon, now carrying all the 
menbers of the party proceeded to the Bennison High Plains. The weather was 
clear and fine and we were thrilled with the fine. views out across the nount= 
ains which seemed to roll on endlessly into the distance, ~ 

We* parked the vehicles after lea wing. the Moroka Road with sign post 

stating that Tali Karng was nine miles away, - “Certain menbers of the party . 
seriously’ doubt tho’ veracity of that sign post. With packs firmly on our backs 
(keep then under twenty five pounds we were told = How -thankful we were that we 
had!) wo strode out across the high plains whore we saw evidence of the. wonder 
ful blooms that would have been seen during, the summer months. A few late 
‘gontians and some everlastings were still in bloom, The party soon broke up. 
into tro nain groups with the younger and more experienced walkers disappearing 
‘ amongst the snow gums shead, As we continucd to walk, the track soon left the 
high plain country ‘and as we descended, the vegetation changed with the 
eucalypts increasing in size and asus undergrowth appearing, Some of .the 
descents were very steep and stony end fully. tested knees and ankles, The 
fourwheeled drive track which we were following passes within about one mile 
of the lake, The descent from this track to the.lake is very stecp and rocky 
and it was with some relicf that we at last were walking along the shores of 
the lake to where we would camp for the night, The walk in had taken us four 
hours — quite a long nine niles? The lake is somewhat dwarfted by the rocky 
trec=covercd slopes, in sone parts alnost sheer, that rise several hundred feet 
above the water, The iake-is roughly pear-shaped, perhaps a quarter of a nile 
long and ‘perhaps two. or three hundred yards across at the widest part. Wo. 
camped on the westerly end-of the lake which is the base of the pear, - 

After setting up. camp and lunching, some of the party had a svwin- and. 
reported the water to be cold, while others sat on rocks in: tho warm sunshine 
‘and were content to paddle their hot, tired feet at the cdge. Some of us still 
had sufficient energy to walk cround the leke during the aftermoon, a leisurely 
walk taking perhaps three quarters. of an hour, However tho complete shoreline, 
except at the western end where wo camped, is stecp and rocky with trees and 
shrubs growing almost to the water's edge. In places we had to scramble over 
areas which looked like rivers made up of. individual rocks of fist-like size 
extending right dovm the hillside... At the ston end of the pear a snall creck 
which cascades -over a delightful wetorfall (there are several falls furtior up 
strean I belicve) enters the lake, There is no outlet. from the lake, We could 
not resist Ce bE alse to drinic fron JOSE, clear Pale No pollution 

Cont .... 
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A WALK INTO TALL KARNG. Cont, 


problon hore. On returning to canp after walking round the lake we decided to 
prepare for tea although it was still carly (4.30 pen.) as tho boys who had 
been. in before assured us that derlmess would fall all too quickly. We were 
pleased we had taken their advice for we were in complete darkness before six 
o'clock. 

Sitting around on logs and rocks, enjoying the warmth of the fire and 
Swapping yarns was a very pleasant exporicnce but wo wore pleased to crawl into 
our sleeping begs in the tiny hike tents at an carly 8.350 pei. and despite the. 
hard ground slept enough to awake refreshed at daybreak, Whilst lying in the 
sleeping bag enjoying the warmth and naking the decision whether or not to get 
Up we could hear the beautiful notes of a lyre bird practising several bird 
calls. Later during our walk out we wore to sce marks in the dust whore one 
had crossed the track and Peter was lucky cnough to see one which crossed the 
track in front of hin, 

As we had planned the walk out taking the track along Riggall's Spur, 
the three drivers with Peter and Leigh left the lake at 8 Aa.lle, leaving the 
other members of the party to follow when they were. ready. After recovering 
from our climb up out of the lake, we adjusted packs and sct off along the 
track following the steep descent fron Riggall's Spur, bathed in warm April 
sunlight and enjoying the nagnifiemt views over the rugged countryside. 
During this part of the walk we saw several plants of the recently naned 
- Banksia caneii, After descending from Riggall's Spur we reached the Welling~ 
ton River where we experioneed our first river crossing. After some slight 
hesitation we plunged in alnost knee deep and waded across. By the ond of the 
walk we had crossed. the river sevontcen tincs » or was it eightecn? 

Throughout the walk we had great difficulty in keeping Graham headed 
in the right direction. He was in an ecstasy of delight noting plant aftor 
plant and naking tentative plans to returm at sone future date, After lunch 
ing during a three quarters of an hour break at one of the numerous river 
_ crossings wo reached the Tamboritha Road, about six hours and sone thirtecn 
miles after leaving Tali Kamg, tircd but triumphant at having completed the | 
trip and vowing thet it wouldn't be the last, Alan Chanbers. 
BOTANIST'S REPORT. This was a nost cxasporating weekend, for I was with 
"walkers" who were anxious to reach their destination in a hurry, Every tine 
I paused to examine a plant the brigade ahead had advanced. a hundred yards, 
Necdless to say I spent much of ny tine stopping, then walking tice as fast: 
to catch up with tho others, 

Although it was late for alpine flowers there was plenty of interest, 
Most specics observed had an occasional flower and many were enjoying a late 


Seca - i 6 5 . 
emoren Racriae we had’ walked quite a number of miles through quite a range of 


Clovation.it was natural. that we saw a wide varioty of plants. Even so I-had 
not oxpected so many species new. to ne. ‘ 

To conclude I hastily list the most lasting impressions of the escapade 
the oxtonsive and najestic views, thé wonderful and exciting variety of plant 
life, the exhilaration of the exercise, and after it all, the tired wracked 
bodies, : 

Botanical list of the nore spectacular species scen above Breakfast 
' Oreck but not usually seen in the Latrobe Valley may be gcen in the library. 


oi e508 Graham Marshall, ~ 
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OI FILLDS OF MESOPOTAMIA, Address by Dr. Barton,’ 

Dr. Barton cornmenged with a short discussion on the geography of the 
-area.which is a very inportant oil field belt extending fron Turkey, in the 
north, along the Zagros Mountains to :the Persian Gulf, I+ includes the wide 
plains between .the T Tigris: and the Euphrates rivers and the surrounding low 

foothilis, 
oie . Dr. Barton then showed Slides of this arca, ‘They included views of the 

Kirkuk Oil Field ~ one of the biggest in the world. Here, the oil—bearing 
strata is some 150 to 200 ft. deep, 70 miles long and 6 miles wide, The shade 
tenperature commonly reaches 125 desrees.in summer but this is ternpered by the 
low huridity. 

: Slides illustrated the done structure in the Siratel which traps the oil. 
Dr. Barton explained the huge ariout of oil present and how it collects in sur 
face pools or flows. out in places into the sand, No power is needed to raise 
the oil to the surface, In the north of Iraq there is one flow of oil similar 
to dieselene and:the trucks are nodified to use it straight fron the well. 
Another nearby well has a bituminous substance which makes very good roads 
Without any need for purification, At Kirkuk, a natural pit of gas and oil 
burns continuously and is inpoSsible. to extinguish, The buming gas also 
flickers through between the stones on the ground. The oil is measured, not 
by barrels as in Australia, but ue BY. the ute and 30 million tons a year are 
extracted. ° 

Dr, Barton showed views + of Baghdad with its date ania dones 
and minarets, sone of the uninviting black streets and: ‘the prinitive faring 
nethods, Also shown were the wonderful winged bull carvings at Nineveh; the 
foothills and plains of the Zagros Mountains in Irak with its tribesmen who are 
often in revolt; gorges nadé by the big rivers; sulphur in the rivers and snow 
on the nountains at the end of sumer, 

The large oil refineries and power stations are at the oil fields and 
the purificd: oil is: pumped to the Mediterranean, Water is not a problen so 
Eucalypt trees which are: planted and irrigated around the Living area and: swinh- 
ing pools, etc. provide confort in the heat, 

- Dr, Barton answered Hany, and varied questions put to the appreciative 


audience, Bon Thorpsone 


Tecoutivert Mooting at the Horie of Mr, md Mrs. Branson September 2€ 28th. 

~~ The necting was largely devoted to discussion of costs of the Naturalist. 
We have a detailed costing of it done by Mr. Peterson, liz. Belgraver vill L bring 
this up to date in view of increased costs of naterial and postage and it will 
then be used’in deciding the new cost of the magazine, and consequent increased 
subscription, after the Annual Meeting. This will entail a change in the 
constitution, | a copy of which nust be sent to the P.h.Gts Departnont. ; 

Six nonths new covers will be ordered, as no guAnge in aun can be 
nade before the Annual Meeting, . 

~  Plans.for the Maranoa Native Gardcon excursion were. tyipatoakor This « 

garden is beautifully designed and contains a very large nunber of native species. 
The excursion promised to be of special interest. 

Back nunbers of L.V. Naturalist will be nade available to nenbers at 
the October neeting, Final nal arrangonents were nade for setting up the clubs dis~ 
play at the Dutson Dorne Conservation Day on October 3rd, 

The next exccutive necting will be at the hone of Mr, and lirs. Grahan, 
Maxficld's Road, Upper Flynn, 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 
| Honorary Secretarys Mr, 5. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Hoe. 3825.6 
Meetings commence at 7.30 pem. on the 4th Friday each month 
“- at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN, 
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SALE FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: lirs, K, Newmham, 
Box 302 
Sale. 9850. Tel, Sale 441406 
Meetings commence at 8.00 pem. on the ist, Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON FNC. 


teams 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel. T'gon 72117 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the ist Friday cach month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON, 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. J. Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 


Warragul, 3820 Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8,00 pem. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of 

the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists! Club, Contributions on any 

aspect or branch of natural history are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: . 
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Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers 


Mrs. H. Lubecke, 
122a Helen St. 
Morwell. 3840 
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Dear Fellow Naturalists,  . ces 
This issue of the Naturalist is again in the hands 
of editor Mrs, L.Padfield. Bs 
As the acting cditor in ny a absence liiss J 
of thanks for her work on the Naturalist. 
Mrs. Stevenson who so ably typed the stencils, and left much naterial typed 
ready for printing I say thankyou. 


can: Ga Lbrai th must be given sne words 


Mir; Branson took over the job of printing the Naturalist while Mr. Sterkenburg 
vas away. This in addition to wrapping and posting is much appreciated. 


On behalf of all nenmbers I thank these people for the work they have done,. 
I trust I will be able to justify my appointment as Editor, 


_Loma Padfield. 
REPORT OF MEETING OCTOBER 22nd 


‘ABOUT MICROSCOPES 
Mrs, Willians cormienced by explaining the various types of microscopes, 
including the electron microscope, and the many uses to which they can be put. 
‘She explained the different degrees of magnification and how nagnificat. on is 
accorplished in the instrunents. Resolution is also a vital and snetines 
liniting factor. Bach part of the microscope was named and its use explained. 
Care in the use of these va uableinstruna ts was advocated. 


lir, Willians showed slides photog sraphed through a microscope, These slides 
illustrated plant dissections and it was easy to sce what a valuable teaching 
aid they would be.: “eas 

Mir. and Hrs, Willians had nany microscopes ready for use and nei bers were 
encouraged to use then to examine pond DRE for minute life and to inspect 
the prepared slides. supplied. 
A nunber of differgnt specieg of microscopic organisns, including al gae and 
crustageans, were discovered ,. 


Mr. and lirs, Rowe also helped with ne:>ers problens aretha the practical 
part of the evening ; 
Such was the enthusiaen displayed that supper Was - alnost neglected, 
Notes were supplied.on theuse, naintenance, overoring faults of the. - 
Compound. Microscope and preparation of specinens. ALSO Su Ee was a guide 
to sone Common Freshwater Organisns. , 

Such a successful emening was the result of much thoughtful suorepere tion 
by fy. and Mrs, Willians. 


Bon Thoupson 
fe 


Specinen Table 

Round leaf 1 mint bush showing multiple stanions 

“Forget ne not showing corona in centre of flower 

Royal Grevillea showing oblique stigna 

Lorg-leaf Waxflower showing staiiens twice as many as petals 

Ai bbextia hemoniifolia showing stellate hairs 

Rosenary Jestringia showing pairs of stanens 2forward, 2 back. 
Correa one“) ud only showing stellate hairs on bud and leaf 

Boronia Mollis, two flowers only showing erect stariens round style 
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THE LIFE HISTORY, AND NOTES, AND OBSERVATIONS OF THE RARE AUSTRALIAN 
MCANNEBALISTIC' BUTTERFLY -~ PSEUDODIPSAS CUPRI CUPREA § SANDS SANDS 1964% 
FAMILY, LYCAENTD..& GENUS, PSEUDODIPSAS. 

It was ny intention in 1960—61 to nane, and doseribe, and give the 
‘conplete life~history for the first HES of this new and rare butterfly, 
Pscudodipsas a 

‘ I was waiting at that tine for the retum fron overseas of an old 
friend, who had promised to help with the photragraphy and the text. 
In 1964 I was forstalled, and the butterfly was naned, and described, 
and called Pesudodipsas. cuprea, but nothing else concerning it was published. 

I propose in the notes to publish for the first tine, the conplete 
life-history, from the eg; to the adult butterfly, of one of the Worlds nost 
fascinating butterflies, 

We will begin by giving o brief technical description first, this will 
be followed, by notes, and observations kept, and put together since the sumer 
of 1917. 

Butterfly ~ Male, forewing with ternen very slightly arched, dark brow, basal 
areas rich coppery which extends to tomus,. 
Hind-wing sonewhat square dark browm with rich coppery basal areas, 

ae two dark spots near tornus, and cilia white. 

Butterfly ~ female, with coppery arcas replaced by blue, and wings nore rounded, 

ee ~ underside, light browm, with a pattern of browm bands peculiar to 
the genus, and spots edged with dark browm, tornus with black spots 
corresponding with upper surface, 


Egg ~ of the usual Lycaenidae type, rough, and finely pitted, and when 

fresh pearly whitc, NB to greyish a few hours after being 
laid. ‘ 

Larva = of the usual Lycacnidae type, onisciforn, but being longer than 


nost Lycacnidac larva and very active, 

Colour, can best be described as being between a crea, end putty 

shade, head black, and shicld behind head brovm, 

Each segment has sevoral brown dots, and from cach dot, a short 

stout hair, with a nunber of shorter hairs over rest of bodye 
Pupa — dull black, smooth, and much longer, and nore slender, than, nost 

Lycaenidae pupa. 

This technical deseription, has been purposely kept to a nininune 
Notes, and observations recorded since the sumer of 1917. 

It was on Decenber 45th, 4917, 7, when 1 nany y tiles out in the bush, and 
TREES for bush-fires, that I first found this rare species of butterfly. 

I drove ny axe into a dry stump to have a short spell fron the oppresive 
heat of bush fires, when I noticed two butterflies on the side of the stump, 
these two specinens, both fenales are still in ny collection, The butterflies 
were quite, and allowed ne to take then off with my fingers, the stump was 
swearing with ants of the Iridomyrmex genus, 

I opened one side of the stump with ny axe, and sew two larva which I 
could not recognize, I strapped the stuxp together yet a piece of wire, intend~ 
ing to cone back to it later. 

Bushfires, are mighty masters, and there were acomen things £0 attend 
to that day, beside collecting butterflics. The area was completly burnt out 
the following day, so I had to nake a fresh start to find the butterfly egains 

I leamt enough of that particular areca, and habitat to tell me what to 
look for, so it was only a fow ycars later that I found the butterfly again, in 

Cont eeercoesece 
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THE LIFE HISTORY oF PSEUDODIPSIS cUPREA. Cont. 
very sinilar-country, where the Peppermint Eucalyptus, and. other vegetation, . 
resenbled the burnt out arcea.’ 

On Decenber 26th 1922, I netted two males feeding on teastree blosson, 
so I was very elated at. finding the butterfly again, I was very keen to obtain 
nore specinens, as I folt it was a new specics. 

The typical habitat is Peppermint Eucalyptus country, with sone trees 
dying, and other trees with dead linbs, or partly dead top, stumps also are 
very uscful if they shelter food colonics of the Iridonyrnex ant. 

_. These types of trees give very good shelter to the Iridomyrmex ant, the © 
trees generally being riddled with holes of the Longicom Beetles vhich the mts 
use for their nests, 

I visited the area several tines Getng the following weéks, and on one 
occasion saw two specinens of Pseudodipsas’ cuprea flying high over these partly - 
dead trees presumably on a "mating flight", but none would cone down to feed 
on blosson, 

~ This areca was cleared by the bull-dozers, and ploughed up the following 
year, so once again I had to nake a fresh start, 

' While working on ny stud farn in the intervening years, it noticed on a 
5 acre paddock a nurtber of Peppermint trees in a very unhealthy or dying 
condition, I. kept these’trees under close observation during the swmer months, 

.. During the summer of 1957 I saw what I thought to be.a specinen. of : 
Pseudodipsas cuprea flying high over a tree of Peppermint Eucalypt, this con~ 
vinced ne that I nust investigate that tree, 

The following day, I felled that tree, and carefully split open all the 
dead linbs, which were swarming with the ri donymnex ant. 

I found two larva of Psevdedipsas cuprea,. in seperate borer modest one. 
a little nore than half grow, the other one about # grow. TI placed these 
two larva, in seperate borer holes, which were infested with the Iridonyrnex 
ant, on a Cootammdra acacia tree in ny garden. 

This @cacia tree had a large dead top swarming with the Iridomyrmex 
ants, and in the ensuing years while breeding a long series of Hypochrysops eo 
delicia delos fron this tree, I also bred a series of LEONE OLDS cuprea fron . 
the sane trec, and at the sane tine as well, 

This secned to ne to be a long jourmey fron that hot summer day in 1917. 

‘ The successful conclusion of this life long search for Pseudodipgas 
cuprea, and the discovery of its life history, gives any Naturalist a lot of 
pride, which rather nakes up a little for the disappointnent of being robbed of 
the pleasure of naning the butterfly, and describing it. - 

At the tine I gave several. specinens of pebtd oda peastondes a away to 
collector friends. I should not have done this, for at that stage my health 
was giving ny farnily, and myself sone concem, ae 

I think my notes have proved without doubt that Pscudodipsas cuprea is 
purely a camiverous butterfly, and feeds on young ant larva, 

In. sone strange way the ants feed the tiny minute larva, in nuch. the 
Sane way as they feed their owmm young, until the larva are strong enough to 
attack the ant pupa, and young ants, by sucking the juices fron their bodies. 

- It is indeed a strange relationship! 

I have on several occasions watched a fenale cuprea laying her eggs in 
Clusters of 2 or 3 or nore on the well worn "ant runs", 2 hours after, the eges 
were laid the ants had collected all of then, and ier then to their nests in 
the various holes in the trec. 


I have never found more than one Pseudodipsas larva, in a ee ee the 
ONT seeace 
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THE LIFE HISTORY OF PSEUDODIPSAS CUPREA.. Cont. f ; a ea 
ants, I believe the larva are cannibalistic, and will attack,.and devour each 
other, 


I trust ny readers will find these notes, and observations, on 
Pseudodipsas cuprea, and its anaging and fascinating life-history interesting. 
| ie: ees C.G.L. (Llewellyn) Gooding, 
: Honorary Life Menber. 
: . Warragul Field Naturalist Club. . 
% The date 1966 in "Australian ‘Butterflics", by Charles McCubbin is an error 
for which Mr, MeCubbin is not responsible, 


MORWELL OPEN CUT EXCURSION. : ae 
Tho weather was not good for the excursion to the Morwell Open Cut. At 

one stage it was necessary to renain in the cars for at least 15 minutes How 

ever I feel sure everyone present enjoyed the inspection of such a big under 


Eo Despite the strong wind, Dr. Barton was able to explain the interesting. 
features of the arca-to nenbers. From the lookout at the top we were able to 
guage the size of the arca, The coal at Moxwell is app. 30 million years old = 
an oldor scan than tho Yalloumm scan, ‘The overburden is 10 nillion years old. 
The Lookout is 250ft. above sea level and the floor of the open cut is .100ft. 
below sca level. at present, This open cut only supplies the power station at . 
Hazelwood. . IED 

Dr, Barton illustreted the fornation of the two scans and explained | 
how the later Yallourn coal seam has been eroded away at Morwoll and how the 
sean at the Morwell nonocline dips too steeply to be used. . 
, Overturden ~ Morwell Monocline 


a neil 


Se Sith A OES eae 3 te a Roath ts 


eee oeernes 


FEO 


"S-n the ‘surface of one face it was possible to see where a fault, ho 
occurred by tracing a sean of sandy neterlal which dropped abruptly. —~\ | { 
The water rising through a valve inverested all present. Dr Barton 
explained how beneath the coal is an area of sand and water. This water is_ aes 
pumped to the surface to prevent any increase in pressures There is thon ane 
other layer of coal about 50 to 60 ft. deep and then a further layer of sand 
containing water under pressure and this water cones to the surface at the rate | 
of 1,000 gal. per minute through a bore and valve without any puuping and rises 
about 6 ft. high nalcing a fountain, ‘The water was quite clear and at about 70 
dog. temperature. Menbers with gunboots were able to warn their £O0%en,- Mens 
“Another interesting arca was a small sean of pyrites and narcasite and 
nany satiples were collectcd heres 
fo corplete the excursion the cars wore driven close to one of tho ~ 
big dredges but as the rain had commenced once nore inspection was linited. 
' MMy,: Moretti expressed everyone?s sentinents when he thanked Dr, Barton 
for a vory cnjoyable excursions ; 


Bon Thompson. 
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BUTTERFLY MIGRATION STUDY. alk by Mr. C.N. Smithers, Principal Curator at 
The Australian Mus: Museun, “Sydney, and Instigator of the Study. 

On 12th. May, during a “visit to Yallourm, Mr. Smithers gave a very 
interesting informal talk about his study to the few members of the L.V.F.N. 
Club who could be contacted and cone together at short notice, Unfortunately 
Sickness, schooleholiday absence fron hone, and other comzitnents prevented 
several of the more interested members fron hearing it. 

Mx. Suithers told us that he is not primarily a "butterfly nant, but 
that his observation of very heavy migratory flights of butterflies in ‘Sica 
Africa, fron whence he cane, had aroused his interest in butterfly: nigration.s 
Now, with the aid of voluntary co-operators (about 400 at present), he is 
endeavouring to ascertain whether there are similar butterfly, nigration flights 
and migration patterns of Australian butterflies, 

Because the Wanderer (called the ?Monarch? in Anerica) has been so po 
widely studied in that country, and is knowm to make very long and systenatic — 
annual migration flights, he chose it as the subject of his initial study, - 

In Anerica,. these butterflies fly as far north as Souther Canada to 
winter in Florida, California, or Mexico - a distance of nore than 2,000 niles. 
In these wintering areas, they hang in countless thousands on chosen trees ~ 
the sane ones every year ~ only leaving the trees for short flights during 
Sunny periods, and returning to hang mainly inert, during the sunless hours. 
During the latter, they fall to the &round, still inert, if dislodged, 

liz. Snithers is endeavouring to ascertain eines the Australian 
populations of these butterflies ~ i.e, the Wanderers — have developed a 
Sinilar nigration pattern, and where they winter, 

. to do this, he began, in 1963, his butterfly tagging project, naking a 
public. appeal for voluntary comoperators, At first these were only located in’ 
U.S.We,. but are now-widely scattered over Australia — especially the castem 
states and S.A. 

Studies have led to the conclusion that, normally, three generations 
develop Gach year, the last for the season jie the longest lived and the one 
that nakes the flight to wintering areas ~ two of which have been located at 
Canden, in N.S.W. Recaptures of tagged butterflies have indicated that, as 
Spring approaches, the butterflies lisperse northwards from these areas "to lay 
eggs on the milkweed (the host plant) that grows in abundance in the areca, 

The next. generation spreads to both north and south, laying eggs on the way 
then dies. The third generation ~ the last for the season — lives through the 
Winter, lays eggs and dies, ‘having propagated the new season's population , 

Strange to say, no butterflies that had been tagged elsewhere have yet 
been found in the Canden clusters, which Mr, Smithers visits fortnightly 
throughout the winter season.’ He estinates (by a checking systen) that 20,000 
Wanderers are there this year, though only one was seen there during a previous 
year's winter visit, and an estinated 10,000 last winter, 

ir, Smithers had cone to Victoria to ‘follow up clues provided by his 
tagging project, in an effort to locate wintering sites in this state. 

These are likely to be found in reasonably open, but sheltered areas in 
Slightly hilly country (very possibly foot-hills) with a comparatively mild 
Clinate, Trees facing the afternoon sun are generally chosen. 

_ So far, none had been located, but after Mr. Sterkenburg, an interested 
listoner, nentioned that he had setesntiley seen Wanderers in the vicinity of 
Glennagyrie Weir, Mr. Smithers becane very hopeful that this would be one of 
the sought-after sites. He had cone to Victoria with the belief that the like~ 
ly area ieee! be further, to the south —- probably in the Gippsland Lakes vicinity, | 

haa Cont eeotee 
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BUTTERFLY MIGRATION STUDY Cont. 
or even further to the east. Phillip Te had also been eonsderecl but exare 
ination showed the area to be completely wm=typical. 

_ He believes that these areas will be located along an isothem — form» 
ing a pattern into which the Baimsdale area could fit. Although not fitting 
into the isotherm pattem, another likely area could be to the west of Port 
Phillip Bay, Unfortunately, the scarcity of Wanderers throughout Victoria 
this year suggests that wintering communities could be very snall and, con 
sequently, difficult to find, 

It has been assuned that the northe south novenent pattern in facie 
would be reversed in the Southem Hemispher., but the northerm novenent fron 
Canden dizxectly after winter rather upsets this supposition. 

Their nore direct flight gives indication of migrating butterflics,. but 
this would not necessarily be straight-line flight, Also, they fly at a 
relatively uniform heignt. When a tree or other obstacle is encountered, they 
fly up, over and dow to the sane level as before, whereas nonmnigrating 
butterflies would fly nore haphazardly. Watching for consistent direction of 
flight over a peziiod can help to determine direction of nigration, but this 
year's novenent to wintering sites Bbonis have ete Se by now (August) 
particularly in the colder areas. 

The Wanderers nove out from the Camden wintering areas in late July or 
carly August on their way northwards to propagate the species for the new 
season; but without the directness of the inward novenent, It is estinated 
that outward movement fron win acEe arcas located in Victoria would take 
place a nonth or so later, 

An additional point of infers: St just renenbered is that, are a Wandor- 
er flies over a clustor, a wave of orange colour may be seen as the butterflies . 
directly beneath it open end xeclose their wings, probably to HOES their 
presence. 

The Wanderers Leave a cluster for brief flights during sunny Finis, they 
return to the tree, but not necossarily to the sane cluster. 

Next day, John and I accompanied Mr, Snithers to Glonmaggie on his roe 
tum to Sydney, Observation oconfizned the place to which Mr. Sterkoenburg had 
directed us as a 'typical wintering azea’; but the shower;, overcast day was 
not conducive to butterfly activity, Just as we were about to begin our ale 
ready served hot lunch, John, who had continucd to search, excitedly retumed 
to announce the sighting 2B one Wanderer during a brief sunny period, As he 
had a very close view of 2% resting on a low gun leaf, there was no possibility 
of mistaken identity; bate i+ had “isappeared by the ete Mr. Snithers and I were 
conducted to the spot aeeee lunch, Probably an intervening strong wind~gust 
had disturbed it, fithough John and I searched for an hour after Mr. Snithers 
had continued on his way, we did not si. ght any nore butterflies...’ 

A few days later, we kept a promise to return on a sunny day to search 
under conditions nore likely to induce but terfly movenent, but were stilt Ue 
successful. . 

- We went on along the Princes Highway alnost to ‘Baimedale, then tumed 
off to the south, choosing the unsealed. roads as likely to be less used. and nore 
likely to pass through the type of area we sought, Wo covered quite a few niles - 
to as far south as Menzlicu, and saw areas that we would like to have been able 
to explore nore carefully because of their, to us (perhaps in our ignorance) 
Mikely! appearance. 

. Our nain conclusion fron ‘the trip was that pubtorfly . congrogations. were 


nore likely to be discovered by accident than by searchers, especially if, ont 
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BUTTERFLY MIGRATION STUDY. cont. : 
those arc but fow in nunber, ievomtnoiods. I hope to do sone. Gwenn? | SCaxrchm 
ing. It would, however, be very helpful if anyone secing signs of butterfly 
presence during the winter months would pass on details of observations, 
please ~ cither direct to Mr. Smithers, or to ne (Phone 622215, or P.O. Box 
44, Yallourn 3838) to be passed on to hin, 
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H. Cranc. 


BEE — KEEPING By Mr. Moretti and Tony. 

Mr, Moretti brought along and explained the oquipnoné necessary for 
bee~kecping and Tony gavo a talk and showed slides Se OaENS, a normal year in 
the life of a Bee-keepor. 

Mr, Moretti had a hive, (Gute of course) and he Sarina the aifton 
ent parts and their uses, He showed the registration number on each hive, the 
Super box containing cight frances for the storage of the honey and the lower 
box containing all brooding cells and pollen necessary for the work of the 
hive. The Queen bee, who can lay approxinately 2,000 eggs a day, is restricted 
to this lower box by a queen oxcluder screen, Other cquipnent was a suoker, — 
the heavy gloves and, veil for protections the hive tool, bees wax and oven the 
little cagos in which a qucen bee and about ton worker bees arc purchased and 
sent through the nail. Mr. Morctti- showed the becekeeper's license issucd by 
the Departnent of Agriculture. 

Tony then took over and illustrated personal safety for the bec~keeper. 
He then moved on to the nethods of obtaining swarns of bees = sone of which 
were not recomended for beginners, Queen bees nust be young and active and: - 
new queens can be bought from reliable breeders who specialise in breeding 
queen bees. The strength and vigor of the hive nust be maintained and well 
bred bees produce the nost honey, ‘ Replacing an o1d queen with a new one has — 
to be carefully done, otherwise the bees in the hive will reject the now queen. 
Tony showed the differences in the brood frames of an’ old queen and a young 
woll~bred queen, He also had slides showing the bees, the different types of 
brood cells, honey cclls capped with wax and bees swarming, © 

He explained the necessity of suitable watering areas, and of noving 
the bees in the niddle of a heavy flow to rest then and build up the supply of 
pollen before returning to the honey area, He told how any new site must be 
over one mile from the previous site so that the bees will navigate by new 
bearings. He explained the desirability of noving the hives at nightfall and 
other knowledge necessary for naintaining the health of the becs, Tony showed 
the work done in "robbing" a hive and oxtracting the honey from the francs. 
His slides illustrated the steps necessary and showed the various equipnent 
at work. The oxtractor equipnent is contained in a special caravan that nust 
be kept free fron any odours to zetain the truce taste of the honey. 

Bookkeeping requires an understanding of bees and their needs and 
entails much hard work. 

Everyone was very interested and many questions were asked and answered 
before the evening concluded. Bon Thorpson. 
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Report of Executive “eoting held 26th. October » 
Save LAKE PEDDER: (Tasmania), A petition which will be Rear es to the’ 


A Ree te A a a 


Parliatent will be available for people to sign at the next neetings., 
This-is an extrenely- urgent natter, as work has already started on ‘the ‘Scheney 


PHOTONLORA 72. All arrangements are in hand for the showing of these slides. 
Menbers will be asked to sell tickets when they are available. 

Cost of the NATURALIST. Mr, Branson had worked out the cost on previous 
expenses and the increasing expenses expected next year. 25percent increase 
in printing is only one of the itens. 

On the basis of the infornation Seana by lir, Branson it was decided hee 
raise the cost of the NATURALIST to_15 cents from the Saat issue 1972, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS will also rise, 
Single Menber Pe 0) 
Panily 3 $ 3.00 


mis i is ; the substance of a Eon noved by i Mir. Thonpson , for isjouspign at 
the -innual Meeting in March, 


PROGRAMME 1972 Sug cestions invited fron ALL MEBERS on subjects, Poaacahs 
and excursions, 
BGI hand your Suge sestions in writing to the Sceretary at the Novenber 

e Mecting. 
Extra ixcursions “It was decided to hold two mid monthly excursions. 
Details on front coors ‘this pencurs assist sone members unable to cone out 
for a whole day, | cers 


Supper _Nov: Novernber necting: Tyers aes 


Next Executive Heeting | will be held Tuesday Novenver 30th, at the hone of 
poe iy Heleesaisniel He Straclecki Rd, Yallourn Commencing 7. 30pn. 


NEW MEMBERS:  Welicone to Mrs. brinsnead of Morwell interested in Botany 
a and: Shells. — 
Welcone also to Mr. G.Y.Stringer of * Tylloch" Officer, who is 
a nenber of Berwick Tree Preservation SIRE) ’ VER MOREE ihc. 
to Warragul and L.V.F.N. Care 


We hope - these people have a pleasant ¢ association with the ae 


Useful articles for excursion Novenber 27th. 

Plastic bucket or buckets for specinens 

Several plastic bags, snall jars or bottles handy for keeping species apart.. 
Long stick of sone sort to tur over stones etc, 

Suitable footwear for walking in water and around.rock pools. 

Meubers who renenber the last visit of Sir Robert Blackwood will know how 
keen he is on marine life, and his ability to inpart his knowledge and his 
enthusiasm will be renerbered long after his visit to our club. 


a ee a ee 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mx. S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Strect, 
Moe. 38256 
Meetings conmence at 7.30 pen. on the 4th Friday cach nonth 
at tho Yallourm State School, YALLOURN. 


SALE FLN.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K. Nevmhan, 


Sale, 3850 Del, Sale 4414406 
Meetings commence at 8.00 pan. on the ist.. Friday each nonth 
at the C.W.A, Roons, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON FNC, 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Sime: 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel, T'gon 72117 
Mectings cormence at 8,00 pen. on the Ist. Friday cach nonth 
at the Grey St, State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mar. J. Brooks,’ 
3 Nobel Street, 


Warragul, 3820 Tel, Wigul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00 pen. on the 3xd. Friday each nonth 
at the Albort St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is tho official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists’ Club. Contxibutions on any aspect 
or branch of natural history are invited fron uenbers of all clubs 


and should be addressed tos Honorary Editor (Mrs. Padfield) 
42 Stxezelecki Rd, 
Yallouxn 3838 


ECB gO Ome 2 COO LONG setae toaval evento iat 
BAULONC NELLY NOCULALLS Us 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. E. Lubecke, 
{22a Helon St. 
Moxwell. 3840 


If transport is necded on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tol, Yalloum 622215, 
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CONSERVATION DAY. 

The Dutson Dowms Conservation Day was quite successful. ‘The windy wet 
weather curtailed the outdoor activities and affected the attendance. Iven so 
there were three wildflower walks anong the beautiful flowers, the boat trips 
proceeded as arranged, hay rides and train rides for the children continued all 
day and approxinately 1,500 pcople attonded. * 

‘The displays in the shed attracted nuch interest. The Field and Gane 
Society, Fishexies and Wildlife Departnent, Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage 
Board, Mr, Courtenay with his lovely butterflics and beetles and the Traralgon 
and Terrane Valley Field Naturalist Clubs oll had displays. ‘There wore nany 
Huseun specinens of birds of all varicties from birds of prey, water birds, 
parrots and honey-caters, to aninals and even seal skins, Much igrabehsele 
Material on conservation was distributed to the public. 

After lunch noted people spoke to the gathering on conservation, its 
needs and the nethods it is hoped to enploy, Because of the weather the day | 
finished about 3.30 pem. The main comment I have heard fron people who attond~ 
ed has been that they. hope the day will be repeated and with better weather 
next tine. 

The club display centered around conservation with the thene: 
Conservation neans preservation of the earth as a living Growing world of soil 
and air, plants and aninals (including nan), dependant on each other and so 
guarded by us that all can live in balence without any species being destroyed 
through the greed or ignorance of anothor. ‘The success of our display was due 
to the assistance given by so nany nembers in their various ways. ‘The organis~ 
ers of the day congratulated the club on its display. 

: Bon Thompsons 
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EXCURSION ‘TO TOORONGO FALIS AND GLEN NAYOOK, 


~The drive fron 1 Willow llow Grove to Toc Toorongo Falls was very ‘colourful: with 
five species of wattLes in oie bloon. aaa were seis nucronata, 


Pecisernacananerom fet iat orem 


axifliora) and Indico (tna: appr era. ee the deep een of ee Coral Pea 
ardcnivongia viola cen) 3 the s shining leavos and lovely flowers of the Mountain 


Correa (Correa lawzenciena) and one bus h of Gorse Bitter-pea (Davicsia ulicifolia) 


in full bloon. 

The geological formation of folding was very cvident in sone of the 
cuttings with the strata at an angle of app. 30 degrecs. 

At Toorongo Falls there was plenty of water and both Falls were nuch 
photographed, Evidence of Iyxrebirds were scen and we wore treated to a short 
concert, ‘The Whitoxnaped Honey~eater and the Golden Whistler added their nusic 
to that of the streans, 

After lunch the party noved on to Glon Nayook where we were net by Mr. 
and Mrs. Lyndon. Mrs, Lyndon had found a Morcll-like fungi which grow horizont- 
ally fron a bank, We located tho Bristly Shicld-forn, Hclnct orchids (Coxybas 
dilatatus) wore blooning up to 8 ft. on a Trco-forn trunk, Austral Mulberry 

Hodycarya angustifolia) was in bloom and the ferns as usual were beautiful. 

Afternoon tea concluded and norgetic and onjoyable oxcursion. 


Bon Thonpson,.. 
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VREGHD DL ST CPPS, 3 a 
This is the story of an unexpected and quite delightful weekend: to the 
wilds of Eastern Gippsland in August by three, and later, two nenbers of 
L.V.F.N.C. in Mrs Crane's snug little bus. ; aa 
. We set out on the afternoon of Friday 20th to attend the necting of the 
Bairnsdale club at which lir Jin Willis was to be the guest speaker, A detour at 
Maffra took us out to Mz, Cane’s nursery to find the Cane fanily were fron hone, 
all save one bright young fellow who showed us around the garden, fnong many 
interesting things seen there were the variegated sports of the Hazel Ponaderris 
and of the Sandfly Zieria, the latter a very colourful plant. It was an opp 
ortunity, too, to nake a cup of aftemoon tea, In Bairnsdale at dusk wo set up 
canp on Mr and Mrs. Vin. Barton's spacious back law, ; 
_ It is’ always a pleasure to visit the Baimsdale folk, and, as is usual 
when Mr Willis is about, the necting was well'attended. A sunptuous supper 
lurked in the shadows at the back of the room; and we all did full justice to 
it later, after-a stren-ous evening chasing Birds of Paradise and clinbing 
nountains in the heat and hunidity of New Guinea with Mr and Mrs Willis. The 
Superb slides and Mr Willis? running commentary brought the scenes to life for 
us and we wished that the rest of OUR nenbers could have been with us,” 
On Saturday norming at sone wmearthly hour there were subdued rustlings. 
and whisperings as lies Galbraith departed honewards, Mrs Crane and I joined 
an excursion to the tinbered country further cast, its objective being to locate 
the only patch of Spotted Guns, BE. naculata, in Victoria, Beyond Now. Nowa we 
tumed left towards Wiarewa and, at the tail of a dusty cavalcade, drove nany | 
niles through farmland and forest in search of these elusive trees, Just before 
reaching then the track passed through a valley bright with blossoming trees of 
the Red Wattle, A. silvestzvis, trees witich closely resenble the Silver Wattle, 
There was plenty of the Turpentine Bush (Eoyeria), a velvet=bush, Lasiopetalun 
dasyphyllun; a tree-cized ill-snelling'waxflower, E, trichophyllus; Hakea 
erianthas; Ponaderris lanigera, together with various other shrubs and trees 
nore familiar to us. Soe 
The Spotted Guns were glozious and well worth coming to sec, They arc. 
an isolated pure stand in the one small area and are reserved fron logging by 
the Forests Commission, The tall spotted trunks, unnarred by branchss until 
one looked up into the great unbrageous tops, were a fine Sight indeed, There 
was little undergrowth in the dry open forest. raid 
he _ fs the afternoon was trawing on we decided to take leave of the party 
and to push on in the. dircotion of Orkost rather than retrace our course, local 
opinion and a good nap suggested this was possible, Extricating our trusty ~ 
"Volksy" from the line of cars we wore soon rocketing away over the ridges and 
down through the water~filled wheelruts of the gullies on a winding track bow 
tween the dark trunks of the Silvertops, until we cane out on the bitumen of the. 
Buchan Orbost road noar Bete Bolong on the Snowy, Poor Snowy, its pleasant 
banks have been devastated by the floods and debris is piled high against the few 
Mahogany Guns that remain, This is being bummed where it liocs with fatal results 
to the survivors. Rain set in as we pulled into the caravan park, 
.. Last tine we stayed here the anenities were lavishly decorated with 
vases of Bushy Club-noss and Guntips. This tine colorful Canellias fairly flow 
ed out fron both Ladies and the Gents so that visitors noved in a sort of 
Chelsea Show-atnosphere every tine they entered the place, Orbost folk are 
definitely flower minded} Very bright and pretty on a wet night, with flood 
debris still sticking incredibly high in the trees outside, ; 
Sunday norm found us taking morning tea on the banks of the yeu 
ON e8ereo 
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WEEKEND IN HAST GIPPSLAND, Cont. 

‘there the jungle gully is flattened out by the force of the water. The high» - 
way is flanked most of the way by nasses of wattle bloom spiked with red Heath, 
and on that dewy noming, was puxe pleasure all the way. At Cann River we nade 
enquiries about a butterfly nan who lived somewhere up the valley, for ours was 
a butterfly quest in search of over-wintering Wanderers, and here was a nan who 
night know where to look for then. Mr Archie Mey is a bee=keeper who works 
aniong his hives throughout the wamer months, In the winter while they 
are hibernating he nigzates up the warn east coast with his butterfly nets. 

We were fortunate to find hin in residence on the Cann this winter, 

The Cann Valley where the highway crosses? the washed-out bridge is a 
peaceful and beautiful spot. Although the flats are nostly cleared sone 
Splendid spreading Blackwoods ad Blueguns still survive, Rermants of rain» 
forest cling to the riverside and to the crecks coming in to-it. Mr May cane 
down the track to mect us and a flock of Currawongs stepped respectfully aside 
to allow us to enter the house, The huge livingroom was lined with cases of 
butterflies and noths, phasmids and beetles of wonderful color and fora, The 
roon was actually a nuseun of natural history packed with the collection of 
nany years, We certainly kept the owmer busy answering our guestionse 

- Then followed a quick run in the car on forest trails to see Mt Kaye 
which was wreathed in nist; a welk to look at the site of the Scout Camp and a 
broad rocky creek shaded by great gnarled Kenookas, A red Grevillea, G, Victorae, 
adored the interesting shrubbery and there were many ferns. 

We set up our camp on the concrete by the garage and rain poured dow 
during the night, The mormming was dull; and dripping but it improved, After 
breakfast another toux in the car to look for cea and very fine they 
Looked as they noved out of the path of the car, The forest floor was fairly 
clean and grassy and the aninals showdé Up well against the sparse dark tree 
trunks, A steep run downhill brought gus back to the highway where a stop was 
nade to see Blacksten, a slant naddon : i Here in a noenans~lad of weeds and 
flood rubbish between voad and river big fresh fronds were pushing strongly — 
through the silt banks, Secing it here made me wonder as to the fate of a 
Similar patch on the west bank of the Snowy at Lochend, What a pity it is that 
no one bothers to extend a helping hand to these two survivals of the beauty 
that is gone. 

Last but not loast wo were led into a deep rainforest gully where Lilly~ 
pilly jumgle was sheltered by Mountain Grey Guns and big Stringybarks, The 
lower parts had been spoiled by cattle but as we proceeded the scenery inproved. 
The floor becane a fermery roofed by jungle vines tangled in the treetops. 
Jungle Brake fem was luxuziant, along with many others, terrestrial and 
Cpiphytic, Tree trunks, both dead and growing, were richly festooned with nosses 
and Rock Felt-ferm, It was difficult to drag ourselves away from the place. 

It was only by promising ouxselves another visit in the butterfly scason that we 
nanaged it, Back at the canp wo shared a quick cup of tea with our genial host 
before departure, and, bearing generous gifts of honey, set out on the ieee 
road hone, 

We had been congratulating ourselves on the scarcity of leeches in the 
fern gullies and though it was probably duc to the prevailing drought in the cast, 
However, no sooner wore we rolling along the highway when two of these pest+ 
ilontial creatures appeared in quick succession on the back of our driverts neck. 
It is to her credit that she renoved then and cast then overboard with scarcely 
& Wiggle of the van’s steering wheel, What coolnessf And so hone’ with all speed 
along the wattle lined roadways. A wockend to renenber. Thank you, Mrs, Grane, 


Eilen Tyndone a 
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THE HELMET AND THE WOMBAT, 
What an excitexent - and all because of a little helmet orchid! 
These days I am working on aposter of Victorian wildflowers, Beside the more 
common flowers there should be some orchids on it. 
“A week earlier, there were several helmet orchids in full bloom in the 
Tyers reserve, but when Miss Galbraith and I went over there, all the flowers 
but one were finished and that last one was drastically attacked by a snail. 

I suddenly remembered that about 10 years ago I found the same orchids 
near the Tyers River, not far from Erica. Probably they would still be flowering 
there, because it is higher and colder, So, without delay my car brought me to 
that spots 3s*=" or 


.. It was already late in the afteznoon. But wasn'# I surprised to find 
the bush where the orchids had been growing, completely ploughed"by wombats. 
Are they after the little bulbs of the orchids, or do they have an expensive 
taste and prefer orchids to dandelions ? 

After more than half an hour crawling on hands and knees ny attention 
was attracted by an enormous wombat, coming straight towards me with a very 
unpleasant snorting sound, only stopping about six fect away. Was I in his 
territory? Yr was it"her" territory ? No, it can'tbe, never has a female been 
so unpolite to me... 

. ih; DT gave up hope of finding any orchids that day. On the way back to the 
car I saw an enormous mound of Soil, pushed aside next to a wombat-hole, and, 
believe it or not, on top of it were two nearly undamaged helmot orchids, still 
with their little bulbs. attached to them. . 

The wombat sure had missed them, but I didn't, 

. The painting of the orchids is finished and the bulbs found a good home 
in the Tyers reserve. 

Bart Sterkenburg. 


A A MN A Ne RE 


' ABOUT A KOALA 
As I travelled toward Lower Tarwin last week I met a exvizzly bear. 
That is, an elderly koala. It was in poor condition, grey and gri=zled, when, 
having descended the road bank and noted the car's approach, it sat down firmly 
in the middle of the bitumen in the best manner of a student protestor, 


; It was market day and fast cars were frequent so I alighted and suggested 
gently that it move on, ifter some clod throwing( by me ) and some nasty looks 
( by he) koala consented to procede me to the foot of the nearest tree, a 
scruffy mallee, where I took leave of him. There was nothing in the shape of 
a conventional food tree within a mile in any direction, Roadside mallee clumps 
had been stripped of their growing tips and tenderer leaves, : 

It seems to me that when koalas get old and weak they eat any handy 
foliage whether suitable diet or not, and may eventually be found dead in the 
vicinity. I shall check this theory on this one. — 


eae 


AT CHRISTMAS TIME 
We gona special grectings to our more distantmombers - to Ken Eldridge 
“now Dr. Eldridge in Canberra, to Kieth Rogers’ , still making disegyertos 
amongst the plants - to " the Galbraiths" amongst the flowers of. eechworth 
and Nancy Rossiter in her now home near thngaratta, to Mr. ond Mrs. Morrison. i 
whom we look forward to seving on lit, Howitt in January. To Graham Pivzey ea 
working hard for conservation, and nearer home, Gwen Webb in the now homo in Salce 
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NOTES ON INSECT COLLECTING. By J.H. Courtenay. 
Collecting insects, in my opinion at least, is divided into to 
categorics ge 
1. A COLLECTOR: A person who often just collects insects, usually one 
particularly keen on showy or rare species, but not greatly interested 
fron the scientific point of view, that is, they are not so interested 
in finding out about the lives of insects. 

2. AN ENTOMOLOGIST: This can be a highly sciontific venture, An cntonologist 
trics to classify insects into their correct groups, nane species, etc. 
He trics to find out as much as possible rogarding the life histories of 
these insects, This is a very oxacting but interesting job and requires 
a great deal of paticnce. 

In Australia there is a great deal of scope in this field. Although 
Such eninent cntonologists as Dr. Waterhouse (Author of the book, "What 
Butterfly is That?") and nany others whose nanes would fill this page, have 
Compiled nost of the life historics and classification of Australian butter 
flies, there are a great many Australian noths umaned and nothing mow of 
their life histories, This is even nore so in the case of boctles. 

. You nay well ask, "Of what inportance are these nanos?" If you wish 
to exchange with cntonologists in other parts of the world (and this is 
inportant for comparison and identification) you cannot ask for a brow or a 
black beotle as the case nay bes It is necessary to know the nance, This 
obviously applies equally if an overseas entomologist requires a particular 
beetle from Australia. 

life histories arc inportant to our econony if for no other reason than 
that sone insects are very harmful and others equally beneficial, ‘Two out» 
standing examples arc the Sirex Wasp (harmful) and Bees (very beneficial). 

At the present tine scientists are trying to develop insecticides that 
kill one species of insects and that species only. Indiscrininate spraying or 
dusting with insecticides can be as danaging (probably nore so) as the insect 
that is being killed, I nean by this that if all insects that pollinate 
flowers were killed, nany crops would have to be pollinated by hand if they 
were to bear fruit - a rather costly business! 

When insects are studicd many other reasons for their existence becone 
apparent. It will be remembered that it was an insect that wiped out "Prickly 
Pear" in Queensland, restoring thousands of acres of land that had been render 
ed virtually uscless. It would be well-to remenber also thet nan, with every 
Nodern convenience and appliance could not combat the sane pest. 

In conclusion, I often wonder if 211 insects were killed, would we 
SUrVive. 
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ANOTHER SNAIL. 
On the Bairnsdale Ficld Naturalist Club excursion to Loch Sport I 
collected a snail near the entrance to the Lakcs National Park. Dr. Snith 


identified it as Pygnipanda kershawi but said "there is a lot of work to be done 


on this group before identification can be definite. The snail is restricted to 
the Eastern Section of Victoria, and: lekos Entrance was tho nost western 
linit. 

If this proves to be correct identification, then we have another new 
area for it. Pyanipanda korshawi. is described in an article by Dr. Snith 
published in the Victorian Naturalist for June 1971, page 155-6 


Bon Thonpson. 
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MARANOA GARQUNS 
The October cxcursion of L.V.F.N.C. was to that lovely areca called 
Maranoa. This is a garden which wes started in 1904, in 33 acres, thon made 
larger by Camborwell Council in 1922. The gardens were opened to the public 
in 1926, and since thon many lovers of our Australian Flora have visited there. 


Mir, A.J.Swaby was our guide for the day, and we would thank him for 
coming to open the eats carlicr than usual, so that we could have tho area 
to ourselves for a few hours. 


On entering the gardons from the Hasterm gate we were shovm a rare 
varioty of Queensland Brush Box (TIristenia conforti). Then snother lovely tree 
with “wreeping "branches was the varicgated Agonis , which had becn planted in 
19624". <= 

Of the many Native Plants, it was difficult to pick 2 favourite. 
Prostaniiews were a purple mass of flowers in scvoral places. 

Grovilleas - took: much of our time as we "ooed and ached" over their beauty.’ 
Thore wore so many lovely flowers that we all resolved to plant some more * 
native plants in our respective gardons. Judging by the names jotted dovm in 
the note books , I think some nurseryman will be delighted. 

There were many large trees in the gardens,¢nd outside the main gate 
some"old Red Gums were standing, reminding us that once Bes area was different 
from its present form. 

All readers would find a visit to Yaronoa a most revarding experience, what- 
ever time of yoar it was mode. 


A WUEKEND AT'MERRIMO’ SHERBROOKE FOREST. 


My family end I recently spent a very pleasant (and wet) weckend at 
RIMU a 'Cottage' at Sherbrooke Forost, a mere stones throw from the post offico 
.. The cottage, as it is called, is a throce bedroomed house, complete with 
kitchen and spacious lounge-room hn a big window locking out into the garden 
where'a bird table is sect. One can watch quite a few species of bird lifc?. 

Highlight of the whole setting was an arms length viow of a LYREBIR) 
quictly fecding in the garden, Mr. N.Wakeficld said they come chen frequently 
and are very tane. 

In the garden there arc a lot of native shrubs, one in splendid bloom was a 
N.S.W.Waratah also a Mint-bush in full bloon. 

ME RIMU is like Jcan Galbraiths house and garden, with the added attract- 
ion of Sherbrooke Forest just outside the front door, 

We all wont for a w2lk in the forest and got beck just as it started to rain. 
It rained 211 that night (Sat)andwas still raining when we left next day. 

Our cost for the night was only four dollars . We brought only our own 
linen and food, our host Mr. Wekeficld , told me thatif not enough use was made 
of MER°IMU they would have to put tho taxrié up « dollar or so. If this failed 
to mect the cost of upkcep then it will be ronted permanently. This would be a 
great loss to Miocld-nats andthose people who would like a quict holiday in 
Sherbrooke, 


tos Keith Lambert 
Pe-haps LeV..N.C . may have a wookond at ME INU during next yoar.- Hd. 
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REPORT OF UXCURSTON TO INVERLOCH. 

Our club was lucy to have a beautiful sunny day on November 27th. for 
a visit to Inverloch end in detail the Haglcos Nest arce some 6 miles along the 
road to Cape Patterson. 

_ After alighting from our cars it was not long before we were in single 
file descending the track which led us to the beach, 

What a curious procession we were, coming with plastic buckets, pill bottles, 
screw drivers and putty Imives as our various weapons for attacking the rocks 
and rock-pools. 

‘The children were very cnergetic in collecting specimens, but the adults 
camé close behind them, for when we a11 assombled at the cars we could sce the 
varicty of the many collections. 

Our leader Sir Robert Blackwood placed some of the more special things 
in atray so we could all sce thom much casier, He also explained some points 
about the specimens, thus consolidating his talk of the previous evening. 

There was much of interest during the day, and I will try to describe just a fow 
of the inore exciting 'finds', 

Star Fish( Asteroidea). Afine specimen in a pink colour was taken avay 


‘for identification, the size was about Gin. ecross. 


Brittle Star (Ophiuroidca) .This ercature had rather snake like arms, 
with a fringe on each side of the arms. Also this Star Fish has the facility of 
being able to break off picces , or throw. their arms off altogether if it is 
endangered or damaged. 

The genus Patiriclla or Biscuit Star has five arms but are much shorter 
than other specics, It is well named as the markings were like a fancy iced 
biscuit, There were several of the smaller Petiriclla of blue and green colours, 

Feather Star( Crinoidea) which just looked like feathers coming from a 
central point , waving around to gain their food, They live mostly on Sea Weed 
or attach themselves to rocks on the senbottom. 

Sea Urchins ( Echinoidea) surprisingly belong to the samc family as the 
Star Fishes, One bonutiful specimen with red spines was discovercd beneath some 
weed in a rock pool. 

As we turned over rocks in the scarch for more specimens , the calcilerous 
worm tubes made patterns on the under sides of thon. 

A species of worm called Galeolaria makes these tubes from a lime secretion, 

We were careful to always place the rocks back where they had been found, so as 
not to harm the minute marine life there. 

Worms. Some other worms found were Flat Worms, ond a Polychacte worm with scales, 

Anemones. The most prolific seemed to be the Seca — Waratah (Actinia- 
tonebrosa). soncwere showing the lovely pink tontacles, , but more appeared as blobs 
of brovm jelly on the rocks. 

The Sand Anemone which appears to be in the sand, but further digging shoved that 
it had attached itself to rocks a few inches below the surface, 

Compound Ascidign belongs to the Sea Squirt family. These are usuolly a 
colony of small individucls living with thoir podics together, making a mass some 
what like Tungus. 

Numerous Sca-weceds and shells were found, the small Sea SNS (iudibrench) a 
small creature of only tin ein length. 

Mr. E,Lubcke Mase s Sir Robert for the most enjoy-ble ane spent with us, 
Afternoon toa washad ot Loongatha. where we could sce Lyndon Park, an area of 
native plants, Leaked after by L.V.I.N.C.mombors Mr. And Irs. D.Lyndon, 

There wore fiany berutiful flowers ie) t see , we all collected SoH cuttings one 


to add to our own gardons. , 8 SNES Vesta niga! rales % 
LePsdfiold. 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD 30th NOVEMBER 1971. 


Strzclocki .Ranges National Park» Tho documents prepared by Mr. J.Brooks 
. have been givon to the club. All members urged to read GEEKS, Pa pers. 
We hope the application is successful. 


Reserve at Traralgon south. Correspondence being arranged with reference 
to en areca for reservation. More detailed report at a later date. 

Programme 1972. The matter is in hand and this yall be the main SRE 
of the noxt executive meoting. 

Stavling Machine. It was docided to purchase a machine to staple tho 
Naturalist together, Mombers had proviously beon using their ow staplors, 
Cost of this was $6.00. which included 5000staples. 

Index for Naturalist. Mr. G.@.Scanlan has almost completed an index for 
issues 1to 62. The club is most grateful to Hr. Scanlan for his work on the index. 
Now we must continue with therest of the index. Any offers! 

Also we could have Mr. Scanlans ovm set of the Naturalist given to tho Library. 
This would be suitably bound bofore wo received the volumes. 4 

Campout Australia Day Weekend. All members are invited to this outing. 
The host club (Bairnsdale) was prevented from boing host last time. Lets hope 
the cloments do not stop them this time. 


Directions for roads to Mt. Howitt were published before Excursion in Naturalist .. 


Of Jonuary 1971. Same map will bo suitable for this noxt trip. 
Tea Roster 1972. List will be available for signatures at the mecting 
in Jenuary. There will be no supper at this mecting. 
Noxt Exocutive mecting will be at the home of iiss. J.Galbraith, Tyers 
on Febuary 8th 1972 commencing at 7.30pm. 
“Bane in Constitution dcotails of this in January issuo of Na aturolist. 


azoralgon F.W.C. Now Sccrotary is. Mr. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay St. Prarolgon. 3844. 


YELLINGBO i ad Mir. K.Lambort. 


After our weekend at Merrimu wo travelled to Yollingbo Research Station 
and were welcomed by lir. Frank Stoavans of the Bird Observers Club. After mecting 
all the other staunch'Birdos' we yore told that owing to the very bad weather the 
Dedication ceremony forthe late Prank Jones licmorial had to be called off until 
further notice. 


Mr. Stoavans told mc to pass on to L.V.F.N.C.mombors that thoy(?.N.s.) 
could havo on aren near the station to plant native plants in momory of Frank 
Jones. We could plant this area ourselves or they would do it for us, (they arc 
2 hard worked bunch of poople, we should try to hclp in this project. ) 

Wo could supply the plants or they would, but tho plants must be native. 


Now there is just onough spece left to wish all readers of the Naturalist 
AHAPPY CHRISTIIAS AND ALL GOOD THINGS FOR 1972. ; 


Perhaps your lew Yoar Resolution could be ‘to write something for the Naturalist’. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr, S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Strect, 
Moe, 3825.6 
Meetings commence at 7.50 pen. on the 4th Friday cach nonth 
at the Yallourn State School, XALLOURN, 


SALE FNC. 
Honorary Secretary s Mrs. K. Newnhan, 
Box 302, 
Sale, 3850 Tol, Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8,00 pen. on the ist. Friday cach nonth 
at tho C.W.A. Roons, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Street, 
_ Traralgon. 3844. Zcl. T'gon 72117 
Meetings comucnee at 8,00 p.yn. on the Ist. Friday cach nonth 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mae. J. Brooks,’ 
3 Nobel Street, 


Warragul, 3820 Tol. Wigul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.n, on the 3rd, Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL, 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latxobe Valley Ficld Naturalists! Glub. Contributions on any aspect 
or branch of natural history are invited from nenbers of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: ‘Honorary Editor (Irs. Padficla) 

42 Strazclecki Rd, 

Yalloumm 3838 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Please endorse envelope; 


Subseriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
lirs. E, Lubecke, 
{22a Helen St. 
Moxwell. 3840 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tel, Yalloum 622215, 
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COMING EVENTS 
Werragul -F.N.C. 


Mecting ... Friday January 21st. tsi 
Members night at ilillors Factory Sy 


a 


Sutton St. Warragul. . 
Please note change of venuc for this HOSS F 
8 


Letrobe Volley RWC; 
Mooting ... Friday 21st. January 
Pilm Wight ot Yallourn Library 
Please note change of venue for this mocting. 


Cxcursion... -- Australia Day Weokend eee 29; 30, 31st. 
: oe ek Mh, SHOW Gb soUOOd 
BAS pee with are Pears Gs 


‘Photoflora a March 7th. 


Prana] go n ne Gs 


Wow Secretary is Mr. J.a.Vell ia 
= 156 Kay St. Traralgon. 3844. 
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Sir Robert Blackwood's Address on Marine Biology. 


Sir Robert Blackwood spoke about life on « rock platform similar to 
Hagle's Nest. He began by explaining how hebitets on rock platforms vary accord 
ing to the extent of cxposure above the low water level, 


The Protozoa is the beginning of many food chains in the marine environ- 
ment as it provides food forall the tiny creatures and many of the larger oncse 
The protozoa are trapped by the mucous surfaces on the tiny tentacles, 


Sir Robert's slides illustrated many of the genera, from sponges to tho 
vertibrates, that inhabit rock platforms end the areca just below water level. 


Sponges are two celled creatures which inhale water by beating the hairs 
inside the sponge. The protozoa are extracted from this water and then it is 
exhaled through larger pores, Solitary sp nges can be quite large, while 
finger sponges grow in finger like colonies and have an exhalent pore to cach 
finger, The encrusting sponges are attached to solid substrata and are 1/8 
to 1/2 ins. thick. 


a Se a 


which have « mucous ets i ie Pope “Gt anal pang pOSsSsCsS jae 
colls, The hydroids were beautifully illustrated and so too were the Seyphozoa 
or Jcolly~fish, sir Robert showed slides depicting the beautifully coloured 
Anemones expanding by inhaling water. Sea Pens wore creatures unknovm to many 
members. Instead of tentacles they have platelets up their tube-like bodies, 

to attach themselves themselves they burrow iiss foot into the sand and expand 
it beneath the surface of the sand, 

Solitary corals, brain corals and gorgonian corals were photographed 
with the living organisms visible and were fascinating. cspecially in the 
close upse 

The varicty or types of worms and the detail in the ashes wee were 
UE) interesting. the Mason Worm which builds a "tube" by comenting grains of 

sond, is certainly an architect. Bristle Worms are free living worms with 
bristlos to each segment ond although the bristlos | appear soft they can ponct— 
rate a leather glove, 

Crabs have back fect that are modified to their means of locomotion — 

Shore Crabs have pointed back fect for rock climbing, and swimming crabs have 
"paddles". Seaweed Crabs transfer the seaweed from the old sholl to the fresh . 
one after moulting. It's shell has tiny spines with hooked ends that cnable the 
scawced to be securely attached, The Miner crab carves out a home in soft limc— 
stone. 

The Prawn Killer is spaandoae but colourful creature ae plate-like 
front legs and a re _pper=like tcolson. The Mmtis Shrimp has 2 body resembling 
a praying mantis. the Weedy Shrimp is almost transparent and takes its colour 
from tho surrounding plants, etc. When the Snap? ing Praim releases the pressure 
on its very large right nippor, it makes an audible snap. 


Molluscs:- The slides showed these lovely shells with their living crea~ 
tures, their colourful mnentles, thelargo foot, the small light-sensitive "cyes" 
and the syphon for ogesting the food remains. The Scallops photogrephed were 
extremely colourful end nothing like the paleshells wo see on the beach, 

The Keyhole Limpet had its syphon protruding through the hole in the shell, 


Contd. cece 
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liavine Biology contd.. 

Although sca slugs are flat creatures they have a crest—like gill 
structure and are also highly colourful. 

Octopus, squids, starfish and brittle stars ~ero othor spe .clos dex1t 
with, Several slides on sex urchins showed the beautiful colours of tho animals 
their colourful spines wnd even one in yhe process of moving with its suckers 
extended, 

i nelly Sir Robert doalt with sone intoro sting Sbenincnseee the verti- 
brate creatures — sea squirts, sen tulips, colonial ascidians, sen horse,porc- 
upine fish, angler fish ond. vee cow fish, 

The ovening was a feast of colourful Sidicheein on an intorosting but 
little known subject. eae SaeRN BASLE this glinpse into ABE vonders ond beauty 
of ‘the seashore creatures, ° 

Detailed information on this subject is covered in mn oxccllont article 
written by Tiss D.scmp and publishcd in the L:trobe Valley Naturclist Issue 

Yo. 45 July eet on the occasion of Sir Robert's previous visit to the club. 


fae | Bon Thompson 
Specimen Pable November Mocting L.V.l.N.C. 


Selection of shells was displayed by Mr. McEwan, 


Yellow Robins nest and eg¢e Miss H.Christonsen, ~ 
also brought by Miss Christensen was a large picce of tungi of the nounorcte 
gener, , generelly Imown as "punk", Thes © are large masses formed on trees 


usuclly Sucalypt, this particular piece had fallen from its tree, 


A Lovely display of garden grown natives was supplicd by iirs. path 
Perhaps the host spectacular was the large flowering form of Leptosperm 
rotundifoliun. 

Also one of our finest livemiorts Narchantia berteroans ,beside some orchids 
obtained fz0n private property know to the Lyndons. 


me a mm mee 


AUSTR tALTA DAY H OLIDAY CALPOUT. 


We just hope for better woxther for this weckond at Howitt Hut. 
- The leader will be WEEK Howetcon ohn permission has boon obtained wre the 
‘owners of the hut to use it for the wevkond, © 


me me 


The hut is situated near Howitt Springs , which is ‘approximately 48 miles from 
Licola along the Tamboritha road, 

Signs will most likely be crected at our coapsite. We look fo ard to mevting 
Eee aaa from Besa Me Club this SO: 


— 


Members will be sorry to hear that lir, George Scanlan sustainod 
injuries from a car accident on December 23rd. 1971. 
He is.now “progressing slowly" in hospital in Adclaide, 
Wo all would wish him woll , he was the founder of L.V.ilaturalist and wo 
editor, printer and wrapper for many issucs, 


a 
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A NOTE FROM WATERVILLE. 

"~The fire restrictions wove lifted too early this long dry autum and of 
‘the ones that got away one burnt owt a big area of Crow land behind Walkerville 
on the coastline of Woorayl Shire, bush that had been nostly fire free for the 
: best part of «twenty years. 

i Broad sandy ridges axe clothed «ith a tangled nat of dwarf sheoak, 
gaa neLalcuca and hakea, to waist high, probably an unnatural jungle 

.. Quite different to the heathland that nature originally evolved for the place, 
Deep: form gullies with pernanent cxecks shelter messnate and blackwood wood~ 


: lands with mich of the unden-shrubbery conmon to such Gippsland gullies. 
‘-. Luckily the fire secns to have skipped most of these, 


The hot burn of the hasty firebreaks have made it possible to sine? 
these renote gorges without much scrub bashing, In the first one investigated, 
McPherson's Creek I think it would be, on 15/6/11, a deep and shaded gorge was 
followed upstrean fron a point not far fron the sea, The fern list was not. 
renarkable, (sone 10 species), but conditions were just right to make the day a 
. fungi hunters delight. ‘There was colour evozywhere, gilled, pored and toothed, 
Puffballs; brackets, hoofs, fans, discos, corals, cups, you nane it we have it, 

I HOSE as I wafted from one discovery to the next. Palo pinky strands of 
. Clavariadelphus jvuncous (sorry about that one, but thexe are a fow connon nanies, ) 
covered everything like sone giant spider's web, 

The nost notable find, however, was not a toadstood, It was a ingansiealanal 

nest, wedged six fect above tho a stveen in a clump of ground ferns, Old now and 
collapsed in upon itself, the big ball of fibres and lining was quite plain -to 
see under all the pink anneal cotton. While probing its interior the egg went 
off, an egg still filled with yellow Liquid with ae colour and texture still 
recognisable, Three years? Pive? How long will ~@ keep in a cool gully? 
To ny knowledge no lyrebirds have boon xe; Some! iiteree since about 1949, ‘Why was 
the ege¢ abandoned? We can only spaculate on the fate of the birds. Fierce fire 
has gone through as big dry txrecs and twenty foot treefern trunks testify, long 
before this present bum. The commonest animal there, after the wonbat, is the 
fox, Its signature and seal are to be seen all along. the firebreak, 

Sone years ago the Melbourne University Botany School compiled a moport 
on this 1800 acros of vough coastal. terrmin at the request of the Tow ‘and 
Countizy Planning Autioxity end uade strong recommendations that it be: pernancn- 
tly reserved. fs a nature and asonte wesexve it would be nagnificent, if we 
Gould nanage to save this Last core’ 5 of oux coastal flora, 

A lyrebisds nost; new, with £1 eech ogg, has been found on one of the 
headwaters’ of Second Creclz in the timbered Hosthe mince part of the Walkerville 
hinterland, 12/7/71. Soe Decne 

Two days have so Zar been sport searching the innediate area, ~The birds 
have not been heard Bone fox a waming sound fron the hen, thero is little: 
Sign of scratching and no dancing mounds that I could find, This is unusual , 
for the nesting birds in Morwell National Park are in full cry. Actually the 
nale should be now spending all his tine performing on his mounds, for he takes 
no part in nest: building, incubation, or rearing the chick, 

I bogin to wonder if the ovmer of this nest could be a Lonely widow 
but only nore observation will prove it one way or the other, 


BR. Lyndon. 


eerste A SN Me A ESE NOONE OTE I AINA OO AE 
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aN INTERESTING BOOK, The Tho Plant Hunters by T Tylor Whittle. 

“The subtitle of this a absorbing book is "3,450 years of searching for 
Green Treasure", -We are told of the first recomied expedition in search of _ 
plants, about 1482 B.C. This was organized by Queen Hapshepsut of Egypt and 
is recorded in relief carving on the temple walls at Kamak. 

There is the story also of Albertus Magnus, the first systenatic plant 
hinter, and we follow the Cxpericnces » Ciscoveries and exciting adventures of 
Collectors in’ all parts of the world, of Dampier, pirate and botanist, of 
Tradescant. who enriched our gardens with comfl owers, lupins, and other flowers, 
of Linnaeus of Sweden and Bartran of fmerica, We read of the travels. of such 
well lmow’ scientists and collectors as Sir Joseph Hooker and Sir Joseph Banks; 
‘Kingdon Ward and Forrest ‘and Farrer; David Douglas of Scone whose life was full 
of interest and dangez as he collected in America, discovering, anongst nany 
pines, the Douglas Fir, Reading of the conditions under which he worked one 
does not wonder that he diced while cuite a young man 

' Safe carriage of plants was a problen in those early days. Many 


“ ‘ingenious Ways were found for bringing then across the seas, Oilcloth was 


used for dried plants, waxed containers for slceeping bulbs, corms or rhigones. 
~ Snall portable greenhouses, called Ward cases, were devised by a Dr, Ward, and 


-consisted of a box with a high-pitched glass roof, tall enough to allow the 
“plants to grow inside duzing their travels, These were the. forerunners of our 


nioderm hot-houses 

Other chapters tell soncthing about plant. col lecting gonorally, storing 
of pe CEU ane » equipnent, plant distribution and naming. 

. Anyone interested in plents Willen SON7 reading about ‘the adventures of 


* the nany collectors whose works is dogexibed in this book, and trdcing the 
developnent of garden plants from the wor of the early. collectors to the 
present day. iia aap 


I hope others find this bock as interesting as I did. a eS 
L. Padfield. 


Ppmcmeeom ore wren ne ee af ae imme race eer 


PINES V, BUCALYPTS. 


In the early winter of 1970, aPs I, Forests planted an area “eigen 
our property a & Nazzacan, paxthy with. pin a (Be elated, and partly with 
eucalypts, cadet appon aa to be oithox Rive , gLoboulus, or its Victorian 
variety EH. bicostata. olive montis ae ae ii ference in ESniaI Acree 
was to say the least See ee Co 

ar “While the. pines had xeached a h ob ght of 12 to 18 phe aipeenaheas 
and many overgrowm at lcast tonposaxil Jo “y the native vegetation, the: 
eucalypts were three to six feet high, wolk branched, and overtopping all the 
competing growths. What pext, if my, fertiliser played in. their rapid 

- growth, I could not saj Y, but the above nommal sunnex rainfall this year would 
‘assist both species... — Cae 

During the ue summer, and autunmn, theiz very glaucous juvenile foliage 

was a conspicuous feature of the area, With the advent of. winter, the leaves 
have taken on anon “gaan s of plum color, ‘The young trees seen. to have 
escaped the attcutions of leat-cating catexrr pLLLArS, vihich often descend upon 
glaucous gum leaves in pest nunbere, It will be interesting to see whether 
the cucalypts can keep up their ascendency orex the pines. 


Be Auchterlonic. 
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Notes, Observations, and Se of a rare Victorian Butterfly. 
' THE MOONLIGHT BLUE". 

Hypochrysops delicia delos Water & Lyell 1914, 

Family, Lycaenidae Stephens, _Genus, Htypochrysops, Felder. 

The Lycaenidae comprise some of the most beautiful butterflies know, 
and species belong to this Genus, the Hypochrysops are amongst the finest of 
them. They are adorned with lustrous metallic scales of various shades of 
purple, blue, green , bright shining copper, and rich brown. 

The undersides are even more brilliantly marked with red bands, and spots 
margined on both sides of the bands, with metallic green or blue. 

_ It is impossible to adequately convey their brilliance in words. 
the general pattem of the underwings is peculiar to the genus. ‘Though very 
brilliant insects , they are far from conspicuous on the wing, most of them fly 
fast, and are difficult to follow in flight. 

The larva as far as is know , are all attended by various species of 

_the Iridomyrmex Ants. 

This peculiarity is explained by De Niceville,who states that the larvae have 
on the 11th, segment on their backs, a gland, which gives out a liquid exceed— 
ingly prized by the ants, and in consequence they guard, and tend the larva in 
much the same manner as they do vatious Coccid®e, and Aphidae,. 

This peculiar fact was first ndticed in aliuropean species of Lycaenidae by 
Professor Zeller. 

It is a most extraordinary relationship between butterfly, and ant, also 
a remarkable case of co~existance of two orders of insects, for the betterment 
of both. Most of the species are Australian, but they are also found through- 
out the Papuan sub - region. 
fo be able to find these lovely butterflies, agreat deal of patience, and special 

knowledge of them is required, and a very thorough study of the habitat which 
the collector intends to work over, They are very unobtrusive snd provided 
thoy can find their food plants( mostly various species of Acacia)and their host 
ant the Iridomyrmax , they do not appear to mind the pressures of civilization, 


The following is a description of the appearance and all phases in the 
life of a rare member of this genus, the lioonlight Blue. 
Butterfly. Male, . 
ed Upperside deep black borders to both wings, basal areas brilliant metallic 
silvery green, an oblong orange spot near tornus of hindwing. 
Underside, grey- browi, with red bands and spots edged with brilliant 
metallic green. tees 
Butterfly.— Memale, ; 

F Upperside similar to male, but basal areas’ rich shining blue, wings a 
little more rounded. 
Underside, basal area of fore-wing orange otherwise similar to male, 

Egg. Round, pearly- white turning to greyish whive later, beautifully - 
sculptured and pitted. 

_ EStV2-— Qnisciform, head.shining, brqimish- black, pinkish brow, a broad longit- 
udtHal dirk voerugindus bard, narrowing at the intersection of each 
geement, so that the sided have a serrated appearance, This bond is 
bordered by a light pinkish brown space which runs down the dorsal line, 
terminating in a quadrate black mark, Bar acer 
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eueney He NOONETGNT BLU . Contd.. 


The. whole: of. the! lateral area thictly punctuated with minute bristles, 
and bordered with seattered hairs, 


Larva. 


ene Dark brown, with various brown na arkings, fastened by cremaster and central 


girdle. 

iiy first experience with ie delicia delos goes back to January 1912, 
when I was only a teenager, and my i credibility was under suspicion. 
But when I was able to prove that I knew my butterflies, and my orchids, 
I recieved more lenient treatment, especially from my father, and my sisters, 

However that was a long time ego, and the only book I had to euide 
faltering and uncertian footsteps, was that very fine little book written, and 
published by Sydney Olliff in 1889, and called "Australian Butterflies", this was 
followed later by another fine little book ” Victorian an Butterflies" wri written by 
my two old friends, I. anderson, and F.P.Spry in in 1893. 

During the first World War, my father gave me 2 copy of that excellent 

book" ACuide to the Study of Australian Butterflies" by_Rainbow. 
With the aid ofthese splendid litt little books A » and ¢ encouragoment “from my family, 
I felt that with luck I might become a naturalist, 


- The Mrst World War years were very grim years, and I felt the urge to 
serve my country, too great to ignore, so I enlisted for ictive Service anywhere, 
at the age of 17. I was tall for my age, and appeared older, so I packed away the 
Butterfly net until happier days should come again, 

To my horror I was rejected, pronounced "nedically unfit". I was young then and 

felt a lot of resentment at my bad luck. I think to be interested in Nature, and 
the bush helps one 2,lot,to get the mind into proper focus and to have a better, 
and more mature appreciation of liberty. / 

But I must continue with my Notes and Observations, from notes compiled 
during a lifetime. 


I found my first specimen of [ypochrysops delicia delos in January 1912, 
but of course didn't know what specics it was or it's name, or even where it came 
from. So like all liaturelists, young or old, the challenge to find out all 

- there was to know about it was accepted. This has Ore eESS a full life time, 
which has left behind 2 lot of treasured memories, 


A good time to look for H.delicie dclosis during December and Jenuary, 
.and if found , take only cnough specimens for your immediate necds,.: 
If you do this you will have this lovely butterfly with you for a lifetime. 
The butterfly is rare, and deserves all the care, and understanding that we as 
Naturalists can give it. 
For over 30 years I had H. delicia delos, breeding on a Vootamundra ‘/attle tree 
in my garden, It was very well established, and I was able to observe. and study 
it in all its phases. It was alsojbree ding on several B? ackwood (Acacia m melan= 
oxylon)trees on nearby hillsides, a fei hundred yards away. 

On warm nights in Jec.I always nae “ good inspection of that acacia tree at 
ahout Spm. and it was most interesting to svc the proccssion of H. , delicia delos 
in all stages of growth, accompanied by swarms of the host ant, going out from 
_ their shelters in the holes in the tree to fced on the foliage of the Acacia = 

always returning to their shelters with the host ont, at about 10,30pm. ora 
little later in the evening. 
On very cold nights there is very little activity, and very few larvae venture 


forth to feed. contd... 
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THE MOONLIGHT BLUS contd.. 

The larvae of H.delicia delos always spin some silk around the perimeter 
of the borer hole, where they shelter with the ants, in addition they always 
spin a silken trail, about 1/8th. inch wide, from these holes to the foliage 
where they are feeding, always on the underside or protected side of a limb, 
the host ant in attendance all the time. 

On several occasions while in Queonsland I had noticed this silken trdil 
which glistened in the sun, and I found that it was spun by the large larva of 
Ogyris genoveva,a very lovely species. , 

It has always been the carly stages of the life history of H.delicia dclos 
that puzzled me, and these notes will show that the puzzle has becn finally 
solved for the first time. 

These, beautiful butterflics will always lay their eggs around the peri~ 
meter of the borer holes containing the colonics of their host ant the 
Iridomyrmex, or on the silken "trails" near the borer holes. WHY 22 
I have watched the butterflics for many years laying their lovely minute eggs 
in clusters around the perimeter of those holes. Once a cluster of 37 eggs 


Thi a me, from several butte LCS.» . 
Whee a8 sae fmooalt these eee I ah agp the Iridomyrmex, their host 


ant, -and taken into the ants nests, ‘once again I asked myself WHY this strange 
behaviour!! — 

‘Nature makes no mistakes! Had the minuto larve from these. eggs beon 
-intonded to feed on the young Acacia leaves, the cggs would have been laid on 
the underside of the leaves, or on the stem of the leaf or small twigs nearby. 
Othemvrise these minute buttcrfly larva would have no hope of covering the 
distance from where the cggs had been laid, to the foliage of the Acacia tree 
to foed,. a as : : 

Then WHY?? For what purpose do the host ants take tho eggs to their colonics 
in the borer holes? ; ; 

After many years of carcful observation, it is my firm conviction that the 
Iridomyrmex ants feed these tiny buttorfly larva, in much the same way as ‘they 
feed their own minute ant larvac, until the butterfly larvac are strong cnough 
to join the fantastic procession which takes place on warm evenings, to the 
foliage of the Acacia trees, to feod. . ; 

These processions of larva are alvays attended. by swarms of the 
Iridomyrmex ant, which kceps them herded togrther. Sometimes two or more ants 
ride on the backs of the larger larvac. . 

On these occasions the ants ants appoar to be much moro excited than usual, 
and evidently feel ‘they have a big responsibility. The butterflies prefer, 
if possiblo, old trcoes of Acacia which have a number of dead limbs, and are 
otherwise in a "sickly" condition,, Trees of this type have a number of borer 
holes which the host ant, the Iridomyrmex must have for shelter; these holes 
shelter the butterfly larva as well, and they also pupate there. 
T believe there is also a change teking place in the sugar, and starch content 
of the sap in such trees, this condition also scoms to ie favoured by the 
butterflics. . inet ? , : 
This life history is a remarkable association in Nature, of two species of 
insects, of two differont Orders, one dependent on the other, 
Throughout the years I havo wetched_Lycacnida buttorflics laying their 
eggs on the food plant, and on other occasions fcoding on the nectar of blossom 
and wild flowers- they 21] hold thoir wings up erect over the back, and rub 
the two hindwings together in opposite directions. 


contd... 
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THE MOONLIGHT BLUE contd 
This: habit is-a charactoristic of the Fam amily, ond while watching thom 
“Gpamawyiasid the years, I have often thought of those two lincs by Ponnyson. 


"Hast though heard the Buttcrflics 
What they say botwixt their wings." 
May I hope that these Notes and Observations of onc of our rare Lycacnidac 


butterflics, will help future Naturalists in the years to come, to obsorve, 
enjoy, ond understand this lovely specics, ' 

Remember on no account to overcollect this boautiful species, They are worthy 
of carc,and protection. 


C.G.L. (Llowellyn) Gooding 
Paha lon Life Momber , Warragul F.N.O. 


ALTERATION 0 coNseTrUrTON. 


: We cll know thet rising costs of printing have caused the decision to 
raise the cnnucl subscription to the L.V.F.N.Club and the Naturalist. 
This matter will be put to the vote at the annual isceting on March 24th VLEs 


Suggested increases will bo "DL. V.Naturalist" 15conts exch Copy; 
meking a hotol of $1.80 plus 20ccnts to help with posta we total $ 2,00. 
Membership for single person $2.00 for Naturalist plus 50 cents for 
clubfunds, Total $2.50. 
liombership for family would be $2.00 plus $1.00 for club funds, 
_ Lotel $ 3.00 


A LRA eR A ee eee ee 


Exooutive M ting will be held at the hone of Miss, J.Galbraith, ‘tyors on. 
February 8th 1972, 
ain House for discussion is the la epee half of programme for the year. 


_ ABOUT A BIRD _ MS Lebyndon 
We wore hiking down the beach at* Venus Boy, cnroute once agin to the 
fossil bird prints, a perty of four people. As we approached the rocks on the 


spin a bird figure loomed up, perched on a bit of driftwood. Wot fossil but 
feathered, and apparently minus chead, 


There was much speculation «s we drew nearer to this apparition which 
was quite deaf as well =s headless. The party gathered curiously round this 
strange heron sitting, or rather standing bolt upright, on its low perch. 
Finally the birdo lady sank to hor knecs before it and addre: Sing herself to 
the closed vhite.cyelid ageeall concealed by the wing feathers cnquired anxious- 
ye Are you : slright,luv' ". ‘Whooshi a great flurry of blue feathers and blow 

‘sand and the bird was gone, But what if we had been a pack of foxes, whose fresh 

tracks marked the beach 11 the wey? 

fe noticed the same heron later in the day perched high on the cliff face. 
It looked ruffled ond sick, but wos in a much safer position. 


ene ce me om 
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MOUNT HOWITT CAMPOUT WEEKEND 


The caripout on the Australia Day weekend was a great success with 73 
people camping. This docs not include walkers who also shared the camping arca. 
Field Naturalist Clubs represented were Baimmsdale, Sale, Warragul, Melbourne 
and Latrobe Valley. The weather was very pleasant and the flowers blooming in 
profusion. : 

However the success of the weekend was mainly duc to the organisation and leader 
ship of ir. Alan Morrison. 


‘On the trip up the Trigger Plants, Shaggy Peas, Everlastings, Billy 
Buttons, Bluebells , Violets, Derwent Speedwell and the carpets of Yellow Kunzea 
nade cveryone want to stop. | 


At Mt. Howitt the little mat plants were the special attraction but 
there were many orchids flowering especinlly the Alpine and Suttons Leck Orchids. 
The flowers always sccm bigger and brighter in the alpine arcas. 

The hike up lit. Howitt was most rewarding both the viows and the varicty of 
flowers. I think everyone must have found something of special interest on 
that trip. : 

-The car trip to the headwaters of the McAlister River to sce the Rock 
Rivers end the views was a very cnjoyable afternoon. — . 
Everybody enjoyed Miss Galbraiths identifications and explanations of specinens 
brought to her. This latter occupation occupicd all the daylight hours whon the 
parties were not out gathering more specimens. 


There were nany interesting finds during the weekend and an extension 
of the list of lft. Howitt flora will be a ailable later. 


Bon Thompson 


REPORT OF MGNTING - 21/1/1972 


As usual, our Jmuary meeting wes a film night eat which soven short nature 
films from the State Film Contre and onc from Breken Hill Pty. were shown. 


The first, "Grampians Wonderland showed the rugged grandcur and the 
wealth of beautiful wildflowers of this area, including some of the fauna such 
as koalas ond kengaroos. Mainly a tourist film but still of interest to ficld 
naturalists. : an 

Tho socond filn, "Mersupials— naturally the Numbat", was a most inter- 
esting and at tines amusing one on the Numbat of Western Australia. 
It is a marsupicl, relnted to the native cats and marsupial mice, and lives on 
ants and termites which it licks up with a long pink tongue from nests in hollow 
logs. It is smaller than a cat, with a long pointed nose, a horigontally striped 
back(grey on tan)end a long tan brush tail - total length (nose to tail} abouti7" 
Ithas 50-52 tecth (more than any other narsupial) which are not used— except 
perhaps in sclf defence when cornered, as it is very quick on its fcet. 
It has quite powerful digging forcpaws with which to excavate the ant and termite 
nests. The young are born as tiny embryos with no hind linbs, ebout the size 
of a human little finger neil. They remain attached to teats in the pouch for 
about four months. The Nunbat is a beautiful little animal which is seldom secn, 
rarely captured and difficult to rear. The ones we sai were reared in captivity, 
otherwise the wonderful dotails of the film covld not have been taken. iumbats 
need fallen logs to live in end are now found only in the 5.W.cormer of Western 


fustralia; but possibly 2 few hundred years ago were spread over all Australia. 
(CODGU Qeretorceeronine 
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' Report of January Moeting contd.... 

Next cane " Black Swan!" a film on tho life history of the Black Swan of 
Western Australia, the only tlace in the world where it is indigenous. They wore 
depicted in their natural surroundings of swanp-land at the cdge of lakes and 
lagoons. The nost, which is made on reeds and twigs or ony slight clevaticn in 
the swamp, is defended against 21l coners. Fron 2-6 eggs are hatchod and the 
cygnets teke at once to the water, By six weeks they are almost adult ond able 
to look after thonseclives. Swans are nomads, and when heavy rain swamps their 
hone they fly off to sock a new one. Scones were included of other water birds 
such as pelicans, swamp hens and egrots. 


In the fourth filn,” larvels in lini aturé", canora and microscope wore 
combined in a study of the many forns of microscopic animal life found in the 
sea around the Great Barrier Reef. The film included studics of diatons, 
erustaccans, young sce2 worms, and sca slugs, growth on rocks atsca botton, - 

_ various hydroids, a ghost shrinp, polyzoa, various marine worms and their Ccggs, 
development of the ombryo and the hatching of a mollusc. ‘Tho microscope showed 
up the beautiful colours ond shapes of tho diatoms in ell their great varicty— 
they are so tiny thot thoir nerkings are 1/100- 1/1000" apart. These minute . 
plants and animal life of the sca, called plmkton, are the uwnscon marvels in 
miniature that form the basis of ell life in the sca, 


"Six minutes with iaturo"dealt silently and bricfly with the life cycle 
of the Wanderer Butterfly, showing the egg, caterpillar, cating, chrysallis and 
final emergence of tho butterfly. 


A 'forcigner! this time —" Logond of Birds"— showed native birds of New 
Zealand and how they fignre in Maori Logonds. Studies of various birds, includ- 
ing the owl, robin, tomtit, fantail, bellbird, tui, wood pigeon, woke, kiwi, 
takehe , groy warbler, kaka and kea, concluded with a beautiful slovw notion 
sequence on the white heron which has particular spiritual significance in Maori 
legends, Itwas interesting to see the different forest vegetation forming the 
habitat for the various birds. 


"Mountain Sanctuary"explored the beautiful and rugged Tasmanian highlands, 
including Cradle Mountain and the Lake St. Clair Reserve. Fauna scon included 
the wombat, echidna, Tasmanion devil, shaggy wallabies, golden brush possun, 
nativecais, masked owl, ducks and black swons, 


The last film, "Solstice", was produced by 2 non-naturalist photographer 
for B.H.P.and was an acsthetic treatmont of birds and marine erceatures in thoir 
environnent of Bass Strait. Wo saw the great variety cf water birds singly and 
in groups - policans, ibis, stilts, swamp hens, waders, swans, sea gulls, oyster 
catchers, crosted terns, cormorants, gannets, Cape Barron geese, aswell as 
shells, porpoises end scals..1 The filn utilized nany unusual photographic 
techniques, sone of which had not proviously boon attenpted in Australia, 

Whilst not a docunentary in the strict academic sonsc, capturing many unusual 
poses and angles, it brought out the beauty of nature in a way that wes lost to 
the documentary forn. Especially well done were the sequences on the porpoises 
and seals which showed their underwater grace nost effectively. 


Miss B.Kenp “ 
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WATTLES IN THE GRAMPTIANS 


Our holiday in the Grampians was wonderful. Many flowers were in bloom 
and the varicty in the wattles impressed us greatly. We enjoyed the vivid red 
of the Plame UWeath, the delicacy of the Fringed Heath lyrtle and the Thryptomenc, 
the luxuricnt growth of the Pine Heath, the beauty of the Golden Heath and of 
course, the splendour of tho orchids, two species of which we had not gcon be - 
fore. But the masses of golden wattles were 2 continuous enjoyment. We identif-— 
ied twenty specics not counting Cootamundre and Early Black Wattle which had 
been introduced to the areca and added to the beauty. 


Five of the specics were now to us ond some of our local species varicd 
greatly, especially the Sallow Wattle which had much broader leaves and grew in 
profusion. “he Spreading Wattle there is not as colourful as ours, its flowers 
are a delicate yellow and the phyllodes are shorter and stiffer. 


You could travel for miles and not be out of sight of a wattle. 
We were pleased to find the besutiful treos of Wirilda and at Mt. Arapiles the 
Rock Wattle and the Wallowa grow. Whatever your preference in wattles, be 
it feathery phyllodes ore cntire, shapod or simple,.with flowers in balls, cat- 
kins or spikes, I venture to say all combinations wore represented in the 
Grampicns. 
Bon, Thompson 


WATTLE GOLD 


This week I set out to count my gold,. my Scptombor vattles. 17/9/71. 
There are some 30 specics all told in park or garden, totalling about 80 trecs 
and shrubs, from infants up to 6s years of age. I shall call thom by their 
proper names, it is good practice for me ond for you who have to look them up! | 
They are some of them fading now but they came and went, since the end of June, 
in something like this order. Podalyrifolic, pyensntha, baileyana, iteaphylla, 
stricta; mucronate, Rubida, buxifclia, howittii, pravissima, cardiophylla, 
vestita,aculcatissime, boormanii, and at its best nowacinaceca, 
Perhaps fairest of all was the best and biggest of 10 howittii. 20 ft. cach way, 
lowest brenches at ground level, there wasnt room for anothor palo fluffy 
blossom. The tree looked like a giant fleece of wool, rolled properly inside 
out, Dry winters favour wattles. - 


irs. W. Lyndon 


‘ARBORETUM NOTES" 


Speculation as to whether the mass of warmed water in the Hazelwood cool— 
ing pond would hove a "Gulf Stream" effoct on the climate in the immediate 
vicinity or at least ameliorate the severity of frosts which had had such a det- 
rimental effect on the carlifr plantings at the Arboretum, scoms to havo been 
~ resolved in the negative. 


With the Hazelwood Power Station completed, and in full operation, and 
pouring a huge volume of hot water into the pond, the matter was put to the test 
early in July of 1971, when a very heavy frost occured over Gippsland. 


Contd..ece 


- age igh na nmin pele 
Fe tine cae bby 


ROT OR lt is PONY: 2. 2 ete ny wing tise, i eet ae Myo ave 


P a, | e 
renting a... 34 


tee Ex 
. 


; ara ide dhe 
be! “Ser kare? 


ay. 


ats Baie fe 265 Fae 

ft Say oo i ty oe Wm 
Pe Dey AD. een robs [<5 

fee Oe ler roG = 


ites Fay Jom see 
. fie ek Be ai ee = 


4 ae 
Wet ane 


—_ 
a Os 
Daf 

—e .. ‘ — 


oie 12a ee 


oak 


bg ”’ 


q°% 


deed web - ae 
i heres Ne 


a ip; “ 
; SAVES AST 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (4) Issuc_No. 98 February 1972 


Zo Poa ade ig ho os Ree tt Meee ie gee ee LS oe 
... ARBORBTUM-NOTES Contd... 


SG As a result, six young Hoelalouca nesophila 2 to 3 ft. high, planted in 
October 1969, and which had come through their first winter unscathed, wore 
severely frost-bitton, and their recovery is doubtrul. 

Soveral other Molaleucas, Acacias and Eucalypts planted at the same time suffer- 
ed tip domage. 


Prosumably, undor the still conditions which permit frosts, the warned 
air over the pond rises vertically, without any lateral spread at all.. 
The only timc the arboretum would fecol any effect would be whon cast or south 
winds carry the warmed air in its direction. 


Bob Auchterlonic. 


— 


NEW BOOKS ON NATURAL HISTORY . 


Amongst the many beautiful new books on Naturel History boing published 
at presont it is not casy to choose the best, and unfortunately "the best" is 
often cxponsive, so an indication of some of the outstending books (irrespective 
of pricc, though it must be ) may be uscful. 


On general plents Flowers and Plants of Victoria( Cochrane, Furher, 
Rotheram and Willis) obtainable at a concession prico from the Ficld Naturalists 
Club of Victoria is still outstanding, and for specialists Orchids of Australia 
(Nichclls) is unequalled. It has now boon reduced in some places from $50.00 

to $1 2eb0 : . ; 

Taree bird books of note aro Birds of the High Vountry(C.S.1.R.0.), 
vol.1(Perching Birds)of Birds of Australia, and the less expensive book publish— 
oad by tho Bird Observers Club Australian Plycatchers ( Brigadier Officer) which 
is as beautifully illustrated as his carlier book on Honeyeaters and covers 
nany specics related to flycatchers, such 2s robins and fantails. 


An outstanding butterfly book Butterflics of Australia, by licCubbin, 
hes recently been published by Nelsons. It is oxpensive ($28.00) but uncqualled 
anongst our butterfly books in the beauty ond accuracy of its paintings of 


putterflios, their food plants, habitat, ond often their caterpillars. 

Less cxpensive and of less gcope, but reliable and well illustrated are — 
books on spiders, orchids, birds ctc. in a2 series published by Recds at$35.90, 
ond books of the Periwinklo books($1.50) are varied quality but most are very 
good indecd. one of the best is Wildflowers of South -cast Australia. 


Jeon Galbraith. 


NESTING SOUNGLARKS 


31.10.71. The Rufous Songlark has been, all daylong, literally flying between 
the cloctric light wire and tho Red Box, and singing both when flying and porch- 
ing. I think he is proclaiming his territory as I never sce two. Hrs. Songlark 
is probably sitting. I saw one of thom rise from the long grass one ovening, 
shore I had beon slashing Oat-grass now about 3ft. high. I711 have to bo carc— 
ful in case the nest is in it. 

Dee Mieuiili oe ok know where the Songlark's nest is - fortunately I found it before 

I begen to slash thegrass round it. I havent locked at it because L don't want 
to distress the ACen HERES Hotes from Miss Rossitor 
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 TIELD NATURALISTS * ALPINE WEEKEND 


lit. Howitt was the destination chosen for 2 campout on the Australis 
Day weekend by Bairnsdale and Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists' Clubs. 
19 nenbers of the Bairmsdale Club participated in the long awaited event, hoping 
for better weather than last year when floods forced cancellation of the trip. 


ftie road from Licola followod the Wellington River for many miles, then 
as it rose higher magnificent views were obtained through the trees of mountain 
and valley. A brief stop twas made at Bennison Lookout where range Bese ronge 
of blue peaks were wreathed in lei anouds 


Both sides of the road were lined with dense forest consisting mainly 
of young =lpine Ash with blue grey foliage, ond smooth, white trunked Candle- 
barks. lany of the hillsides were 2 deop pink hage, due to the thick carpet 
of Trigger Plants. 


Higher up, the forest changed to Snow Guns inters persed with open plains 
nade colourful by the many wildflowers blooming- mauve, white, yellow end pink 
conposites(daisy fmily) and ycllow peas, After ashort browse in one area, the 

party continued on to the Snowy Range Airstrip - elevation 5,300ft. where stunted 
shrubs of Yollow Kunzea were seen. Ivy Goodenia, Mountain Heath-nyrtle, Alpine 
Podolepis , Billy Buttons, Purple Eycbright, Buttercup, Yam, Bluebell, Silver 
and mauve daisies were growing in among the wiry grey-green tussocks of Snow 
grass. Soon the first clumps of Royal Blucbells were scen beside the road— 

decp, rich purple 1" star flowers on slender stems —- a royal sight indecd. 


Late in the afternoon the group arrived at their destination to find on 
assortment of tents, vehicles and caravans fron L.V.P.N.C. already oncircling 
Howitt Hut. Tonts were soon erected with the aid of willing helpers, and the 
evening meal rapidly devoured by the hungry travellers. ‘oon after dark the 
flickering red glow of a number of campfires could be scon dotted about the site. 


After breakfast on Sunday norming some of the naturalists wandered dovm 
to the little creck below the camp where Alpine Leek Orchid, and a fine specinen 
of Swan Greconhood with 12 flowers and several buds on the stem, were found, 


After a short drive along the Macalistor Springs track it becane too 
rocky for ordinary vchicles to proceed, so cars were parked, packs, cameras and 
lunches shouldered, and the party set off 9n foot for the 4milo trek to the 
5,715 ft. summit of lit. Howitt along a well used track. 


in places the low shrubs of white to pale mauve flewered Alpine Mint 
Bush formed dense patches under the gnarled white trunks of the Snow Guns on 
both sides of the track, Other small shrubs were Mountain Shaggy Pea, Alpine 
Orites, Tall Riceflower and eer Plun Pinc, 2 slow growing conifer; snaller 
plants included Alpine Greenhood, Mauve Leck Orchid, Potato Orchid, Buttercup, 
Variable Groundsel, Derwent ee Golden Wather Glass ILS, Ivy leaf 
and little saat, the latter dense masses of +" dark pric and white flowers. 
Prostrate mats of perfumed, crean flowered pane Stackhousia and crecping Fan- 
flower with small nauve flowers, were found in a small danp depression; whilst 
both sides of a steeper, rocky part of the track were bordered by Tasman Flax 


“Lily in full bloom. Tho dainty dcop blue star flowers with ycllow stamens later 


give way to very beautiful dark metallic bluc berrics. 


; CONT estan 
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FIELD NATURALISTS' ALPINE WEEKEND co ntd... 


Lunch was caten on agrassy flat beside the newly completed Vallejo 
Gantner Lonorial Hut, en unusual modern structure with steeply pitched copper 
roof almost reaching the ground. The hut looks out across the mountains and was 
erected in menory of a young nan who dicd in 1962. 

From the rocky ledge in front of the hut wrtics of walkers could bo soon clinb- 
ing thetrack and strung out out across the ridge leading to the summit, 

A few yards dovm at Macalister *prings, a party of walkers rested and soveral 
tents had been pitched in this cool, sholtercd spot. Other camps had been passed 
further back along the track and several parties of walkers wore encountered, 


giving some idea of the popularity of the nountain,. 


4 pause was made at Terrible Hollow, where a few dwarf bushes of Crowea 
exalata bore deep pink star flowers, to take in the mountain top views with the 
gully far below and the rock ledges of the Devil's Staircase spiralling dovm 
the opposite slope. 


Despite the soverity of the alpine clinate - constant strong winds ,. 
snow ond frost in winter, a short growing scason and exposure to hotsun in the 
summer — the flora is very colourful and distinctive and many ofthe species are 
only found above 4,000ft. Temperature fluctuations are oxtrene —- burning sun 
beats dovm through the thin nountain air during the day, but at night it may 
becone extremely cold. To survive in such a harsh environnent alpine plants 
have developed a dwarf or prostrate growth habit to give protcetion fron tho 
wihds and shifting soils; others have snall, hairy or leathery leaves to reduce 
noisture loss fron evaporation. 


Clinbing higher , the party frequently stopped to botanise anong the 
wildflowers beside the track . On top of the plateeu a fow carly flowering: 
Gentians were found, together with Colobm th, Alpine Celery and Ycollow Kunzea, 
here a prostrate rock hugging plant but lowor dow the mountain a shrub several 
feet high. A numbor of beautiful black and grecn Macleay's Swallowtail butter- 
flics flitted gracefully ebout in the light breeze. 


Ht. Howitt is part of tho Great Dividing Range and tho breathtaking 
penorana fron the summit provided those who undortook the final climb with a 
memorable sight. One had the oxhileorating fecling of boing on top of tho world, 
surrounded in every direction by sow - toothed peaks shinnering in the haze. 
Mounts Buller, Skene, McDonald and Wellington, Snowy Bluff and the Viking wero 
just a few of those identified. 


. Far below on the opposite slope, logging had beon taking place and the 
red brovm carth lay scarred cnd bare with only a fow trees still stending , in 
contrast to the green all eround. 


Relunctantly the group turned and retraced their steps to the cars 
where they arrived hot and dusty. After a bricf spell at the camp two of the 
younger members followed the nearby crock to there it had carvod a gorge with 
high grey’ rock walls and small waterfalls. ‘The uncommon Pinger Ferm with tiny 
inch long strap - shaped fronds was growing on mossy parts of the rock face; 
other ferns were Connon Splecnvwort, Brittle Bladdor and Alpine Water I'orns, 
Mountain Plum Pine end Alpine Bottlebrush wero growing in this area, the latter 
with small yollow brushes , while Alpine and Swan Grcenhoods were found nearby. 


contd. eee 
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_, SYISLD NATURALISTS! WEEKEND. contd... 


; Birdwatchers were rather disappointed at the few species secon. 

Crinson Rosella, Red Wattle Bird, Spur Winged Plover, Flame Robin, Satin lly- 
catcher, fomale Pink Robin, Scarlet Robin feeding young, Black Faccd Cuckoo 
Shrike, Gang Gang Cockatoo,White Browed Scrub Wren and Yellow Faced Honeyeaters 3 
theonly really plentiful birds were the Pipits. 


lionday morning found many of the campers busy disnantling tonts and 
packing for the journey hone. Club Vice President L.Lees thanked lr, AlantMorrison 
for his help in arranging details of the campout and in leading the party on the 
previous days walk to Mt. Howitt; aftor the final farewells, the convoy of 
vehicles noved slowly dovm the road until the third cattle grid was reached. 
A short valk through the bush led to a view point overlooking the rugged, perp— 
endicular cliffs of Bryce's Gorge, where a small waterfall could be scen far 
below. ; Ss 
The gorge is thought to be naned after John Willian Bryco who went into partner 
ship with Wonnangatta Station's original settler, an Ancrican nanecd Oliver snith, 
about 1861 end bought out Smith's interest soon aftervards. may ae 
The Bryce fanily lived in tho isolated Wonnangatta Valley — a few miles beyond 
these nountains for many ycars until the property was bought by outsiders after 
lirs. Bryce's death in 1913, 


\ nunbor of shapoley bushes of Hakea Lissosperna were growing nearby, 
together with the 2"high stems of the orchid Prasophyliun donsun packed with 
tiny chocolate brown flowers. peg art 


Growing further down. under the trees were leafy Bossiaca, Phaggy Peay: 
Pink Ricoflowor, Trigger Pjants, Common Bird Orchid, Mountain Caladonia, Sumner, 
Swan and .lpine Greenhoods, Dotted Sun Orchid and a colony of Elbow Orchids. | 


411 too soon it was time to rejoin the cars; the wockend had been far 
too short to sample more than a few of the attractions offercd by this areca, 
onee so remote but now casily accessibic, In fact it only sorved to whet the | | 
appetite to discover more of the dolights of Mt, Howitt. 

Miss. D.Quinton 
Publicity officer Bairnsdale F.i.C. 


SOME OPSURE PUNGL 


On the club excursion to South Cascade 29/5/71, vhile waiting for the 
party: to onerge fron the-bdush, I collected an odd looking group of rather wilted 
brown toadstools from the top of a tree fern trunk. They were Hemsec e that 
they were dotted all over cap and sten with bright orange dots. They went into 
Qa matchbox in ny bag and were forgotten. he eae 
ez, Under the microscope the dots resolved thonselves into clear orange _ 
“toordrops" with sone silvery hairs, apparently parasitic on the gilled fungi. 
Thoy wore sont to Mr. Willis and thence 3 Be oe emigerrmne at Uelbourne 
Uni i The nane duly came back from Professor Pai ; . 
Te aa oe hue ese enna first Australian collection ". Unfortunttcly I 
have so far failed to catch up with then injeny literature a MIEN nor have 
Iso far carricd out ny good intention of writing for more information. 


E,Lyndon 
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NOTES FROM EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 6th. 1972 


Jim Peterson Memorial Caim. Sandstone has been collected for facing the caim. 
Mr. Moretti and ifr, poles! will negotiate with the person engaged to do the work 


. Australicn Orchids Vol. 2. We had been advised by Rigby Ltd. that this book. 
was available at the reduced price of $4.95. 
Further details from the Scerctary, 


Conservation Council of Victoria will hold their annual mocting on March 17th. 
at the Shell. Thoeatrette Williom St Melbourne. 
A film of Pesticides will be show. 


Natural History Medallion. Nominations for 1972 are open. 

No decision made at presont » we nay support other nominations but left to } 

later datefor final decision. | 
Miss Jean Galbraith is cur clubs representative at the meotings of this committee 


Reserve ot Traralgon Youth. Correspondenee received regarding this area. 


Western Victoria F.N.C. A letter received suggesting a co-ordinating body for 
all clubs with TERS) FS in Natural History. Yhould be of benefit to all clubs. 
Invitation to send observers to meoting at Ararat on 15th. April 1972 

Excursion to Mt. Cole on Sunday16th. April, 

The meeting felt thet perhaps we should do more to Coen ate our owm Cineaiend 
clubs before going further eficld. More combined mectings and excursions would 
‘holp in this respect. 


Election of Office Bearers Mombers are reminded that at the Annual Mecting 
they will be required to nominate one Vice President, and one Secretary. _ | 
Nomination forms will be enclosed in iiarch issue of “hs Naturalist. LAs 


National Parks Association Correspondence received informing us of the activitics 
of this association, will be tabled at the next mecting for any member who would 
like to peruse same. 


Tho Stecl Can Plan for Conservation . A booklet from this organisation was most 
interesting. What to do with all the cens is a problem for most people. 

It was decided that a letter be sent to this organisation with some ideas that 
were brought forvard at iS) ST He Booklot will be tabled at next meeting. 


Rudd Rudd Conpboll ‘Womorial at Wyporfela lintional Park, Someof our nombers will have 
met the late lr. Campbell and will be pleased to contribute in some way to the 
fund, which will provide a museum at Wyperfeld. 

Contributions will be received at the next meeting of L.V.I.N.C. 


Programme. As the business alroady had taken long past our timo it was decided © 
to hold a special mecting on Feb.15th. to discuss this matter. 
Mecting will be held ct the "Thompsons" Traralgon South. 


Noxt Executive Mocting will be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs, Sterkenburg 
corner of Watsons Road and Frinces Gace 1y Moe, Tucsday: 29th. sistitsy at 7.30pm. 


Supper. Roster Pobxruary 25th. . lirs Sterkenburg, lirs. Branson. : 


PHOTOPLORA 72. Tickets will be available at the noxt nocting. — 
Posters are to be placed in strategic ee the ‘towns 
of the ERAN Valloy. — 


Lataobe Valley Naturalist. 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: ix, 5. Bolgraver, 
179 Lloyd Strect, 
Moce 5825. 
Moctings cormence at 7.30 pen. on the 4th Friday each nonth 
at tho Yallourn State School, XALLOURN. 


SALE FIN.C. : i 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K, Newmhan, 


Sale, 3850 fol, Sale 441406 
Mectings commence at 8,00 p.m. on the Ist, Friday cach month 
at the C.W.A, Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mes, M. Wood, 
13 Lafayette Senet 


Traralgon. 3844. Tol, T'gon 72117 
Meetings corence at 8.00 pen. on the ist. Friday each nonth 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL FNC. 


Honorary Secrotarys Mx. J. Brooks,’ 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820 Tol, W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m, on the 3rd. Friday each nonth 
at the Albort St, State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valloy Ficld Naturalists’ Club. Contributions on any aspect 
or branch of natural history are invited fron nenbers of all clubs 


SIG TAMSIN! We) SEE ASISEIEN ee Honorary Editor (Mrs. Padficld) 
42 Stezelecki Rd, 
YaLllourn 3838 


Please endorse envelope; At COnS Valley Naturalist. 
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lirs. E, Lubecke, 
{22a Helon St. 
Moxwell. 3840 
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ADDRESS BY UR. A. MORRISON LV. PLN. C.MEBPING 25th. FEBRUARY 1972 
UNCOMMON NATIVE PLANTS. 


“fir. Alan Morrison treated us to a very interesting and informative talk 
on "Uncommon Native Plants of Victoria". He showed slides of plants from the 
whole of the state from the Mallee, the Little Desert, through Western Victoria, 
the Grampians, Hast Gippslond and, the most specialised arcas of all, the sub-— 
alpine and alpine areas. Mr. Morrison explained that while some of the plants 
are not classified as rare they are in very selected areas and, while perhaps 
plentiful there, are very rare clsewhore. Also the season can affect the 
flowers. Where one year flowers are plentiful, the following year they may be 
very few. This applies particularly to the alpine plants Aiea have a very short 
flowering scason. : 


The slides commenced with a carrion fungi, the Red Star. Next a lovely 
Morell from the Little Desert and others. Then a beautiful example of the 
Adder's Tongues vith their fruiting bodies; the rare Moonwort; the tiny finger 
fern Granmitis armstrongii; clubmosses and other ferns. 


liz. Morrison then moved on to the lilics, among vhich he showed ‘slides ~ 
of varying wognification of the Tall Astelia which grows about 6 feet high, 
having male and female flowers finally producing lovely orange berries. 
This ‘plent is only knovm from about three areas. The Garland Lily, Wooly Water 
Lily and others, some with delightful berrics followed. 


As the plants were shovm according to the systematic arrangement of the 
families, the next group was orchids. As usual this group held fascination for 
everybody with the variety of form. ‘Twentysix specics were illustrated, : 
including some that are only scen by people prepared to spend long hours scarch- 
ing or with an eagle cye for variations from the usual. 


Banksia canoi, named after Mr, Canc of Maffra, was photographed at 
Walgulmerang. the beauty of the Gippsland Waratah was displaycd. 
Amongst the Wild Cherry group was a "Common" Sourbush (Gime cet glomoratum) 
that is lnowm by only one plant in the whole ‘of the Little Desort. 
The Alpine Colobanthus, with which wo bocame familiar at iit. Howitt, was a _, 
lovely slide for such a small flowor. Tho Tufted pitentanty and the Alpine Marsh— 
marigold, of which we only saw the leaves and fruit at iit. Howitt, were igeatels) Se ifede 
in full floral glory. 
Miso there wore tho beautiful borries of the llountain Pepper. The Orange Bell- 
Climber(liarianthus bignoniaccus) from the Grampians, was so different from the 
White Marianth of local arcas. Also from the Grampians was the Rosy Bush—pea 
(Pultonaca subalpina) with its mass of rose coloured pea flowors which were 
much admired, The White Oxalis or Alpine Wood-sorrel was opportune as it was 
found next day at lit. St.Gwinear, but unfortunately not in bloom. 


Boronias from alpine and desert areas, Native Passion-flowers and the 
Baw Baw Borry all had their ovm appeal. Then followed the heaths, mint—bushes, 
tiny creeping Coprosma of Baw Baw, an unusual form of Trigger Plant and finally 
a beautiful white daisy represented the compositac to complete tho evening. 
The applause expressed the onjoyment of all present. 


Bon Thompson. 
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_SXCURSION TO MT. ST. GVIEAR 26th February 1972 


a It was a beautiful day and 43 mombers and frionds met at Parker'scorner 
Unfortunately theThompson Valley Road had had much attention by the road gang 
and was rather soft with deep ruts in some sections. However everybody nogot— 
dated the difficult areas and arrived at Rocky Knob safely. The view here was 
typical of the mountain views in the aroa. The cavalcade continued on as far 
as the road to lit. St. Gvinear permitted. 

Arriving at the parking area at about 11o'clock it was decided to have a meal 
then rather than carry it up the mount. Thus fortificd most people wended their 
way up the_rocky track. One car carried those who preferred to ride part ofthe 
up ond later ir. Lambert arrived in his land rover and took other monbers right 
to the top. Peas 
There was much to interest everyone. There wore scvoral sphagnum bog 
areas which delayed some members. In those areas were ferns, Clubmosses, Orchids, 
Baw Baw Berry, Gentians, Eycbrights, Fan Flowors and many little "mat"plm ts. 
Amongst the more conspicuous shrubs were threo Daisy-bushes(Olcarin micola, 
O-phlogapappa var. flavescons and O.megalophylla), Mountain Hoath-myrtle | x 

(Baeckea utilis), Alpino Bverlasting (Helichrysum hookeri),Mountain Pepper and 
the Orites. Only three species of orchids were scon flowering — Sutton Leck 
Orchid, Veined Sun Orchid and the Alpine Greenhood. Snow daisics and Trigger 
plants were everywhere with many other small plants. From the top of fit. St. . 
Gwinear a paorama of mountain peaks from lit. Baw Baw to Ben Gruachan were 
visible, ; 
A few of the more hardy walkers descended dom the other side of the mount 
into mother bog arca, Hore plants of the White Oxalis, the Alpino Marsh - 
marigold, the Sproading Coprosma and tho Tree Violct were found. 

Finally everyone returned to the cars and a further meal was enjoyed. ray 
all declared it a very satisfactory excursion. Approximately 70 species of 
plants were identified for the areca at and above the first bog. We think this 
would be cout 4,500 ft. and upwards. es ee 


- Although birds were. not plentiful, especinlly to the botanists, with Mrs. 
Webb's help, I saw Goldfinches, Honcyeator (Iforgot vzhich one), a Grey Currawong 
and abrovm Goshawk. Other members enjoyed the pleasure of watching a Flame Robin 
catching insects on the track. White-cared Honeycaters, Lyrebirds and 
Yellow - tailed Black Cockatoos wore also heard. 


It gave us special pleasure to welcome members of tho Sale F.N.C. who 
joined us on the excursion. 


Bon Thompson 


BIRD NOTES | 


On a trip.to the Aida River February 12th there wore numerous magpics. 
There were 120 birds on tho bitumen part of the road, 25 in one group. 
After entcring the bush I saw innumerable pairs of Crimson Roscllas all in 
adult plumage. Evidently they were matrimonally inclined as there were no single 
birds. I concluded that they were still courting as there wore no young ones to 
be scon(usual nesting time is in January). : 
Although I only si ghted two Lyrebirds they were in full song. Is this alittle 


ea 7 i ‘ 
carly ser ene TALES | H.H.Simpson(Warragul F.N.C.) 
ite Viewer, 
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xvcour or VISIT OF A POWIRFUL ow 


“~ 


On Saturday, 4th September, at about 3.30in the afternoon; ma next door 
neighbours! tee nage daughter came running in to tell me that there was a very 
large owl sitting low dovm in a black wattle almost right alongside ees house. 
They hed just arrived for a weekend visit. I went dowm and was thrilled to sec, 
sitting only about cight fect up, a mature Powerful Owl clutching in its talons 
the remains of a Fluffy Glider. 


- . This owl was the first I had seen outside a cage. My husband ait i had 
heard what we thought might be Powerful Owls calling from the side of It. Bon 
Cairn. We knew from reading David Floeay's wonderful book," Wightwatchmen of 
Bush and Plain", that at one time the mountains of our district were their hone, 
but this was ne first time I had the privelege of secing a froe flying member 
of this. largest of owls. 


the bird made no attempt to fly avay, Suaven we approached very close, 
It was obviously axmare of ourpresconce, sseRE Sheps us carcfully with its lovely 
eyes. tt appeared vory. hoalthy. 


I watched it consistently until 9pm.I then approached perhaps EBT lies 
too closely, for it flew off into the top of a largo gum about 150 ft. aay. .. . 
I was tempted to knock dovm the romains of the glidor but. thought a tio leave - 
the skin and tail, which secmed to be-all that was loft, in case the bird 
returned to its prey. I then scarched the ground to sec if the owl had throvm: up . 
a casting and found & small one consisting of small bones and fur. 


Noxt morning, my young neighbour told me the body of a baby glider: was 
lying on the ground. Sinco I have received much help in the past fron iliss Joan 
Dixon, Curator of Mammals at the Notional Museum, I thought I would collect the 
corpse in caso she might.be interested in it. The infont wes without fur, a male. 
I thought it was dead, but about an hour later say that there vas a spark of life. 
Which I tricd in vain. to fan. I presented the small body to Miss Dixon. 


On the provious Thursday my fricnd and neighbour, Miss P.Kemp, had secon 
the large bird flying over her property, which is across the Don River from our 
Home. Although she has lived in the district for a number of years, this is. the 
first time sho’ has seon 4 Poworfu}k Owl. 


Since our 'Possum pa ae is still disturbed, we feol the eye still 
ans In fact, before we saw the owl, the ‘possums had been behaving in a diff— 
ront pattorn eae Ase) thoug be . fox night havo been hunting them, but it ‘could 

nave Bron eho: (Ovd, : 


irs. D.B. Thompsons: 


THE DARGO WILLOW TRB 


“The undeseribed willow-horb collceted on Tenteyi'e 2 pla “ain iniathy (Gureoanty 
campout three yoars ago has now been deseribed and Sub ESee, by Dr. Raven, a 
world Guohoraty on the genus EPTLOBIUM. 


It willl beknovm as Epilobium willisii Carpet Willow-herb.. Notes on tho 
little plant with a general description ‘appeared in the L.V.Naturalist for May 
1976. Our club is pleased and proud th know that. the first Victorian flowering 


plant to be named after itr. Willis was found By: US. 
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ene THE TRACK. 

The noming was cold and grey after welcone rains. As I boarded the 
train I renenbered the words of a fellow bird-o "Got quite a good bimlelist 
through the train window", I decided to see what I could record. 

Flocks of grey and pink galahs decorated dead trees. Sone flew slowly 
alongside the train. A pair of black ducks heaved themselves into the air at 
the sound of the train and a group of red~backed parrots rose to the trecs. 

Then the sun rose and lent colour and wamth to the scene where many 
ewes had Ilanbs, Spum-< winged Plovers and a pair of white faced herons fod 
anongst the cattle, white in a swanpy areca two black swans floated pceaccfully, 
while a little picd comorant landed on a stump in a dan, probably socking his 
breakfast. There were nore red=backed parrots now with six or seven Eastem 
Roscllas anongst then, 

YWhere the tran passed bushland there were flocks of whito-winged 
choughs busily raking the debris for a neal. 

Near the Goulburn river a flock of about twenty straw-necked Ibis rose 
fron a lagoon while a lone white Ibis renained feeding, and near Soynour the 
low pale yellow spreading wattle was in full flower, There too dark green 
“foliage of golden wattle was plentiful and I spotted a brongowing pigeon. 

One station garden proudly displayed six shapely cootanundra wattles and 
& neatly kept lavm on which sone picd currayongs ate scraps. They aro great 
scavangers, Anongst the snaller birds were sone flane robins, two pipits and 
welcone swallows, several flocks of white cockatoos circled above the train. 
They were snow white against the grey clouds. 

Now closer to Melbourne, Indian Mynas are plontiful ae sparrows and 


See are also the Magpics, nudlarks and Willic Wagtails which we tond 
to take for granted, A nankeen kestrel and another bird of proy which I 
couldn't identify were perched on a telephone line along the wey. Close to 
Melboume there are banks of thistles along the way, but hardly a shrub to bo 
seen. Donestic pigeons are perched on wires and roofs, If only developers 
would leave sone trees} A great flock of pigeons is swooping and whcoling at 
the nonent. One minute they are dark grey, thon white. They remind me of the 
galahs that wheel over the flat northern plains, 
My trip has ended and I have quite a respectable bird list. 


Biocon Collins (travelling from Chiltem to Mclboume). 
What sort of bird list have other travollers? Can they enulate this? Ed, 


ac 


ae 


BIRD NOTE. 

During our 2¢ years residence up here on the hill near the. park in 
Leongatha ny notebook informs ne thet thirty different species of birds have 
been noted in the garden, that is, thirty indigenous kinds as well as at least 
six naturalised introductions. Three tines in that period a goshavwk has chased 
a screeching nynah or blackbird on to the back porch, Three tincs, too, has our 
neighbor pursued his unwilling "pet" galah through our prenisos, (Finally it did 
nenage to disappear for good,) Many other birds such as plovers, ibis md spoon 
bills swifts, herons, falcons, black cockatoos and even wedgo-tailed eagles havo 
been seen passing over, During this cold June the crescent and the whito~cared 
honeycaters have been conpeting with the wattlebirds for the honoy jars, One 
whito~car that we know as Bobby has lost all its tail feathers, no doubt thoy 
were tweaked out by those rude wattlebirds, This tailleoss condition gives it 
a rather exciting shapo, as if a strange new bird had cone to tom. Necdloss to 
gay, a set of new quills is well under way. E. do 
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THREE WILD VIOLETS, 


Amongst many flowers enjoyed during the Mt. Howitt campout, the thousands 
of violots attracted many peoples attention. Purple Violets, (Viola betonicifolia) 
wore numerous andthoir long—stalked mauve to purple flowers, as big as many 
garden violets, were more conspicuous than thoir relatively narrow leaves, 
several times long 2s wide. 


Ivy-leaf Violets, (V,hederacca) were in thousands under the N ovguns, 
their flowers, as usual in tho mountains, very much largor than in the lowland 
form which is usually white stred&ocd or suffuscd with lilac or purple, while 
those in the mountains are docp purple cdged with white and commonly up to iin. 
across. Their leaves, especially in high places, are more or less croscent 
shaped,indented at the junction of stalk and blade, wider than long and often 
large. I moasured one at Macallister Springs, almost 2 inchos across but under 
an inch long(ic. from base to apex) 


Tiny Violct,(V.sicboriana) is well named. Its tiny purple flowers, 
miniatures of V.hederacea arc ofton only 1/8in.across on yin. stalks, and their 
proportionately small loaves are somewhat fan-shaped with the blade coming down 
not up, to join the stalk. 


. Purple Violots were dotted overywhere, on snow plains, in Snovw Gum 
woodland and near bogs: Thousands of Ivy~loaf Violets looked up, almost liko 
little bicoloured pmsics, from snowgrass especially in woodlands but widespread- 
in other places also; yot I think the Tiny Violots attracted our attention most 
of all, millions of little purple and white sparks along the edges od dricd 
water-pans -— as woll as in sheets covering whole hollows, or mixed with dwarf 
buttercups and other small species. "Liillions" is no exaggeration. They wore 
flowering on covery snowplain and often in the woodland as well andit would have 
beon hard to count theflowors in one small patch. 


There is another specios, Swamp Violet, (V.caleyana) with large leaves 
indented at the base, but it cannot be confused with V.hederacea forit has 
branched leafy stems , and is more aplant of streams in hilly country than of 
mountains, The other three specics have basal leaves only. Its leaves are more 
triangular than those of Ivy—loaf Violet, and we did not sce it in the Howitt 
region where all our other Victorian violets were so abundant. 


BIRDS ON A HOT pAY (BEECHWORTH) 


We had our bird day at the farm and saw 50 species. Rainbow Birds and 
Dusky Woodsiallows were plentiful. They are beautiful birds to watch in the air, 
Wo gaw all the birds I hoped to sec except Peaceful Doves, Hooded Robins and 
Rufous Song-larks. We think the latter must have gone avay, but I did sce them 
there carly in January ... I layed in the creek for half an hour and watched 
Yollow -tufted Honoyeaters crossing over above mo and flocks of tiny Firctails 
bathing and three little Dottrels running and bowing on the sand marging— 
As we walked up the creck wo came to where alarge Brovm Bittern walked slowly. 
. We saw his markings very woll , thoy are beautiful. 


ley Galbraith 
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PETERSON'S LOOKOUT 


Plans are complete for the memorial to our friend Jim Peterson. 
Members have collected the stone end Mr. Moretti and Mr. Lambert have completed 
the foundation ond will build the pedestal. The ange rUD LON will be on a block 
of polished granite. 
Expenses for the inscription, cement ete. will be SnpiaeR SEER 30.00. 
Those who wish to share in this momorial to one to whom the Club owos so much 
may give their contributions to the President at the March meeting or aoe then 


yrenscuaps wale On 130 Princes Highway, TRARALGOM 5844, 


SWIFT MOTH FROM ROCKY Ki08 


On 26/2/72, during the excursion to the Baw Baws, Mr. Lubcke collected 
a large groy moth with some white markings on the forewings. On looking in 
Common's handy little "Australian Moths", one of the Jacaranda pocket guides, 
we found that this wag one of the Swift Moths that inhabit Southern Australia, 
one of some sixtcen large grey or browm specics with various silvery markings 
on forewings. The upper wing is cquipped with a small hook, or jugum, that clips 
into the lower wing. : 


The larvae form silk-lined tunnels in the soil, sometimes quite decp, 
leading to the roots of the gum troes on which they feed, and the big moths 
usually me out after heavy rains. ‘The brow pupal ceses are often noticed 
protruding from the soil after the moths have flowm. to doubt many of these 
larvac arc parasitised by the fungus Heeb ig and tur into the BABBLING 
Vegetable Caterpillars. 


The moth usually scen here is_Trictena argontata, a furry sleepy creature 
with wings folded tentwise over the body. Ithss very beautiful antennac that 
are said to be tripectcnate, that. is, toothed like a comb, each tooth thrice 
divided, Although so sluggish during da ylight hours they-are fast fliers by n 
night and come frecly to light. 


B. Lyndon 


SOUNDS IN THE WIGHT 


On Thursday night February 24th, I was wakened by 2 tapping noisc; 
thinking at first it was moths coming against the window, but after listcning 
for a while decided that the noise was not aonGue from the window. 

E switched on the light and saw two fairly large hairy spiders on the wall near 
a box of books. 

After watching thom I noticed the larger one lifting itself on its legs 

and dropping back quickly on the wall, producing the tepping noise. 

The spider repeated this action several times and. then approached tho othox 

one slowly and ccutiously and the tyvo of them beceme entiined and dropped off 
the wall into the box of books. 

I was interested to sce what happened:, so looking intothe box, the spiders 
gscomed to become avare of my prescence and scuttled away behind some furniture. 
I wonder if other poople have seen or hoard these spiders making tapping noises. 


John W. Brewster 
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Specimen Table... ..: ; j January 2ist. 1972. 


? Selection of small plants mostly from Anderson's Track area, supplied 
by Miss Jean Galbraith. 


Goodenia gracilis Pratia pedunculata (Blue flowers) 
liitrasacme serpyllifolia Pratia pedunculata (Alpine form ) - 
Centella asciatica from Connors Plains. 

Ilazus pumilio ‘Pratia surrepens from Lost Plain. 
Lobelia alata Gratiolaperuvinia var. pumilia 


iyacinth Orchids(two specimens), one had many spots and was collected 
from Trafalgar. The other specimen collected from Loch Sport had no spots atall. 
ir, B.Sterkenburg supplied these specimens. 


te eet en 


Specimen Table. February 25th. 1972. 

Chrysalides of the Imperial Blue butterfly(Jalmenus evagorus), it was am 
hoped that the pupa would emerge during the evening, but we did not observe this. 

Truit of Crowea showing a beautiful pattern of superimposed stars. 

Old Lady Moth also showed beautiful markings. ; 


: PLANT DISCOVERIES Il GIPPSLAND. 

Several exciting discoveries have been made amongst E.Gippslend plants. 
during the last few months sincespring the following species, all new for Victoria 
have been recorded. . 

‘Tasmanian Waxflower, iriostemon virgatus found on Mt. Kaye(Noorimbee area): 
by Vin Barton and Keith Rogers. This is the only easter species of waxflower 
with 4 instead of 5 petals. It has very short stamen filaments and in Tasmania 
is a small shrub but on iit. Kaye grows to over 10 feet. 


Thristed iatrush, Lomandre oblique, Mt. Kaye area, Bill Cane, a distinctive 
little plant with short (usually 1-2ins. )twisted greyish leaves spreading from a 
rachis of Gins to 1ft. Itis a plant typical of the Sydney and Blue Mountains. 


; Yative Cascarilla, Croton verreauxii, north of Noorimbee, Bull Cane. 
A\ bushy shrub or small tree usually of rainforests. Itis known from nearkden 
northward to Ilorthem Territory, ond has broad lanceolate shining leaves with a 
tiny gland(like an oblong lump) at the base of each. its yellow flowers are 
minute in an erect raceme. “2 | 

Pencil Cedar or Umbrella Tree,ieghemopanax murrayil, several troes 

found in the Howe’ Ranges boyond Mallacoota by lir. R.Youl, forest officer of Cann 
River. Previously this slender 50 or 60 ft. tree, unbranched except at the very 
top and with large (often 1 or 2 ft. )pinnate leaves, was known only from rain 
forests in the Illavarra district of 1.S.W. and farther north. 


SE alee eS 
BIRDS AT MT. HOWTT . : 
Amongst the more unusual species noted ‘on Howitt Plains were Wonga Pigeons 

<ihile Stubble Quail were numerous in the valley behind Howitt Hut. 

Yellow ~ taildcd Black Cockatoos wore heard several times, and Pied Curravongs 

called evory day. ny 

At Wellington River there were Gang Gangs and many small birds , Whip—birds 

were heard. hore. 3 


cece ae nearer nem te —— 
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‘Nor oS ‘FROU EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 29th. 19 


Annual ileeting and election of office bearers. 
You are required to nominate people for the offices of 
Secretary 
3rd. Vice President 
Nomination. forms in this issue should be in the hands of the Secretary 
before commencement of the Annual Mecting, 
Notice of liotion to be put to the Annual Meeting 24th. March 1972. 
" That the annual subscription to the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist 
Club be 31.00 por family and 50 cents per single membership. 
_ Subscription to Latrobe Valley Naturalist shall be $2.00 per annum". 


signed. 0,Jhompson. 
This will be a total of $3.00 por family and $2.50 for single member, 


Members Wight will be also March 24th, Please bring slides of trip to Mt. Howitt 
or other slides of your chosing. 
Vir. T.Moretti will collect slides, 


Hazelwood Arboreteum . It was decided to ask the $.E.C.if the long grass in the 
area could be cut. : 


ldward Hunter Pool This brought about much discussion , as the Moc Council had 
convened a public mecting to discuss future management of the area. 

Decided to send a representative to the meeting, but we were not prepared to 
be part of a Committee of Management. The most that we could do was to applaud 
any action taken and act in an advisory capacity to any Committee formed,( if 
it required any assistance). 

Letter regarding this matter was read at General Mecting February 25th, 


Bus Tour Camping Safari. ir, McElroy had been making some cnquirics about costs 
for a proposed bus trip if ‘enough people were interested. 
We cannot obtain a bus during the School Holidays this year , but could have a 
pus at any other time. 

ost of bus would be $600.00 for 8 days to travel about 1200 miles. 
& 00 per day for food. This would be divided among the people travelling. 
Thirty people at least would be necessary. Please notify Secretary if you would 
be interested in the bus trip. 
Suggested areca for trip : Grampians, Little Desert, Narracoorte Caves , pega 


Next Executive Meeting will be held at the home of Irs. L.Padfield 
42 Straclecki Road, YALLOURN . March 28th. at 7.30pm. 
Supper Roster. March 24th. ; Mrs. Peterson Mrs. Thompson. 


7A NEW NATIONAL PARK 


The Organ Pipes National Park near Sydenham is the 24th, for Victoria, 
The "Orgen Pipes" along Jacksons Creck arcof ee origin, and are of consid- 
erable gcoological and scenic interest. 
Access roads are being planned, but at the present thepublic may gain acccss 
by walking from the Calder Highway. 


Latzobe Valle Naturalist. 


EI A RO OA ROR AEB EN I a mE aeccmaeeiseen enna 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
- LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. 5. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Strect, 
Moe. 3825. 
Moectings commence at 7.30 pen. on the 4th Friday each nonth 
at tho Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K. Newnhan, 
Box 302, 
sale, 3850 Tel. Sale 4471406 
Meetings comicnee at 8.00 pen. on the Ist. Friday cach nonth 
at tho C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. M. Wood, i 
13 Lafayette Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel, T*gon 72117 
Meetings conmence at 8.00 pen. on the Ist. Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mx. J. Brooks,’ 
3 Nobel Street, 


Varragul, 3820 fol. W'gul 21563 
Meetings comience at 8.00 psn. on the 3rd. Friday cach nonth 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists! Club, Contributions on any aspect 
or branch of natural history are invited from nenbers of all clubs 
made shouldbe: eceress os: ronomny Etter (Mares Padtictc) 

42 Stxrzclecki Rd, 

Yallourn 5838 


Please endorse envelope; HeEPOnOVetievenatirals ste 


Subseriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. E, Lubecke, 
{22a Holon St. 
Moxwoll. 3840 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs, Crane 
Tel, Yallourn 622215, 


REGISTERED FOR POSTING AS A PERTODICAL, CATEGORY B. 
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Dear Fellow Uaturalists, 


This issue is. somewhat of an occasion for the 'Naturalist'. 
You will have observed that this issue is No. 100, so in the following article 
we present a history of the 'Naturalist' since its inception. 
This history has beon compiled from notes compiled by Mr. Jim Peterson during 
the time he was the editor. 


During October 1963 the first copy of the Naturalist was produced 
a modest two page foolscap size. Mr. Gcerge Scanlan was cditor. At this tine 
it was knomm as Latrobe Valley Naturalists Monthly Newsletter. 
Distribution was carried out by members in each town by hand. 


Issue lico.2. the following month doubled in size and publication on a 
nonthly basis has followed since. Before long the newsletter reached six pages. 
Issue _no.18. May 1965 sai the size reduced to quarto and as a consequence the 
number of pages increased. 


Issuc Ic. 26 January 1966 saw the Flying Duck Orchid motif used for 2 cover 
design, most ably designed by Mrs. Jakobsen. This was reluctantly abznded when 
the covers were printed to comply with postal regulations. 


Issue No. 32 July 1966 was the first to use the cheaper pestal rates thus 
reducing the ccst of production. 
One monthly issue now involves 150 copics. ; 

Later lirs. Jakobson prepared oa new design for the cover incorporating 
the Flying Duck orchid, and a blick of the orchid drawing was paid for by 
personal contributions from members. The row design allowed space for inforn- 
ation required by tho Postal Department, and vas first used on the Jmuary 
1970 issue. This is the. design on the present covers. 


lir. Scanlan edited the Naturalist and, with help from the hospital staff, 
typed, duplicated ond assenbled it until after he left Yalloum, when it becane 
impracticable for him to continue because of distance. 


lir. Peterson then took over the whole of the work, and continucd it . 
with duplicating done by Tir. Sterkenburg, and addressing done by Iir. Belgraver, 
During June 1970 illhealth foreed Mr. Peterson to hand over this work to the 
Acting Editor in the person of lirs, Padficld, she became Editor in November 
1971. ; ; 
During the difficult time of Mir. Petersons illness and death, and both 


Lirs. Padficld's and lr. Sterkenburg's absence abroad members shared the work 


of producing the Waturalist, end to some extent still do so for at present 

lirs. Padficld cdits ond types it, Mr. Sterkenburg duplicates and assenbles-it, 
lir, Branson wraps, addresses and posts it. 

Because the cost cf materials and posting increased during 1970-71 the Natural- 
ist was produced at a loss. 

Mr. Brenson, obtained quotations for noterials and printing fron several firms 
and as co result of his careful costing it was decided to reduce the number 
printed coach month from 150 to 120 (which gives us a few spare copics cach month) 
and , as from the arnual mecting in March 1972, increased annual subscriptions 

to the magazine will cnsure 2 more healthy financial state. : 


contd. sce. 
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cont... HISTORY OF &.V.NATURALIST 

The Latrobe Valley Naturalist is valuable especially in a club whose 
menbers are scattered. It goes not only to Gippsland members fron Warragul to 
Wulgulmerang but others in -idelaide, Canberra, Chiltern, Beechworth, Wongaratta 
iit. Beauty, Camberwell ond Red Hill. ‘The notes and articles on local natural 
history activitics are of especial interest to those who cannot mect often but 
it has also beon honoured by contributions of world wide interest, in lir.Goodings 
report(issue 49, Jan.1968) of the first sighting of the Cabbage White Butterfly 
in Australia, and his articles on the life history hitherto unknorm of the 
Moonlight Blue Butterfly(Hypochrysops delos) in issue No.97 Jan. 1972. and of 
the carnivorous butterfly (Pscudodipsis cuprea) in issue No.95 November 1971. 


Our magazine now serves four PFicld Neturalist's Clubs and is a link with 
nany naturalists. 
ifr, Scanlan's invaluable work in beginning ond producing the Naturalist was 
rocognised when he was made a Life Member in 1970 and we know his interest in 
the club continues. 
Mr. Peterson who carricd on his work, lives in o11 our nenories, and we are 
fortunate in having in Mrs. Padficld one vho ably continues the cditorship. 


_AM APPRECTATION OF PHOTOPLORA '72. 


fron a purely statistical point of vicow, the first showing of Photoflora 
"72 held on Tuesday, March 7th. in Morwell Tovm Hall was a triumph for the 
orgonisors ond for Ginpsland field naturalists. 

jn BEC audience saw 156 ondorful coloured slides carefully 
selected from a record entry of alnost 2 thousend slidcs. 

Each slide eee was a photographic gen that onchanted viewers with 
the besuty of colour and form displayed by our native plants. Interest was on- 
hanced by a clear concise and informative commentary. 

Gippsland entrics made up about one-tenth of the selected glides and 
most of these wore from the L.V.F.1.C. which can be proud indeod of the offorts 
of its members in this field. 

Judging the slides musthave been an onerous job, and the winning slides 
most difficult to select. 

In Section A: Victorian Wildflowers, Orchids oxcluded, the Photoflora 
Trophy was won by liiss L. Peggie for a Photographically excellent slide of 
Creamy Stackhousia; end the H.T.Roeves Trophy to R.D.Watkins for a charming 
view of White Correa against a seascape background. Mrs. Dyall's Silver Daisy 
slide was highly commended. 

The Paul Fisch Trophy for the best slide in Section B; Victorian Orchids 
was won by iliss Badgery of Mittagong, 1.5.W. with an attractive natural photo 
of a Brittle Greenhood, 

There were tvo awards in SectionG; In the Bush with a Camern. 
liiss J.fussell won the Walkabout Trophy with a superbly artistic composition 
of colorful Snowgum trunks creating a marvellous effect against snow covered 
ground. T.Pescott's camera captured 2 Whitc-plumed Honey -cater feeding on 
Silver Banksie and the Victoien Picld Naturalist Trophy. 

Avery clear winner of the Agfa Trophy in SectionD; Wildflowers fron 
Other States, was R.D.Watkins with his Alpine Flowers, lit. Kosciusko which 

CONDUC eres sie 
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Phototlora “contd s.r ‘ 
caught the spirit of a ficld naturalist's philosophy in a view of Billy Buttons, 
Alpine Daisics, mountains and snow. 

Fron 2 ficld naturalist's viewpoint, Photoflora'72 was, as usual, a bi- 
ennial highlight, The slides were beautiful portrayals of absorbing interest for 
anyone keen to strengthen and widen knowledge of our native flora. 

Finer points of specios and colour variations were a continuous delight; and 
the joy of discovery could be shared vicariously with the photographers while 
envying their skill. : 

L.V.reli.C. mombers nust be very gratificd by the noteworthy contribution 
of our pwn members whose success in Photoflora'72 nerits our warmest congrat- 
ulations. 

In Section A. Mr. “uchterlonic's three slides: Rock Crowea; an unusual 
pink varioty of Dusty Daisy Bush; and alovely picture of Bluc Olive — berry 
were anongst the outstanding slides in the section, Mr. -uchterlonic also had 
two slides in Section ). : a rare varicty of Telopca mongacnsis; and one which 
brought out the beauty of Hakea laurinea, 

lir.0.Thompson had slides sclected for cach of the first three sections: 
in Section A. Boardcd Tylophora 2nd his Small Duck Orchid, clearly shoving its 
unigue form, was one of THE slides in section B. Ilr. Thompson also had slides 
in Section C. one of Bushy Club Hoss ; and the best slide -set of the night, 
four beautiful pictures showing the rezson Australian Clematis is called 
‘Traveller's Joy'. Le 

Tho Brooks family of Warragul wer both represonted by slides in Section 
C. We know them as fungi specialists so their lovely photographs of these were 
no surpriso. firs. Brooks had three successes with Shaggy Cap; an enchanting slide 
of Velvet Foot end 2 colorful beauty of Wild Raspberry fruit. lr. Brooks capt— 
ured the quaint appeal of a clump of Hypholoma; while his Rough Trce Ferns was 
one of the slides with real fecling for sconic beauty. 

Tio other Gippsland ficld-nats. were among the clite wo had slides 
selected for screening. lirs. indrews of Sale showed a very clear Sickle Green— 
hood orchid, iir. R.B.Jonnings of Bairmsdale had successful entries in Sections 
i.B. ond GC. , the last being an outstanding slide of Stereun elegans which was 
indeed clegent. 

Hearty congratulations to our succe:sful photographers: 
Sone connents are given on Photoflora'72 from the point of view of the general 
public hundreds of thom will sce this show which should help to instil in then 
a fierce detormination to preserve our beautiful and unique flora IN 175 NATURAL 
ENVIROMENT , Will Photoflore '72 do this ?. ligst certainly the artistically 
outstanding slides such as Sallow Wattle highlighted against a shinmering blue 
pool, the carpet of Silver Daisics amongst, the ironbark trees, the many cascaded 
waterfalls, the attention subtly dravm to the beauty of the humble Bidgee Widgec, 
the lowly fungi and the peculiar Duck Orchid; with the spectacular Snowguns, 
Glowing Bark and the Alpine scones of R.5.Watkins will carry the message better 
than printed words. 

Emphasis on these gems of natural sconery that appeal to the general 
public and ficld naturalist alike; with fewer close-ups of flower only which 
are of interest more specifically to ficld nats. (and which may possibly have 
been photographed in backyard, nursery, or indoor studio) would increase the 
impact on the generel viewer; who would thus experionce the delights of the track 
tc Cora Lynn Falls; be transported to the summit of Cradle lit. or into the sceret 


hide -out of the shy Grecnhoods. Serna 
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Photoflora contd... 
Hees teenie nean making Section A. at least tvo thirds of the sclcctions. 
It may also help to retain the sections for entries only; while mixing the slides 
at sercenings for varicty, interest ond enlightenment. Thus could bo show a 
glorious picture, then some plant predominating in it followed by a close look 
at the PDUs of that plent. Slides could be selected on the criteria of 
general scenic appeal, thon total plant beauty, then individual plant forn. 
ee joes sea of sone non - scientific persons on the judging PEPSL nay help to 
ssess the goncral appeal of a slide, 
Yay not also select another sot of slides catering sie decper interest 
for shoving.to ficld naturalist nectings only ?. 
Which returns to the thoughtof the mammoth task of the judges .hon we 
must thank for a menorable evening's entertainnont at Photor flora, ries 


Iii lichvin. 


L.V.P.C. ANNUAL. MIETING. 


Yriday March 24th saw the re-election of iir, Bolgraver to the office 
of Secretary. 

lir. B. Sterkenburg was clected as a Vice President . 

The necting voted in favour of increased charges for the Haturalist end 
Subscription to the club. (details on pago 10.) 


The President's Report. 
lir, Moretti said the club has had a successful year, average attendance at 


neetings was 30 , with as many as 5 visitors. 

The club has had well attended excursions especially the Alpine weekend at 
ount Howitt. ' ; 
Conservation Ficld Day at Dutson Dovms in conjunction with other socictics was 
very well recoived., Thanks to all nembers who assisted. 


Club Library is in the capable charge of Mrs Crane, Many books have been donated 
during the year, 

Nr. Moretti went on to thank all members who assist in the production and dist— 
ribution of the Naturalist. The ladies who have carried out Supper duties, this 
part of our mectings is most onjoyable. 


The untiring work of the Seerctary , Treasurer ond the loyal support of all 
nenbers’ vas most gratifying. 


The rena nder of the evening vas taken up with a slide showing of nembors choice. 
We were delighted to sce the many and varicd aspects of Mount Howitt, which is 

a nuch photographed 2rea, 

Sone members chose to show slides of other places and flowers one especially 
pleasing was of the Sturt Desert Pea, ond another of a Feathertail Glider left 
us all in wonder at the beauty of this tiny creature. 

Members cen bring a slides of interest to the general Nepienes of the club. 
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Pe IDER WEBS 


On. Iiarch 6th 1971 wo were passing through Toongabbic about Yam. in the 
morning. Just past the tovmship the roadsides were festooned with mormous 
dew-laden spider webs, glistcning above the long grass. In the centre of cach 
vas a dark blob, a big spider of the ae Argiope, which includes the 
St. Andrew's hata Spider. ; 


In this short stretch of roadway, sheltered by trees end bushes on the 
southern side, there were hundreds of webs. Many were attachedto the phone 
lines above andto the grass or bushes on the ground, vhich gives an indication 
of thoir sizo, Otherrise they spanned space between bushes and fenec, bushes 
and grass, or were just sited among the tall seedheads of the rank weeds. 


Getting in close for an inspection of the spidor proved impossible, for 
as one approached within a foot or two cach spider hurled itself backwards off 
the web and was lost in the tangle at the grass roots. Apparently this is a 
usual procedure for spiders of this family but we had not noticed such bohaviour 
before, They are rathor attractive creatures , bearing brightly colored stripes 
across the enone in red, white, yellow or “Weumnes They are said to be able to 
dim this coloring when faced with danger, by raising or lowering the silky 
body hairs. The female often signs her finished handiwork on the wob by weaving 
a big white X in the contro, on which she rests while waiting for something to 
turn up. Tho maics are of very much smallor size. The big webs were seen at 
intervals all the way to Heyficld. 

- E.Lyndon 


A SLIGHT MISTAKE 


It was Hoe sunset on a dull winters day. A heavy cloud cover hung low, 
and there was not a breath of tind, one of those days whe sounds arc heard ~ 
distinctly over long distances. 


The sound of an approaching 'plane was heard. Nearer and louder it came, 
until the whole heavens reverberated with the throbbing, thudding sound of 
engine and airscrew echoing from cloud to cloud in the hoavy, still. atmosphere. 


Crescendo changed to diminuendo as the plane passed overhead and receded 
into the distance. It could still be heard, when anew sound started up. 
Possessing an odd similarity to that made by the plane, but of much lesser 
volume, unmistakably it was a Koala's call, coming from the gums along McDonalds 
track, 

Roused from his slumber by the planes noisy passage, which ho had mist~ 
aken for the challenging call of arival, this chap decided it was time to assert 
his territorial rights. Huffing and hee- hawing, grunting and snoring, on he 
went through his whole repertoire, until satisficd that he had hadhis say. 


* Just in case some readers may think this a tall story, let me add that 
there arc nany kmovm instances of Koalas reacting in similar menner to passing 
planes. It is unusual , howevor, for thom to call during winter. 

They usually remain silent until the weather warms up in spring. 


Bob _Auchtorlonie 
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BACKGROUND TO THE BAW BAUS. 


The Baw Bay Mountains, which we entered via the back door on that very 
pleasant exsursion in February, are said to have taken their name fron aborig- 
inal words, " Bo Bo," meaning big. The name in this form appeared on one of 
the carly survey maps about 1849. Another version gives "Bay Bay," their present 
nane, allegedly native for echo, but unfortu,ately, the blackfellows are no 
longer with us to settle the question one way or another. To me the sounds 
bear en uncanny similarity to the call of a certain night-flying bird that says 
" More-pork:, " 


Long before the turm of the contury the high country was criss crossed 
with mining tracks. In 1906 some of these were joined up and improved to make 
a good wolking end riding track for tourists botween Warburton and Walhalla, 
then still in its heyday. The beauty of the Upper Yarra with its myrtlo—becch 
for gullics and waterfalls;the giant ash forests on the head of the Thompson, 
great granite boulders and snow gums on the plateau, all were widely advertised 
and attracted many visitors over the years. The Governor of the day, with a 
party of V.I.P. camcethat way when he visited Walhalla in 1907, and Talbot Peak 
was nemed in his honor. It wasn't until the 1959 fires wiped out the forests 
and the sholter huts that the track fell into disuse. It followed the crest of 
the ridge that lay between our position on Iit.St. Girinear and the distant crest 
of Barr Bar. 5; 

lir W.P.Waters, writing of the liclbourne Walker, the journal of the 
Melbourne Walking Club, 1966, has given us a woll researched and detailed hist— 
ory of the area, that makes interesting reading for folk who have explored these 
ranges. ~ 
The main plateau, over 5000fcct, stretches for about ton miles between 
lit. Whitclaw on the west ond to iit. Erica in the cast. iit. Baw Baw at the south 
side is four miles or so from lit. St. Phillack, 5140 ft. and the highest point 
on the northern side. The Thomson River rises on the northem slopes, the Tanjil 
and the Tyers on the southerm fall. 


Our mountain, St. Giinear, and neighbouring St. Phillack, owe their names 
to one San Barnes, who was variously li.P. for the district, liinister for Ifines 
and Shire President of Walhalla in the earlier years of this century, ; 
Ho hailed from St. Ives in Cornwall ond suggested that the peaks on the Baw Baw 
Platcau be called after his home mountains. 


The great plateau of the Baw Baws is m ch weathered and dissected, so 
that its granite bones stick through its skin. Although granite is a very herd 
rock it weathers rapidly when exposed on the surface, splitting into rectang— 
ular blocks along joint planes. At the first bog on the track up the nountain 
we saw a good example of this where a deep cleft sheltered a nat of Astclia 
and ferns. . 

Decomposition is often uneven, some blocks appearing quite unaffected 
while others break dorm by a process called exfoliation, crusts continually 
sloughing off like the pecl from en orange until a rounded bouldor is left. 
Sonetimes these arc left perched precariously one on top of another, All the 
peaks of the plareau are crowned with these great vhnite rock nasses that look 
from a distance like streets of white houses. 


contd. « « 
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CONTA. v6 BACKGROUND. 70. THE BAW BAWS. 


In the water eroded valleys between the ridges are extensive sphagnun— 
moss bogs foeding clear sparkling creeklets that rush off to form the rivers of 
the lowlands, Here lies the most interesting territory for the plant hunter. 


Beyond the summit «f Mt. St. Gwinear ( how mony summits did it have, 
onyway, always a higher one beyond) the land fell away to such a boggy morass, 
made treacherous by cattle ploughing through it. Grazing leases for cattle have 
been allowed for many years, but today numbers are controlled to prevent over 
stocking and consequent crosion. The riny stream raced between its shaggy 
undercut banks from one clear pool to another, visibly hastening as it approach- 
ed the cdge of the plateau on its way to join the Thomson. This would be the 
head of North Cascade Creek. 

The basins became wider and deeper, cach floored by white quartz sand flecked 
with mica flakes that gleamed like gold in the sun. They looked tempting on that 
hot aftcmoon, cach pool hemmed in by big beulders. Long greon fingers of Alpine 
mat plants filled in all cracks and comers as if they were a special cenent 

that had been poured in. ‘the pretty little White Wood—sorrel had its place there 
It was a place to spend a woek in, not moroly a scrap of afternocn. 


_i. Lyndon 


PTEROSTYLIS DECURVA -— A  VARTsBLE ORCHID 


At different stops on the way hone from Mt. Howitt we found two Grecn— 
hoods. The first had 2 beautifully curved galca with the dorsal sepal ending 
in a long fine point almost forming a 'U' with the restof the flower, 
There were no stem leaves, only suall transparent stem - clasping bracts. 
The tongue was long mough to curve out and be visible from the side of the orchid 


The second specinen hadthe fine point only curved at right angles so 
that it was sticking out in front of the flcewer. The tmngue was only half as 
long as the flower and only visible fron tho front. This specinen had five very 
distinct spreading stem leaves. 


Ye could only key these tivo specinens out to the same orchid Ptcrostylis 
decurva, tho Summer Greenhood. The Herbarium have verified that this identific— 
ation is correct. Why this orchid should bo so variable in the sane arca gives 
food for thought. 


Bon. Thorpson 


16/8/71. This one I found on turning over a rotten log at Walkerville, 
in sn open fern gully. Snall white toadstools on wood, neither gi lled or porcd. 
These found their way to Mr. Gordon Beaton at Canpordomm. It was a Vibrissea, 
and not uncomnon. Knovm fron the Otways and Strzcleckis, usually in Nothofagus 
gullies. Just lately, whon lirs. Crane ond I were huntingthrough Lilly-pilly 
jungle up at Cann River, 22/8/71, wo cane across a big powdery rotten log quite 
Covered with &@ colony of those little white Vibrissea. To date they are an un— 


naned species. fi. lyndon. 


—_——— 


_Latrobe Valley liaturalist (8) ' Issue No.100 April 1972 


———— 


PROPOSED BUS TOUR. 


The Latrobe Valley Fiold Naturalist Club proposes to arrange a six day 
pus tour of Westorn Victoria ond extending for a short time into South Australia. 
We hope there will be support for this tour not only fron L.V.I.N.C. members 
but members of our sister clubs in Gippsland. 

There nust be at least thirty people interested to make the trip a success. 
Cost will be approxinately $45.00 per person, all meals and camping foos paid, 
passengers to provide om silceping bags, stretcher etc. crockery and cutlery. 
All tents supplicd by Latrobe Valley Bus Lines . 


Tf you are interested in this canuping tour contact the Secretary 
lir. S.Belgraver as soon as possible, 

‘fe would ask members if they have eny ideas for things to sce on the 
route shovm on opposite page, you may know of some place that has something of 
Natural Wistory interest. This is to be your tour and we hope that as many 
places: of interest can be visited. 

-ny suggestions for intermediate stops, places or things of interest should be 
put in writing ond handed ie the Secretary or sone member of the exccutive as 


oon as possible, so our carnest consideration can be given to your requests. 
BUS TOUR. EIGHT DAYS MORWELL TO MORWELL. 
Saturday 26th August Morwell to Halls Ga 
sunday 27th sugust at the Gronpians 
lionday 28th -ugust a0 the Grampians 
Tuesday 29th -ugust Holls Gap to Narracoorte 
Wednesday 30th august Haracoorte to Fume (or other place) 
~fitaaabetiicne 31st August. . Parma to Portland 
Priday 1st Septenber — Portland to Waerenneod 
saturday 2nd September Warnanbool to Morwell 
This is not a profit moking vonture, just to cover the costs is all 


we desire and the social aspect of the trip will help us all to get-to know 
cach other better, ; 


Special Attractions whichcan be seén on the pubecelaD route. 
GRorpians. Wildflowers and rock fornations. Olive Groves 


Grarmmians to Haracoorte. Through part of the Little: Desert, possibly 
isiting a Wildflower Garden a% Vectis South. 


Naracoorte ..Caves and at Furnor (a short distance fron Paola) 
an cutstending wildflowor garden. aS 


To Portland viz Derg-oin .. wildflowers Sui caves near Casterton. 
ne Kentbruck Heat th area, which is one of our nore recent reserves. 


Have you any others to add to this ??. 
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on rn ne eens sees 


Report of Executive Meeting held March 28th. 1972. 


Camping and Bus tour. 

It was decided to try and arrange this tour, details on page 8 and 9. 

Edward Hunter Pool. 

- report from the public necting called by the City of Hoe was given . 

Prom people who attended this necting a committee is to be formdd, they will be 
required to bring before the council some plan for tho area in quostion. 

The general fecling was that the arca would be ideal if kept as a nature reserve 
as the schools use it as a Nature Study area. Tho comttee would most likely 
put foriard suggestions on this linc. 

Since the necting we have learned that at least three fires have been lit around 
the Edvard Hunter Pool. 


Programic. 

There wag further discussion on the programme for the ronaining part of the yoar. 
There have been many difficulties and frustrations to say the least, however 

ve are trying to arrange speakers to fill the empty spaces. 


survey of Rosedale Arca, 

The Latrobe. Valley Micld Naturalist Club will survey the Crorm Lands in the Shire 
of Rosedale, with a view to asking for an areca to be set aside as a resorve. 

It is important that this survey be complete as soon as possible as a submission 
must be prepared and ready when the Lend Conservation Council of Victoria calls 
for then. We know that there will be other interests pressing for sone of this 
land , so. our cose must be as strong as we can make it. 

If you ‘can assist with the survey contact Mrs, Thorpson . 


Conservation Coordinator is the title given lirs Thompson, sho will be able to 
contact officers of special departnonts on the clubs behalf on matters of cons— 
ervation. This is desirable as prompt action is often needed on these matters. 


Next mecting of the Executive will be held Tucaday Mey 2nd. at the hone of 
ir. and lirs Thorson, Dotnics Lane , Traralgon Youth. 


Supper Roster lipril 28th. firs. Puckey lirs. Mc4Lroy 


Annual Subscriptions are now duc. If you are unfinancial you are not entitled 
to receive the Haturalist. 


Single Lenber & 2.50 
Vanily lombership $ 3.00 
Naturelist only $ 2.00 


Have you anything interesting to send to the cditor??. 
Iiost of cur readers spend sone tine in the bush, or go to interesting places 
so why not write sone small article for the Naturalist. es za 
It need only be cnough to fill a space such as this one, which is now being 
used to ask for sone cony for YOUR paper. iy 
It is nuch nore interesting when nore people contribute articles for printing. 


i 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: ix. S. Belgraver, 
179 Lloyd Strect, 
Moe, 5825. 
Meetings cormence at 7.30 pen. on the 4th Friday cach month 
at the Yallourn State School, XALLOURN, 


SALE F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretaxys Mrs, K, Newnhan, 
Box 302, 
sale, 3850 Tol, Sale 441406 


Meotings commence at 8,00 p,m. on the ist. Friday cach month 
at the C.W.A. Roons, Macarthur Street, SALE, 


TRARALGON FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs, I. Wood, : 
13 Lafayette Street, 
Traralgon, 3844. Tel, T'gon 72117 
Mectings comicnee at 8.00 p.n, on the ist. Friday cach nonth 
at the Grey St, State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL FNC. 


Honorary Secre aoe Mx. J. Brooks,” 
3 Nobel Street, 


Warragul, 3820 Tol, Wieul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. on the 3rd, Friday cach nonth 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 


Latrobe Valloy Field Naturalists’ Club. Contributions on any aspect 
or branch of natural history are invited fron nenbers of all clubs 
and should be addressed to? 1. onqey Editor (Mrs. Padficla) 

42 Strzelecki Rd, 

Yollourn 3838 


Please endorse envelope; Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers 
Mrs. E. Lubecke, 
{22a Helen St. 
Monroe 3840 
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If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Grane 


Tol. Yalloum 622215, 
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TASMANIA -— FROM A GEOLOGICAL VIMWPOTNT. 


Address given April 21st. at the mecting of Warragul Field Naturalists! Club. 
lir. G.Rowe was the speaker, the talk was illustrated with slides of scenery, 
wildflowers and diagrams. 


ee. 


tocks may be classified according to the way they were formed and by age. 
Igneous rocks are those formed by material which was once molten; while sediment 
ary rocks are the result of sediments building up horizontally under water. 


Sidinentary rocks, ‘the Palacozoic sedimentary rocks of Tasmania were 
deposited in a geosyncline - a very large area on the sea bed where huge quant 
ities of sediment build up over millions of years. The hydro-electricity organ 
isation's road providing: accoss to the headwaters of the Huon and Gordon Rivers 
isthrough almost entirely sedimentary rock of remarkable colour variation. 

The road gives access to spectacular views of rugged mountain ranges. 
North Kastern Tasmania, being an extension of the Australian Alps, is reminiscent 
of Mast Gippsland, 

Sandstone, which hardens on exposure to air, has been widely used as a 
building material in the past. Buildings at Port Arthur and Richmond are notable 
examples. The denuded areas in the vicinity of Queenstovm in the west, and in 
marked contrast the untouched lower reaches of the Gordon River are both of 
sedimentary origin. 

here are widespread deposits of limestone which forms from the skelet 
ons of marine animals. “Limestone caves are formed by rain water containing carbon 
dioxide dissolving the limestone which thus washes away with water. Under drier 
conditions the reverse process occurss water and carbon dioxide evaporate leav— 
ing limestone in the form of calcite as stalactites and stalagmites. 


Ipncous ocks. Igneous rocks originate from a magma chamber; basalt 
forms from magma which flows over the land surface and granite from magma which 
solidifies in the magma chamber. Dykes and sills occur if molten rock is forced 
through fractures in sedimentary rock. 

An cnormous sill of dolerite, one thousand feet thick, once mvered most 
of Tasmania and now remains, mostly at high altiduded, at Cradle Mountain, 

Mt. Wellington, Ben Lomond, The Tasman Peninsula, and the Great Lakes region in 
the centre of Tasmania, The dolerite cooled in hexagonal columns to an extrenoly 
hard rock, very resistant to erosion so that the tops of dolerite mountains tend 
to rise-.steeply and are characterisod by very jegged formations. 

The Vreychinet Peninsula is composed of pink granite which was highly’ 
prized for ornamental building stone, 

Basalt is restricted to crosion residuals in the northwest and north 
central, the tut at Stanley being the most notable example. 


fovlting., TheFreychinet Peninsula forms a horst, the peninsula having 
been uplifted above sea lovel. The Lake St. Clair area in particular oxhibits 
a large number of faults. 

_Glaciation. Lake St. Clair is a glacial lake at the tormination of a 
glacier which existed within the last million years. The district contains a 
huge number of glacial lakes -— nine are visible from the top of Mount Rufus 
nearby. Micunt Ficld Wational Park and the upper regions of the Gordon River 
provide many.views of typical glacial valleys; while Cradle Mountain and the 
Lake 5t. Clair arca have classic exmples of cirques. 

It was suggested thet reference to a geological map can make touring interesting. 
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WALKERVILLE EXCURSION MARCH 25th. 1972 


After meeting with the South Gippslanders at Meeniyan our cavalcade 

proceeded along the “outh Gippsland Highway to the lookout at Foster North. 
From this point wide views were obtained of the coastal area to the East and 
South. To the ilorth of the narrow coastal plain on which are situated the towns 
a NOSE, foora and Welshpool, Mounts Best, Fatigue and Squaretop were prominent 

the steep and broken range which separate this part of “outh Gippsland from 
te Latrobe Valley. Across Corner Inlet the line of peaks on Wilson's Promontory 
stretched from lit. Singapore past Mis, Hunter, Margaret and Roundback to the 
Vereker Range and the summits of Mts . Latrobe, Ra amsay, Oberon and beyond. 
Offshore were visible the island gx oupS of the Glennies and Anser. 
Nearer to uc was the Hoddle Range, hallow Inlet and Waratah Bay. 


Cur next stopping place was at the offices of the Shire of South Gippsland 
in foster, Around the building and grounds are planted a variety of native shrubs 
eoccoeericatly numbered with a key for identification. But someone had switched 
a few numbers ! luckily our members were able to provide the correct names and 
ignore the numbers. A few birds here...grey fantails and(possibly) browmm scrub 
wrens. Across the road in the light timber in the reserve along the creck was a 
kookaburre keenly watching us, 


The route led on through some miles of farm and light forest land until 
we stopped boside the housing area high on the cliffs above Waratah Bay. 
A short valk here through heathland flora to a point overlooking the bay and 
beach arcas, Parson's Bands were’ flowering and the scrub was well decorated by 
the webs of the brightly coloured Horned Spiders, Some of these spiders were 
quite sombre -black without the white, yellow and red markings usual to them. 
The webs also varied ag some had putts of thicker silk at regular intervals ; 
along. the strands. All.drivers and most of the party walked beck to the cars 
to drive dovm to the lunch spot in the camping area at Walkerville North. 
A few folk scrambled down the cliff which was mostly crumbling sand to the beach 
below. This cliff was well clothed with Coast Banksia, stinging nettles, Dusty 
Willer, Currant-bush, Daisy Bush, Sweet Bursaria, Elderberry, Dogwood, Raspberry, 
and some ferns,so there was plenty of foot and handholds. 


The lunch site on the narrow flat betwoon the cliff and beach was attrac 
tive with the shade of the above mentioned growth and the prescence of birds. 
Grey Fanteils, Brown Wrens, Wattle Birds, Tollow Robins, Grey Thrushes, White- 
faced Honey—eatcrs and Easter Spinebills. —3 
After lunch interests were divided between the ferns in the gullies around the 
springs which issue from the foot of the cliffs , the rock pools and the rock 
formations. Along the beach were pebbles of many varictics --- sandstone, quartz, 
limestone, the jasper common in this area ,some of the green serpentine found 
further south; shells of many shapes and sizes-——-, 
Pheasants or Painted Ladies, Zebra Top Shells, Limpets, (ione Shells, Murex Shells, 
Butterfly Shells, Turban Shells, Cockle Shells 
ar Sholis, the iL skeletons of coralline seawoods, skeletons of crabs, sponges, 
cuttle shells,(cuttle bone the intemal hard shell of the cuttle fish). 
In the rock pools were a wealth of small creatures and scaweceds -- crabs, star- 
fish, anemones , small shrimps. 

COD uO teveretelste 
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contd... WALKERVILLE EXCURSION 


The rocks in which these pools were found are of great gcological interest for 
clearly secon are the folded, curved and faulted fine grained igneous rocks int— 
ruded into the sandstones. In places a filigree of limonite is found where liquid 
limonite hus forced its way through the cracks and weaknesses in the sandstone 
which has then weathered away and left the filigree lattice. 

The faults are easy to find and follow here where differently coloured bands of 
rock can be traced each side of the faults. 


the group next drove further South to the parking area near the motel 
and walked to the site of the old lime kilns at Walkerville South. 
In the course of this walk could be clearly seen the fault line which marked the 
extremity of the original limestone formation which was removed and burnt at the 
kilns, Along the cliff face were samples of lignite, slates and shales; and on 
the beach washed into pockets among the rocks were samples of rocks found along 
the length of this Hastern coastline of the Liptrap Peninsula. 


lirs. E.Browster. 


NOTES FROM WARRAGUL PIELD NATURALIST CLUB, 


tho nnual Mecting was held during March. The election of officoe bearers 
also was held on that night. ; 


President. If rse HE, Algic 
scocretary. Mir. J.Brooks 


Subscriptions: 

These are now duc,ond it was decided to reise the subscription to the 
club to Three Dollars . The subscription to L.V.!.U.C. boing Two Dollars of this 
amount. is the Moturalist cannot be sent to unfinoncicl mombers you are asked to 
forward your subscription to the Treasurer Mrs. Brooks 2s soon as possible. 

liay Mectings 

It was decided to hold the May meoting at liillers Factory , on account of it 
being within the school holidays. Algo a change of date to Thursday lioy 18th. 
was necessary because we could not uso the factory on Friday 19th. 


Moonlight Crook: 
On April 9th 1972 the Hoonlight Creck arca was visited by the National Parks 
Advisory Commitiec. This was a most successful necting with this body. 

liost members visiting the arca were very impressed by the potential of the erca, 
We owoit with interest the report of this comittec. 

It was the first timo thet the whole committce had visited an ares togrther. 

The weather could have been better, but the enthusiasm could not be dampened by 
the rain which foll during the day. 
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GEOLOGY OF THE ROSEDALE SOUTH ARTA. 
Talk given by Mr. P.tumer 28th. April 1972. 


itr. Sumer explained that to understand the Geology of Rosedale South it is 
necessary to have some knowledge of the structural geology of Ci opslon 


The oldest beds in Gippsland OPC ose Cambrian rocks at Licola. 
These are very old and have no fossils. “he next poriod was the Ordovician, which 
includes mudstone, claystone and quortsite and have substantial fossils. 
Thon followed the Silurian period up to about 400 million years age. AlL se 
pericds were of marine origin end this continued until the middle of the ne 
period — tho Devonian meter the freshwater periods commenced in Gippslond. 
Mountain building was 5 fea plece during the Cembrian, ChaMeral eet key, and Silurian 
periods. The divisious of these periods arc possible beceuse of the mountain 
building, but the ond of the Devonian period ond the mmmencement of the 
Carvoniferous -period cannot be readily detected. The Carboniferous period onded 
with the Icc- Age. There are no romeins of the Ice Age in Gippsland - or at least 
ig the part wider consideration. There are examplos of the next period the 
Jurassic poriod in the Strzclecki Ranges. Then about 70 million years ago the 
Prtiary period commonced and continued till epproximately 2 millionycars ago. 


lir. Turner thon shoved diagromaticcally how the Hastern Highlands had been 
built up during the carly periods ond covercd with Devonian and Coroonifcrous rock 
He showed how there are still pockets of Devonian and Carboniferous rocks over 
the Ordovicinn and Silurion rocks especielly in fault areas. 
He then illustrated how the typical block mountains of the Strzclecki Ranges of 
South Gipps sland are composed of Jurassic matcricl with Tertiary on the lower 
country. 

The Rosedale South area is really Sunk Lends. These were built up by the 
croded materiel from the mountains being continually dumped on the adjacent low 
comtry further south. The junction between the highlands and the Sunk Lands is 
the Toongabbie fault which continues to far Bast Gippsicnd. 


iir, Turmer explained the theory of Hydrostatic balance which supposes 
that, as the highlands sre croded ayvay so they rise like on icoborg in the sca, 
but the lend "floats" on a thick liquid mass underneath and the rise is not - 
exactly wale some as the loss of material eroded avay but is comparable. 


Tho Sunk Lands wore then covercd with a tertiary leyer laid down wader 
frosh water conditions. But, 2bout the middle of the Tertiary poriod, the sca 
covered theso lands and deposited a layer of limestone very rich:in marine 
fossils. Tho sca then receded and another layer of sendstone was deposited. 

49 there arc three layers in the Tertiary period - the first of freshwater origin, 
knowm as the Mocono and Oligocene periods. Thon the limestone of marine origin, 
tho iiocere period and finally the Pliocene period evident by the very young 
sondstone deposited again under freshwater conditions. 


In the Rosedale South areca the sandstone is the surface rock in somo areas, 
“hile in others the. limestone is at the surfaco. The ridges in this area are 
caused more by erosion than folding, although there is. some folding too. 
Tho limestone became eroded avey by water cntering that layer through a fault 
~ a ceve could have bcon formed boencoath the ground and the surface rock vould 


then collapse to form a sink hole. 
COM UGA. 6 sr 
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contdes. 


Geology of Rosedale South 


Superimposed on this crosion is the natural drainage system of the areca. 
These factors combined could explain the confusion in the ridges of the areca on 
the Gcormandale side of the Lime Pit Road. 


Bon Thompson. 


REPORT OF EXCURSION TO ROSEDALE SOUTH WITH Lik. TURNER 29th April 1972. 


The lockout at Tyers was the first place visited. Ur. Turner explained 
the visible features of the previous evenings talk. | 
‘Then the excursion moved on to Rosedale via Gormandale. We visited the Lime Quarry 
and found fossols. Tho layers of soil, sandstone and limestone were casily visible 
in fact the quarry is 2 profile of the surrounding area. We tricd to find the 
junction on the surface where the saidstonc had been eroded avay and left the 
limestone as the surface material. Unfortunately bulldosing had taken place in 
that area, so we were not successful, <1 


lir. Tumor oxpliained how the Pliocene rock(Sandstone) invites the form 
ation of 2 rather poor soil which has a slightly acid content because of the 
plantmsterial in the soil, while the iliocene or limestone forms a brorm soil with 
a basic content. ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Rowe further added to our uiderstanding on this subject by testing 
the soil for its acid or basic content, A special liquid was poured onto a sample 
of the soil and the liquid changed colour. Tho colour was comparcd with a grad- 
uated scale of colours to show the acid or bssic content of the soil. 


As some plants prefér basic soils while others cen tolorate or sometimes 
prefer the acid soil, it is possible that the sudden changes of plant domination 
in some arcas at Bosedale South could be portially oxplained by the geological 
structure. However it needed on auger to test the structure below the layer of 
soil and we did not have this imploment. It could be interesting to study this 
aspect if we can preserve the erca. 


Juring the aftermoon vo drove’ through some of the arca under consider— 
ation by tho Land Conservation Council. 
The views fron Holey Hill and the Fire Tower wore very cloar. There wore a fow 
plents flovering already and these included the Boronia, the Varicble Bossiaea 
(B.hetoraphylla), theSwect Vatile, the Sunshine Wattle, Correa and the Mosquito 
orchid(.oxcertus) . liore birds wore added to the list for the area, 
three Wedge — tail Wagles were soaring in the sky, illic Vagteils, Grey Fanitails, 
Butcher. Birds, Grey Shrike Thrush and Scarlet Robins were secon or heard. 
On tho return trip dovm Chessum Road six Emus were secon but they wore shy of the 


re 


troffic, on AO garoos sped off at Quite 2 speed. 
Son Thompson. 
PAE: A i BAT SCE Sig 
lirs Thompson wished to add that she had been unable to have the articles on 


Seology checked by an expert, so therefore any omissions or crrors arc 
apologised for, 
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SIX HOWITT BUTTERCURS 
There are probably more than six specics of buttercups on the Howitt 
plains, but six were noted on our January excursion and a few comments on thom 
may be interesting. 


Two tall and luxuriant specics( 1ft. to 2ft.) wore conspicuous between 
the turnoff and Macallister Springs. They were superficially much alike, their 
long-stalked leaves with very pointed lobes; their bronzc~backed golden flowers 
on branched stems. 


-' These were Forest Buttercup, Ranunculus plebcius with very reflexed calyx 
lobes and long white ha rs appressed(ic. laid flat) against the stoms, and 
Granite Buttercup R.graniticola with the calyx not reflexed, and hairs g reading. 
Both have normally 5 petals like our lowland R.lappaceus which probably grows 
there also. 
springing from crcoping underground roots. ‘The flowers have normally more than 
5 rather narrow potals. This is a plant of mountain runnels and wet places. 

Bog Buttercup,R.pimpinellifolius has roscttes of light green hairy pinnate leaves 
with very broad blunt leaflets and small buttercups with as a mic, more than 5 
petals, It is commonin wot places (as along the stroam behind Ilowitt. Hut). 

The earlicst and largest of our Victorian alpine buttorcups is the big golden 
Gunn's Mountain Buttercup, R.gunnionus which was conspicuous on open snowpla ns 
not becouse of its flowers but its big grecn and brovm secdheads(3in.to 6in high) 
move finely divided dark green leaves suggesting bits of robust asparagus * 
foliage. It flowers as the snow melts in October, and its flat golden lin to 
2in flowers have 5 to 7 potals. ’ 


A little later( but with fow flowers remaining by theend of January) 
is Dvarf Buttercup,R. millanii, the dainticst of them all, with finely divided 
leaves, thelcaflets flat but very narrow — often carpeting waterpans which are 
dry by late January, but usuallypools afew wocks carlier so’ that the short- 
stalked flowers may he actually under water. They are neat little white or very 
pale yellow flowers, with fine rather broad petals, the lower third of cach . 
nearly transparent, forming a clear zono round the stamens and young fruits. 

Of course the botanical find of the Howitt campout was iiss Allonder's 
discovery of the Dense liidge--orchid Prasophyllum densum at Tamboritha saddle. 
This is not far from the Upper lijroke River where it was collected in 1937, 
and that collection 55 years ago was, until now, the only time it has been scen 
in Victoria! This makos the present discovery a notable one, especially as it 
was supported two days later by the sight of a number of plants in the same 
general locality. 


The exact place, the finders wisely have not disclosed. 
We know we can trust-.our members to realise the importance of leaving the plmts 
undisturbed, but we do not know who else may see our magazine. 
It could be somcone less scrupulous or more thoughtless. 


Jean Golbraith 
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TURQUOISE PARROTS AND TRILLERS 


Something really thrilling is happening. js I approached two Turquoise 
Parrots which were feeding in the-grass flew off, alighting on a2 stump a couple 
of hundred yards away I walked quietly nearer, and they appeared to be pecking 
at the top of the stump. I didnt like to go nearer, but have since been told 
that thoy don't seem to mind people going near the nest — though of course I'm 
not sure it is their nest. 
Yesterday ag I came from pulling up skeleton weed, up flew the male 
Turquoise from the seme spot, but this time he alighted about 10 ft. from where 
I stood. We quictly observed cach other until he flew dovm on to the bank where 
T then saw his mate. They were foeding on the Oat grass seeds, and later he walked 


up and dom a fallen log at the bottom of the bank. They fed about for quite a 


while, 

In the evening I saw two fly past, probably the samepair, so I think they must 
be nesting somevhere near —- further commentary when to hand$ 

IL seem to have at least six maleTrillers around, but have seen only one female, 
Eileen tells me this is usual. 

snter. Have been secing quite a lot of Mr. and irs. 
walking back when I noticed lirs. Turquoise strutting ! 
aboutten fect avay. Thon she stopped, evidently having found 2 tit-bit to her 
liking. The day before she sat still for quite a long time so I was able to 
study her, | 

At dusk yesterday I went to the stump I showed; you, and shone my torch ° 
into the hollow, and there was Mrs. Turquoise sitting at the bottom. They aro 


really nesting in the stump. 


Turquoise. Yesterday I was 
along parallel with me, - 


Notes from Miss N. Rossiter 


a pe ner armrest 
In the Shadow of Mon - Jono Von Laiick-Goodall. 
iiost books reviowed here are about natural history rae? but we 
are not limited to that, und I have found "In the Shadow of Man", (an account of 


a study of Chimpanzees in Tanzenia) onthralling both as a study of creatures 
living their normal lives in their natural environment and as a human record. 


Jane van Levick-Goodall loved chimpanzees, loved the life with peor) and learned 
from them, yot kept her studics completely objective and recorded them with 
s.eticulous caro. Loving them, she still recognised their Linitetions end the 
great distance between the mind of a man ond the mind of a chimpanzee, even 
while she leaves us amezed at the scope of the chimpanzee mind. 

4 f ‘ ioeati hen statement, she also 

Unobtrusively, somrtimes more by implication t : 

lets us sharo Senenwunde of her life, and that of the eee ae ara 
becance huqhusband, end their little son. Only by icra s i sone a ae the 
charm of the book. Only by seeing them can you lmow the marvel of the photo- 
graphs that illustrate. .it. 


It is a book to remember. Published by Collins. 


Jean Galbraith 


ad 
RC | 
a 
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SPORT OF EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD 2nd. MAY 1972 


Jim Peterson memorial Caim, 

Mr. Moretti advised the meoting that the cairm has been crected and a suitable 
inscription in Granite set into one side of the caim. 

The cost of the work has been en snaTaiLet doneted by our members, and we would 
advise members that the appeal for funds is now closed. 

Mr. Thompson moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Moretti and Mr. Wenbon? who had 

so willingly spent time preparing the site for the memorial. This was carricd 
unaninously by all present. 

The cairn is situated at the end of W.2. road , turn off along the Walhalla 
Tyers road opposite Rintouls Creek road. Care is needed when driving the track. 


Bus Trip poor eens are going well. If you wish to be on this trip paeoee 


contact the Secretary as soon as possible, 
Correspondence was received from people in the areas the tour will visit, we 
are assured of a warm welcome when we visit these places. 


August General Meeting. It was decided to bring the mecting forward by one week 
to Friday 18th. August. This will be a film night. 

Next executive Mecting will be held Tuesday May 30th. at the home of 

Mr. and lirs. Branson . 72 Railway avenue. Yallourn. 


‘Supper Roster May 26th. Mrs. Rowe Christine Graham. 


ROUTE LON May 27th. The main object for study will be Fungi(which we hope 
to sce a lot of). The Darlimurlaarca will be visited first then the pea will 


travel i iiirboo Horth to the old Fire Tower block. 
Of course we will be under the leadership of irs. Lyndon during tho day. 


SPECIMEN TABLE 23rd April 1972 


Sloughed Snake Skin one large one from Mr. Sterkenburg, a smaller one from 
Miss Christensen. 

Fuchsic Gum (Huc. forrcstiana) and 2 hybrid (probably E.forrestiana and 

i, totraptera) 

Banksia media , all from Mrs. Ir bdon. 


STAR FISH FUIUGUS. 


Last November after a very dar mp spring scason, a friend from Ruby three 
miles from Leongatha rag to say her husband had found 2 very wiusucl "flower" 
in one of their bush paddocks. Her description " seven petals rising from a 
tube about three inches long." Her son's description. "It must be an animal cater 
because of the wicked looking colours -- bloodred and black petals and outside 
orange red." Sure mough -—— the evil smelling Anthurus archeri -- sonctimes 
know as "stink Horn Fungus". 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 5825 « 
seo ngs commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th friday each month 


at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN 
SALE P.N.C. iia ea 
Honorary Secreta sys > K.Newnham, 
he BG eNO, 
sole 3850 » Tel, Sale 441406 
lleetines commence at 8.oopm on the sist Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 
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TRARALGON F.C. 
Honorary Secretary; Mx. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, ely T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8. OOpm. on the 1st Friday each ‘ch month — 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 
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WARRAGUL Fail. C. 
Honorary Secretary; Mr, J.Brooks — 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'igul 21563 
Meetings commence at ©.00pm. on the Srd. Friday each month 
: at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


~ 
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The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is ihe official ipieaaen ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Clab, Conti fiscal on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 


and should be addressed to: Honorary uditor (lirs. L.Padfield) 


42 Strzelecki Road, 
Naloucitest: 485: 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers 
Mrs. E.Lubéke, 

122a Helen Street, 

Morwell, 3840. 
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If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 
622215, 
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INVESTIGATING A GORGE ~~ 


I was determined to investigate thet gorge, so took my lunch end went dow 
the lovely creck till it disappeared over the wall of the enernous forge. 

I was not prepared for such an abyss, and the abruptness of the sandstone layers 
had broken back into perpendicular walls which was quite spectacular, 
However by deviating northwards from the waterfall I eventually reached the main 
ereck in the bod .f the gorge. 

Except that I found one flower of Caladenia pallida on the way dom, ~ 
there was nothing unusual anongst the tangle of shaded flora that one would ~ 
expect to find in such a situation. Perhaps the most notable was the vory large - 
‘Leaved and tall growing forest of Homp-bushGynatrix pulchella also some 
Pittosporum bicolor. 


I saw no troeo-ferns, and cly Blechnum penno-marina, Asplonium |... 
flabollifolium, A. trichomanes, Polysticum proliforum( of course, plus a bit of 
bracken) ond quite a lot of Cystopteris folix-fragilis. 


With the latter in very secluded overhung ledges was 2 small fern that proved 
to be the Asplenium hookerenum that I was looking for. i 


February 16th. . WATURE NOTES 


Yestorday I went by landrover to the Playground which Ties at the foot 
of the Cobberas..... I examined some dricd out waterpans and found o mat ‘plant: se 
in the cracked mud. In habit this mud-mat is exactly like the two specics of. > 
Glossostigma I have collected,G. clatinoidcs and_G. spathulata, but the leaves | 
are more or less ovate and almost sessile, and the flowers threo partite Onde ae 
pink. Both tho others are whitish and stalked. ree 
BUCOLe ga a: Ler 
The plant with minute three potalled flowers and flattened globular throc 
lobed fruits packed with brovm seeds proved to be Waterwort (Elatine gratioloides) 
rarely noticed in Victoria, because of boing so small, with minute flowers. ; 


- Notes from llr, Keith Rogers.» 


JT PHTERSON'S LOOKOUT. 


I've just returned from sccing the finished caim built as a tribute to 
Jim, I honestly cannot adequately express all I feel at this momont as it is a 
mixture of pride, sorrow and gratitude. begs fy 
I know much thought. and planning went into the actual idea of the cairn, they 7.48 
siting of it, ond the mnstruction of it, with everyone being involved by bringing 
rocks back from iit, Howitt. Mr. Moretti and Mr. Lambert in particular spent many — 
hours moulding the mnstruction, for which I give my sincere thanks. 

The finished cairm looks lovely and is a perfect credit to you all. 
You could not have chosen a more suitable position for it thon looking ovor the | 
valley that Jim was so keen to hove reserved. 
Apart from the actual caim I would like to thank you all for the friend— 
ship ond concer, the generosity of spirit, end the time given so willingly to 
this’ tribute to Jim - it 211 mcans so much to me that Jim was so woll lovod 


w+ ay . 
by our fricnds. Iris Poterson, 
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ctereee ss wenn Podk-on Fungi by irs. Lyndon: May 26th. 1972 


Tho study of Fungi is termed Mycology. In many countrics there are 
Mycological. Societies but there do not scem to be any in 4ustralia yet. 
This lack leads to isolated ametours having little contact with experts and 
restricted aceess to the latest printed word om tho subject. 


People first bocame interested in fungi as a source of food. The ancient Grecks 
were studying the problom of good and harmful fungi centurics before. Christ and 
ve are still doing so today. 

There is a wealth of intercst to be found in tho study of fingi and many can be 
cosily recognized in the ficld. Fumgi are as berutiful and colourful as wild- 
flowers. They come in so mony colours and in fascinating forms like cups, corals, 
Balls, cones, clubs, vases, cars, finger, ox-tongues, stars, shelves, doorsteps 
and cven birdsnests complete with oggs. is for the flavours there are beofsteak, 
chicken, oyster, coffec, liver, garlic ond the loss enchenting smells of carbide 
and carrion. ; ; 

Fungi aro divided into tivo great main groups — Basidiomycctos and 
Ascomycctcs . The first includes the gilled ond tubed kinds that bear their 
spores on basidia shaped rather like four fingered hands. 

The second group produce their spores more like peas in 2 pod or capsulc. 

These are microscopic features. Most authorities scom to regard fungi as plants 
yrithout chlorephyll. Tne main vegetative part of the fungi plant grows as con= 
cooled threads underground or in rotting wood. It is called mycolium . . 

These myccliun throads scavenge large croas of earth or litter on the forest floor 
for dond onimel and vegetable matter or they may cat away the heartvood of old 
trees. Tho mushroom itself es wo sce it, is only the "flewer" or fruiting body. 
Ripe mushrooms shed spores all the timc. “he spores act 2s seeds of the plant. 
Under the microscope the various spores are wonderfully shaped in all forms and 
guises and by their shape ond colour provide 2 memns of identification. Ma 
Although light dry spores are produced in huge numbers they can only develop 

whon they find suitable conditions and so only comparatively fow cver grove 
Airbome Spores may drift for long distonces carricd by cir currents and they have 
been captured at very high altidudes. Other spores are sticky or slimy and are 
distributed by nimals or by weter. Spore dispersal is 4 fascinating study. 

A gorminating spore goncrates primary mycelium only, it is 2 fon of microscop- 
ically fine focding threads. It just fecds until it mects a myccllium of a spore 
of theopposite sex. Then secondary myccllium is formed hich produces the mush- 
rooms. This myccllium gocs on fecding and storing nourishment until the first 
eutumn reins make conditiozs suitable for fruiting. ; 


Sone fungi live in symbiotic association or harmonious partnership with 
host plents. The fungi gives. the host plant or tree vital mineral salts end vit- 
amins in cxchenge for starch ond sugar. 

These truc root fungi live more or less outside the roots, just invading the 
outer skin or bark. Experiments are being conducted in three states into the 
suitable fungi to encourage growth in pines. liony other plants benefit from 2 
fungel associotion end some authorities claim all orchids depend on a fungal 
portner. The Honey Fungus lives with the Potato Orchid and possibly also with 
the huge rhisomes of the Hyacinth Orchid. a 
ate Contdee.c. 
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Fungi. contd..- 


Some fungi parasitise -each other. Root-living fungi are not to be con— 
fused with root-infecting fungi, that dmage crops. Blight of Potatocs is caused — 
by 2 mould Phytophthora infestans ond it caused great famine in Ireland in the 
last century. Another Phytophthora species causes the dicback among trees and 
much research is being done in this sphere. 


Hach different species of fungus requires its orm special-dict. 
The large fruit bodies of the pelypore tribe thet often appear on trunks of 
growing trees, are 2 sign that the mycellium has finishod its work 2nd the treo 
is rotten 2nd dengerous. 

In England there is a giant wood wasp thatearries spores of a particular 
Sterium fungus in a special gland. ‘Ikon the female lays her egg into the wood, 
she introduces the fungus with it. This spreads through the «00d and softens it 
making it digestible for the wasp lnrve. 


Fungi play an extremely important role in the life of man, both bencfic- 
icl ond hemful. ipart from the plant discasos mentioned, they provide V.Cxyaer, 
veluable drugs for combating discase eg. Penicillin. 

Penicillin represses certain bucterial growth without being toxic to animel 
tissue. -mnother species is used in ripening special cheeses. A fungi is respons— 
ible for Dovmy Ilildew in the grape and almost destroyed the wine industry in 
Fronce last century. ; : 

There is some difference of opinion as to the food value of fungi, but 
on the whole writers scem to agree thet they have as much valuc as most vegetables 
The position with regard to edibility scoms to be —- 2 few are highly poisonous, © 
a few aro delicious :hile the groat m-jority, though in fact edible, do not part- 
icularly appeal, being tough or tasteless or just softly solid and uninteresting. 

I cm sure everyone present vas given a greater appreciation of the inp- 
ortance of fungi to us 211. The slides showod some of tho infinite varicty and 
beauty of these fleeting "flowers", 


VIG ert te oe eee Bon Thompson, 
( Bhis article was prepared from notes kindly supplicd by lirs. Lyndon.) 


The slides showm at the talk on Fungi were taken by Mr. D.Lyndon and 
Jim Peterson. Mrs, Lyndon was very grateful to Mrs. Peterscn for the loan of 
Jim's slides, : 


Some members will recall previous visits to Darlimurle when some of these pictures 


were taken, 


__ PROPOSED VIET 20 pM OF NARGUN 
Bairnsdale F.N.C. will be visiting this area on July 9th. 

The meeting place will be the car park at the Den at'10.30am, Travel along the 
Princes iHighway until you reach the turnoff to Fernbank , this is the best road _ 
to take at preset. 
The Nen of Varsun is situated near the headwatérs of the Nitehell River and the 
Mitchell itiver Gorge is close by. A proposed dam on the ilitchell River would 
most likely inundate these beautiful ar as. 


mee eet 


am 
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REPORT OF EXCURSION TO DARLIMURLA MAY 27th 1972. 


Cloudy skies could not dim the enthusiasism of members who attended ee outing. 
Driving along the Mountain Hut Roed some people stopped to look at 2 rather 
extensive planting of Blue Gums, even though we know these trees San eventually 
find their way to the Pulp llills , it will still be a lovely sight to sce these 
beautiful trecs as they grow. The position of the plantation is just near the 
Shire Boundary notice, 


Twelve cars and their various occupants assembled at the Pumphouse noar 
Darlimurla, where we soon wore consuming "morning tea". 
Our leader wos iirs. Lyndon and after her arrival we set off along the creck in 
the search for Fungi. The leader was kept busy in attempting to name the many 
panne cneee things coming in from all sides at once. The general arca provided 
vealth of eae gCms . 


There were lots of common Laccaric, mony beautiful members of tiycena 
and Marasmius and Hygrophorus, delicate and some very tiny. 
Great big clumps of Golden Pholiota, slices of Beefstcak, Goldon Honey Fungus, 
and a Pinecone, Orange E1f Cups, Wooley Berets, Sulphur Tops and white Parasol 
Mushrooms. Yellow tocth of small Calocera; Grey jelly types with tecth 3("Jelly 
Hedgehog") Clear yellow jellies; (Exidia). Several glutinous but colorful 
Cortinars. Tough brackets of Reinbow Fungus and Sterium, plus many others arge 
and small not definetely detemined yet. 
We were all so busy finding specimens that lunch time came before we knew itt 
The cars moved to the open areca of the Darlimurla Roilway Station (no longer in 
use). where the cars could be parked together . 


As we had lunch there was discussion ehout the fungi already found and 
what we could still expect toe sec. Near the Pine Trees. were large ".Happy lusnrooms" 
Amanita muscaria , rather colourful with red caps. 


The Big Tree, 2 good specimen of Mountain Grey Gum (B.cypellocerp_) was 
& point of interest. Here we observed sovernl birds. 
Yellow Robin, Scarlet Robin, Blue Wren, Thrush , Fantail and Tree Creeper making 
his way up the tree. ae 
After exploring our separate ways we were called back to the cars in order to 
move to the next place of intercst. 


We journeyed through lMirboo ,North toymship along the Grond Ridge Rood until the 
road then took us to the old fire tower block. Here one could obtain good views 
of the surrounding creas, iount Worth can be seen from this point. 

Mrs. Lyndon vould like to ask for this area to be reserved as 2 lookout area. 
After this we drove through “ome beautiful countryside to 2 point where we could 
look dovm on liossvale Park area. This is an area of exotic trees which have beon 
plented at the beginning of this century. 

We then desccnded along the road to enter the park, where we could enjoy the 
sight of these lovely trees in the late sutumn light. Afternoon tea finished off 
a most rewarding day 

Perhaps the most interesting find was a series of red-bro:m blobs on 2 piece of 
vood, the first things we sav. The pretticst would be 2 wholly green Hygrophorus, 
of a most delicate and aaa shade, which scems to be H.psittacinus(parrot green) 


L.Padfiold. 
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Marion Wonliss Conservation Caps . 


' The lative Fauna Conservation Society formany years has been anxiousto 
arrange. a "Conservation. Camp" for children. In May 1971 the President Dr. A.G. 
_scholes, offered the use of part of his property, "Glonewart", near Launching 
Place, for this purpose. 

Site: The site is an ideal situation, within 50 miles of Melbourne, with a 
cottage surrounded by 2 cleared arca suitable for tents and a varicd habitat 
highly suitable for environmental studies of florea and fauna. 

Ng the south the bush is owned by co-operative neighbours who are happy 
that the children should go through their land, cast is Bon Caim snd the lovely 
Don Valley, and the ever flowing Don River passes through the property. 

Mount Toolebovong is westward and p.rtly included in the farm area. On the b 

boundary is land ovmed by the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works whose 
lands are inviolable, henee both fauna and flora are less under predation by 

man and the former should be less timid. 


A permanent water supply is provided by springs arising from Mount 
Toolebeyong. Magnificent Eucalypts and Acacias form an excellent habitat for 
birds and other fauna, and the southern neighbours have put their area of virgin 
bush, as well os their gorden swimming pool, at the disposal of the Camp. 
Both these are great assets for leaders and children alike. 


Camps: Tivo camps were held carly in January, 1972, 12 girls coming to the first 
and 12 boys to the second, all aged 11 - 15 years. : 


Staff comprised a convenor, a camp "um and Dad", with lum responsible 
for the cookong, and an assistant cook who was also librarian and first aider. 


Four leaders taught the children nature craft, took them on cxeursions, 
helped supervise the pool, and performed various Sines jobs. - 


three young helpers or runners wokethe children, kept them punctual and 
happy, Supervised duties, wont on all excursions, and were also on duty at the 
swimming pool. 

Leaders, helpers and children 211 slept in tents, ond at night an adult 
was on auty in case of cmergency. Cars were parked go that the whole camp could 
be floodlit if necessary. 


Food w.s plentiful and varicd, and leaders, helpers and children all sat 
together at a long table, Three eroups of four children in tur sct the ttablo, 
cloarsd away, swept the dining room, washed and replaced dishes and cutlery, 
each uhder the supervision of their ovm teenage hdl per. 


Activities: The children were divided into three groups of four, cach with a 
leader and a helper. These groups sometimes coalesced and formed one groupwith 
three lcaders in attendance. Walks could be long or short, through the forest, 
along the Don River, up liount Toolcbowong, or dovm Keals Road and its off shoot 
to the aqueduct. Observation and discussion were cncouraged, ond on returning 
to camp reference books were not only available but wore used by the childron, 
mony of whom took copious notes end fired questions at the leaders. 


Bird watchers discovercd 41 species of birds and were able to watch the 
parents feeding the young in the nest on several occasions. 
contd... 
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Merion Wenliss Camps contd. oe 

The children end helpers-had:an hour of free choice activity after dinner 
followed by en hour's talk by one of the leaders end animated discussion on varicd 
topics — birds and their nests and dict, insects, ctc. A collection of micros— 
copic slides was also available, 

Nocturnal spotlighting after 9.350 pm. was most popular. Possums, both 
ring and brush tail, wallabies, an onormous wombat and two foxes were scon, 


As voll , all wanted to participate in craft - beaten copper work, print- 
ing cards with the aid of the sun, and sketching and origami were chosen by some, 
Ball games were chosen by the morc energetic, and indoor games such as chess, 
dominoes, monopoly, ctc. wore also avzileble, as was the library. 


One of the mostpopular recreations was svimming in the neighbours'pool. 
This was used once daily with onthusiasm, and two or three adults and the three 
tecnage helpers wore always in attendance. (The pool is 9 fect dcep in the centre 
and filled with chilly but invigorating mountain yater) 


These initial camps were considered most succossful and a good start 
towards the aim of treining young leaders in conservetion. The socicty is to be 
congratulated on its project and particularly those who worked so hard to put 
it into action. It is to be hoped that their examplo will be followed by other 
organisations in othcr suitable areas before it is too late. 


Betty Kemp. 


EXCURSION TO LAUNCHING PLACH, 
Sunday 16th. April wes a family day at the Marion Wanliss Yonservetion 
Camps( The Native Fauna Conservation: Socioty). 
Seven members of Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalist Club were able to attend. 


We were plcasod to meet Mrs. Dorric Thompson , a club member living at 
Launching Place, who was able to join us for the day. 


For L.V.F.N.C.mombers most of the mérming was spent in travelling, so 
after lunch we divided into small groups to join the one of our individual ays 
interest. There were three groups. 

1. Bugs and Plants - with Mr. Parry May 

2. Hike up Mount Toolebewong - Mr. Monty Kirby 

. 3. Birds - lir. Roy Wheeler 
The writer joined the last one, and the following is a list of birds sccn or heard 


Silvereye, Wedge -tail Eagle, White Browed Scrub Wren, Gold Finch,Raven Fantail- 
Cuckoo, Bluc “Jren , Golden Whistler, Spotted Pardalote, Grey Paita 1, Yellow. 
Robin, White -naped Honey—eater, Whitc-throated Trec-crecper, Grey Thrush, Crimson 
Rosella, Ground Thrush, Brovm Thornbill, Whip Bird, Grey Currawong, Bronzc-ving © 
Pigcon and ilistlctoe Bird. 

liz. sAheclor was always giving us information end details of the birds. 
He knows the bird calls , and soid that this came only with a lot of expericnce. 
After returning to camp and a cup of tea,we all spent a very nice, b ‘: auch too 
short a time viovring the lovely surroundings of iiss Kemp's sisters . property 


before making the journcy home. 
H. Christenson. 
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WHERE HVE ALL THM CROCS GONE?. 


I recently heard on the A.B.C. 2 research officor being intervicwed. 
He and several other officers were then at Tennant Creck, on their woy to Darvin 
to work with professors of tho'Physics Dept. Canberra to find out why there is 
a decline in the crocodilo population in the Northorn Territory. 


It scons that shcoters have complained that there is a shortage of crocs 
Also fisherman heave been growling that they aren't catching the Barranundi as 
they used to, ovidently they have something to complain about as these fish are 
delicious and have been spoken of as " The food of the Cods", 


Scientists know part of the food cycle of the Northorn Rivers as:- 
crocodiles. eat cat-fish ... catfish cat baby barranundi. Up until recently the 
balance wis kept but nov something has gone wrong with the cycle and it now reads: 
fewer crocodiles eat fewer cat-fish ... more catfish cat moro barranundi. 

In other words the cat-fish is taking over... — 


sciontists don't think that shcoters are solely to blamo for the short- 
age of crocodiles, What actually starts this imbalanco ?.If not the shooters, 
Who or what is causing the decline in crocodiles ?. 


Crocs. are cne of the few greatures that can regulate it's orm heartbeat 
so the scicntists, while studying the above question intend screwing a tiny tran—~ 
smitter onto tho skulls of some average crocs., let them gu again and sco when, 
why and how they are able to do this. The answor to this question will no doubt 
be of much interest to the medical profession. ; 3 


Iris Peterson. 


UNWELCOM VISITORS 


We have had the native Bush ~ rat in cur garden from timo to timo and 
only once havo we hed to get rid of them because they made too noeny tunnels: 
throughout the gardon. 

However, this year I had two nice rows of Beetroot ready for bottling. But, 
when I went to pull them, ell I found was the tops supported on an upright wafer 
of bectroot sbout 1/4 inch thick. ‘The root had beon caten away from both sides, 
There was apparently still suffucient root to ma ntain the tops as there was no 
visible cffoct on thon. 
But there was no beetroot for us. 

Our visitors no longer welcome, were cought in 2 box trap and released 
in the bush far from the garden. ey 


Did. they leave sufficient root for the tops to ge to seed and thus provide 
them with food in tho future or is thoro eanothor reason for this behaviour ?. 


Bon Thompson 


i. es 
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REPORT OF EXECULIVE MEUTING HELD MAY 30th 1972. 


Bus frip. ther has beon 2 somewhat small response to this project, it was, thought 
- that omen if the F.N.C.V. provided some passengers we would be wnlikey to have the 
numbers required to make it an cconomic proposition. 

The mecting was advised that Junc 30th. would be the absolute deadline for the 
Bus. Vompany to accept a definate booking. 

It wss decided to advertise in the local paper to sce if there would be any 
response from the goneral public, this appearcd tho only hope if wo wented to 

make the trip, 


Western Victoria Ficld Neturalist Association, Notice had been reccived of a 
mecting to be held in Bondigo June 24th. 

Mr. J.Brooks will attend this meoting. As previously stated this club folt that 
our energics should be directed to consolidating our Gippslend Clubs. 

Also we fully supported the Gonservation Council of Victoria which is a properly 
constituded orgcnisation interested in conservation and allicd interests. 

A letter to this effect hrs been sent to the W.V.P.i.C.A. 


Arboretoum, lLombers were disturbed to soe the fences renoved from tho arboretoun 
area. A letter vas sont to the State Electricity Vommission asking cbout this. 

ie roply wo leamt that apparently there was 2 previous arrangement , that when 
the trees were large enough! the fonces would be removed to allow the public 
acsess for picnics ete. The exccutive felt that wos not in the bost interests of 
the trees, but could not do much about it nov. 
1080Poison. 

Coneern 2 out aroas of land adjacent to Bulg: Park being poisoned, led to sone 
action hoing taken to stop this. The interest of local farmers 2nd the alertness 
of our om members prevented this disaster, 


JUne Ixcursion. It was decided at the general meeting that wo should have the 
excursion with Worregul F.1.C. to Toonlight Creek. This meant bringing the date 
forvard by one week to JUne 17th. 

Mr. Roberts will speak on June 23rd, but as he was unable to load en excursion 
this sould onable us to change the day. 


Suoper Roster June 23rd, if r. and iirs. E.Lubcke 


Next executive mecting will be hcld at the home of lirs.Iris Peterson ; 
14 Barry street liorell. Tuesday June 27th. commencing at 7.30pm. 


Specinen Table May 26th. 
Tir, Sterkonburg A bowl of Common Iiushrooms and Puff Ball 


lirs. “Lyndon. 4 selection of Acacia flowering just now, and soveral other 
lovely natives in flower, one Banksia is still grecing the Editors Hallway. 


Fungi Ply Agaric(amanita muscaria) , Pascillus involutus. 

Cortinarius oustro vonetus. Lentinus terrestris. Rainbow Fungus(Tranctes eta 
White Punk, “urry Funk, Lactarius deliciosus ",orange milk mushroom(#dible 
Blackfellows bread, i A large piece of Lichen(Cladania retispora. ) 

Many other fungis and books illustrating thom. Several pictures also wereon 
display thus helping a11 present to sco the beauty of these "flowers". 


—— eg 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. ; 


Honorary Secretary: Mr, 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe, 3825. 


Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Wriday each month 
at the Yalloum State School, YALLOURN 


SALE TP... 


Honorary Secretary: lirs. K.Newnham, 
P.0.Box 502, 
Sale. 3850. ‘Tel. Sale 441406 


lieetings commence at 8.oopm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON F.W.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mx. JA.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T' eon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the ist Friday each month . 


at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.t.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.Brooks 
% Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'sgul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'CLub. Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 


8 71 8 se 50% . 
and should be addressed to Honorary Editor (Irs. L.Padfield) 


42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. E.Lubéke, 
{22a Helen Street,» 
Morwell, 38405 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tel, Yallourn 
622215. 
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COMING EVENTS 


SALE F.C. 
Mecting; Friday 4th. August 
Members film night and Annual Mooting. 


RARALGOW P.N.C. 


hee tin ng: Friday 4th. August 
Speaker: iir. P.Henby "Insect Fossils" 
iazcursion — Callignee South “oad 


(further details from Secretary.) 


Warregul F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday 24at. July 
Speakers lir, David Venning -~ Films on Late Pedder 
Exoursion: Ser ae Bushvalking trails. 


tarting from Forestry Office, Powelltown 
ah 30 am. All clubs welcome. 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Mecting: Friday 28th. July : 

Subject: Butterflys, lir. J.Courtenay will show 
a . some of his colloction. 

ixcursion: Glenmeggic aree,for general subject 


outing. See what you can find. 
licoting Place: Toongabbie Store 9.30 am. 
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COMMERCIAL FISHING. 
Address by tir, Arthur Roberts 23.6.72 


lir, hoberts commenced by cxplaining some of the controls necessary for 
the fishing industries. The Victorian Government has control over territorial 
vaters to 3 miles from shore end also all intemal waters. 
From 3 miles to the cdge of the contintental shelf comes under the Federal 
Government control. The Commonwealth Fisherics act covers all marine life. 
The Commomvealth have no fisheries officers and the Fisheries and Wildlife 
officials carry out most of the dutics in Victoria. 


Australia has fishing agreements with other countries, especially Japan. 


Means of control of the industries are by licensing the fishermen, 
placing » limit on the catch and having closed scasons to protect the fish at 
certain times of the year. 


lir. Roberts then discussed the various types of fishing. 


ROCK ILBSTUR - This is a lucrative industry in which Western Aw tralia 
has 2/3 of the total, vhile South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania have the rest. 
The industry is controlled by:- 

1.Size of fish —- 4" in females and 4 1/4" in males, measured along the 
back of the carapace. 

2. limiting tho number of liconses issued. 

3. Rostrictions on type of cquipmont used, such as number of pots and 

Sige.of boat and number of pots it can carry. 

4, Closed season for fomalos from June to October and tales for Cetober. 

The fomale carries the cges under her tail and later strips them from 
her body with hor front clmis. The cggs then become part of the plankton of tho 
sea for approximately eleven months which during this time tho moult nine. times. 
Finally they settle and grow on inshore reofs - at this time thoy are about 14" 
long. $28 million worth of mostly cray tails were cxported in 1971. 

This is the most important fishery in Australia in relation to our cxport market, 
with the U.S.A. purchasing abcut 97%. 


PRUE - This is an $18.4 million industry to Australia and Queonsland 
produces about 57% of the markot. Very fow pravms are harvested in Victoria, 
This is the most important fishery in Australia in relation to pounds of fish 
landed. 

ABALOMNN ~- There are three commercial areas in Victoria for abalone 
fishing ‘and thore is oa license limitation in cach areca. 

Bach aroa has its own sizo limit. Divers operate with hooker gear at emis 
from 6ft. to 100 ft. There are 13 specics of Abalone but only Green-Lip and 
Blacl-Lip species are taken by the divers. 

hore is much curront xrescarch for little is knorm yet of the life history of 

the Abalone. It is known that they lcave their home sites at night to feed on 
kolp, ctc. but it is not knovm if they roturn to the smac homé site cach night. 
Tish are shellod on the boat and brought to shore ready for sale, 

lost abalone are exported as they are very expensive to buy - 98 cconts per pound, 


COM Cietebere 
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COMMERCIAL FISHING contd... 


— \LLOP ~ This industry did.not start in Victoria until 1963 in Port 
Phillip Ba . isheries and Wildlife Departmont had conducted extensive surveys 
before © aie Very quickly there were 200 boats 
How license limitations, size limits and equipment restrictions omntrol the 
industry. Recruitment and growth rate of the scallop is very slow. Also during 
sumer the scallops lose considerable weight. In winter a bag of 600 scallops 
would eee about 26 lbs. while in summer the same bag would only weigh about 
Slbs. ish are landed in the bags and transported to Melbourne for processing, 
Sere sone process sing is now carried out at Lakes Entrance, 


UNA - There is very little Blue Fin Tuma fishing in Victorian waters. 
fhe fish is canned in H.S.W7. ans S.i. where there are many trawlers. 

In 1963 iiitchellson Bros. explored Srriped Tuna in Victoria and: introduced 
monofilament netting. Although the Striped Tuna fishery was not economically 
viable the monofilament nets are now used extensively as shark fishery, 
almost completely replacing the once popular long lines 


LISHMAL- There is a plant for this product at Lakes Entrance. 
It was built for the purpose of processing ‘pilchards and anchovies, used for the 
fishmeal, a huge net 250 fathoms long and 355fathoms in dopth is used. 
The net is pursed to the side of the boat and the fish pumped aboard. 
The largest haul for one day is approx. 140 tons per bodt. The fish are pumped 
from the boat to conveyors which take thom into the factory. Fishmeal is used 
as pig, cattlo and poultry food. Oil is a byproduct of the process, 


ERALER WET PISHERTES - This is the one fishing industry in which thore 
is still frocdon of ontry at tho present time. There arc marketing problems and 
it is not as lucrative as other fishorics. 

Lakes Imtrance process some of the catch and the rost is sent to HENS in 
Victoria. 


SEALIGR WEP FISHERIES - Those are very small fishcrios— usually one 
or two mon using up to 750 fathoms of mesh net, 


SAtMOl — This fish has been very good this year after a numer of bad 
years. 

DISH GULNURE This is a very important incustry ovorsoas. 
In Australia tho oysters bring in $5 million per yvoar, Efforts to start this 
industry in the Gippsland Lacs were not successful. 
There have becn some cxperiments with the culture of mussels and it is thought 
there are great possibilities in this ficld in the future. . 


_HEDS = .are the biggest fresh water fishories in Victoria. 


SQUID - fisheries are boing oxplored and there is tremendous potential 
on the export markct for Australia. ¢ 


FISH FARMING - cannot be carricd out on a1 cconomical basis at the moment 
as there is too much opposition from other fish. si 
A trout farm would be very good on the Gippstand Lakes anc experiments just 
coneluded gave encouraging results. 
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COMMERCIAL 1 FISHING contd... 


Fishorics and Wildlife Departmont have control over certain aspects of 
the vhole industry oven aftor it loaves the boats, particularly the processing 
industry. 

Ape rt from the actual fishorics this industry has valuable associated 
industrics, the boat building industry, the supply of oclectronic cquipment, 
supply of fishing lines and other cquipment necessary and the transport. industry 
that carrics the fish from base to market and cannery. ; 


I was surprised at the gizo of the fishing industry, partia larly in 
Victoria, and did “ait realise the great aot erst this industry which is the fifth 
exporter of primary products and incroasing tromondously cach year. 


ir. Roberts quoted these figures to show the great value to the Austr-— 

alion economy:- For the 8 months ended Pebruary 1972 oxports of marine produce 
increased by 11.8 million dollars to 45.8 million and imports decreased by 

1.9 million dollars to 31.8 million. ‘This gives on cxcess of exports over imports 
of 13.9 million dollars in this industry. 
For the same period in the provious year the excess of exports was worth 

200,000 dollars. A 

his year the major exports were Rock! Lobster tails up almost 5 million dollars, 
pravms up 6.4. million and canned aalone up almost 2 million dollars. 
All other items were at similer levels to those of the Last year oxcept pearls 
which were down 1 million dollars. 


Bon Thompson 
es ee cee A A 
A DAY OUT IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


uring the late spring of 1971 t wos taken to sce a wonderful collection 
of native plants. The plants aro in two arboreta, situated on private property 
in the Ileuriur Peninsula which is a glacial a yen Ge much interest. 
Geology 2s woll as botany intcrestod my Bompenton ond mysclf during the day. 
Purple and green shales along the roadsides and 2 glaciated pavement in the bed 
of 2 river wore some things of particularintercst. 


There were many plants in the arborota,more notices .l¢ was the blue of 
Jampiera specios,Patersonia and Dianclla. 
The plants are all growing in conjunction with the natural bush of the area, so 
we could ‘wander through the pathways in the sunshine looking for more plants to 
identify. 
lieny varicties of Grevilloa, Hates and Nclalcuca were in flowor,and a few large 
trees of li. armillaris were very lovel sce thoir pale yellow flowers. 
Bonksias of soveral specics attracted birds to the arcs. . 
Buc. macrocarpa with its unusual fruits and growth habit was interesting as 1 
had not seen it growing before. Many Kangaroo Paws were flourishing in thesand. 


Altogether this was a most rowarding day, we left with some thoughts that move 
people should set aside some areas for our native plants in their gardens , 
if we are undle to have large areas one or two plants will give much pleasure. 


Lorna Padfield, 


2 a A RN a 


Inspired by the fine weather prevaiiling in mid April, we decided to 
carry out our half formed intention to attend the get-togrther of the Western 
Field tiaturalists issociation at Ararat. 
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Quite by chance we blindered into a small but comfortable motel on the 
Stawell side of town, which, on the saturday night, was to fill up with natural- 
ists, much to the satisfaction of mine host, who obviously approved of Field 
Naturalist "campouts". 


On saturday morning a short run up to the lookout on One Tree Hill proved | 
well worth while. ‘There were wonderful views on every side over the Wimmera and 
theilesterm District, with short mountain ranges heaped carelessly about the plains 
Circling around us 4 pair of magnificient Wedge-tailed Eagles just made our 
moming. ‘there was time for a look at licDonald Park before lunch. This is a ( 
sanctuary on the main highway in good natural bushland that must be a picture in 

“suring. Being so close to the town, and in the control of the Forests Commission, . 
it has been"enriched" by plantings of gums and wattles from other states, some 

of which are inclined to naturalise themselves. 

It is gravelly country, full of old prospecting holes. Birds were plentiful and 

we ate our lunches there beside a waterhole, dodging myriads of lively ants. 


At eP.tl, there was a welcome to everybody in a local hall where old 
friends grected each other and introduced new ones. We met Mr fisher, President ~ 
of the Association, and Stan Kelly, President of the local club. 

Inside the hall were displays of water colors, all the Kelly eucalypts and a new 
and exquisite series of the fungi on which lir Kelly is currently working. 

I felt that these alone were worth the visit. We can look forward to a book of 
these in a few years time and very useful,as well as beautiful, it will be. 


There was a choice of two excursions that afternoon, the first of which 
we had alx ready covered, This left us free to go out to the aboriginal cave at lit. 
Langi ,Ghiran, back towards Beaufort. <A short drive along the highvay and a 
pleasant walk up the hillside brought us, @ great gasgle of people all chatter— 
ing avay like starlings, to a patch of huge granite boulders. 

The paintings are sheltered from the weather by the slope of the leaning rock 
and are netted in against vandals. They are a relic of the japiwurong people 
that once roomed the country round Ararat. 


The lands scape looked pretty dry amongst the sparse. trees and rocks, so 
that_a search yielded only a little tiock Perm and Maidenhair. A cluster of the 
Tuminous fungus, Pleurotus, sheltered at the foot of a tree, and on the way out 
we poe to look at Camus of the eougr caps of another common one Pholiota 
spectabilis 


Separately we browsed our way home, stopping wher re a tongue of mallee | 
erossed the highway. It must be very floriferous in spring but then the bare 
_earth bore enormous cushions of 2 coral lichen, Cladonia retispora. 
With many others we drove a long way into the picnic ground at the foot of the | 
mountain and browsed along the granite—paved creek towards the reservoir. 


contd..... 
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ARARAT MW dOaTD “contd. . 
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There was just time for a hasty sna Ge petone the evening meeting began 
at 6.30. iilr Fisher, President of the 18 club Association, eeicarter us all and 
visitors and delegates identified themselves..We were delighted to moct tir and 
irs ITllidge from the Bairnsdale club. 


The present association consists of the following clus; Ararat, Bendigo, 
Ballarat, Creswick, Colac, Donakd,Gcelong, Hamilton; Bessa, Maryborough, 
litid— Turray, Portland, Robinvale, Stawell, Sunra aysia,Timboon, Varnambool, 
\limmera,. Tho secretary had arenyaeiser the remaining 22 clubs in Victoria, request 
ing their views on the suggestion thai 2 statc-wide: ‘b8dy be fomed, a federation 
of all ote ae naturalists. Such an oer sea and powerful body as they vis- 
‘ualise could vickd much influence in the cause of conservation and such matters. 
Nine of the 22 clubs replied. 


Not all of the associated clubs were in favour of further extending their 
ranks, fearing that such an organisation might be +00 unwieldy and that it might 
spoil the happy get-togethers that they now enjoy. tor did did they wish to be 
divided into regions. At present the folk from the dry mallee like tripping 
into the grvener coastal or hilly country, and vice versa, for a change of scenery 
The B.i1.C.V. contigent included both president and secretary, Messers Sault 
and Riordan. 
lir RYordan said ho felt that the sonior or mother club should take the lead in a 
matter such xs this, whereupon somo criticism was levelled at F.N.C.V¥. for not 
having made such a move Tons ago. There were spirited exchanges from several 
quarters. oo 

®ho Gippsland observers put the case for their clubs, expla ning we had 
not been successful so far in forming an association, but that a fair degree of 
liaison exists and most clubs are represented at our annual mountain campout. 

Chae clubs vould probably find it difficult to send delegates to mectings in dis 2 
tant regions. 


After much argument for and ned nst, arosolution was put to the vote and, surpr— 
isingly cnough , was carried. "That this mceting directs the sectetary of 
V.V.P.N.C.1. to convene a mecting of F.N.U. throughout Victoria for the purpose 
of discu.sing the formation of a stake body along the lines SUgeranan in the 
motion carried at the (previous) meeting at lildura." 

Such a meeting to be held at Bendigo on June 24th. 1972. 


The 6.30 mecting having concluded soon after 8.P.ii- there was a suort 
interval while more than 200 pcople rose from their hard chai rs, stretched their 
legs and all began to talk at onee. When they were finally hushed and seated 
again lir J.Wheeler from Goclong commenced 2n illustrated talk on the fauna and’ 
flora of the proposed lit. Cole Wational Park, a job which he did very thoroughly, 
with the aid of mony exccllent slides, those of the birds being outstanding. 
Afterwards, ladies of the host clubs sorved 2 BORNE supper which, needless 
to say, was much appreciated by this tine. 


Toontd. cen 
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ARARAT WEEKEND contd... 


--+-- 


All hands were on deck sgain ot 9.30 A.M. for the sunday excursion to 
Ben Nevis in the National Park. The cavalcade ¢ Seicanfalesclt for over amile with the 
F.N.C.V. bus sticking up in the middle like a wallaby swallowed by a python. 


It wound slowly through the sleepy sunday moming villages where folk wore doubt- 
less left wondering ihich local dignitary had dicd. This run through miles of 
sunlit forest was very pleasent and restful, but, as you can ae there was 
something of a ‘aigiaines problem as we approached the summit. ; 


Ben tievis rises to 2876 fect and agsin there were vride and distant vicws 
over the surrounding plains ond hill slopes. ‘The Shining Tea tree, Leptospernum 
nitidum, once thought to be confined to the Grampians, growsfrecly on this range. 
A small form of mintbush, Prostanthere rotundifolium, wes plentiful among the 
gronite. For lunch we all adjourned to the picturesque Victoria Mill reserve, 
where coppers were boiling and sandwiches ond cakes aveilable ® any who wanted 
them. Group leaders led walks in various directions according to thoir interests 
vnile others just sat around and gossiped and SS Be) the bushland scene. 

About 3P.li, parties began leaving for home and the weekend was over. 
The visitors expressed their appreciation of such a ScHoeahI 6 weekend, ond of the 
thoughtful plenning that had contributed so much to its success, 


D.and i. lyndon. 


NATIONAL PARKS IN EASTON VICTORIA. 


Alfred tlational Park 5,676 acres. On princes Highway, 300 miles from liclbournec. 
Exemple of sub-tropical rain forest and contains many 
: : rare ferns. 
Bulga ilational Park. On Grand itidgeRoad south of Balook, South Gippsland. 
Peaturcs Ash forests and fern gullics. 
Captain James Cook 11.P. 6700 acres. On Last Gip; sland coest between iarlo and 
Wingan Inlet. 
Immense dunes, virgin forest md unspoiled beaches. 
Sighted by Captain Cook in 1770. 
Glenaladale 1.P, 4035 acros. 18 miles north of Princes Highway at Foxmbank, 
180 miles cast of Melbourne. 
Dry forest country near the tlitchell. Rivor, Wr ose decp gorges 
contain sub-tropical vegetation, 
Includes the "Den of HNargun". 
Tho Lakes N.P.(Spermyhd c head) 5238 acres. 200 miles cast of Melbourne. 
Access from Sale (road) or Gippsland Lakes(boat) 
Coastal flora and bird life. 
Lind National Park2,882 acres. 290 miles cast of Melbourne on Princes Highway 
: between Orbost and Cann Rivor. 
Contains Gippsland rain forost, flora and fauna. 
Mallacoota Inlotil.P. 11,225 acres. 340 milos cast of Melbourne near Hi.S.W.border. 
Coastal scenery, flora md fauna. 
Mor well il.P. 346 acres. 100 miles from ifclbournc. Along Princes ilighway to horwoll 
iiidland Highway to Yinnar to Jumbuck road. 
Tall forest with mognificont fern gully,cpiphytic orchids and 
good bird habitat. 
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HOTES ON THE MOONLIGHT CREUK EXCURSION. 

The morning of dime 17th. was very fogey on the Leongetha side, when 
the Lyndons and the Rowes set out at 10 am. to meet the main party. : 
The fog was patchy, so that we travelled for miles through real pea soup only 
to break suddmly into islands of sunlit landscape. Along the Allambee 
(Sargasser's } road which closely follows the river the fog was thick and as we 
rounded each bend entrancingly beautiful sumbursts slanted dowm through the tree 
tops and across the roadway to the form-—lined stream below. 
Quite a special morning. 


June and July scem to be our best months for fungus, especially the 
fragile soft bodicd kinds. Moonlight Creck gullies lie in agreat basin they 
have carved for themselves within the range, and they are moist to wot through 
out the winter. iiany gilled fungi of the smaller kinds were noted along the 
course of our walk, delicate parasols of the Mycena tribe; Marasmius and Hysro- 
phorus;and once an elegant example of the tiered "leaflets" of Craterellus. | 
Clumps of Hypholoma fasciculare, the Sulphur Tuft, in a sort of melted cheese 
on toast colour, adorned rotten logs. IMembers of Clitocybe, Collybia Russula, 
Laccaria and Pholiota were represented there, some , still frozen and brittle as 
glass, for the white frost lay along the track for mostof tho daye 


There wore plenty of pored Storiums, thin yellow or white skins that- 
clothed dead sticks and sometimes erupted into rows of zoned brackets, 
A most interesting scecomen was unfortunately mislaid cnroute while we were — 
diginterring fine fat Cordycops under awattle tree. There were other Voge tents 
Caterpillars with G.gunni. Deeprooted slender ones on long slim caterpillars, 
not the usual. wattle grubs. Plourotus, Crepidotus and _Panellus are soft grey 
or white fans on wet wood, cousins all, aid related to the Luminous Fungus. | 
An ashy-grey one, several inches across, quite abundant, was Pleurotus 
cinerascens » 


lir Rowe collected a fresh furaciers a large one, of Ganoderma. Arriva 
sometimes called the Artists Fungus in other lands. Its creamy undersurface: 
marks casily and retains the imprint, as he soon discovered. Fingerprint Fungus 
might be a better title with us. Someone clse picked up a true mushroom, an 
Agaricus species, that stained dark red on breaking or bruising. 

Like all amateurs, wo arc ever on the lookout for the new one, the rare 
or oven the musual. This timo-it lurked along the track as we loft the bus sh. 
One cf the Geoglossums or Barth Tongues, Spathularia flavida, the yollowish 
heads just visible among the leaf debris, club shaped and ee but new 
for my list , at icast. 


_Hlyndon. — 


Information about National Parks published on Page 6 was compiled from a 
leaflet published by the National Parks Service , March 1972. 

This includes Arcas, Locations ond Principd Features of National Parks in 
Victoria. 

liore details of other Parks in Bastom Victoria in Later issues of Naturalist. 


mn 
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REPORT OF EXECUTT VE iis TING 27th JUNE 1972 


bus Trip. 
The executive were regretfully informed that there were not sufficient people 
interested to makethe trip ,so it was decided to abandon the idea. 


August Le tine. 

This would still be held one weck earlier, August 18th. The rooms at the school 
would not be available during school holidays. 

The meeting will take the form of a film night, the secretary will arrange for 
suitable filns., 


Photoflora. 
This has becn finalised , the treasurer will advise lative Plants Preservation 
pape this matter. 


festerm Victoria Field tlaturalist Clubs Association, 
epee aces was read from this organisation, they already know the views of 
Latrobe Valley F.N.C. on the subject. 
lir. -J.Brooks attended a meeting in Bendigo June 24th. representing both hinself 
and our club. 
Correspondence was also recieved from F.N.C.V. (our parent body) regarding the 
V.V.P.N.C.A. and their activities. This is available to any member to read 
should they wish. 


Mirboo Shire Reserve. 
lirs, Lyndon advised the club that she had written to the icirboo Shire asking 
that they give consideration to declaring areserve at the oldPire Tower site 
on Dickies Hill. Members who attended excursion to Darlimurla will remember 
this area. The club will support the request of lirs. FERS, 


sunper Roster July 28th. ety 
icf Pl Ie Sere 


Next.executive meeting will be held August 1st. at the home of iir. and lirs. 
McElroy. Latrobe Road Morwell. i 


re eens ee mn a RR eT 


_L.V. NATURALIST SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


This magazine is only available to financial members of L.V.P.1.C. or 
subscribers. subseriptions were due April ist. If you have not already done so 
it would be appreciated if your subscription could follow this request. 

LeV.P.. 0. liembership Single person $2.50 

Fanily $3.00 
laturalist subscription | $2.00 
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Latrobe Valley laturalist 
Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr; 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 3825. 


Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURYW 


nena 


SALE P.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: lirs. K.Newnham, 
P.0.Box 502, 
Sale. 3850. Mel. Sale 441406 


lleetings commence at 8.oopm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGONW F.i.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.A.Wall 
, 156 Kay Street, | 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 — 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 1st Friday each month 


at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mor. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warrezul, 35820, Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, ‘WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 


S} q a 8 ei 5 
and! shoulds besaddressed™ uo Honorary Editor. (Irs. L.Padfield) 


42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 


Ak. 
Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers 
Mrs. E.Lubéke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Moxrwell. 3840 4 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 
622215. 
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“CONTIG _EvEtas. 


| Braral gon Puli. Puri He, a . 
_lieot ine: r _-—s«sPyiday 8th. September Members Wight 
ant Bo enti _ Please note change of date, 
Beursion: oe Byte Traralgon Creck, Grand Ridge, 

Ke nee ee tee  Blackvarry Scenic Road. 
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‘Friday 18th August. Iiombors Night at 
Willers Factory, Sutton St. Memes 
— Su nday 20th. ‘ugust %, 
_ Allambeo area, further dotaits from 
secretary. 
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LESETING WITH MR. COURTENAY. 28th. July 1972. 


ir. Courtenay and Iir, Crossman brought along many specimens from 
Tir. Courtenay’ s collection of Butterflies, Moths and Bectles. 
The specimons-were arranged on tables around the room and lir. Gaus ienayy answered 
the many questions put to hin. The beautiful butterflies, many with irridescent 
colouring, wore the centre of much attention. Somo of the show cases showed. 
the similarity in colouring of many species. The complete life history of spec- 
ies of moths created much interest, There was also beauty in the colouring of 
the beetles. 


lir, Courtenay explained the association between some flowers, the larvac 
of some species and ants. The ants rear and milk the larvae to the benefit of 
both. j 
ir. Courtcnay also read an article on Ladybirds. There is a great 
demand. for Ladybirds, especially in America. The larvac are vory active and 
feed on m hids and scale insects. Many of the adults also cat harmful insects. 
Millions of Ladybirds are reared and sold by Ladybird growers to control aphids 
in orchards. Scientists in many universities are carrying out brocding cxper- 
iments in genetics using Ladybirds. 
One chain of collectors in America gather the insects during their winter gicep 
end store thom until they have almost completed their hibernation. 
They sell up to 4,000 million specimens without breeding eny. A gallon contain- 
er of Ladybirds contain approximately 155, ee specimens. 
Three continents are now using Ladybirds a means of natural control of pests. 
There are 3,000 specics of Ladybirds ae —- 42 specics in Britain and 350 in 
America. They also control. scale and red spider and were introduced into New 


Zealand to control the blue~gum scalo. 
lir, Sterkonburg ably expressed the feclings of the 56 people present 


when he moved 2 vote of thanks to Ilr. Courtenay and lir. Crossman, 
lir, Grossman has purchased some of Mr. Courtcnay's collection to display in a 
muscum he is starting. 


_Bon. Thompson. 


_GLENMAGGTS EXCURSION. July 29th. 1972. 


Thore vere 10 wars present and the weather was fine but cold. 
It was 2 little carly “or the wattles and another fortnight to three weeks - 
should eae a wonderful display of wattics along the back road to Glenmaggic. 
Ton species of wattleos wero identified for the day and six had © mmencod to ~ 
bloom aTenouch not in profusion yot. The only wattle trees in full bloom were 


tho Cootamundra Wattles in the Glonmaggie picnic area. 


IMstlotocs created some interest as their leaves are turning red and are therc- 


fore quite conspicuous. The Drooping liistletoc (Amyoma pendula) was found with 
flowors and fruits and the Common listletoe (Lmellerina oucalyptoides) with 
its roots creeping alorg the branches, was also ‘So pointed out. 


‘Over 50 spocios of ples sere observed during the day. It was very enjoy 
able: to have. some of cur “y.rdos" with us. eons their help many of the 


birds would have been oe ati 
contd. .page2. 
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GLENMAGGIE EXCURSION Contd... 


The Maned Geese were anor species tc many present. Much pleasure was derived 
from watching the Agure Kingfishers and tho colourful male Ilistlotoe Bird. 
Some members were: lucky mough to observe the Orengo-inged Sittellas, 


During the afternoon the party, under lirs. Crane's leadership, tricd to 
find a wintering place of the Wandorer Butterflies. However some of tho arca 
had been bulldozed and no Wanderers were sited. 


Vhat with birds, butterflics, Fucalypts and liistletoc I foel many memb 
ers may have had stiff necks the following day. 
Everyone voted the day an cnjoyable success. 


Some of the less common birds observed on the excursion, 
There were more than 50 species noted for the day but these are the names Joy 
Johnstone gave me. 


Scarlet Robin limed Geese( or Wood Duck) 
Flane Robin White-winged Choughs 
Yellow Robin Bronzewing Pigcons 
Mountain Ducks Orange-winged Sittcilas 
Grey Curravongs Brown-headed Honey—cators 
Male liistlotoe Bird Amre Kingfisher 


Wattles identified on the same excursion. 


Spreading Wattle Acacia diffusa in flower 
Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata in flower 
Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha in flower 
Heath Wattle Acacia brovmii in flower 
_Cootamindra Wattle Acacia baileyana in flower 
farly Black Wattle Acacia decurrens Wot flowering 
Lightvood Acacia inplexa *~: Not flowering 
Blackyood. Acacia melanoxylon Not flowering 
Gold—dust Wattle Acacia acinacea Not flowering 
Hoedgo Wattle Acacia armata Not Flowering 


Bon Thompson. 


NATIONAL PARKS IN BASTERN  VICMORTA contde. 


Tarra Valley National Park. 337 acros. On Tarra Volley road, 20 miles fron Yarran 


and 130 niles cast of liclbourne, weet 
Features Mountain Ash forest and magnificicnt fern gullics. 


Wilson's Promontory Wational Park. 120,875 acres.150 niles south-cast from Melb. 


Excellont scenic fcatures. Good fishing, swinning, surfing, and camping facilities. 
Rich botanical and bird areca. 
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POWELLTOWN EXCURSION WARRAGUL F.N.C. 23rd. July 1972 


‘The excursion on Sunday 23rd. was to Powelltovm where we met Forestry 
Officers Frank May and Les Lashum who led the party on an excellent scenic walk 
through the bush. The pathway was recently cut by scouts under the supervision 
of the conservation — minded forestry officers. 


The route follows a one ~ time timber tramline heading for the site of 
Reid's ilil11, beside the Blackwood Creck for several miles. As this aroa has not 
been ravaged by fire since 1932, it is a good cxample of the Little Yarra water 
ghed country. ‘Tho remains of"The Pig Sty" were examined with great interest. 
It got its name from the cavities formed by the criss-cross laying of the logs 
used on cither side of a stream to support a crossing by the tramline. 


: ilombors found most of the Waterforns intermingled with the Soft and the 
Rough Trecferns, the lovely Kingfern and many others. 


The Long Fork-feorn was sighted on several occasions, so members were on 
- the lookout for the more rare Oval Fork-fern as the latter was found by our 
party in the headwaters of the Binyip River a year or tio back, | 


‘An interesting find was a groat rarity in this western limit of its 
occurence — the Stalked Doubah ( Leichhardtia rostrata ) said to belong to the 
East Gippsland jungles, the nearest one we know being in. Glen Nayook where a 
well established vine roaches away up a big Mountain Ash. 


We finally parted from the old tram track at the junction of Blackwood 
and Iron CGrecks and headed uphill for half a mile or so to a fire track, 


Up on the ridge, which carrics mainly Brovm Stringy—bark with some 
Silvertop and Ilessmate, the vegetation provided quite a contrast to what we had 
seen... Many plants similar to those at Labertouche Central and Souther Wild- 
flower Reserves were noted, excluding Pink Boronia, but including Golden Shaggy— 
pea and a low tangled bush which has been identified by Miss Galbraith as 
Trailing Cuinca-flower ( Hibbertia astrotriche ). 


In saving oodbye to our newly found friends in the forestry business 
and Frank's wife tucy and their family who were in the party, we heard of more 
enticing places in their area, including 2 gully filled with liyrtle Beech of 
(nowadays) unusual size in the Ada River area that we really must visit later 
in the year. We know well the beautiful specimens to be secon beside the Big 
Creek Road around Christnas time in all their attractive variations of color 
and habit of growth. 

Gur thanks to John ond Iirs Eve for their arranging of this successful 
winter excursion into the tall timber. 
Jack and Nancy Brooks. 


itiss Shirley Brovm ofthe Gippsland Environmental Group attended the July 
~neeting of L.V.F.N.C. to explain the aims of their group. 

They are cndeavouring to combat pollution in the local. environment and are con- 
cored mainly with the individual ond loca: industrics. 

They are also affiliated with the Save Wes somport Committee and the Committee 
for population control.- 
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SPHAEROBOLUS. 


Anong the many interesting and beautiful slides loaned by lirs. Peterson 
from Jim's collection and shovm at the May meoting was one of special clarity 
and interest. It showed apatch of _Sphacrobolus,a tiny Gasteromycete or stomach 
fungus, not uncommon here on‘wet and rotten logs in winter. 


These little starry cups, only dout 2mm or perhaps 1/8in. across, are 
‘orange colored. In fact, through a lens cach looks like half an orange, its 
edges trimmed with the scissors into fancy points. When young they are spheri- 
- cal but as they grow and ripen the cover splits, revealing two little cups one 
inside the other, in ntact only at the rims. A minature cannonball, aout 
inn. in diomcter, rests in a sort of lubricating fluid at the bottom of the 
clastic inside lining. This inner cup suddenly swells and flics inside out, 
shooting the spore capsule for a metre or more. 


Jim's picture showed the various stages quite clearly. Closed cups; 
open cups; ond cups with the distended inner lining puffed out like a balloon. 
There was even a black spore capsule visible at the botton of the picture. 
English writers speak of Sphacrobolus as one of the Artillery Fungi. on account 
of this explosive method of spore dispersal. If a cluster of these particular 
fungi is kept in a closed dish the lid will soon be peppered with the small 
black missiles. Unlike most Gasteromycetes it is said to grow and fruit freely 
in pure culture in the laboratory. 


To people who would like to learn nore about the wonderful world of the 
fungi I would recommend _Ingold's " Biology of Fungi" ( Hutchinson ). 
Sinply written and well illustrated with drawings by a man who obviously m joys 
his subject it is also quite inexpensive. 


E.Lyndon. 


HITTCHELL RIVER GORGE 9th. July 1972. 
lienbers of Traralgon, Warragul and LatrobeValley Field Naturalist Clubs 
joined the Baimsdale Club and others on the outing to Billy Goat Bond on the 
llitchell River Garge. At this place theriver is lined with jungle growth and 
I suspect this would be one ofthe nost westerly appearances of the East Gipps- 
land jungle areas. 


The nain party descended to within » bout 20 ft. of the river bed on a 
precipitous track and returned along © gully end finally up, what appeared to 
me, an alnost perpendicular clinb. However as usual the effort was well worth 
while. 

“Ag we are not conversant with the East Gippsland plants, there were many 
new species to admire and jearn, Although 2 severe drought surrounds the area 
we were amazed at the condition of nany of the plants which did not appear to 
show much cffect. = Fa oe ee ine coe 
Sone of the creepers we had to learn were the Jasmin liorinda (liorinda jasminoides) 
which had orange berries, the robust llarsdenia rostrata with its nilky say and 
the Wonbat Berry ( Eustrephus latifolius ) with its orenge fruit and the Austral 
Sarsaparilla ( Smilax australis ) with its prickly stens. There was on,as yet, 
unnmed species of Daisy Bush with vory fine leaves. . 


contd. ..page D. 
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_IITTCHELL RIVER GORGE contd.. 


Ferns grew in plenty including the Sickle Form, Small Rasp Ferm, Rock Felt Fern, 

Tender Brake, Necklace Fern, Iaidenhair and the Rock Fern. ; 

We wero shovm the plants of the Streaked Rock Orchid and would liketo visit 
again when they are in bloom. Kamooka ( Tristania laurina ) The Wattle Acacia 

falciformis, Blue Olive Berry ( Notelaea ligustrina ) and the Waxflowor 

( Briostenon tracyphyllis ) were sone of the other plats identificd. 


. The views from the car park and fron the lower level were very beautiful. 


I an not passing an opinion on the dan siting as I fcel the issues are 
too big and too important to many people for me to get an understanding of then 
in such a short space of tine. 

We were assured that the Den of Nargun and all the Glenaladale National Park 
will not be flooded. : 


Bon Thompson. 


ae 
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‘Sunday March 5th, was al ready a coutiful, day when we left for the Bird 
Observers'Club sanctuary at Yellingbo on oe Woori Yallock Creek. The occasion 
was the dedication of memorials to Frank Jones and another member of that club, 
previously postponed by inclencnt weather. Frank's parents were unable to be 


.. present this time but other members of his family attended, About 100 poouler 


were presont, including 10 members of L.V.F.N.C. 


Hach nemorial is in the form of a well made, solid bench table and ti70 
forms painted dark green, with a small metal commemorative plaque, situated on 
eitner side of a beautiful tall ‘spreading eucalypt. 


It was amoving ceronony as the spoaker spoke of the service given by ~ 
Frank, andit is certain that his nemorial will be well used and appreciated by 
many for years to cone. 


After lunch some of us followed lir.Roy Wheeler 2 mile or so along the 
road to mother scction of the Creck inhabited by Helmeted Honeyeaters, where 
just the right combination of flora exists for them. We spent about an hour 
following their movenents through the trees on either side of the road and the 
Creek and counted 23, the maxinun to date. 


The Bird Observers! Club have co- -cperative farmer neighbours at Yelling— 
bo and. have planted many suitable native trees and shrubs in thehope of draw 
ing nore birds to the sanctuary, including the Helmeted Honeyeater, 


Two of us finished our day with a visit to the Villian Ricketts Sonctuary 
on lit. Dandenong, to find it very different from when scen a few years ago. 
The place is no longer 2 wild, slippery mountain-side with statues peeping unexp- 
ectedly out of the busa{though this might be preferred by nature lovers and even 
Willian Ricketts himsel*). It has beon made more accessible with paved paths and 
the statuary has been arranged beautifully to catch the light filtering through 
tall tree forms. Thougi somewhat commercialised now, it is well worth avisit to 
see the beauty of his sculpture and the meaning of hus work on behalf of our 
aboriginal brothers and sistors. 


Betty Koenp. 
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' BIRD NOTES 
Hay 6th. 1969. 
Driving dovm Rintoull's Road today, I steered carefully around what at 
first appeared to be a piece of fire blackonca branch fallen from one of the dead 
trees. Instead, it was a most unexpected addition to our local birdlist __ 
a Short-tailed Shearvater or iluttonbird. It nust have hit atree during the night, 
for there was a wound on its head and smears of blood on its wings. 
It was porfoctly frosh, so it was sent to the lusoun as a nev record for Traral- 
gon district . 
Note: A letter to lr, Roy Whecler of Bird Observers Club brought an answer saying 
these birds flock up the coast at this tine of the year to begin their nigration 
to the Northern hmisphere, but are sonctines blow inland by adverse winds. 
Our specinen must have been one of these. 


Decenber 13th. 1970. 


At 4.20pm. today, atthe edge of the road near the spot where Heather 
Christensen has twice picked up dead Banded Landrai S, 2 pair of these birds 
was shepherding five or six dowmy black chicks. 
By the time I had stopped the car and ran back, all the chicks but two had junmp- 
ed up the edge of the drain ond disappeared into the long grass. One of the two 
quickly did the samo; theother tumbled back once but succcedcd at the second 
attenpt. It was quickly followed by one parent while the other moved slowly 
toward the opposite side of the road, watching anxiously to seo if I was follovw- 
ing. This I had to do to chase it from theroad before an approaching car reached 
the spot. After this had passed I returned to ny car and sat watching. 
Soon, the bird which had followed the chicks returned alone to the road and 
crossed over, calling softly to its mate which came fron its hiding place to .. 
neet the other. The two returned together to where the chicks were hidden, then 
noved quickly away through the long grass which completely hid them all. 
Only the rippling of the grass showed there they were. The birds are slightly 
snaller than Dusky Moorhens, The light coloured horizontal head narking is con- 
spicuous; the buff breast patch and other narkings are not casily disti=guished. 
The birds flick their tails like swamphens, but less often 


Joy Johnstone. 


IY PRIEND THE THRUSH. 


In the area I often visit to get firewood there is a good variety of 
birdlife, Flame Robins, Blue Wrens, Yellow Robins, Thornbills, Butcher-birds 
with their wicked looking beaks, Rosella Parrots and many others. 

I just hear or get a glimpse of them as they pass by. 
The friendly one is a Grey Thrush, there are several in the area,and 
he arrives waiting for an easy meal es soon as he hears that I an working. 

Last visit , in the hollow logs there was an abundance of Tarantulas of 
all sizes. Small ones were casy picking, but when that bird tackled a big one 
he "got iti" across his beak and was wondering what to do next. 

When I left the scene he was still standing on a nearby stump, no doubt he hand- 
led the situation in his otm way. 
i guess the next trip he will be there to welecne ne. 

_tom loretti. 
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Snipits fron L.V.F.N.C. iecting 28th. July 1972. 
lr. Courtenay hed photographs of lustralian Grayling caught recently in the 
Thompson and liorvell Rivers. eer fish had been thought to be extinct in these 
rivers for the last fifty yea 
lir. Vourtenay also reported unas Yollow-vinged Honey-caters havecontinucd to nest. 
in his garden throughout most of the year. lirs. Johnstone says that under favour— 
ele conditions this is not unusual for this species. 


Ur, Toye displayed sketches and drawings by the junior naturalists from the 
Moe Prinary Schools in connection with the Edward Hunter Poet area. 
This work is done entirely out of school hours. 


Mir. Stezkenburg. showed nodels of urm—shaped nesting baskets made in Holland for 
the wild ducks. The baskets are tied in trees or raised dove ditches | on three 
sticks out of the way of predators, 


lirs. Lyndon provided many flowering specimens from Lyndon Park, gable ety 

They included two wattles, (Acacia ineravaneias) snowy River Wattle and Box-leaft 
Wattle (Acacia buxifolia), three grovillcas, G.lavandulacea, Ccccehiiotonsieat and 
G, punicea; two correas C.manii and ¢. lanccolata, 

There was a lovely specimen of Bereai spinulosa ond an Olearia sp. 


Bon Thompson brought the complete pod and open pod of the Twining Silkpod. 
Tho seeds were supported on silky feathery parachutes. ‘These specinens came fron 
Faixy Dell near Bairnsdale, 


ie en at ten mma 


POR CONSERVATION 


Tt has been said that man shall inherit the earth 
And toke the fruits and be glad of the Great Mother 
vho gave then birth. : 


i Se Res 
But, sad to say, many in this day of instant living 
fake fron this Blessed Mother, who is always giving 
Of her life without reserve, 
Not knowing to survive they must conserve 
Her natural flora and fauna with infinite care - 
Through these her finest laboratories 
She makes the purest of air. 


To those who love her and give their scrvice and praise, 
Who work to protect and her creature life upraise, 

Who labour to zvight the wrong ofthe unthinking few 
Whose deeds will bring a curse on the unborn too, 

To us who ma;r be on carth on probation 

Sho returns this love with Light, love and inspiration 


for conservation. 
Anon. 


CEG, 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE UEETING ist August 1972. 


Correspondence from a Mr. Andrews re joining the club. He will be contacted 
by a member of the executive. 

International Sorial Number Systom re directories for titles of periodicals. 
Requost from Place lame Committec, Dept. Crowm Lands and Survey re name of 
Peterson's Lookout. : 


Guided Tours of Cradle Mountain, Tasmania. 
Schedule of tours for the next year. No prices give . 


save the Kangaroo March through Mclhourne September 16th. 10.am. 
This club unable to attend but wish them well. 


Tasmanian Wilderness film show. Friday 29th. Septomber. National Herharium. 
Film produced by Ansett Airlines of Australia associated with Petar Sims. 
Tickets from Miss. lMcManamon Phone Melb. 340921 cxt. 1063 


Film Night Avgust 18th. Three films from Fishorics and Wildlife Department and 
one from Shell Company have been obtained. 

Special Mecting It was decided to hold a special meeting on 8th. Soptomber if 
it can be arranged. This will be to view a film on Lake Pedder which is such 
a conservation picce these days. Not definate yet. 


Programme 1973. We are already thinking ahead for noxt ycar. Members are 
asked to bring forward any suggestions in writing at the next mecting. 
Then the coxecutive can consider any ideas you may have. 


Supper Roster August 18th. Mrs. Wall 
vyohunteer required as Miss Komp not 


able to attend. 


Next Executive ilceting will be held Tucsday September 5th. at the home of 
llr. ee lirs. Barry Graham, Flynn. Commencing at 7.30pm. 


LAKE PEDDER FROM WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


At the July mecting, members and visitors were ontranced by the color 
film of Lake Pedder presented by thoLake Pedder Action Committee representatives. 


This lake, the highlight of a wonderland proclaimed in 1955 as The Lake 
Pedder National Park, was revealed as a unique gem which is in imminent danger 
of being lost forever as a result of the narrowmess of vision of ea fow men in 
high places who have not learned to value irreplaccable treasures that do not 
directly cost money to destroy. 


Copies of the book " Lake Pedder — Why allational Park ilust Be Saved " 
have now arrived, so are available to those who ordered them at tho mecting. 
It is indecd a very worthwhile production. 


J.and N.Brooks Werragul F.N.C. 


This is the same film which L.V.F.N.C. hopes to be able to obtain for the 
special mecting on September 8th. 
iid. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr, 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 3825. 


Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourm State School, YALLOURN 


SALE P.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: irs. K.Newnhan, 
P.0.Box 502, 
Sale. 5850. Tel. Sale 441406 


Iieetings commence at 8.oopm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the 0.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mx. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
¢ Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL r 2 i} e S ° 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.Brooks 

%3 Nobel Street, 

Warrezul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the drd. Friday each month 


at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. ee 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication. ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 


a a ssed to: § 
endeshould she saddressec so eronorarrand: tous (Mroeelebadtield) 


42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers 
Mrs. E.Lubéke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs, Crane 
Tel, Yallourn 
622215. 
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EXCURSION “O WIRTLDA 19th August 1972. 

Eleven cars left Tyers at 10.am. for what turned out to be a very pleas— 
ant day and certainly there was much to sce of interest to all those mambers and 
friends who took the trip. We ieft the cars on the mad at W.2. and set off on 
the track which icd to the Jim Peterson Cai which has been erected on awonder— 
ful site overlooking Wirilda. The stones in the cairn are beautifully m loured 
and as some were brought from as far as Mt. Howitt a lotof thought went into 
the building of this very fitting tribute to a much respected member of our club. 


After walking back to the cars we all enjoyed lunch before moving along 
to the Boola Boola Reserve for a short time. We then travelled on to Moondarra 
Dam and into’ the area controlled by Latrobe Valley Water andSewerage Board. 

A lovely drive on quite good gravel roads( except for one place) and one of our 
more clever botanists. was able to identify many of the wattles for us, lots of 
which are already in bloom and many yet to come into flower. 


Some of the people interested in birds were disappointed at the lack of 
bird life in the area although we did see Yellow Robins, some parrots and Red 
Browed Finches. We also heard Lyre Birds once or twice and did see their mounds, 
one had been used very recently and yust above it was a Yellow Robins nest, this 
belonged-to past seasons. Two members reported seeing a male Lyre Bird while” ~~ 
driving along the track to the cairn. 


Coral Fern was prolific along the track and I for one and possibly 
others were for the first time surprised to find there are two Siasan ERaTEDET Wypes, | 
the Pouched Coral Fem and the Scrambling Coral Fern. 


Afternoon tea was had by some while the still Srepeetee members Glimbed: 
up a nearby vantage point to look back across the Tyers River Gorge to the Jin 
Peterson Cairn which is visible from many places along the way. 


Everyone enjoyed this outing very much and these excursions are a wonder- 
ful way of cote to know each other lots better. 


Norine pokey 


SHORE BIRDS AT MOOLOOLABA Q. 


This morning we used Mr Boon! 8 pinoa lars and saw eight or ten little 
Dottrels all close in. I am sure there were four or five Double -. banded and 
all the others were little Red-caps. They are beautiful little birds. 

Then, across the river on the sendy strip in front of the mangroves there was 
a big browmm Eastern Curlew and lots of White Ibis. The Curlew was feeding with 
one ibis and they seemed to forage and feed togrther, They kept within a few | 
feet of each other all the time I was out there. Lace walked onto the sea beach 
and on to Pt. Cartwright collecting shells, I saw tio or three Night Herons 
across the river and stayed watching the birds till nearly midday, 
I have never seen those two sorts of dottrels so close, or for so long. 
7 May Galbraith. 

(from a letter) 
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ABGUT MEMBERS. 


Our Editor did not tell you she edited the last issue, and typed the 
stencils from a hospital bed, while recovering from abroken ankle - so someone 
else will have to.send in the news. She is now home, and promoted from crutches 
to a walking. stick. 

We all think it was a gallant effort. 
Mr. and iirs. L.Galbraith are at present in Queensland and bird notes from various 
letters have been passed on to the editor and may appear in the L.V.Naturalist 
from time to time. 


Mr. aud lirs. Stevenson and the boys have sent interesting messages during their 
round Australia trip. Last news was from near Wyndham when a mishap while filming 
from a moving cattle truck put mr Stevenson out of action - but not for long. 
They should now be in Geraldton and are expected home in mid-September, 

We wonder how many butterflies have been tagged on the way— and how much bark 
they are bringing home. 


Mr. and lirs. Alan Morrison have been photographing wildflovers and enjoying the 
beauty and interest of wildflowers and birds in Ammhem Land, but are now home. 


Wiss Rossiters wildflowers are thriving at her home 'Nakkala' at South Wm garatta 
and some are coming into bloom now(mid August). 


lin. Rogers, one of the discoverers of the mcient fossil footprints in the Snowy 
River Gorge has had an exciting trip in with Mr. Wakeficld to bring out the rock 
@®ntaining the footprints by helicopter. 


Mir. and lirs. Lyndon should be in West Australia now. They left early in August 
for a leisurely caravan trip. 


Now it is only left for the editor to thank Miss Galbraith for these notes, and 
also for the kind words said about me(the editor). 

By the time this issue is printed I should be about on two legs without the aid 
of a walking stick. 4 


tj 


YOU NEVER KNOW ...: 


The Warragul Club's 1972 \ugust excursion won't be forgotten for a very 
long time. What started out in a very uninspiring way -- members waiting at . 
and going to wrong places never to mect the Official Party, rain, heavy cloud— 
thick fog, the prospect of a thorough wetting in the bush, culminating in not 
being able to find the place we were looking for ——- proved once again that it is 
what can't be foreseen that makes a Ficld Naturalists outing an adventure with 
rewards that ever lure the members on. 


In a gully not far from Mt. Worth and near the proposed new National’ Park, 
we found a fallen Slender Tree Fern, the fronds waging abattle for survival . 
against hungry wallabies(presumably). Its identity was decided when, on looking 
upwards from near its base, we sav its erstvhile mate standing proudly erect. 
Another even taller one was growing not far away. They are apparently quite at 
home in these Strzelecli gullies(gulches ?). (After climbing out of one, you may 
well wonder!) After years of searching, we have found these ferns widely distri- 
buted in specialised conditions, but far from common among the Soft Treeferns 
within reach of permament water. 

co nt.pv3 
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Shortly afterwards, one inquisitive member taking a look at the variety - 
‘of the ferns growing up the creek hank, noticed a small stranger not seen before, 
not ever, not like anything in these parts. A. delicate plant, he took one frond, 
a bare 3"°in length, noted a characteristic feature of the maidenhair group. 
“" Well! This i8 somevning! * On further examination, the plant was seen to be 
growing out from the group of fronds first seen, as on a runner. Now he wishes 
he had been a bit more carefully obsexvant! 
Going back there will still be very hard work. 

On the way bac to the car ( containing "the library" ), one of the party 
was tripped by sme wretched plant that had strung itself across the path, a 
wallaby track. But here esain it pays to be more observant, The next person 
looked at the obstacle — —" Look what youtripped overt " It was only a Red. 
Passionflower vine. One ph tographed by the late Herbert Reeves near Mt.. Worth 
disappeared under a patch of blackberries 30 years ago, the next one reported 
to the Herbarium from this, the farthest west this plant of the moro’ tropical 
‘places occurs naturally, was one only and was found in the Moonlight Creek area 
on the 18th. April 1971, 


A little further oa, some strange animal droppings on the ground caused 
eyes to be directed upwards. Sure enough, only 20 ft. up seated on a long branch 
no thicker than a man's wrist and holding a couple of pencil-sized twigs growing 
straight upwards, was a Koala interested in nothing more than what he could see 
with his eyes tightly closcd, There was just something about that Koala that 
seomed to pay us well for all our hard iebour scrambling and climbing into and 
then out of that cam-yourpay gully. sky Pay ah 


Back at the startiug point, wo éismvered ourmysterious stra gor was no 
less than a Filmy Maidenhair VWern-- very exciting! 92 years'ago, in May 1880, 
one single specimen was cullecved frea a tributary of the upper Lang: Lang River. 
tho only one: .vefded in Victoria before this 4 ane 
It grows in 1.S:.W., Now Zcolend, and awey as far as tropical Asia, including the 
areas inbetween, but recuires very special conditions for its establishment’ and 
existence this far souin, We will be keeping a keen lookout inside the new 
National tiark for more such finds, 
some rare plants have peen found there already and it has the potential in 
its many obscure rocesses, harl.of atcosu nov vot explored, and in some that 

Have! 


GED ele ro 


Awihor: Jack Brooks; Basis Garry Andrew. 


BED. NOL | 


In three days run to Port Augusta via Calder Highway to Ouyen, Pinnaroo, 
Waikeric wo only note’ four Kookaburras and they were in the better parts of 
Victoria. Only four Hawks species of which the littic Kestrel is by far. the most 
plentiful, living off the mice and insects in the long grass along roadsides and 
railways. Tyo beautiful Mellee Fowl fed on the roadside in the Mallee of South 
Australia emd mobs of Emus were enjoying the young wheat. Galahs arc common 
everyvhere and apparently suffer from insommnic, shricking all night. 

We have scen sone pretty parrots as yot not definately identified. 


ne era as a RN LR RK RRR am 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY. 


- Members of the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) held a seminar 
in Traralgon to acquaint the public with the Authority's aims and general prog- 
ramme. The Meyor of Traralgon introdiced Ir. John Alder Deputy Chairman of 
EPA, lir. Paul Leroy Air Quality Officer, Dr. Bruce Middleton Co-ordinating Offi- 
cer and irs. Jean O'Donahue Public Relations Officer. 


The afternoan took the form of an Audio-visual sequence, addresses on 
the structuring of the act, and the waste discharge licensing system. 
Then followed question time and finally o documentary by fir. Davies. 


_The Audio-visual sequence @vered some beauty spots and the countryside 
as it should. be and still is in places and a tour of some of the trouble spots 
from the EPA point of view. The trouble spots covered pollution of air, water 
andland, There was also a section on what is d ready being accomplished by the 
MidLlbourne end Metropolitan Board of Works andothers. 


The main theme ofthe addresses was that the EPA wouldrequire waste dis- 
charge licenses for all waste discharged into the environment. Itwouldnot be a 
license to pollute but rether a restricted licmse to discharge waste hn a form 
that does not pollute the environment, Noise will also need licensing. 
The first offence against alicense will be $500.00 and subseauent offences 
$5,000 cach or $2,000 a day while itlasts. 


The act at present is only partly in effect and is a Victorian State 
Legislation md not ea Federal Act. 


The UPA can grant licenses with or without restrictions or can refuse a 
license altogether. Main areas at the moment are air, water, soil, litter and 
noise. 

Some research areas are car exhausts, environmental projects in ostuarics 
and local tips. Some problems needing investigation are salinity in irrigation 
districts in the N.W.; sewerage problems in the country; solid waste dispersal 
and tipping areas; and use of pesticides in agricultural areas. 

Everybody has aresponsibility and nobody will finally be exempt from a license 
ifthey discharge into the environment. 


EPA policies:— A stondard for quality of water in PortPhillip Bay and 
its tributarics according to the use of the areca, for example swimming areas 
will require a high degree of quality. 

All stondards, licenses, results of rescarch and other information held by the 
EPA-will beopen to public scrutiny at o11 times. Eventually there will be stand- 
ards of EPA policies for all sections of the act. EPA feels public cducation 
and information will play a very important part nov. 


Tho re are 3 basic bodies in the EPA :— EP authority consisting of three 
people; EP council of seventeen people of technical, administrative and public 
intercsts ond the EP appeal Board. 

Air Pollution :— Of necessity me arcas will have to be tomporarily 
exempt e.g. cars, backyard incinerators and home heating units. 


Itis expected that there will be approx. 10,000 license applications for air 
alone, 


co ntd..ppd. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY @ ntd. 


Water Pollution :— Temporary exemptions — septic tanks, storm water 
discharges and discharges into irrigation channels. 


Solid Waste:— Carricrs and tip operators will both need licenses. 


Noise s—- No licenses initially until further research has decided levels 
of tolerable noisc, time, intensity and zoning of areas. 


Pople will have 3 months to apply fosw license after the remainder of the 
act is passed. There will be a sliding scale of fees depending on size of m®ncem 
and potential: to pollute. All information will be computerised so that the 
public can be warned of severe conditions in a given areca at a givon time. 


Lincensees will be responsible for monitoring thoir discharges and EPA 
will also haveits owm monitoring cquipnent. 


The Appeal Board consists of 3 officers — a legal officer, and two skilled 
in the study of the environment. A third party affectcd by granting license can 
appeal and licenses can be altered after being granted. 


_ EPA consider three of the main basic causes of pollution are, 
1. Population explosion, 2. all people want more manufactured goods and this | 
places tremendous load on environment, 3. motor vehicles necd much more control 
of pollution potential. 


During question time the following facts were clucidated:— 
The present act takes precedence over all previous acts where any conflict 
occurs; Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage Board will pw bably be responsible 
for policing water discharge licenses in the Latrobe Valley. 
The Yarra River will be divided into 10 sections cach with its own standard, 
licensing will be necessary for burning off by forestry officers, rural fire 
brigades and others. Where there is any confliction over pollution between tyo 
partics the EPA will have the final say. 


The documentary was mainly a series of many areas that are bad.y polluted 
al-ready and will nocd much work to bring them up to EPA standards. 
I found it a rather depressing film and certainly a condemnation of the public's 
present attidude to pollution. I fecl EPA-have a very big worthyvhile job ahead 
of then. as 
Bon Thompson. 


GEYERAL MELTING SEPTEMBER 22nd. 


This will be in the form of a practical working night,so members will 

be able to use the plant keys to help identify their plants. 
irs Thompson asks that you bring to the necting :- 

Magnifying glass, Wildflowers of Victoria (Galbraith) as this contains glossary. 
Key to the Forns (Tumor) published in Issue No47 L.V.Naturalist. 

Any other Keys or glossary of botanical terns, 

Both lr. and Mrs Thompson have put a lot of work into preparing for the necting 
so it will be up to the members then to support then by doing some work O1S0. 

The excursion on September 23rd. will also consolidate sone of the facts which 


will be given the previous night. 


a 
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FILM NIGHT AUGUST 18th. 1972. 


The first film was "Menura"and told the story of the Lyre Bird. 
We could see and hear the dance of the male bird as he performs on his stage. 
The Lyre Bird is a wonderful mimic and the film showed this aspect, also we saw 
the fomale as she tended her nest and fed her chick. 
Most people would have sccen films about Monura before , but we never tire of 
sceing once more the beauty of this interesting Australian specics. 


The second film Pesticides in Focus was supplicd by a company which is 
involved in making pesticides. We saw the research and ficld work which gocs 
into the making of these products. Of interest was a segment which showed a 
biological control using-ladybirds, so all thoir research is not always in the 
chemical ficld. 

Most people would have found this an interesting filn. 


The third film Catching Stripics showed the fishing boats from Lakes 
Entrance while catching the Striped Tuna. We saw the use of the monofilament 
net which we were told about by Hr. A. Roberts at the June mecting. | 
The fishing industry is using the latest clectronic devices to help in locating 
the fish. : 
On behal f of all present Mr. Moretti thmked Mrs. Crane who was the projectioniat. 


L.Padficld. 


BAIRY DELL. 


By the courtesy of the Bai msdale Ficld Naturalist Club we visited the 
f rest reserve named Fairy Dell. Despite the very severe drought in those parts 
the Dell was a delightful place. We could just imagine what it would be like in 
a normal scason. Some of tho foims wero showing the effects of the continued dry 
season by being very dry and some even starting to wither and this in the middle 
of winter. I suspect many small fers had dl ready died dovm to await the rains. 
Many of the ferns had been eaten off by grazing of native animals. 


Thore was a lovely avenue of King Ferns on cither side of a dry water— 
course with Waterforns, Ma denhair, Pilmy ®orns end others as an understory. 
Behind the King Forms were Rough Trecfors. 


In the Dell itself we cncountered for the first time, the Fragrant Fem, 
However we could not find how it got its nme. We crushed part of a pinnule, 
scratched the midrib end disturbed the fer generally. On our return to Baimns— 
dale we were told it has a decided fragrance when_wet. Under such dry conditions 
no wonder we didn't smell it. 


Another first for us was the Prickly "reefern — a delightful lacy troc- 
forn when viowed from beneath — due mainly I think to the small pinnules. 
But on close wmntact it was no problem to find out how it got its name, 
The prickles persisted on the froni bases and all along the nidrib of the fronds. 
The prickles were up to 7" long and very sharp. 


Othor East Gippsland ferns were the dolightful Lacy Ground ern with its 
two valved indusium around the sori and the Rock Felt Fern with its tyo different 
sha ed leaves on the one plant. The clongated leaves appear to carry the sori 
while the circular ones are apparently barren and just felt—like on the under 


surface, co ntd..pp7 
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Ps ae we =-~ “RATRY- DELL contd. 


For the day we recorded 20° ferns and were told of the Jungle Brake further on. 
The total recorded for the area is 27 under favourable conditions; so we wore 
very pleased with our cffort,. 


. Apart. from forms there were many of the creepers seen at Billy Goat Bend 
plus 2 thick vine knoim as a Water Vine (Cissus hypoglauca), The Dwining Silk 
pod (Parsonis brovmii)had seeds everywhere and the Lilly Pilly (Acmena smithii) 
trees were huge, approx.15-ft. in circumference about 4 ft. from the ground, 
Wattles, Eucalypts, Daisy-bushes, Everlastings and many others make a very 
interesting orea. 

To complete the day we sav anong other birds the King Parrots and found 
a Lyrebird's nest which we think was almost compicted as it was lined with 
freshly plucked feathers. 


It was a most enjoyable day and we thank our hostess sib friends fron 


C 


. the Bairmsdale Club. 
: Bon Thonpson. 


A VISIT? TO THE LOWAN SANCTUARY LITTLE DESERT. 


On our way to the Flinders Ranges, we stopped overnight at the Horshan 
Gavayen Park on the banks of the Wimmera River. We had planned to call at tho 
Lowan Sanctuary, five miles from Kiata, and spond sonc vane there. 

There had boon rain the previous weck and the track was 2 little muddy. 

We walked along the nature trail and noticed that a few of the plants were ale - 
roady in bloom - two or throc acacias, flane—heath and coral—heath with the pron— 
ise of more to core. On talking to the ranger, we were invited to follow his 
vehicle as ho was going to scc a lowan and its mound. After driving for two or 
three niles we then walked through the scrub to 2 large mound, ‘perhaps ten fect 
in dianeter ond raised about tio feet above ground level. The cm tre, of the 
mound was heaped with debris — sticks, leaves and twigs. On secing tho’ rongor = 
cup his hands around his nouth, we thought ho was about to imitate the call of 
the Lovwan. yah ate our syvama see when he called loudly three tines," Ronco!" 
Very soon, a fine nale nellee fowl which energod from the bush and approached 

us Was revo mae by the ranger throwing it a few grains of wheat which ho carr 
icd in atobacco tin in his pocket. His Tek Julict, was shyer and wo didn't 

sce her, : 

A fonale Lowan may lay up to twenty eggs in a breeding scason, perhas 
seventcon of which may hatch. However, only one of these chicks may reach 
breeding age. The ranger had knorm iejaters for a period of seventeen years and 
had beon able to build up a strong bond of friendship, so much so that this part— 
icular pair would allow hin to help then with thoir mound building operations, 

take temperatures of the mound and weigh the cggs. 
As we had many more miles to travel that day we relunctantly took leave of the 
ranger and his Lowans but decided that the Little Desert would be on our 
calendar for a future visit. 


Alen Chonbers. 
Traralgon P.M FoN.C. 
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th. SEPTEMBER 1972. 


Lake Pedder Film to be postponed until January 1973 meeting when we always have 
--a fitm night. 
The Secretary to write to Lake Pedder Action Committee asking if this will be 
convenient for then t send filn. 


_REPORT OF EXECUDLVE Meprine 


Native Plant Preservation Society have written thanking L.V.F.N.C.for their 
cheque thus finalising Photoflora business. 


“¢trboo hire Council are favourably impressed by Mrs. Lyndon's suggestion for a 
reserve on Old Fire TowerHill, but land belongs to Forest's Commission whose 
permission must be obtained before further action is taken. 

The Shire will contact us when further news is available. 


Environnent Research Centre. Advice received about the formation of this organ— 
isation in Adclaide,and inviting membership from interested people who feel they 
nay have sonething to contribute towards environmental research. 


Conservation Council of Victoria sent newsletter asking if we wanted more copies. 
Decided to ask for six copies which will be available at next general meeting. 


Baw Baw Camp in January 1973. Ski Lodge has been booked for our clubfron Friday 

night until Monday. Lgdge can accomadate 29 people so members will need to book 

carly so as not to be disappointed. 

Cost will be $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for children per night. Mrs Lubcke will 

be responsible for bookings. We may be able to obtain extra lodge if more people 
wish to spend the weekend at Baw Baw. 


Avon Chann cl Country. Decided to have excursion October 14th.15th. Cm pout if 
desired othervise day outing. Mr. Cane thinks the road is good now and flowers 
reasonable in spite of dry scason. Road unlikelt to suit caravans, those. who 
wish can stay overnight in Maffra or Stratford. 


Little Snake Island fxcursion September 30th. After discussion it was decided 

to leave the date unchanged.Considering that our President and the Fisheries and 
Wildlife Officers from Yarram and Traralgon had gone to considerable trouble to 
arrange thisouting 

This. action is regrettable but unavoidable as we asic yet to hear fron Baimsdele 
about any arrangenents for the weckend. Also it was not Ikmowm how many poops 
would actually go to Bairnsdale. 

The Secretary will write to Bairnsdale Club apologising for the absence of our 
club on Sevtenber 30th. and explaining the situation. 


Menbers attending the Snake Island trip please remember that you will have to 
step into approxinately 10in. of water to reach the beach. The boat omer will 
tow a dinghy and you will be landed from this smaller baoat. 


iWeohing at Bairnsdale . This cones from the Western Victorian Ficld Naturalist's 
Association which net last at Bendigo 24th. June 1972. 

We know nothing cxcept that there is a meeting on the Saturday night and an 
excursion on Sunday. 


Supper Roster September 22nd. Carol and Margarct. 


Next Executive Meeting will be held at the home of lirs. Padficld 42 Strzclecki 
Road, Yallourn. “Tuesday 26th. September at 7.50pm. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe, 3825.6 


Meetings commence at 7.50pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourm State School, YALLOURN 


SALE PLN.C. 
Honorary Secretary: lirs. K.Newnhan, 
P.0.Box 502, 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


lieetings commence at 8.oopm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON F.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mx. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the ist Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.1.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warrazul, 3820. Tel. W'gul’ 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 5rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 
and should be addressed to? po .orary wditor (Iirs. L.Padfield) 
42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 


a ed 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. E.Lubtke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 5840. 


SS 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tel, Yallourn 


622215. 
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Latrobe Val ley Neturalist (4) Issue No.106.0ctober 1972 
in THE USE OF KEYS IN NATURAL HISTORY ~~ 
Talk by Mrs 0.Thompson to L.V.r. WiC. 22nd. September 1972 .. 


Many botanical. books have keys for identification oi plants, they make 
identification easier and quicker. 
This is because we do not- have to read the exact description of the whole group 
of a species. Mrs Thompson then showed two specimens of Correa, explaining that 
without akey we tend to notice the differences and if these are not important 
they will not be written into the description. These two specimens had differ 
ent leaves, but were both Correa reflexa because of Calyx lobes and the two 
reflexed leaves above the flower. They would both key out to Correa reflexa. 
Of course they may be di fferent varieties, so keys help us to know which 
features of a species or family are of the most importance in identification. 


Keys are usually compiled by scientists for their studies and because 
of this the language used must be precise. 
“ometimes it is not sufficient to say pointed leaves or petals; but what kind 
of point?. Pungent , acute or accuminate. 
These precise terms also allow for brevity, e.g. peduncle is the common stalk 
of a group of flowers and_pedicel is the stalk of a single flower, 
Pinnac is the first division of aleaf ,and pinnule is the second division as 
in ferns, wattles etc. 
This difficulty with botanical language can easily be overcome by using the 
glossary in front of most books or by using a botanical dictionary. 
These are usually inexpensive items and most useful . 


Most keys use the botanical names of the plants, this saves confusion. 
Hach plant has its omm botanical name and is used throughout the world with no 
two plants having the same name. With common names there can be much @nfusion. 
e.g. Voral Fern is also Umbrella Fern. 


The botanical names are not as confusing as they appear at first, 
Usually the specific name applies to some portion of the plant or is named 
after the person who found it or first described it. 

e.g. prostrata means prostrate and applied to Rumning Postman is most apt. 
Longifolia means long leaves, rubra means red, microphylla means little leaf, 
The generic or family name often applies to some chacteristic of the Eroup or 
after some important person. 

Thelymitra means womans headdress, especially women of religious orders, 
Caladenia means beautiful gland, Pterostylis means winged column. 

These features and others were illustrated on the screen by slides taken by 
Mr, Thompson 

Correa is named after a Portugese botanist, Melaleuca means black and white 
after the bark of some asiatic species. 

Plmts with meuleri are after Baron Yon Meuller and victoriea after Queen 
Wale rfojraiishs Oe 

It is necessary to know the limitations of the keys you are using. 

For example Keys in Beagle apply to plants that grow in the Sydney and Blue 
Mountains area , in Miss Galbraithts book to Victoria, and in Black to plants 
of Youth Australi . -The descriptions will be valid, allowing for iocal variat= 
ions, wherever the plants grow but if your specimen does not key out it means 
it does not grow in the area for which the key was compiled or has not been 
recorded there. 

CON sts 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (2) Issue No.106. October 1972. 


a ier ew eater entitmenrent pellicle ierraeta nn ameealjarn ie 
THE USE OF KEYS IN NATURAL HISTORY contd... 


lirs Thompson had made up two keys - one for Pea—flowers of the Traralgon 
South area; the other for the 10 wattles seen on a previous excursion and 10 
more that grow in the Traralgon south area. 
Mrs Thompson also explained that the keys were very limited but allowed for them 
to be easy to use for beginners. 


The remainder of the evening was taken up with some practical work with 
people using the keys which had been supplied. There was great excitement when 
someone actually keyed out one of the specimens . 

All voted this a most interesting evening and our thanks go to Mr. and lirs. 
Thompson for the work in making it so. 


L.Padfield. 


(using notes used by Mrs. Thompson) 


EXCURSION T0 LITTLE SNAKE ISLAND 30.9.72. 


Thirty two members and two children were the party which left by boat 
for Little Snake Island. 


The first wildlife scen was about fourty kangaroos, these we saw as we 
walked across the sand to the island proper. Later in the day the passed quite 
near some of the party as others disturbed them. 

After leaving our lunch bags under some Blackwood trees, members set out to 
"explore", returning for lunch when the spot was located again or when one 
became hungry and then setting out again. 


It was a mild day, but an East wind was blowing and that made locating 
birds and photography difficult, so the day favoured the botanists. 
seventy species were recorded including eleven orchids, most in bloom, one was 
the rather rare Golden Lip. 


Twentyfive birds were recorded including “nipe, Dotterel, Quail, Pigeon, 
Spoonbill and Chats which the observers could not classify further, and a pair 
which still remain unidentified. Perhaps a new species, they were to me. 

Some people were lucky enough to sce deer. Cattle were also on the island. 
No snakes were reported. A community of black ants tin. long all had mounds of 
small tussock built above their holes. 


The wind played havoc with the hats,I think three were "lost", to be re- 
tricved by others for their ovmers, one after a dramatic 100 yd. chase along 
beach ending when the hat reached the water. 

The last areature seen was in the shallows while waiting for the boat— bright 
hairy red legs wxtended from a 4in. shell, the home of a hermit crab! 


The jourmey over was quite smoothm but on returning to shore for the returm 
trip the wind was quite strong and the tide rising, resulting in some of us 
getting our boots full of water getting into the boat. The spray made some of 
the party rather wet as we battled the elements on the return trip. 

However we all landed safely, satisfied, some sopping and perhaps sleepy after 
a memorable day. 


Heather Christensen 
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a A ei RNB IR Coch, 
BIRD VISITORS TO MY GARDEN — ON JUST ONE WINTER DAY. 

Seen on 2 mid-July afteroon, a very overcast,coldone, while enjoying a late 

lunch cup of tea. 

Eastern Spinebill ... on and about daphne bush. 

White -Eared Honeyeater ... on daphne, then hunting for insects poy fallen 

leaves near by, then visiting pond for a drink. 

Small grey bird ? about the size of castem spinebill, first seen on trunk of 

prunus, then on quick departure flight. No timeto really observe - - possibly 

a scrub wren or ? ? ?, 

Grey Fantail about berry bush engaged in its usual acrobatic catching insects 

in flight activity. 


Spotted Turtledove ... picking about lawn. 
Blackbirds ... (2 males) busily digging for food. 


Sparrows, Indian Myna ... 

Rosella Porrot.... feeding on berry bush. 

Wrens. .» ( 2 — immature or female ~ - the former, I think) picking under lemon 
tree ( a favourite spot) 

Blackbird (female) resting near lemon treo. 


3.50pm. 

Magpies (3) (( all feeding on front lavm - — after the magpics 
Starlings 20, at least had notified me that it was feeding time, and rec- 
Sparrow eived their usual offering of pets'mince, 


The preceding list is particularly gratifying as it followed a very 
enjoyable morning with bird visitors. 

For some da 7S, I have had the pleasure of watching the two little wrens that 
daily spend some time in my back garden, particularly under the lemon tree ~ ~— 
perhaps rotting lemons attract small insects that they like, because when the 
lemons are cleared away they seem to spend less time there. 

While watching the wren pair this morning, I saw a white-earcd honeyeater 
on my daphne; then, to my delight, an caster spinebill joined it on the bush. 
What a lovely sight it was when the two little wrens also made it the scene of 
their activities only five yards from where I was sitting !! 


The caster spinebill stayed for sometime after the others had departed, 
taking its fill from the daphne flowers in a most graceful manner. It also 
decided to try a jonquil, but did this whilst fluttering in front of it,with no 


attenpt to cients 

Suddenly the little bird appeared to be startled by my prescence— although 
I was not conscious of having moved - and took a hurried departure. 

I hed seen the white-carcd honeycater at one of my nectar bottles obi one 
in the day — twice. 

Yhat onjoyment bird visitors add to ones garden; but, oh, how time con— 


suming is the watching —- but how rewarding $ i: 


H. Crane 
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_PHE - DISTRIBUTION ‘OF VICTORIAN PLANTS, 


The small book Distribution of Victorian Plants by Dr. Churchill, mr 
Victorian Government Botanist, will be invaluable in the recording of ine dist- 
ribution of our plants which is still imperfectly known; but the book is inval- 
uable in many other ways. 


‘ 


It contains a list of all known Victorian species(3232) of flowering plants, 
ferns and fern. allies, including naturalized introduced species. It records 
also any obselete names for those species, the author of eack species (the 
botanist who first described it). the family to which it belongs, and its know 
distribution (from Herbarium records Up, to 1970). The distribution is indicated 
by letters related to a grid NCS ictoria and shown inside the ‘front and — 
back covers of the book. 


The book costs $3.00, and Tate of plants on each grid on small cards are 
available at 5 cents each. 

The cards are very useful when visiting a new locality, giving a list of most 
of the plants to be expected; and useful in familiar localities as showing 
which species are not yet recorded. Our knowledge of the latter can be used _ 
to make the records more complete. Our own district is in grid "I". ~. 


A copy of the book has been given to our club by the F.N.C.V. " in anticipation: - 
of your kindness and help when we spend a week in Gippsland between Christmas 
and New Year,"said Miss Allender when she gave it to me to pass on to you. 

The Club outing next summer will be based in Leongatha where we know our South 
Gippsland members, Mr. and Mrs. Lyndon and"the Brewsters" will have much to 
show them, but we hope it may be possible for them to spend a day in the 
Latrobe Valley, or for some of us to share some of the outings. 


i thanked iiss Allender on behalf of our L.V.F.N.C. 
She felt it was a pity to wait until summer to give it to us when we could 
be usinf it this spring. 


Jean Galbraith. 


" BIRDS NEAR DANITHIN ROCK QUEENSLAND. 


We ate our lunch at Dunithin Rock, in a sunny cleft and looked over 
rivers and lagoons and goldy green canefields and the blue mountains behind. 
Here we saw a flock of lovely jewel like Rainbow Birds, then we drove down and 
stopped at a good bird spot near the river. 

We saw liistletoe Birds, Rufous—throated Honeyeaters; very loud and sweet singers 
Red-backed Wrens, lots of Grey Fantails, Rainbow and several other Lorikeets, 
Peaceful Doves(they are so peaceful they would hardly leave the -roadjand heard 
Whip-birds and thrushes ‘and Noisy Friar Birds .. .. It was so exciting seeing 
Red-backed Wrens. They were a"first time bird" and so were the Hastern Curlews. 
I do hope we see a Jabiru and also a Jacana ( Lotus Bird) 


May Galbraith 
(from aletter) 
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Traralgon Field Naturalists Club excursion to Coolart, a bird Sanctuary 
on private property, situated near Somers on the Mormmington Peninsula. 


We were met at the entrance gates by Mr. W.Davis who was the leader for 
the day. He then proceeded to explain how the bird sanctuary came into being, 


lir, Luxton, the owner of the property at the time and a great bird lover, 
first built a retaining wall to collect the run-off water from the property 
thus forming an artificial lake. He then planted willow trees along the banks 
to enhance the beauty of the area and over the course of time the native scrub 
regenerated and birds began to frequent the lake. After a severe drought in 
1956 the lake dried out and lir, Luxton used a bulldozer to form small islands 
and then nature took a hand and covered them with vegetation. Birds then began 
to nest and breed on these islands. In 1962 the first young ibis were bred and 
have multiplied progressively until as many as two thousand birds use the lake. 
The following species of birds have been recorded :— 
Blue billed duck (rare), little pied cormorant, white ibis, eastern swanp hen, 
coots, dusky moorhen, chestnut teal, grey teal, black duck, spoonbill, white- 
eyed duck, black wmrmorant, royal spoonbill, little grebe, black swan and spur 
winged plover. cir 


With the aid of binoculars we were able to observe some of these birds: 
nesting with their young while others abounded in the trees close by. We then 
walked completely around the lagoon and watched the various birds from different 
positions through the trees. This took up all the morning and we arrived back 
at the lovely old homestead ready for lunch. After lunch we then looked ay und 
the garden which had a large variety of flowers, shrubs and trees. One tree in 
particular which took our interest was the ginkgo tree, a native of China, and 
one of the oldest species of trees in the world. It has a maiden hairtype of 
leaf which in the autumn turns to gold. The female species bears a hard kernel 
fruit. Birds noted in the garden were. the buff tailed thormbill, yellow winged 
honeyeater and the blue wren. 


The rest of the afternoon was spent looking at the area for future 
industrial development along Western Port Bay. 
This area stretches from-Sandy Point to Yaringa boat harbour, a distance of 
twelve miles and covering an area of about twentysix square miles. 
At Stoney Point we observed the striated field wren, white faced heron, banded 
landrail, egret, ibis and silver gull. These birds frequent the salt flats and 
mangroves, Although it was depressing to see the devastation caused by some 
industries, it was inspiring to see what has been attained for conservation 
at Coolart. , a) 
Our thanks go to Mrs. McLeod for arranging this delightful excursion, 


Margaret Wall. ; 
Traralgon Field Naturalists Club 


LatrobeValley Naturalist ~~~ ~~ (6) Issuc No.106. October 1972. 


’ JACKY AND THE SNAKE.’ 


One day while working near a swamp, which has o variety of wildlife 
including snakes, I noticed a Jackass sitting on a limb of a stunted blackwood 
tree all the morning. 

After lunch there was a scuffle among the rushes ans I could sce jacky turning 
somersaults and flapping his wings. After a few minutes things quictened dom 
and jacky was walking out backwards tugging something after him, it was a snake 
about tio feet long! 

He got his victim oe the ploughed ground, and round two started with 
jacky getting the worst. He had his victim close behind the head and that allowed 
the snake good leverage to roll, writhe and twist. All jacky could do was hang 
on tight.; however the snake went limp and jacky flew into the tree with his 
snake still firmly clasped in his beak; you could sce the look of satisfaction 
the. way that bird admired the catch. 


The trouble had only just started. There was a Swamp Hawks nest in the 
swamp with three eggs in it and jack was worried co ‘oh time one flew or circled 
the ae 

Jacky's domestic home was about a quarter mile away across a paddock of 
oats. The next problem was to cross the oats and carry that snakc. 
Jacky took off and started to lose height. The further he went the lower he a 
until he was just skimming the crop. I thought'this is it’, but no, he turned 
and battled to get back to the fence for a rest, and then Baek to his tree for 
about an hour; then he took off again, this time while he was fresh he made ~ 
height by circling. 
When he was happy about altitude he comfortably glided right home to his trec, 
and by the noise and squabbling I think that dinner was late. 


Tom Morotti. 


THE FOX THAT CAME TO DINNER. 


I had stopped to eat my lunch in the gully of Second Creek , at Walker 
ville, after a strenuous tussle with the scenery in that narrow gorge. 
A patch of sunshine fell through the canopy above and warmed a mossy log that 
would serve nicely for a table so I unpacked my succulent chicken leg and sett— 
led dovm to cnjoy it. 


The appetising aroma must have drifted back dovmstream for all of a 
sudden 2 twig snapped loudly andinto the clearing there trotted a big dog fox, 
his chestnut pelt and thick brush showing handsomely against the ferns. 

Foxes are supposed to be wily and cunning but this one neither scented nor saw 
me leaning over the log although only the narrow stream separated us. For some 
reason,when I am suddenly confronted with a carnivore a cold shiver runs down 

my spine, a sort of Red Riding Hood and the Wolf reaction, just a momemtary 
feeling. So there I was, while thatold fox advanced to the nearest treefern 
trunk and lifted his leg against it like any poodle on a leash. Such nonchalance$ 
I leaned towards him and said adwiringly "Well, arent you the bold fellow" 

and laughed aloud. Poor Reynard, who had just stepped on to the log to cross 

the water, threw himself convulsively siideways and the ferns swallowed him up. 
Only a faint ripple among the leaves showed the speed of his cxit. 


H.Lyndon. 
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MY_LYREBTRD IN SHERBROOKE FOREST. 


Several years ago we joined the Melbourne Bushwalkers on a hike to 
Sherbrooke Forest. We left at davm for an excursion led by Dr. Smith. It was a 
beautiful day when We entered Sherbrooke gate. There were plenty of birds. 

We wanted to wateh Lyrebirds and perhaps see them dance. Our leader knew of a 
nest and several mounds in a beautiful spot just off the track. 


We saw several females and at least two males spreading out their beaut— 
iful tails dancing. One of them was Spotty, who was killed a few years later. 
We still treasure the photos..we took then and have a soft spot for Spotty. 


Very close to the tracks on Mt. Erica in Autumn and Winter we often hear 
Lyrebird calls. But there always seems to be tell-tale currawongs or parrots , 
letting the birds know there is danger. Then the calls stop abruptly. 

It is no use stalking them; the tell—tales watch. our progress. So we decided to 
once again go to Sherbrooke Forest and try our luck. 


The first part of the track is beautiful, a hill on the right, a sich). 
gully on the left, Lyrebirds were calling from the top and answered from below 
and vice versa. Then a bird called from the right, but even without tell—tales 
suddenly there was deep silence. Hither it played possum or we had our noses : 
too close to the ground while it laughed quietly on a branch above. bs 
Later we saw a male bird feeding. We crept close, it scratched the.soil-and-: 
leaves, picked up grubs and insects, and occasionally called the usual EES 
etc,ctc, ending with the whipbird call. We came closer, to 10 fcet away, 
thinking this was as cloge as he would allow, but he did not think so. 

He flew wo and landed about 4feet away looking at us. 


On the excursion Dr. Smith had taken some cheese and the birds loved it. 
Perhaps he expected some and I had nothing. As it did not dance (we: were there 
in the late morning) we turned back to say " Goodbye and sorry mate ", 

I clicked my tongue several times, which was most birdlike, I thought. 

We turned back wandering along the tracks LS vermis here and there, enjoying 
the calls all around us. 

All of a sudden we heard a Lyrebird close by, we went ‘into the bush, asia 
not to stand on a twig: going forward during calls, stopping when it stopped. 
Then we saw him, high on a branch, his beautiful tail hanging down. 

He started calling, all the beautiful bush calls, then cluck — cluck — cluck! 
It was our bird imitating my goodbye! It was repeated several times. 


Jo now we are wondering, is it still in his pepentoure ? Or would he 


forget it after a while. 
If ever you go to Sherbrooke Forest and hear it , you know it is My Bird. 


R¥ke Swanink. 


CONVENTION OF VICTORIAN F.N.CLUBS. 


September 30th. was the date for this convention, which put forward some 
proposals aimed at getting clubs together more, and to support each other in 
theit efforts for conservation. Also urging us'to support the Conservation 
Council of Victoria in conservation attempts. 

More details about this meeting in November Issue of L.V.Naturalist. 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD 26th. SEPTEMBER -1 ye 


Correspondence from Mrs. Jackson of Moe asking this club to A ast efforts 
to keep bush near llioe Race Course unaltered, as it is one of a few remaining 
areas so near to the city centre. 


The Secretary was instructed to write to the Tovm Clerk about this matter. 


North Easter Naturalist Club Tasmania asked that we exchange newsletters. 


A copy of. our Naturalist will be sent with our good wishes for the club, which 
has recently been formed. 


Letters. received from interested persons ae details of our activities. 


Programme 1973. A meeting will be held at the home of Mr. and lirs. lcKLroy 
35 Latrobe Road Morwell. October 19th 1972.-to finalise details for 1973. — 
If any member has any suggestions for meetings or excursions please. Saale 
the SERENE before this meeting. 


F.N.C.V. necting at Baimsdale . After much discussion on this subject it was 
decided to advise Mr. Riordan that we were unable to find anyone prepared a: 
act as a delegate for that meeting. 
We have requested that a copy of the minutes be sent to the executive. | 


‘Supper Roster Octo ber 27th. Carol and Margarett . 


Next Executive Meeting will be held on October 31st. at the home of 
lic. and lirs. Sterkenburg, 21 Watsons “oad Moe. 


Mt. Howitt Plant lists have been brought up to date. Copies are available at 
pcents each from the treasurer. 


Club Library. Two boxes of books and several maps have been given to the club: 
by lir. George Scanlan, one time Editor of the Naturalist and Life Member of 
L.V.F.N.C. 


Snecinen fable 22nd September. 


Banksia coccinea . (yellow form) 

Grevillea barkleyana (Labertouche area) 

Melaleuca fulgens (West Australia) 

Banksia baueri Teddy Bear Banksia from Mr. Stuckeys garden. 
All these specimens supplied by Miss Galbraith. 


The Executive were saddened at the death of lir. Norman Wakefield. 

He was a leading Naturalist and spoke to our club on two occasions when he 
was able to tell.us about some of the interesting things in nature. 
Only recently he vas the finder of fossil footprints in East Gippsland. 

Qn behalf of the club a message of condolence will be sent to lirs Wakefield. 
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LATROBE VALLUY T.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: lr. 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe, 3825, 


Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURY 


Honorary Secretary: lirs. K.Newnham, 
P.0.Box 302, 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8.oopm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON F.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mix, J.A.Wall 
‘ 156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON., 


WARRAGUL F.1.¢. 
Honorary Secretary: Mx. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 
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COMING EVENTS. 


Traralgon F.N.C. No meeting in December 


ome —— 


Narragul FP ies 


Meeting: “Friday i7th. November 
et Members night 
Excursion: eS _ Sunday 19th. November 
Ma rwell National Park 
Meeting Places ; Yinnar, Main Street. 11.30am. 


Meeting: = § —~—~—*s*Priday ‘November 24th, 

= Ss Seatc ae Mr, B.Nicholnson " Heology",. 

Excursion: Consexvation Films. yan 

Saturday November 25th, 8.pm. 
ae _ Presbyterian Hall Traralgon. ~ : 
Bxoursion: sh in sss Saturday December 9th. 
eS - Philip Island, 

Hosting F lace: «San Remo between 12md.and 1.pm. or 

. ere Penguin Parede Car Park at 5.pm. 
Jemary 1973 cree = ae, Tenteriea Hi lit. Bay Be 
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Dear Fellow Naturalists, 
The Printer and Editor of L.V.Naturalist wish to apologise for the state of 
some of the covers on October Issue, This was caused by the stencil used for 
the inside front cover. As there are only a limited number of covers printed 
we had no choice but to use the marked covers. 
Once again apologies if you received a marked cover. 


L.Padfield. 
FILM NIGHT, 


Through the courtesy of Mr. Bill Davis of Melbourne the Traralgon Field 
Naturalists have arranged an evening of films on Saturday, 25th. November, in 
the Presbyterian Hall, Kay St. Traralgon, at 8.00pm. 

The subject of these films will be conservation and the environment . 
An invitation is extended to all interested persons to attend. 


There will be a small charge of 40c for adults, 20c students, children under 
14 years - no charge, with a maximum charge of $1.00 for a family group. 
Supper will be served at the concl™sion of the evening, 

Any profit from the evening will be given to Mr. Davis to be used in his 
conservation work. 

The films to be projected will be — 


The Coolart Story 

The shame of Westerport 

Mud Island, and 

Birds of Australia, 
We hope you will give this evening your serious consideration and be amongst 
those who will view and hear Mr. Davis comments on this important subject. 


A.Chamberxs , 


President Traralgon F.N.C. 


en te mm 


TUBW__MMBERS « 


We weltong five new members who have joined since our last record. 
They are:- 


Mr.R.J.Grege of Warragul, interests — Botany and Birds. 

Mr. L.J.stuchbery Trees 

Mr. and Mrs.2.W.O0verbury General Natural History 

Mrs. Ashford General Natural History 
ABOUT MEMBERS .. 


Welcome home to Mr. and Mrs. Lyndon after their tour of " The West". 
lin. J.Puckey is now convalescing after a recent eye operation. 


Tarewell to Mrs Homann who is now residing in Melbourne, we all wish 
her happiness in her new environment. 


Se RR a APT 
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EXCURSIONS TO ROSEDALE SOUTH. 


Both Baiznsdale and Latrobe Valley field naturalists have enjoyed the 
beauty of Rosedale South wildflowers this spring when they have been even more 
colourful than usual. | 


On September 16th. lir. and lirs. Thompson led an excursion for the Bair 
nsdale F.iI-C., and several other members of L.V.F.N.C. joined them, 
It was an enjoyable outing in spite of uncertain weather and fairly heavy rain 
in the afternoon. Both the colourful expanse of Sticky Boronia B.anemonifolia 
and the acres of grasstrees( Xanthorrhoea australis) in flower made the excur- 
sion memorable, sya 


‘Because of the reports of those who went on the Bairnsdale excursion it 
was decided to extend our owm-September excursion from Traralgon South to in- 
clude Rosedale Souths’. © ° -- sete: a eas 


As on the earlier excursion the expanse of Sticky Boronia in bloom at 
the junction of Chessum and Limepit roads was more extensive and colourful than 
we had ever seen before, even on the Dutson Rd, There were acres of pink bloom, 
varying on individual plants from pale pink to almost red,covering the undulat- 
ing sandy clearing which had been ploughed and planted with pines. 

In afew years the pines will grow up and shut out the light. The boronia will 
flower less and less, and finally grow straggly and most of them will die, but — 
at present the clearing and ploughing have encouraged such growyh and flowering 
as one rarely sees. It is yet another evidence of the beneficial effect on 
wildflowers of a certain amount of clearing and ploughing, which let in the . 
light but do not get out of hand as fire may do, et ie 


On the first visit the pink of boronia predominated but there was also 
Scarlet Coral—pea, or Running Postman, (Kennedia prostrata),pink and white 
Silky Teatree (L.myrsinoides),white Spoon Riceflower ( Pimelea spathulata ). 
and beard-heath ( Leucopogon virgatus and_L.ericoides )withgold of Grevillea 
chrysophaea, several species of wattle, four species of Guinea-flower (Hibbertia 
virgata, H.fasciculata, H.stricta and H, acicularis ) and many peas, variously 
brown and gold ( Bossiaea,Platylobium, Dillwynia and Pultenaea ) as well as 
early mauve tassels on the Rush Lilies ( Sowerbaea juncea ) and the especially 
beautiful form of the purple Rough Mint-bush ( Prostanthera denticulata ) 4. on 


grows at Rosedale Souyh was coming into flower while for those who looked close 
to the groundthere were many small interesting plants, Crassula, Haloragis Syundevw 


The great excitement of the excursions was the Austral Grass—trecs 
-(Xanthorrhoea australis ) which were in full flower, md it was sucha flowering 
as few members of the party had seen before. 


Last year a fire hot enough to burn all the ground litter and most of the 
eucalypt foliage as well as all the green and brow " skirts "of the grass—trees 
had swept through the grass-tree country south of Chessum Road. there has yet 
been little regeneration of ground cover and the eucalypts have still their 
muffling epicormic growth which lets in much more light than normal foliage. 

The grass-trees had full posession of the forest. Their beautiful cascades 
of foliage had grown again and every one seemed to be am flower, 7 
They stood in thousands, tall and white in the light and shadow of the open 
forest. 

contd...pp2 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (3) Issue No.107. November 1972 


EXCURSIONS TO ROSEDALE SOUTH contd... 


As far as one could see in all directions during a drive of 4mile they stood 
like giant wax candles, the fragrant white rods of bloom up to 16ft,. high above 
their dark green skirts. 
Most were erect, but every here and there they were curiously, but always beaut— 
itully, bent and curled or twisted ,as if when soft and young they had been too. 
tall to stand erect. Here two giant candles bowed to each other; one pair stood 
together identically curved as if one was areflection of the other; another 
completely encircled a dark tree trunk, and often a few together were all diff- 
erently looped or bent. Usually there was one " candle " to each crovm, but on 
one plant three grew from a single tuft. 


This writer has only twice seen anything to compare with it - and both 
times it was after a fire, once in lit.Clay forest near Portland (and here there 
was the added charm of honeyeaters and butterflies clinging to them feasting . 
on nectar) and once at Springwood in the Blue Mountains. 
As here those at Mt. Clay were X.australis, but at Springwood they were Spear 
Grass-trees ( X. resinosa ) a smaller species with the habit of our Small Grass 
tree ( X.minor ) though much taller. As I remember them the flower-spikes were 
five or six feet high from tufts of leaves with no visible trunks, after the 
Springwood fire which had left a blackened waste releived only by the white 
rods of the grass—trees. One could measure the greatness of the destruction by 
the abundance of beautiful wildflowers in surrounding unburned areas, but the 
desolation made the grass—-tree flowering more spectacular. 


On September 23rd. (L.V.F.1N.C. excursion) the grass-trees were still in 
full bloom and the acres of borobia still rosy but the mint bush was now flower- 
ing more freely. One much photographed bush was quite purple with hardly a- 
leaf showing, and Rush Lily and peas more abundant. 


A detour was made to Holey Hill with its wide views to north, south, and 
east. There a pomaderris, well knovm tous but not yet identified, was in full 
bloom and a very lovely deep blue form of Love-creeper ( Comesperma volubile ) 
and a delicate pink one were both abundant. 

A visit by Mr. and Mrs. Thompson aweek later showed the grass—tree no 
less striking, boronia fading a little but comtless tufts of Rush-lily in full 
lilae bloom. 

lo wonder we want to preserve what remains of the Rosedale South bush. 


J.Galbraith. 


CORRECTION. 


Mrs. Thompson would like to correct an error in the Key to Pea Flowers 
given to members at the September meeting of L.V.F.NLC. 


Section D. should read " with (instead of without) stipules, bract like". 


The stipules of flat peas are like tiny bracts or leaves. 


a LT, 
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_ CROWES TEA | FRUITS. 


In. the world of nature it is Ae worth iehieiers cae vhen one can 
make time to do so, . One is always making unexpected discoveries 
I have just discovered new beauty in the fruit of Crowea. . 


The fruits of: both. Crovea: and Exriosteron are lobed, cach lobe like a com- 
plete little triang lar frat. containing secd, and BAThed a coccus(plural cocci) 
The: SEED of": the coced ‘ig sometimes important in determining the species. 


“Tho ‘Growea I I have boon str ying ig the decp purple prostrate form of | 
C. exalta g jrowing on Howitt Plains and Wie "Howitt. It differs from.the usual 


form not only in habit but in having flowers which become darker instead of 
lighter as they age, deeponing from nink to dark red, and finally, as the fruit 
vipens, tobronze. At that stage the five cocci — one opposite the centre of _ 
each petal, split open, First the cuter cont of each‘ breaks into two concave 
rivbed lobes, green, edged narrowly with cree and spread on each side of the 
inner coat which opens in front of it like a cream boatalmost filled by the 
bright-browm keel-sheped layer enclosing the séed. Still later that opens so 
the straw coloured seeds can drop probably as soon as thereis ge hare snap Shaws p 
in the air‘to relax the inner sections. 


ALL this is for the protection of ihe seed. Anything else is: Pie iden teat 
yet one can! t+ help eujoying ae colour ani symmetry of this complex holder of - 
first the five. pointed bronze star of the flower, behind the rounded green and 
cream lobes of the ben Atta star which is vhe outer covering —- each two lobes 
like wings holding the inner crzam and brown five pointed star enclosing the 
seeds.The seeds themselves 3% the heart oi this complex setting are smoothly 

“oval, ridged along one side, two to cach coceus, fitting perfectly, ridge to 
ridge within the innermost brow. covering. 
: Jean Galbraith. 


es ee 


EPEC E EN 5 Bet 1 fae PIDMS BY MR: 7, DOWLING.” 27th, October 1972 
Mr. J.Dowling showed 2 very varied nd enjoyable series of his om films. 
Some of the films had a commentany While others had delightful background music. 


The Dandenongs were covered fron atounist | angle showing flowers, views, sculpt— 
ures of Aborigines and Putfing Billy. Bridges of all types were the settings 
for another film. 

Northern Queensland was..seen throug: the eyes of a hopeful traveller. 

Mrs Dowling is a very good actress as snovm in the comedies. Melbourne in all 
its seasons and moods was shown wndéi the ~itle "If Ever I Should Leave You ". 
Of course the song provided the background music. Marybouough was featured in 
the "Land of Gold " covering the. history of ‘he matal in the area and also 
wheat and wattles etc. Birds were the theme of two films; one under the title of 
"Songs and Tails ". 

A documentary on Wilson’ s Promontary brought: back many happy memories af excur— 
sions to that area. ‘The film of the Lyrevird was just wonderful;showing the 
birds in all their glory. The sound track faithfully reproduced the birds'songs. 


Finally Mr. Dowling showed somerecently photographed but enideted film of the 
Mallee Fowls and other birds of the Little Desert. 


Bon Thompson. 
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_ THR CHAISE, COUNTRY EXCURSION 44th October 1972... 


The excursion set out from Heyfield under the leadership of Mr. Bill Cane. 
Due to a misunderstanding, one car became separated from the excursion. 
However we all met up finally and arrived at the parking area about 11o'clock, 
Laden with lunches, cameras, hats, field glasses etc. we set off for the Avon. 
The jeep track was relatively easy walking(especially as it was dovmhill). 
However the final descent was either dovm a rock face, as demonstrated by some 
hardy members, or by bush bashing and scrambling. But we reached the Avon River 
safely, children dogs and all. lunch was enjoyed beside the river and then we 
commenced the real scramble. Some members— guess who- were always at the end 
of the line due to stops to identify or admire the great variety of plants. 

_The depth of the channel amazed me, especially as the walls were of solid 
red rock, The bed of the river - one of the fastest flowing rivers in Australig 
‘was approximately 100 yards wide and even greater in some places, but the channel 
gouged in the bottom of the bed, was approximately 30 - 40 ft.wide and 20 ft. 
deep, extending for quite a distance. The floor of the channel was not even 
-and there were small waterfalls during its length. 

The geology of this area would be very interesting. The piles of debris high | 
on the steeply rising banks showed what a quantity of water this river must 
carry in flood time. 


We finally reached a sandy area dovmstream from the channel where the 
smaller children stayed and played, while the more energetic members proceeded 
along the banks to botanise, after first negotiating rocks to cross the river. 

Perhaps we were weary or the day rather hot but the return climb or 
scramble up the " incline " seemed almost perpendicular. 
However once on top and back on the jeep track the going improved. But we were 
all glad to reach the cars after the final climb up what had been so easy going 
dovm in the morning. After a cuppa,everyone agrecd it was a very enjoyable and 
most enlightening day. 
The Channel Country is truly fascinating. Unfortunately we were not able to 
complete the planned route and Mr, Cane has promised to take us back again next 
year to see more of the wildflowers and promises the walking will be much casier 
into this area. - 


The total number of plants identified was 142; but this did not include 
_ the Eucalypt list which Mr. Cane will supply. 
Some of the plants scen were the Velvet Bush (Lasiopetalum dasyphyllum), 
Bottlebrushes ( C.pallidus and paludosus ), many Wattles, Tree Hakea 
(Hakea eriantha), Plume Bush ( Calomeria anaranthoides ), Slender Teatree 
(Leptospermim brevipes ), Narrow-leaved Lomatia (L.myricoides _) and scyeral | 


Bon Thompson. 


BAW BAW WEEKEND JANUARY 27-29th. 1973. are 


Advice has been received from the Se ee ea meee will be $2.00 
: . or adults. Accomadation for 28peopleis available. | 

ears blankts, sheets, or sleeping bags, OEE The kitchen is 
well equipped with cooking utensils, crockery cutlery e a as 
As the lounge is now carpeted suitable footwear for inside 1s lesira Ce 
The Ski Club would like to know numbers by carly December, so if you are going 
for the weckend please contact lirs. Lubcke at November meoting or beforeif you 
wish. This has always been a successful weekend in the past. 
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“THE BATRNSDALE PIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS CONVENTION. 


In spite of the fact that Bairnsdale is in the throes of an incredibly 
severe drought with its admitted demoralising effect on them, the Baimsdale 


Club members rose to the occasion to make a memorable weekend for the Convention 


of Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs on September 50th.and Octoberist. 


On the Saturday afternoon, while the business was being dealt with by the 
delegates, the others were taken on an excursion to Metung and Lakes Entrance, 
returning via the Tamso Valley and Bruthen, 


A great amount of effort must have gone into mounting the exhibition of 
ferns, wildflowers, and pressed specimens of iast Gippsland flora, maps of the 
Mitchell River Gorge area, etc, which was a feature of the activities of that 


The programme started with an address by Mr. Saunders of the National 
Parks Servico who gave-us a most informative address on the history of the Gorge. 
Included in his slides was a photo of a daisy bush now awaiting a name ~-—-—- | 
perchance Walleri could be very appropriate} 

Next, the Bai xnsdale Club members portrayed with color slides a select- 
ion of the beauty spots, flora, and birdlife of Fast Gippsland. Mr. G.Legge 
concluded the programme with a shpwing of a movie complete with sound, of the 
life cycle of the Lyrebird -- Gippsland's equivalent of the Mallee Fowl or 
Lowan some big mounds of which we saw in one of the Bendigo Convention outings. 


“F.N.C. members from afar expressed Gisappointment at not meeting Club 
members from the heart of Central Gippsland, but the point was well taken that 
the notice was too short, as indicated by the definate arrangements made for 
the next and first AMUAL CONVENTLON plan.cd for labor Day Weekend 1973. 
Responsibility for the programme arrengeucnts was accepted by the Goulburn— 
Myrray F.N.C. ,the venue deing Shepparvon. 


ON. Sunday loming, after admiring a number of native orchids growing in 
a local garden, we travelled throusi the irrisated Lindenow Flats — intensly — 
green in contrast to the parched surroundins country - to the Glenaladale Nat— 
ional Park to mect liv. Waller, the Rangsy ani seo the Den of Nargun area and 
the near tame Lyrehird whsse nest hos Leon found by Mr. Waller safely located 


in a patch of high stinging nettles this year. 


Jf 


After lunch came the run v> to Biliy Goat Bend where the valuable lower 
levels of the Mitchcll River corge which, in contrast to the surrounding count- 
less acres of stoney forest country, contain the remarkable coastal sub-tropical 
flora marking its furthest south-west occurscnee, and the unique beauty of the 
natural river threatened with inundation by tae proposed "cheap" storage dam, 


Agoin the reality of this Pedder repeat situation was brought home to > 
people by actually sccing it -- something grander than the camera has yet 
adequately portrayed - something one has to experience. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DELEGATES MEETING can be fairly summed up by the simple 
statement that all-round satisfaction was achieved in defining the name, nature, 
and general operating terms of the new organisation -— these being largely self 
explanatory, substantiating the claim made above, 


contd. .pp7 
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BAIRNSDALE CONVENTION — contd.. 


However, of interest and importance generally, some of the details of 
the work may be told - highlighting the products of the general goodwill evident 
in the face of quite a deal of straight talking, skilfully guided by Chairman 
Fisher of the Mid-Murray Club. 


Whilst it was generally conceded and clear that no one beleived a dup- 
lication of existing organisations was desirable in any way, there was some 
difficulty in embodying this in a real sense. 


Obviously, the Conservation Council of Victoria is the body whose funct— 
ions are most likely affectod, and their experionce of the unavoidable frust— 
ration of the stage being reached of costly headquarters becoming absolutely 
essential was strongly omphasised, as was the fact that the C.C.V. cannot 
funetion satisfactorily without the active support of its members -- largely, 
but not wholly composed of Ficld Naturalist Clubs. 


Henee the substituted wording of the important final part of Clause 13- 
" That a new body, to be knowm as the Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs 


mest a in 


Association be set up to improve communication and co-operation between 


the clubs, to encourage the establishment of new Clubs, to foster reg- 


ional. groupings ond activities, to co-ordinate and promote conservation 


projects, and to support the C.C.V. for the purposes of conservation," 


This points yp the necessitity for the F.N.C's. to actively support the C.C.V. 
with the natural vossivility of it being yithin the ambit of that organisation, 
regional groupings of coaservation bodies could be best set up to handle matters 
pertaining to-their ovm areas, operated by those more immediately interested. 


The idea seems to be fully in confo..mity with the trend of the thinking 
of the Clubs'!vepresentatives at both Bendigo and Bairnsdale and could be a log-— 
ical, practical development - — the regional groups doing the work on the spot, 
and the secretariat coping the State's various bodies informed of what is being 
done, along with its functions so far cavisaged in a more limited role, 

‘All-in-a ‘tne weekend proved the great value the new organisation offers 
to ie eke oe Mone Pieayteien to Gonsciously direct their efforts to 
purposes we all acknowledge to be more than merely desirable. 

i ~tous advance of recognition of man's responsibility to 
a cage eG it be that a a era is evol:zing, partly through the 
new body-- the V.I.11.C.A. -- in broadening the understanding within our conser— 
vation movement by 2 realisation of how much better it is to change our present 
" Do -it-yourself in isolation " situation to "Do-it-as part Oa movement ; 
conscious of its widespread concerted endeavour " -—- a bigger phrase, a visibly 
more impressive, more formidable force, We have the goods that are wanted. 


What we lack is a means of impressing the public of the urgency of attending | 
to this the basis of the now accepted parenount value - "The Quality of Life". 


Jack and Nancy Brooks - 
Warragul PNG. 


ee al 
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REPORT OF COMMITTER MEETING HELD OCTOBER 3ist. 1972 

Car Stickers. Enquiries from interested clubs about our Car Sticker. 
Ornithological Congress. Advice received about this event which will take 
place during 1974. 

Film Night. It was decided that normal day excursion in November would be 


cancelled. This would enable members to attend film night in Traralgon on 
Saturday 25th. November, 


Club excursions.It was felt that our excursions could be improved with a little 
more orgenisation, The Committee will discussthis at a later mecting and for 
next year will have a few guidelines for members to follow on excursions. 


Pedder Papers. A publication brought out by the Australian Conservation Found- 
ation is ley eesenieshs IIHR Cost $1.00 (postage included) and may be obtained from 
A.C.F. P.0.Box 142. Carlton 3053. Victoria. 


Wirilday Mx. Thompson reported that this project is moving ahead. more dotailed 
report at a jater date. 


Supper Rostor. November 24th. Tyers Ladies 


Next Committee Mecting will be held 28th, November at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 


Stezkenburg. Watsons Rd. Moe. Commencing at 7.50.pm. 
i 


Covers for Naturalist. Supply for 1973 has been ordered. 


WINIFRED WADDELL MEMORTAL 


Miss Winifred Waddell, M.B.E. winner of the Australian Natural History 
Medallion was the founder of the Native Plants Preservation Society and its 
dynamic secretary for many years, until she retired because of failing health 
when about 85 years old. 

With single minded enthusiasm she vorked for the preservation of native plants 
in countless ways — by the making of sanctuaries, roadside notices, working bees 
to remove weeds that were strangling wildflowers — by "Lom Train " notices, 
posters, articles, competitions and leaflets for children, and through the 
founding of PHOTOFLORA. Miss Waddell dicd in August. 


Tho Society hopes to establish a fitting memorial to her, and asks for 
both suggestions as to its form and donations from those who value her work 
and dedication. Both can be sent to. Mr.D.Dunn 

3 Allfrey St. E.Brighton. 3187. 


LORIKEETS AT CALCUNDRA. 


July 26th. We parked the car at the Caloundra picnic place which is a perfect 
little green glade shaded all round with Sheoaks and Banksias. . . We watched 
Rainbow Lorikeets licking the honey from Banksia flowers, so close we could sec 
their orange beaks and all their beautiful green, bluc, red, yellow and orange 
colours. Lance nearly took a photo, but they did not come right out into the 
sun, so he did not risk it. 
May Galbraith, 
(from a letter 


LD 
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etails of contributing ce are as follows: ; 
LATROBE VALLEY P.i.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr, 5.Belgraver 
179 lloyd Street, 
Moe, 3825. 


Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourm State School, YALLOURN 


pears 


SALE T.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary:  ilirs. K.Newnham, 
jl Atlepie: S10), 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


lleetings commence at 8.oopm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON F.C. : . 
Honorary Secretary: Mx. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON, 


WARRAGUL F.H.C. 
Honorary Secretary: ans? Mor. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820, Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 5rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St, State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club, Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of ali clubs 
AEST le) RRA ERIS HO acces ceecage sasbeuane (GlgaSI.. It; WRseEASian) 
42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yallourn. § 3838. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers, 
Mrs. E.Lubéke, © 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Cirane 
Tel. Yallourn 
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Sunday 7th. January 1973 

Mr, Frank May, The Powelltowm Forester 
The Bump Junction of Powelltown Rd. 
and Big Creek Hd. at 10.30 am. 


The main attzaction on this excursion is some lMyrtle Beech 
forest which escaped the fires of 1939. 
A hike of several miles is being planned, 


Latrobe Valley 


— 


Sais ale 


Wesokend at Mt. Baw Baw Ski Lodse, Jmuary oTth. 29th. 1973 
Contact Mrs. Lubcke if you ave interested. 


ee 


Visit of F.N.C.V. to Leongatha between Christmas and New Year. 
Contact Mrs Lyndon for details of excursions. 
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"PH AUSTRALTAN SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES. 
 ‘FAUTLY HESPERTIDAR. 


The butterflies of the family HESPERTIDAE are very similar in structure, © 
and in some favoured areas they are abundant in species, though not necessarily 
in individuals. 

When Dr, Waterhouse published "What Butterfly is That". in 1932 he 
described 98 Australian species. Since then 4 new species have been described, 
so we have now 102 species with many sub species. 

All have short wings in proportion to the stout body, and are of rather compact 
build; all have well developed legs with long spurs. The eggs are smooth, some 
distinctly ribbed, and hemispherical. 


: The larvae taper at both ends and are longer than most butterfly larvae, 
with very hard heads. They have no horns, but possess very distinctive markings, 
therefore the lerval head, or the pupal cap, is always a very good guide in 
distinguishing the various species. . 4 
They feed during the night on the leaves of Ghania (Sword Grass) species, and 

in the day time hide in rolled leaves, or in specially constructed shel ters made 
from several leaves of the food plant drawn together with silk, which they spin 
for the purpose. 


The pupa is cylindrical, short and stout, and is provided with a very 
distinctive pupal cap or head piece. When the butterfly emerges the pupal cap 
always becomes detached. Anyone who is making a special study of the HESPERTIDAR 
should always preserve these pupal caps, for they provide very good characters © 
for detailed study in separating the various species.. ; 

The pupae are found in the shelters which the larvae made when full fed, but 
some species leave the food plant, and pupate in a curled leaf on the ground: 
nearby, or in debris at the base of the food plant. 


Butterflies of the family HESPERIIDAE do not attain the size of some in 
other families but make up for this by their other fascinating and interesting 
characteristics. their colours are not conspicuous. Usually they are some shade 
of gold, orange, brown or grey, but a few species are black and white. 

Others are beautifully patterned. with yellow-brown. 

The underside of the wings is-beautiful; tinted with plum, lilac, pinkish-grey 

etc, and the hindwings of many soecies are richly spotted on the underside with 
metallic silver dots. In most cases these form a pattem characteristic of the 

species concerned. 


No Australia™ species has tails to the hind-wings, but several species 

in Worth and South dmerica have tails. In South America several species, although 
quite distinct, resemble some of our Australian species, both in colour, pattern, 
and structure. 
Our Australian Skippers have a thick short body, with prominent eyes and antennae 
wide apart at the base. The antennae have a hooked club at the tip, This varies 
in shape. and size according to the species. In some the clubs are quite. spoon. 
shaped, towards the base of the wings, on the upperside, there are often long 
-grcenish-yellow, or grey hairs, which most skippers retain even after they have 
been on the wing for a considerable time. Golden spots on the upperside of the 
forewings of some species have a metallic sheen, while in others the spots are 


semi transparent or hyaline. 
contd. pp2 
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"DHE AUSTRALIAN SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES  Uonta. 


The Skippers most often seen in Victoria are the Hesperellas,. 
They can easily be identified by the bright orange areas,larger than in other 
groups, on the upper surfaces of both wings. These are aspecially large in the 
" FLAME SKIPPER", Hesperella idothea. 
Skippers of the genus Trapezites can be recognised in the same way, but they 
possess a more distinctive underside, and they do not wander so far from the 
food—plants, various species of Lomandra or Mat-rush (formerly knowm as Xerotes) 


The popular names of Darters and Skippers have been given to these fas— 
cinating butterflies because they skip about from flower to flower with swift 
jerky flights, and often returm to the same flower or twig, for a considerable 
period. It is most interesting to watch them flying, fighting, and mating on 
their breeding grounds, quite often, two or more butterflies in combat will 
soar into the sky in ever increasing circles, finally disappearing from view, 
only to return after a short while to their original position on flower or twig. 
The Skippers are very sensitive to sunlight, and when clouds obscure the sun, 
they retire down among the Sword-grass blades, but when the sum shines again 
they quickly resume their former activity. 


While watching the Skippers on their breeding grounds throughout my long 
experience as a naturalist, I have studied them in all their phases,and while 
doing so have often recalled this little verse written by Russell. I knew it by 
heart as a boy going to school many years ago. 

" Into the sunshine 
Full of light, 
Leaping and flashing 
From morn till night." 


Afew tropical or semi-tropical species fly only at dusk. These are called the 
"Red-eye Skippers." They have red eyes which do not fade after death. They rest 
during the daylight hours on the underside of leaves. 

Some of the Australian species rest with their wings out flat like a moth, but 
most of them hold the wings pressed together, erect over the back, while a few 
others rest with the hind-wings slightly depressed. 


The dry interior of Australia produces a few unique species, but yet more 
species will be foundin the arid. areas, now we have more ,and better roads, and 
motor vehicles especially built for use in the inland. 

Most of our Skippers are however found on the Eastern Coast, and coastal plains, 
some species being found gnly in favoured places on the Dividing Range, even as 
far north as Caims,Nth. Quecnsland, and others in some specialized areas in 
West Australia, # 

Our Skippers comprise nearly one-third of our knovm Butterflies, and new 
specics are certain to be found by energetic and adventurous Naturalists. 

A few of our Ilorthern species have raccs in New Guinea. A number of our Austr 
alian species entered Australia from the North, many thousands of years ago when 
"Land—bridges" existed across the northern waters of our continent. 
The northern species however, do not penetrate any further south than northern 
N.S.W. From there dowm into victoria most members of the fine Hesperilla and 
Trapezites genera are found, the food plant of the Hesporilla being various 
species of Ghania (Sword Grass) and of the Trapezites several species of Lomandra 
(Mat—rush) * 

contd. pp3 
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THE AUSTRALIAN SKEPPER BUTTERFLIES contd. 


Gahnia species like wet, poor, acid soils while the Lomandras seem to thrive 
best ir in poor,.dry, arid places, like the bases of trees or embankments. 
Members of the Trapezites:are very interesting. They have altogether a different 
habit from those of the genus Hesperilla, they never fly as high or as fast, 

and do not seem to go very far from the food plant of the larvae. 

Because of this they should always be collected with care, and understanding, 
for it is very casy to over-collect them. 

Hesperillas do. not seom to mind travelling further afield, \I have often taken 
3or 4 species feeding on the nectar of Buddlia in my garden, which is quite a 
few miles from any known Gahnia: ( Sword Grass)plants. 


The Skippers are the "Cinderella" of all our butterflies, and are distinct 
from all other families, Although obviously allied to one another, they are also 
allied to the moths. — ¥ 
Some entomologists consider some specics classified as sliiters to be Moths, 
while others consider some moths as Skippersespecially those species of the aca 
genus Synemon, 

The recognized distinction is that all moths have a frenulum on the underside 

of the hind-wing while butterflies have not. This however is not correct, iene = 
our finest Ski cipper and one of the finost in the World, Euschemon rafflosia 

has a frenulum in the male but not in the female. 

This species ig only found on the cdges of rain-forest in northern N,. S. W. Jal 
North “ucensland, The Skippers are very well represented in the tropics, espe- - 
cially in the Indian Hapire, where part are almost 300 species. 4 
They are also well represented in South Anerica, where some very beautiful © 
species are found, some with metallic bluc scales on the upper surface of the 


WANES «south Africa'also has some most interesting species with very short 


antennae, and short thich-set bodies, while in Eurdpe those of the genus Hesperi 
closely resemble some of our “ustralian species. 

Many of the Australian Sici ppe ers have sex marks on the upper surface of the fore- 
wing. These consist of patches s of raised scales, mostly black, and of varying 
shapes. By studying these carefully with the text books, it is easy enough to an 
separate the more difficult species, 


imtomologists in recent years, have tured away from the Aiea and well 
known butterflies, and have given more time to the study of the Skippers with 
great advantage to Entomology generally. 
Tt is essential to study the butterflies in all their phases in the ficld, Eaal 
to make a detailed study of the habitat , and thorough investigation of all 
possible food-plants, as well as types of soil ie. whether wet, acid, or drysoil, 


There. is no more beautiful sight to a naturalist, than to watch a rare 
butterfly sucking the nectar from some beautiful wild—flower, then movi ng on 
to other flowers. This is ade hore thrilling than to look at specimens in 


tomological cases. 


End of part one. 
'o be continued in the January issue. 


Written by Mx. C.G.L.Gooding 
Warragul F.N.C. 
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EXCURSION TO STONY CRUEK 28th October 1972. 

Twelve cars and. twentysix people moved off feom the meeting place at 
Toongabbie, We were in search of birds, and lirs, Joy Johnstone of Tyers was 
our leader, ~ 

Mr. and Iirs. Dowling of Glenroy joined our excursion — Mr. Dowling had 
entertained us the previous evening with some of his ow excellent films. 


It was a golden day, not only of ggiden sunshine, but also of golden 
Hibbertia, Wattles, Goodenia, Groundsel, Tiger Orchids and for good measure, 
Golden Whistlers and Golden Bronze-wing cuckoos. 


Our first stop was at Cowvarr Weir where several species of water birds 
were seen, also the Reed Warbler who was joyfully vocalising in the nearby 
reeds. 

On then to Naj's Hill where we found the group of Tiger Orchids(Diuris 
sulphurea), but m nditions were so very dry that we did not find as many flow 
ers and orchids as on previous visits, 


We walked up the track to a small pimic area where an old and dried cow's 
skull had been strung from the lower branch of a large tree. Golden Bronze-— 
cuckoos were sighted and while observing these it was noticed that a Buff- 
tailed Thornbill was popping in and out of the spinal -column hole in the skull, 
What a bizarre(but snug) place to build a nest! Our keen photographers endeay—' 
oured to catch his Jack~in—the-box entrances and exits, and lr. Dowling ruefully 
remarked, " We are going to have lots of pictures of a cow's skull" ! 


One of our mambers had also observed above our heads, and appearing to 
the naked eye as just another gum leaf, a Jacky Winter sitting on its nest. 


'A pair of Striated Pardalotes and a Scarlet Robin came along to sce us off 


their domain. 

"-~~-We moved on to Stony Creek to enjoy lunch, and go walkabout along the dry 
creck bed, Many birds were scen here as well as several nests — a Grey Fantail's, 
still under construction; a Fame Robin's(which had been used the two previous 
years), wider the ruins of the bridge; a Pardalote's, in a hole in the bank of 
the creck; and high in the tallest trees were nests of the Whistling Eagle. 


All in all, fifty-six specics of birds were seen during the day, and the 
excursion ended with afternoon tea "near the Bee boxes", Near the bee boxes.e? 
Never let it be said that our excursions lack variety! 


June Lubcke, L.V.E.N.C. 


BIRDS AT PT. CARTWRIGHT, QUEENSLAND. 


This morming we walked to Pt. Cartwright to see the Pravm Boats come in, 
Lots of Crested Terns and other sca birds circled overhead. We walked back 
along the sea beach and sat and listened to 5 Pied Butcherbirds giving an 
"Orchestral concert". They sound more like instruments than any birds Ive heard, 
One starts fluting high and swectly, then others give a loud warble, and some 
vhistle like Thrushes and sometimes carol like magpies and chortle like the Grey 


backed Butcher—bird. It is most beautiful. 
Mey Galbraith, 
(from a letter) 


‘ 
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THR BUSH FLY. 


Jim Peterson wrote an article for tho Naturalist Dec.1970 telling of the 
research being done by the entomology Dept. of the C.S.I.R.0. to control the 
bush fly menace. The article which follows tells about further rescarch, 


Study of the fly showed that South of the Quecnsland border it becomes 
too cold for the bush flics from July onwards,but in thewarmer regions to the 
north, where autumn rains maintain food quantity(animal droppings) fly brecd- 
ing continucs all the winter. As the warn wind from the north blows south it 
carriesthoflics with it for just so far as it is warm cnough for them to survive. 
As the summer comes and the south becomes warmer so the flics can live and aro 
blowm ever southwards. Scientists arc amazod that the bush fly can cover a 
large area and in such a short time just carricd by these winds, 


“Research on the DUNG BEETLES of the wamor countrics found that they 
carry out the important task of clearing away the droppings of native animals— 
thereby reducing the breeding ground of the flics. They achieve this by burying 
the droppings in the ground while still fresh to use as food for themselves and 
their offspring. Here in Australia indigenious bectics do the samc with the _ 
pellet like droppings of native marsupials, but they can't cope with the large 
wet pats of the domestic stock introduced by curopean man,. . . hence plenty 
of breeding ground and plagues of flics. 
Cattle and their close relatives evolved in Asia and Africa and with them evolved 
beetles that can use their dung. 


In the light of this knowledgo it is possible to sce how introducing 
these beetles could control the flics. 


Since 1967 the scicntists have beon rolcasing Dung Bectles in northerm 
Australia and several specics have becom? well established. 
Those beetles have apparently begun to control the buffalo fly, much to the 
delight of the cattlomen. The C.S.T.R.0. has now begun to liberatg new specics. 
in the southern half of the contin.at that should reduce the bush fly populat— 
ion. The bectles help in two ways, 

1. Their preseence in the northorn winter breeding grounds would do much to 
reduce the amount of fresh dung with the subsequent reduction in bush flies 
being blovm south. : 

2. In th southorn areas the boctles would again reduce dung that the local 
flies breed in, during the summer months. 


The beetles won't always be able to prevont these pests from laying their 
eggs in the dung, but if they bury these droppings before the flics have compl— 
eted their development then they will help to control this nuisance, 

Scientists have introduced a second boctlo. that cats fly larvae , so if the 
first bectles don't bury the d=oppings quickly enough then the socond beetles 
cat thom, Control of the Australian bush fly depends on the prescence of dung 
beetles capable of thriving in avride variety of cnvironments where cattle ELaze, 
Fortunatcly there are about 1800 knovm species to choose from. 


Though some beetles have been released and more will follow, it will be 
years before their numbers are adcquate to radically reduce tho breeding grounds. 
The aim of this project is CONTROL NOT EXTINCTION of the bush fly. 


iris Peterson, 


rr 
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THE BIRDS IN OUR GARDEN. 


In ourfarm garden, about 2 miles from the tom of Leongatha, the birds 
were a year round. source of interest and pleasure. Blue Wrens and Scrub Wrens 
were prepared to(almost) live in with us and a Striated Thombill spent four 
monthstrying to drive his reflected rival out of the kitchen window. 

He also belted the one in the car window sometimes, if it was partly open, he 
finished up trapped inside. 


A pair of Swamp @uail lived about the garden for some wecks, casing the 
joint for a nest site, we hoped. A great ve.iety of birds came regularly, and 
some, like the Goshawk who lived along the river, would call in occasionally 
to see what was offering in the poultry line. Once when the swamp was full a 
Pelican stayed with us for a weck. There were many swamp birds in season, Swans, 
Bitterns, )ucks, Waterhens, Coots, with sometimes a vare Sighting of a Crake 
or a Rail . A Muttonbird, blowm inland, was picked up dead. In early spring the 
Spine-—tailed Swifts would come diving overhead with a noise like tearing silk, 


When we came to our present home there were only the Indian Mynahs, 
Sparrows and Starlings thatused to make frantic efforts to force entry under 
the roof at nesting time. For the past couple of years some native birds have 
started to colonise the park over the road, and we got a bit of backwash when 
they found our bird baths. A family of Red Wattlebirds tried to establish a 
preemptive right over pur garden and the feeders wo put out for honeyeaters. 
For a couple of years they drove the other birds away. This year, however, the 
current Wattle~bird crop is not interested in us and a flock of about 50 silver 
eyes have moved in. The garden is full of their gentle twittering as they forage. 
They are more than willing to go on the pension. Everything we put out is rap- 
idly eaten, bread and jam or honey; grated cheese, suct or fat, 
I have revised an opinion I formed some time ago that they are all friconds 
together in sharing the bounty. With this flock it is a case of one at a time . 
feeding , and the feeding bird will vigorously repulse the others wntil he has - 
fed,while in the tree arqund him the branches are festooned with anxious birds 
waiting for theix turn. Yhen all are full fed they retire to a bushy pittosporun 
and give out with a full-throated version of their song many decibels louder 
than the sweet and gentle twitter. I wnder if this is due to indigestion, wind 
in a full belly or just general well being. When the Silvereyes first arrived 
we would hear a soft thud on the window pane and look out to sce a dazed bird 
flying into the tree to recover. These careless pilots always came from the same 
angle, and on investigation I found that the +reec was perfectly mirrored in the 
window, quite fooling the poor Silvercyes. 


The prescence of this flock has attracted other birds as well. A family 
of Eastern Spinebills spend a lot of time with us and have learned to take 
syrup from the honey jars. They flash about the garden in tandom performing 
hair-raising aerobatics and come quite close to us. A pair of Bluc Wrens also 
visit frequently. The few magpies that come in for a fecd are gaining more 
confidence. ‘They were very timid and wary at first. The Goshawk has dropped in 
a couple of times and scared the life out of the “parrows. 


: To date we have only recorded something over thirty species visiting 
the garden but.as it and thepark improve we hope to see many more. 


Donald Lyndon, 
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 WOTES PROM WARRAGUL FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Farewell, Bill Bloye... 

Members of the Warragul F.N.C. and many other people who knew him were 
grieved to leam of the death of Mr. W.d.Bloye at the age of 80 on Thursday 
19th. October. 

Bill, a keen conservationist, dewted a lot of his time to tree planting 
projects within the shire of Buln Buln, in which he served as a councillor for 
nine productive years. ee 

A foundation member.of the Warragul FNC, he took a leading part in 
the establishment of the three Labertouche Forest-Parks, the Tooronga Falls 
Reserve, and many more conservation activities too’ numerous to mention. 


His influence carries on as his life was such an inspiration to ug all- 
Always a gentleman, he strove and got things done. 


W.F.N.C OCTOBER MEETING. 
_ On Friday 20th. October Mr. H,Johns, a High School teacher on exchange 

from Canada covered a wide range of subjects on his hgme state of Alberta. 

Being an expert fisherman and canoeist, members were treated tp several photo- 
graphically proved fish yarns scattered throughout his revelation of the wild- 
life situation in that part of the world ,where in summertime, countless lakes 
appear on top of the permafrost in spite of an annual rainfall of around five 
inches! ; 

Canada is well to the fore in endeavouring to protect and retain as much of its 
natural heritage as possible. 


aa renee 


WE N.C, OCTOBER EXCURSION. 


On Sunday 22 nd October , mepibyrs of the club spent a fascinating hour 
or so admiring the many Grevilleas and other native plants which Mr. and irs, 
Bayliss have growing in theizx garden at Beaconsfield. 

The flowers, as well as being beautiful, also provide the bees(Mr. Bayliss 
bees) with the necessary ingredients for good quality honey. 

Our guides then took us on a well plamnad bushland tour to the north of 
Officer, The Tetratheca, including a pure white one, was really thriving in the 
abnormally dry season. Another — a Pultenaea, in abundance — Has now been 
identified by Miss Galbraith as P.foliolosa, difficult to name because of 
" such narrow leaves". 


Altogether, members listed 70 odd species of plants for the area, and 
eleven birds including a White-eared Honeyeater. 


LR | 


These three articles supplied by 
Mr. J.Brooks. Warragul F.N.C. 
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NOTES FROM COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 28th NOVEMBER 1972 


Field Naturalist Clubs Association Convention will be held at Shepparton 
March 10th to 12th 1973. 


Minutes of meeting held at Bairnsdale received. Full details of the motion 
moved at that meeting will be published in fanuary issue. 


Baw Baw weekend, If you are going for the weekend please arrive on Saturday 
morning. No specific time, but before lunch preferable thus allowing time for 
exploration during the afternoon, 

Some vacancies still exist. Contact Mrs. Lubcke if you are interested. 

Key to Ferns booklet will be revised and reprinted during 1973. 

Contact Mrs Thompson if you wish to order copies, 

Excursion Marshall to be appointed for excursions. Will be chosen from a panel 
of suitable volunteers. This will enable our excursions to be enjoyed by all 
attending(including the leader) and we trust avoid any mishaps. 


NO Supper Roster for January Meeting which will be held on 19th. January 
in the Yallourn Library, Town Square Yallourm,. 


Next Committee Meeting will be held January 23rd at the home of Miss Galbraith 
at Tyers mmmencing at 7.30.pm. 


On behal= of the President and Members of Latrobe Valley Naturalist Club the 
Editor would wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and New Year, 


® ECIMEN TABLE 24th November. 
Selection of shells and corals from W.Australia. Nut of the Boab Tree. 
Vegetable Caterpillar (Cordyceps sp.?) collected 5.9.72 at Rintouls Creek, 


Seeds of Ble Fruit Hakea H.platysperma W.A. 
Seeds of Woody Pear (Xylomelum angustifolium) 


Local Austral Mulberry (Hedycarya anfustifolia) 
Case: of Ilale Casemoth, 
Euc.coronata fruits, from M?.Barren N.P. near Hopetoun S.W.Victoria. 


Collection of native plants in floral ar rangement( all garden or park grown) 
Specimen of Net Bush (Calothamus) Park grown. 


Baby Gold Finches which were attended . by Mrs. Crane several times during the 
evening. They were being fed from a small dropper with a curious looking mixture 
which the birds obviously enjoyed. 


If you have anything of interest please do not hesitate to bring it for the 
specimen table. 


ee 


At the November meeting our President mentioned the fact that our members 
Mr. and Mrs, Stevenson were leaving the area. We wish them success in their 
move. Irs Stevenson will be missed by the Editor as she was able to fill the 
gaps during my abscence during 1971. ene 


a et eat 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Dotails of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. 5.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe, 3825 ry 


Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN 


SALE PN.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K.Newnhan, 
P.0.Box 502, 
Sale. 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8.oopm on the ist Friday each month 

at the C..A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 

TRARALGON F.ii.C. s 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 

c Traralgon, 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the Ist Friday each month 

at the Grey St. State School, TRARALGON, ~ 


nen 


WARRAGUL Ft... 
Honorary Secretary: Mor. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warregul, 3820, Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the drd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication ofthe 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'CLub, Contributions on any aspect of 
natural history are invited from members of all clubs 


and should be addressed to? 1. onary Hditor (Irs. L-Padfield) 


42 Strzgelecki Road, 
Yallourn. “3838. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. E.Lubéke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs. Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 
622215. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIPLD NATURALIST CLUB . 


MEETINGS AND EXCURSIONS DURING 1973. 


February 23rd. Miss H.Aston 
24th. Excursion to Sale Common area, - 
March 23rd, Annual Meeting. Memte rs night, - 
24th, Excursion to beach ? 
April 6th. Special Meeting. Mr. Beauglehole 
"PLant recording using Grid system", : 
April 27th. Mr. Alan Morrison 
28th. lixcursioh 
May 25th. Speaker "Geology", 
26th. Excursion to Geological area ? 
BY June 22nd, Mr.J.Leslie 
"Travel and Natural History Films", 
23rd. . Excursion to Darlimurla (Fungi) 
July 27th. Practical night using Key on Ferns, 
28th. Excursion to Fern areas.’ 
August 17th. ~ Speaker from L.V.W.S.B. 
4 4 "\igal Bloom", 
: 18th. Excursion le& by speaker, 
Sep tember 28th. Mr, N.Vincent "B rds", 
29th. Excursion in Bairmsdate district. 
October 13th. 14th. Weekend at Wilsons Promontary 
October 26th. Mr. W.Cane 
"Root Rot" (Cinnamon fungus) 
27th. Excursion to Avon River Channels, 
November 23rd. Mr. R-Cromer (A.P.M. Forests) 
ah 24th. Excursion led by Mr. Cromer. 
December Night excursion to be arranged to the 


Cowwarr Weir area. 
Refuge Cove Special trip during March, 
Limit 20 people. ill day trip. 
3 hours travelling each way by boat. 


Visitors always welcome at meetings and excursions. 
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